Antichrist and the End Times

AET-067 AND 068:

THE BOWL JUDGMENTS

Revelation 15

· The Seven Last Plagues

· The record of the seven last plagues is found in Revelation chapters 15 and 16. 

· They are called the last plagues because they occur towards the end of the 7th Seal, just prior to the Messiah's return.

· seven angels who had seven plagues, which are the last, because in them the wrath of God is finished. Rev 15:1

Revelation 15

· 
The 1st plague causes a noisome and grievous sore to break out on all who have the Mark of the Beast (Rev. 16:2). 

· So it is obvious that these horrible plagues can only occur after the Beast has arrived on the world scene and deluded the majority of mankind into receiving his mark. 

· These plagues are fearsome, to say the least, and because they are adequately explained in the Revelation we will only mention two points about them:

Revelation 15

· 1) The seven last plagues are referred to as the Wrath of God. (Rev. 16:1)

· And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth.

· We
should not confuse the Great Tribulation with the Wrath of God, because they are not the same. 

· The Great Tribulation is that terrible time of trouble mentioned in Rev. 7:14-17 through which multitudes of believers will pass. 

Revelation 15

· It is a time of scorching heat, famine, thirst and agonizing fears for all mankind; and it begins with the 1st Trumpet at the opening of the 7th Seal. 

· The Great Tribulation is experienced by the obedient and disobedient alike with, perhaps, the exception of those believers who accepted the Seal of Yahweh before the events of the 7th Seal began.

· 
The Wrath of God, on the other hand, is only experienced by the persistently disobedient, and it occurs towards the end of the 7th Seal.

· 
This means, most of humanity will experience the great tribulation believer and unbeliever alike but only the persistently disobedient will experience the wrath of God. That is the difference.

Revelation 15

· 2) The seven plagues will be dealt out unmixed with mercy. (Rev. 14:9-10)

· For the first time in human history the universe will witness the pouring out of the undiluted wrath of God. 

· Previously when punishing mankind the Almighty has always tempered His anger with a generous measure of mercy. 

· But at the end time it will be very different.

Revelation 15

· 
For whosoever worships the Beast and receives his mark shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation. 

· Wrath, without mixture, means undiluted punishment of the severest kind! 

· The inhabitants of the earth will pay the price for having chosen The Beast, rather than The Savior.

Revelation 15

· The Seven Last Plagues
· A Scene of Heaven
· In chapters 4 and 5 of Revelation, we have an introduction and prelude to the seven seals.  

· In chapter 8:1–6, we have an introduction and prelude to the seven trumpets.  

· Now here in chapter 15, we have an introduction and prelude to the seven bowls.

Revelation 15

· In the structure of the book we see three clearly defined judgments and three clearly defined introductions.  

· Each takes time to play out; each creates a dramatic anticipation to the coming judgment.

Revelation 15

· 15:1  Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels who had seven plagues, which are the last, because in them the wrath of God is finished.

· I saw another sign in heaven…(Gr. ..seômeion..... an indication, especially ceremonially or supernaturally:—miracle, sign, token, wonder.) 

· This is the third sign John sees in Heaven. The first was the woman who gave birth to the man child caught up into Heaven. (Revelation 12:1) The woman represented Israel giving birth to the Messiah.
Revelation 15

· The second was a great red seven-headed dragon with ten horns who pursued the woman. (Revelation 12:3) The dragon is Satan, who through various kingdoms has pursued the woman, Israel, trying to prevent the birth of Messiah, the man-child caught up into heaven. (Revelation 12;5)

· This third sign is the final victory over the beast, as the seven angels are prepared to pour out God’s wrath on the Beast and his kingdom; those killed by the beast are seen as victors in heaven, standing before the throne of God. 

Revelation 15

· The use of "Seven" in these judgments reminds us of God’s prophecy against Israel in Leviticus, if they failed to keep the covenant.

· If then, you act with hostility against Me and are unwilling to obey Me, I will increase the plague on you seven times according to your sins. (Leviticus 26:21, NASB95)

Revelation 15

· 15:2  And I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, holding harps of God.  

· Those standing on the sea of glass (15:2) are the 144,000 of the last chapter.  

· They arethe same people as the redeemed remnant portrayed in 14:1–5.

Revelation 15

· And I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire….This is the same crystal seen in the 4th chapter.  The sea of glass is before the throne of God.   This sea had its scriptural foreshadowing in both the Tabernacle and Temple.  The bronze sea was for the washing of the priests who were to approach the altar. (Exodus 30:17-21, I Kings 7:23-26)

· 6Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in front and in back. Revelation 4:6 

Revelation 15

· The difference, the sea of glass now mingled with fire pictures the wrath and anger of God. Fire represents both judgment and purification.  The bronze sea’s purpose was to cleanse the priest before they went before the altar.  Here the fire represents the wrath of God, poured on the Earth.

Revelation 15

· "We first encountered the glassy sea (v.2) in 4:6 where it is empty before God’s throne. We now find why it is empty; it is waiting to accommodate those humans who will withstand the Beast during the tribulation period. The glassy sea has the appearance of a vast gem and is a fitting setting for the precious souls that have been true to Jesus during the fearsome tribulation. The lifelike quality of the image of the Beast (13:15) is here referred to again, for these souls, even though accused by the image, have not been duped into regarding the Beast as God, and have refused to worship him."

· Mills, M. 
Revelation 15

· Standing on the sea of glass…. The saints of the “Great tribulation” are standing on or the sea of glass, before the throne of God.  These martyrs died for their faith rather then worship Satan in the person of the Beast (Antichrist). Those who choose Satan, and submitted to the Beast and his kingdom are able to live for a short time, only to face God’s wrath. 

· In Revelation 15:2 the martyrs, who were pursued by Antichrist, who Pharaoh foreshadows, have escaped beyond his reach to the other side.  They like Moses and Israel celebrate the song of victory of the armies of the Beast.  Now as the walls of the Red Sea came pouring down on Pharaoh’s pursuing army, God is about pour his judgment on Antichrist and his kingdom. 

Revelation 15

· Those who have the victory over the beast….Victory is defined here as choosing death and Christ rather then life and the Beast.  Those who were able to choose eternal life over temporal life are victorious. The beast, the number of his name (666) and  the image are events taking place in the 2nd half of the tribulation.  The saints (Martyrs) of the first half of the tribulation are pictured under the altar in the 5th seal. (Revelation 6:9-12)                         

Revelation 15

· The martyrs are now holding harps of God (15:2).  Heavenly choirs play a prominent role in Revelation.

· When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. (Revelation 5:8, NASB95)
Revelation 15

· These saints [144,000] will be given the privilege of becoming a special choir who will sing God the Father’s praise and eulogize Him (v.3–4). This, then, is a heavenly scene; the saints will be in Heaven, the earth’s judgment will be imminent. There is a lot of singing in Heaven, so, obviously, singing God’s praises pleases Him; musicians, too, can draw encouragement from the harps that will be carried here (v.2). There are two songs of Moses (Exod 15:1–18 and Deuteronomy 32); the first is a song of praise for deliverance from death at the hands of the Egyptians. 

Revelation 15

· These saints, though martyred by the Beast, will have escaped an even greater death by remaining faithful. 

· The second song opens with an evangelistic appeal to submit to God (i.e., be saved—vv.1–8), then praises God for His faithfulness to the redeemed (vv.9–14), and promises judgment on all the unredeemed (vv.15–43), so this, too, is a fitting tribute in the circumstances which will prevail at the end of the tribulation.

Revelation 15

· However, this song of Moses will be supplemented and completed by the song of the Lamb, thus giving Jesus His rightful place as the Lamb of God who takes away sins of the world…[I cut out the dumb part here]

· …The chorus of vv.3–4 is the introduction of this final flurry of judgment, for God’s judgment of a sinful world is a revelation of His righteousness. - Mills, M.

Revelation 15

· And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps. (Revelation 14:2, NASB95)

· (The 144,000)
Revelation 15

· 15:3–4  And they sang the song of Moses, the bond-servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, "Great and marvelous are Your works,

· O Lord God, the Almighty; Righteous and true are Your ways, King of the nations!

· Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name?

· For You alone are holy; For all the nations will come and worship before You, For Your righteous acts have been revealed."
Revelation 15

· The fact that they sang the song of Moses (15:3) drives home the judgment element before us in this chapter.  

· The song of Moses is a song of victory; it celebrates the destruction of God’s, and Israel’s, enemies.  

· In the same way, those that have come through the tortures and torments of the beast in victory now celebrate their victory in song.

Revelation 15

· Then Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song to the Lord, and said, "I will sing to the Lord, for He is highly exalted; The horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea. 2 "The Lord is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation; This is my God, and I will praise Him; My father’s God, and I will extol Him. 3 "The Lord is a warrior; The Lord is His name". 7 "And in the greatness of Your excellence You overthrow those who rise up against You; You send forth Your burning anger, and it consumes them as chaff". 

Revelation 15

· 13 "In Your lovingkindness You have led the people whom You have redeemed; In Your strength You have guided them to Your holy habitation". 17 "You will bring them and plant them in the mountain of Your inheritance, The place, O Lord, which You have made for Your dwelling, The sanctuary, O Lord, which Your hands have established.

· 18 "The Lord shall reign forever and ever. (Exodus 15:1–3, 7, 13, 17–18, NASB95)
Revelation 15

· This is not only the song of Moses, for the One greater than Moses has come to deliver His people.  

· This is preeminently the song of the Lamb (15:3).
· The song that John quotes for us here is not itself a repeat of the song of Moses but borrowing from an array of Scriptural passages it weaves together a new song of victory and worship before God.

Revelation 15

· 15:5–6  After these things I looked, and the temple of the tabernacle of testimony in heaven was opened, and the seven angels who had the seven plagues came out of the temple, clothed in linen, clean and bright, and girded around their chests with golden sashes.  

· Not only is the temple (15:5) mentioned here, it is referenced by its fuller name the temple of the tabernacle of testimony (15:5).

Revelation 15

· After these things…. This followed the celebration of the saints of the great tribulation who were on the Crystal Sea mingled with Fire. The saints killed for their refusal to worship the Beast and his Image.  Now the wrath of God will be poured on those who killed the saints.  

· This point is the fourth quarter of the 7-year tribulation period. 

Revelation 15

· Now the phrase tabernacle of testimony (15:5) refers to the two tablets of the law of God, the Ten Commandments.  

· [So, we see that the Tribulation is about the Jews, again and not the Church Age. 

· For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace. (Romans 6:14, NASB95)]

Revelation 15

· 15:7  Then one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God, who lives forever and ever.  

· We were introduced to the four living creatures (15:7) in chapter 4 and in a context similar to our own here.

· And before the throne there was something like a sea of glass, like crystal; and in the center and around the throne, four living creatures full of eyes in front and behind. (Revelation 4:6, NASB95)

Revelation 15

· These creatures were mentioned several times in chapters 4 and 5 right before the opening of the seals but have not been heard from since.  Now right before the seven angels who had seven plagues, which are the last, because in them the wrath of God is finished (15:1) we see them again.  So they appear both to open and to close the various judgements found in this book.

Revelation 15

· 15:8  And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from His power; and no one was able to enter the temple until the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished.  This filling of the temple (15:8) with the smoke of the glory of God (15:8) is indicative of His presence.

· Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.  Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. (Exodus 40:34–35)

Revelation 16

· Chapter 16 takes place after a period of decision on the earth.  Most on earth have made their decision, those who chose Christ died, some are in hiding, only to emerge after Christ’s return.                                                                                                                           During this period, Israel is supernaturally protected in the wilderness of Judea. Those who followed the warning of Christ in Matthew, fled into the wilderness following the Abomination of Desolation, when the Mt. Olives split opened for their escape. (Matthew 24:16-20, Revelation 12:14, Zechariah 14:5) 

Revelation 16

· Here in the wilderness, Israel comes to the knowledge of Christ, realizing Jesus who was crucified by their descendents was in fact Israel’s Savior and only hope.  As the armies of the earth gather toward the hills of Megiddo, (Armageddon) Israel calls out to Jesus Christ as their Messiah, who returns with armies of heaven.  (Rev. 19:15-21)  

Revelation 16

· At this point, those alive on the earth are mostly followers of Satan, working through the Antichrist and False Prophet. The great multitude in Revelation chapter 7 gathered before the throne, from all the nations, are those killed for their faith. (Rev 7:14)  After the earth has made its choice, God begins the judgments of wrath by commanding the angels to pour out the bowls on the earth. 

Revelation 16

· The seven bowl judgments complete God’s wrath on the earth.  Following the 7th bowl, Christ returns with angels and saints and establishes the Messianic Kingdom (Rev. 19:15-21) also known as the Millennium. (Rev. 20:1-7)  Those killed for their faith receive their resurrected bodies and rule with Christ in His kingdom along with the returning saints. (Rev. 20; 4, Matthew 19:28-29) 

Revelation 16

· The Bowl judgments stand in contrast to the seven trumpet and seal judgments.  The Bowl judgments are not meant to move humanity into decision but are a demonstration of God’s wrath.  For example, the 2nd trumpet judgment effected one third of the sea, the second bowl judgment effects the whole sea causing all sea life to die.  The Abomination of Desolation also separates the Trumpet and Bowl judgments. The first bowl judgment is against those who worshipped the beast and his image by receiving the mark, placing the timing of this judgment in the second half of Daniel’s 70th week, following the Abomination of Desolation. 

Revelation 16

· Pouring out of the Bowls
· Six Bowls of Wrath - Bass
· The bowl judgments have not only a decided similarity with the previous trumpets; they have a similar correspondence with God’s judgment on Egypt.  

· It is ironic that the plagues that were once signs of God’s judgment on Egypt are now signs of God’s judgment on the new Egypt, Jerusalem.

· This mystical Sodom and Egypt is Jerusalem.

Revelation 16

· 16:1  Then I heard a loud voice from the temple, saying to the seven angels, "Go and pour out on the earth [land] the seven bowls of the wrath of God."  

· Isaiah records an earlier loud voice (16:1).  His was a warning of a soon destruction, so is this loud voice.  
· A voice of uproar from the city, a voice from the temple, the voice of the Lord who is rendering recompense to His enemies. (Isaiah 66:6, NASB95)

Revelation 16

· First Bowl: Loathsome Sores
· 16:2  So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth [land]; and it became a loathsome and malignant sore on the people who had the mark of the beast and who worshiped his image.

Revelation 16

· Let us compare this first bowl with the first trumpet.

· The first sounded, and there came hail and fire, mixed with blood, and they were thrown to the earth [land]; and a third of the earth [land] was burned up, and a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up. (Revelation 8:7, NASB95)

Revelation 16

· One thing stands out; both judgments are upon the land (16:2).  

· Other than that, they differ.  

· The bowl judgment afflicts people; the trumpet judgment afflicts plant life.  

· This is not to say that both did not happen at the same time [The Contemporaneous Theory] , simply that one focuses on man, the other on man’s environment.

Revelation 16

· The days depicted here will be the last days in which sin will prevail on earth; this period will speed to its conclusion, a terminus which will be marked with the execution of every unregenerate person (19:21). The judgments depicted by the seven bowls will follow each other in rapid succession (10:6) and bring an end to the reign of sin in this world which we inhabit. 

· When the grip of sin has been broken God will incorporate the kingdom of the world into the Kingdom of God (11:15).

Revelation 16

· God’s long delay in implementing His Kingdom on earth will be over (11:18), and the spiritual host in Heaven will rejoice at the arrival of this long-awaited moment (11:16–17).

· The prophecy of the seven bowl judgments is prefaced by the same scene that closes chapter 11 (compare 15:5–8 with 11:19), so we can be sure we have returned to the same progression of events which started in chapter 6. 

Revelation 16

· The parentheses on Israel, the Beast, and the spiritual perspective of earth (chapters 12, 13, 14) interrupted the chronological development of Revelation, but provided three synopses which are vital to a fuller appreciation of the situation that God will judge. We now return to these judgments themselves." - End Mills, Back to Bass

Revelation 16

· We can see similarities with this bowl judgment and Moses’ judgment on Egypt.

· Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, "Take for yourselves handfuls of soot from a kiln, and let Moses throw it toward the sky in the sight of Pharaoh.  It will become fine dust over all the land of Egypt, and will become boils breaking out with sores on man and beast through all the land of Egypt." (Exodus 9:8–9, NASB95)
Revelation 16

· 
The loathsome and malignant sore (16:2) here in Revelation corresponds to the boils breaking out with sores on man and beast in Exodus 9.  

· However, in Revelation this judgments seems to be limited to those who had the mark of the beast and who worshiped his image (16:2).  

· Two marks are listed in Revelation, the mark of the beast in chapter 13 and the mark of the Father in chapter 14.  

· Those that received that mark of the beast, were specifically rejecting God and choosing Antichrist.

Revelation 16

· Second Bowl: The Sea Turns to Blood

· 16:3  The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became blood like that of a dead man; and every living thing in the sea died.  

· Again, in keeping with our format, let’s look at the second bowl in the light of the second trumpet judgment from Revelation 8:8–9.

Revelation 16

· The second angel sounded, and something like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea; and a third of the sea became blood, 9 and a third of the creatures which were in the sea and had life, died; and a third of the ships were destroyed. (Revelation 8:8–9, NASB95)
Revelation 16

· On the sea….(Gr. Thalassa…Sea, derived from hals meaning salt, salt sea) can mean Mediterranean or the Oceans.  Here the meaning is probably oceans; God’s wrath is poured out on all humanity.  In contrast to the second trumpet judgment (Rev. 8:8) where 1/3 of the sea became blood and 1/3 of the creatures died, here all the sea becomes blood and all the creatures died. 

Revelation 16

· The sea (16:3) becoming blood (16:3) and the sea creatures dying is the theme of both of these judgments.  They correspond to Moses turning the Nile to blood.
· So Moses and Aaron did even as the Lord had commanded.  And he lifted up the staff and struck the water that was in the Nile, in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants, and all the water that was in the Nile was turned to blood. 

Revelation 16

· 21 The fish that were in the Nile died, and the Nile became foul, so that the Egyptians could not drink water from the Nile.  And the blood was through all the land of Egypt.  22 But the magicians of Egypt did the same with their secret arts; and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he did not listen to them, as the Lord had said.  23 Then Pharaoh turned and went into his house with no concern even for this.  24 So all the Egyptians dug around the Nile for water to drink, for they could not drink of the water of the Nile.  25 Seven days passed after the Lord had struck the Nile. (Exodus 7:20–25, NASB95)
Revelation 16

· Third Bowl: The Waters Turn to Blood

· 16:4  Then the third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of waters; and they became blood.  

· This third bowl is to be compared with the third trumpet:

· The third angel sounded, and a great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of waters. (Revelation 8:10, NASB95).

Revelation 16

· In both cases the rivers and the springs of waters (16:4) were contaminated.  Like the last bowl, this one reminds us of the first Egyptian plague in which the water was turned to blood.
Revelation 16

· It became blood… Both sea water and blood have the same content of salt.  The sea becoming blood reflects the condition of mankind, like a dead man.  This is a judgment of wrath not one to turn men toward repentance, but to punish those who are at war with God.  God, the source of life, the source of blessing both on the just and the unjust (Matthew 5:45) withdraws life from the sea. 

Revelation 16

· 16:5  And I heard the angel of the waters saying, "Righteous are You, who are and who were, O Holy One, because You judged these things". 

· The phrase who are and who were (16:5) is another ascription to God as being eternally self-existent.  

· Similar phrases have been used several times in Revelation.

Revelation 16

· 
Notice that the angel associates the judgements of God with His holiness (16:5).  Jehovah’s Witnesses, in their self-delusion, insist that a truly "Loving" God would not judge and certainly would not send anyone to hell.  

· The heavenly angel disagrees.  

· He sees the judgment of God to be a just thing driven by God’s holiness.

Revelation 16

· 16:6  For they poured out the blood of saints and prophets, and You have given them blood to drink.  

· They deserve it.  

· These evil men and women have poured out the blood of saints and prophets (16:6).  

· Now, using apocalyptic metaphor, God is giving them blood to drink in punishment for their sin.  

· They are not drinking literal blood; they are drinking from the cup of God’s wrath.  

· He does it because they deserve it (16:6).  

· In other words, it is a just thing to do.  

Revelation 16

· There is a law of retribution found in the Bible; a person sows, then he reaps.

· Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man his blood shall be shed, for in the image of God He made man. (Genesis 9:6, NASB95)
· God requires that murderers be punished with the loss of their lives.  

· If man in his self-righteousness refuses to do it, He will take the matter into His own hands.

Revelation 16

· They shed the blood of saints and prophets…..The persecution and murder of the saints is the purpose of the wrath poured out on man.  The trumpet judgments were designed to turn man toward God, to allow humanity to see their dependence on God.  The bowl judgments are designed to show the righteousness of God’s judgment.  Even here, the judgments are only a foretaste of God’s eternal wrath and judgment. 

Revelation 16

· Those who are on the earth at this point, are mostly those who worshipped the Beast, and received the mark.  The believers, except for those in hiding, and Israel hidden in Judean wilderness, are in heaven, killed by those who God is now about to pour out his wrath on. 

Revelation 16

· Those who are on the earth at this point, are mostly those who worshipped the Beast, and received the mark.  The believers, except for those in hiding, and Israel hidden in Judean wilderness, are in heaven, killed by those who God is now about to pour out his wrath on. 

· You have given them blood to drink…With the death of many of the saints, God judges the world and causes them to suffer. One of the purposes that come out in these judgments is to demonstrate the hardness of the heart of man.  That despite all these judgments man becomes angry, infuriated at God.

Revelation 16

· 
16:7  And I heard the altar saying, "Yes, O Lord God, the Almighty, true and righteous are Your judgments."  

· The phrase I heard the altar (16:7) would refer to the angel of the altar or temple, the one to which John referred to when he said; then I heard a loud voice from the temple (16:1).  

· So, by way of confirmation of the righteousness of these judgments, another angel joins in and validates God’s righteousness in these judgments upon Christ’s enemies.  

Revelation 16

· Revelation 16:8-9
· On the sun… The sun, the source of light and warmth, is magnified and giving man a taste of the coming heat in the lake of fire, which those who have chosen Satan will receive. 

· Scorch men with fire…The heat from the Sun brings out the true nature of those who worship the Beast and his image.  There is no remorse or contrition in the face of the heat from the Sun. Mankind’s reaction will be the same in eternal hell, with this judgment and the one to come his heart will not soften toward God. For this reason we are twice told in this chapter men did not repent. 

Revelation 16

· Without the supply of the ocean waters and drinking water, the situation for the earth’s inhabitants begins to look very bleak.  Now added to their dilemma, is the scorching heat from the sun.  Out of this judgment, God demonstrates the character of those facing judgment. 

Revelation 16

· Fourth Bowl: Men Are Scorched

· 16:8  The fourth angel poured out his bowl upon the sun, and it was given to it to scorch men with fire.  

· By way of correspondence, the fourth trumpet covers similar material.

· The fourth angel sounded, and a third of the sun and a third of the moon and a third of the stars were struck, so that a third of them would be darkened and the day would not shine for a third of it, and the night in the same way. (Revelation 8:12, NASB95)
Revelation 16

· In both judgments, the sun (16:8) is the object of our attention.  

· The trumpet records the darkening of the sun, while the bowl records its scorching heat upon men (16:8).  

· The corresponding Exodus plague is found in Exodus 10:21–23.
Revelation 16

· Then the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand toward the sky, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even a darkness which may be felt."  22 So Moses stretched out his hand toward the sky, and there was thick darkness in all the land of Egypt for three days.  23 They did not see one another, nor did anyone rise from his place for three days, but all the sons of Israel had light in their dwellings. (Exodus 10:21–23, NASB95)
Revelation 16

· It too is associated with the sun in its judgment and like the trumpet it is a darkening of the sun.

· 
16:9  Men were scorched with fierce heat; and they blasphemed the name of God who has the power over these plagues, and they did not repent so as to give Him glory.  

· At first thought, it would seem that those under the curse of God would quickly repent (16:9) and throw themselves on the mercy of God, but not the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  

· Instead, they blasphemed the name of God (16:9) and utterly refused to repent of their sins.

Revelation 16

· Fifth Bowl: Darkness and Pain

· 16:10–11  Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom became darkened; and they gnawed their tongues because of pain, 11 and they blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores; and they did not repent of their deeds.    

Revelation 16

· They gnawed their tongues…The darkness along with oozing sores from the first bowl, lack of water, lack of food and scorching heat are taking their toll.  The response of man is one of war not repentance.  In agony, humanity gnaws at their tongues but they refuse to repent cry out for mercy.

· They blasphemed the God of heaven… Again, those on earth respond in blaspheming God.  The righteousness of God’s wrath demonstrated by its recipients, for the second time humanity shakes their fist toward heaven, and blasphemes God’s name.

· Did not repent….The second time this point is made. This point is repeated twice for emphasis, so the reader understands that even if humanity could repent, they would not.

Revelation 16

· Now let us look at the correspondence to the fifth trumpet and Egyptian plague.

· Then the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven which had fallen to the earth [land]; and the key of the bottomless pit was given to him.  2 He opened the bottomless pit, and smoke went up out of the pit, like the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by the smoke of the pit.  3 Then out of the smoke came locusts upon the earth [land], and power was given them, as the scorpions of the earth [land] have power. (Revelation 9:1–3, NASB95)
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· The eighth plague of the Exodus also deals with locusts.
· Then the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the land of Egypt for the locusts, that they may come up on the land of Egypt and eat every plant of the land, even all that the hail has left".  15 For they covered the surface of the whole land, so that the land was darkened; and they ate every plant of the land and all the fruit of the trees that the hail had left.  Thus nothing green was left on tree or plant of the field through all the land of Egypt. (Exodus 10:12, 15, NASB95)

Revelation 16

· 
The apparent similarity between these and the bowl judgments is that in the bowl judgment the beast’s kingdom became darkened (16:10), while the sun and the air were darkened (9:2) by the locusts of the trumpet judgement and the land was darkened (Exodus 10:15) by the plague of the Exodus.  

· Darkness, therefore, is the theme of this judgment.  

· Darkness signals death and destruction.

Revelation 16

· Sixth Bowl: Euphrates Dried Up

· 16:12  The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river, the Euphrates; and its water was dried up, so that the way would be prepared for the kings from the east.  

· The sixth Trumpet judgment also takes us to the Euphrates.

Revelation 16

· Then the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God, 14 one saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, "Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates."  15 And the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were released, so that they would kill a third of mankind. (Revelation 9:13–15, NASB95)
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· On the great river Euphrates…. Drying up a river might not seem like a plague, but what follows is the point.  The gathering of the Earth for the final battle in the land of Israel is the issue. This is the second time the Euphrates plays a role in the book of Revelation.  In Revelation 9, we see four powerful angels bound at the river who are released and head an army of 200 million demon horsemen in the close of the 1st half of the Tribulation.  This results in the death of 1/3 of mankind.  Here we see the Euphrates River as a barrier to the kings of the East. 

Revelation 16

· Kings from the east might be prepared… Why does a way for the kings of East need to be prepared?  There has been debate concerning this verse. Are the kings from the east coming to help the kingdom of the Beast or for war with the kingdom of the Beast? In Daniel 11, before the middle of the tribulation, the Antichrist wars with the east and north, defeating them and consolidating his world power. 

Revelation 16

· Armageddon

· 16:13 And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs.  

· Notice the picture of the unholy trinity of the dragon (16:13), beast (16:13) and false prophet (16:13).  

· Just as the God of heaven performs signs and wonders, so this fraudulent trinity attracts followers to Satan by performing signs (16:14).

Revelation 16

· Three unclean spirits like frogs (16:13).  One of the curses upon Egypt was the curse of the frogs (16:13).

· But if you refuse to let them go, behold, I will smite your whole territory with frogs.  3 The Nile will swarm with frogs, which will come up and go into your house and into your bedroom and on your bed, and into the houses of your servants and on your people, and into your ovens and into your kneading bowls.  4 So the frogs will come up on you and your people and all your servants. (Exodus 8:2–4, NASB95)

Revelation 16

· The similarities between these curses and the curses of the Exodus are given to make a point.  

· That point is this, Jerusalem is the new Egypt. 

·  As God cursed Egypt of old, so He now curses the new Egypt, Jerusalem.  

· That point was clearly made in Revelation chapter 11:
· And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which mystically is called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified. (Revelation 11:8, NASB95)
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· 
16:14  For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty.

· 
These spirits of demons (16:14), which these frogs (16:13) represent, go forth performing signs (16:14), which produce the loyalty and commitment needed to field a great army at Jerusalem. 

Revelation 16

· The phrase the great day of God, the Almighty (16:14) is a variation on the Old Testament phrase "the day of the LORD."  

· "The day of Jehovah" is everywhere in the O. Testament a name for a day of evil, and mostly one of sore punishment."
· Alas for the day! For the day of the Lord is near, And it will come as destruction from the Almighty. (Joel 1:15, NASB95)

Revelation 16

· It is this passage that Peter is quoting in Acts.
· But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them: "Men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give heed to my words. For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day; but this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel: 

Revelation 16

· ‘And it shall be in the last days,’ God says, ‘That I will pour forth of My Spirit on all mankind; And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, And your young men shall see visions, And your old men shall dream dreams; Even on My bondslaves, both men and women, I will in those days pour forth of My Spirit And they shall prophesy.  
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· ‘And I will grant wonders in the sky above And signs on the earth below, Blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke.  ‘The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood, Before the great and glorious day of the Lord shall come.  ‘And it shall be that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ (Acts 2:14–21, NASB95)
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· 
This passage in Acts is another one of those verses that make little sense to anyone other than a Dispensationalist.  

· The "Last days", having been suspended for 2,000 + years and counting, are now coming to their conclusion.  

· As Peter stated, this end game started at Pentecost and, as Stephen demonstrates, was suspended for the Church Age and is now concluding 2,000 + years later in the Battle for Jerusalem.

Revelation 16

· 16:15  ("Behold, I am coming like a thief.  Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his clothes, so that he will not walk about naked and men will not see his shame.")  

· Christ’s seeming delay and unexpected coming (16:15) was illustrated in Christ’s parable of the wedding feast.

Revelation 16

· Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying, 2 "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son.  3 And he sent out his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding feast, and they were unwilling to come. 
4 Again he sent out other slaves saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited, "Behold, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fattened livestock are all butchered and everything is ready; come to the wedding feast."’ 
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· 
5 But they paid no attention and went their way, one to his own farm, another to his business, 6 and the rest seized his slaves and mistreated them and killed them.  7 But the king was enraged, and he sent his armies and destroyed those murderers and set their city on fire. (Matthew 22:1–7, NASB95)

Revelation 16

· For nearly 2000 years now, from the death of Christ to the destruction of Jerusalem, Christ’s servants have been inviting the inhabitants of Judea to the wedding feast, but they were unwilling to come.  

· Indeed, they seized some and mistreated and killed others.  

· And now the enraged king will send his armies and destroyed those murderers and set their city on fire.

· In the beginning of the Book of Revelation, here in the middle, and finally at the end, the writer warns his readers of His soon coming in judgment.

Revelation 16

· Matthew made the same point.

· Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming. (Matthew 24:42, NASB95)
· But keep on the alert at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are about to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man. (Luke 21:36, NASB95)

Revelation 16

· 
These verses clearly teach the importance of alertness and preparation for the quick return of Christ.  This was the first century message.  

· The readers of Revelation would, no doubt, understand that this message was for them.  

· It is they that must stay awake (16:15).  

· This is to say that a future bodily return of Christ is impending, it certainly is, and this passage and the ones in Matthew and Luke are dealing with Christ’s bodily return on the last day, with His coming in judgment at the end of the Jewish Age.
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· 
But what of the part about keeping his clothes (16:15) and being naked (16:15)?  

· That certainly appears to be an esoteric element (one of many in Revelation).  

· Interestingly, Edersheim tells of the role of the Temple guards in keeping watch during the night and how the captain of the guard would check on them during the watch.  If he found any asleep, he would beat them.  If he found them asleep a second time, he would set their clothes on fire.  And remember, it was not uncommon for a person to own only one set of clothes in that day!

Revelation 16

· Edersheim says, "Perhaps one of the most striking instances of this kind is afforded by the words quoted at the head of this chapter—’Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments.’  They literally describe, as we learn from the Rabbis, the punishment awarded to the Temple-guards if found asleep at their posts; and the Rabbinical account of it is curiously confirmed by the somewhat naive confession of one of their number, that on a certain occasion his own maternal uncle had actually undergone the punishment of having his clothes set on fire by the captain of the Temple as he went his rounds at night."

Revelation 16

· 16:16  And they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called Har-Magedon.  This is the only reference to Har-Magedon (16:16) or Armageddon found in the entire Bible.  Let us look at the historical context of the passage.

· Armageddon, a name found only in Rev. 16:16 is described as the rallying place of the kings of the whole world who, led by the unclean spirits issuing from the mouth of the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet, assemble here for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty (Revelation 16:14).

Revelation 16

· 
Although the author designates the name as Hebrew, - its derivation is uncertain.  The generally accepted view is that the word har means mountain (or mountains) and that magedon refers to Megiddo, the biblical city near which many notable battles were fought.  Here the armies of Israel defeated Sisera and his host (Jgs. 5:19), and later it was the scene of the fatal struggle between Josiah and Pharaoh Neco (2 K. 23:29f; 2 Ch. 35:22).

· There was, therefore, a peculiar appropriateness in the choice of this as the arena of the last mighty struggle between the powers of good and evil.

Revelation 16

· Because the phrase "Mountains of Megiddo" does not occur elsewhere, some scholars have conjectured interpretations such as "City of Megiddo," "Land of Megiddo," or "Mount of assembly"; but none has met with general acceptance.  "Mountains" seems to be the best translation for har.

· 
Megiddo itself was a hill town, and the district was in part mountainous".

Revelation 16

· Two things of importance need to be noted here.  First, Megiddo was a place associated with indescribable grief to the Jew.  It was here that one of their greatest and most godly kings died.

· However, Josiah would not turn away from him, but disguised himself in order to make war with him; nor did he listen to the words of Neco from the mouth of God, but came to make war on the plain of Megiddo.  The archers shot King Josiah, and the king said to his servants, "Take me away, for I am badly wounded." 

Revelation 16

· 
So his servants took him out of the chariot and carried him in the second chariot which he had, and brought him to Jerusalem where he died and was buried in the tombs of his fathers.  All Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah.  Then Jeremiah chanted a lament for Josiah.  And all the male and female singers speak about Josiah in their lamentations to this day.  And they made them an ordinance in Israel; behold, they are also written in the Lamentations. (2 Chronicles 35:22–25, NASB95)

Revelation 16

· 
This event made a lasting mark on the conscience of Israel.  Associating grief and sorrow with Megiddo the Biblical writers used this reference to note that there would come another time in which such sorrow would strike Israel.  Revelation 1:7 references Zechariah 12:10 which refers to Christ crucifixion and to Pentecost.  Revelation 16 continues with that thought taking us to the conclusion of that mourning, to those people that did not respond in repentance and faith.

Revelation 16

· 
I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping over a firstborn.  In that day there will be great mourning in Jerusalem, like the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the plain of Megiddo.  The land will mourn, every family by itself". (Zechariah 12:10–12, NASB95)

Revelation 16

· 
Reference is made to "Hadadrimmon." "The term refers to a place near Megiddo at which mourning for Josiah took place after his death in battle against Pharaoh Neco"."  Notice the phrase "Like the mourning of Hadadrimmon."  Revelation picks up this theme of mourning, speaking of this gathering at a place called Har-Magedon (16:16).  This is a gathering for a great mourning like the mourning Israel did for King Josiah when he died.  However, in this mourning the Jews mourn for the death of Israel itself.
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· 
Second, Megiddo was a fortress town on one edge of the valley of Jezreel.  It overlooked a great valley where armies often gathered to fight.  Because it was so strategically located, it was a military necessity to take this fortress town if one wanted to dominate the battlefield.  An army never gives the high ground to the enemy.  As a result, Megiddo could be a precarious place to live.  In other words, there was not a lot of security in being an inhabitant of Megiddo.  It was the object of an invading army’s immediate attention.

Revelation 16

· That being the case, if you wanted to create a picture of a great army gathering to attack and destroy a city set on a hill or mountain, could you pick a better one than by referring to Har-Magedon (16:16) or "Mount of Megiddo?"  

· [This figure in the text of the apocalypse was employed not just for the physical location but for the battle imagery.]  

· This is a point of considerable significance.

Revelation 16

· 
The unholy trinity of the dragon (16:13), the beast (16:13) and the false prophet (16:13) are determined to destroy what they envision as "the apple of His eye" (Zechariah 2:8), not realizing it is He who has drawn them to destruction.  This unholy trinity has succeeded in gathering the kings of the whole world to do this evil deed.  But it is instead the war of the great day of God, the Almighty (Revelation 16:14).

Revelation 16

· Seventh Bowl: The Earth Utterly Shaken

· 
16:17  Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl upon the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple from the throne, saying, "It is done."  

· This voice (16:17) from out of the temple from the throne (16:17) is "Signifying God’s control and approval."  

· "God himself is the speaker in order to denote the full certainty of the destruction threatened."
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· "The announcement, It is done! (v. 17) brings us to the long-anticipated culmination of what has seemed an endless stream of judgments."
Revelation 16

· 
16:18  And there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder; and there was a great earthquake, such as there had not been since man came to be upon the earth, so great an earthquake was it, and so mighty.  

· This last bowl judgment (16:18) brings us back to the sixth seal, which was also the last seal.  

· Again, this suggests the cyclic nature of the judgments in Revelation.

Revelation 16

· Revelation 16:17-21
· Poured out his bowl into the air… When the wrath proceeding from the 7th Bowl is completed Christ returns with the armies of saints and angels.  The loud voice is most likely God’s voice in the Temple. Since when the cloud filled the Temple no one was permitted in the Temple till the bowls of wrath were complete. (Rev 15:8) 
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· There was a great earthquake…The events of this final bowl of wrath proceeds as the armies of the Earth are arriving or headed toward Jerusalem.  An earthquake un-equaled in the history of mankind destroys all the cities of the earth, including rebuilt Babylon.

· Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, "Thus with violence the great city Babylon shall be thrown down, and shall not be found anymore.
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· Great Babylon was remembered before God…”New Babylon the economic center of the world is divided into three parts.  This happens immediate before its complete destruction covered in chapter 18.

· Great hail from heaven fell upon men….As the armies of the earth are gathered, and people run from the earthquakes hailstones weighing 135 pounds (1 talent) fall on mankind. 
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· Men blasphemed God…Even at this point with these horrendous judgments on mankind, the oozing sores, death in the oceans and fresh water, the scorching heat, the unbearable pain in darkness and an earthquake unlike any ever in the history of the world, men decide to curse God rather then repent.  Here again God is demonstrating the righteousness of his Judgment against hardness of man.

Revelation 16

·             The book of Joel, chapter 3 pictures this end time gathering of the nations against Israel in the land of Israel.  Joel calls, event the “Valley of decision” (Joel 3;14) because people have made the choice to go to war against their creator. They feel they are assembling for war (Vs. 9), but actually they assembling for judgment(Vs. 12).

Revelation 16

· Much of the text for this study was taken from:

· 
Bass, R. E. (2004). Back to the Future : A study in the book of Revelation (369). Greenville, SC: Living Hope Press

· However, Bass is a Preterist, believing that the Book of Revelation was written in the 60's and was fulfilled by the Fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD, so I removed the preterist interpretations and inserted my own, and did the same with Mills, who composes several slides of material.

· Truthnet was also quoted in various places.

