Antichrist and the End Times

AET-065 and 066:

Revelation 14 – The 144,000

The Lamb and the 144,000
· In chapter 13, we read of the beast and his terror upon the people of God.  

· In chapter 16, we read about the judgement of the bowls.  

· But unexpectedly in chapters 14 and 15, we are admitted to heavenly scenes.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· This is an incredibly rich chapter, especially since it contrasts the future of the saints with that of the sinners. 

· The entire book has been organized as a series of juxtaposed scenes contrasting the heavenly realm with the earthly, the vertical world centering on the presence of God and the Lamb with the saints, and the horizontal situation in which the forces of evil seem to triumph over the saints. 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· Chapter 1 depicts Christ walking among the lampstands, protecting and in control of the churches, while chapters 2–3 show the persecution and heretical movements arrayed against the church. 

· The majesty of the throne room vision (chaps. 4–5) contrasts with the imperial cult (chaps. 2–3), and the judgments of the seals (chap. 6) contrast with the sealing of the saints and the joy of the multitudes in heaven (chap. 7). 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· The trumpet judgments (chaps. 8–9) are answered with the promise to the church that the scroll, God’s plan for ending this age, will involve suffering (bitterness) but will result in vindication (sweetness; chap. 10).

· The place of the [Messianic Jews] in these end-time convulsions is seen in both the measuring of the temple and the ministry of the two witnesses (chap. 11), and again it will involve both suffering and vindication. 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· Comparing 12:11 with 13:7, we see that the death of the saints will be their victory over Satan, and his apparent victory will actually be his defeat. 

· The war of the false trinity against the people of God (chaps. 12–13) sets the scene for this picture in chapter 14 of the victory of the saints and the eternal punishment of those who have willingly been the instruments of the actions of the dragon against the saints." - Baker

The Lamb and the 144,000
· By: Keith Krell
· Now before we delve into Revelation 14, we need to remember that we are currently in a parenthetical section. 

· This section began in chapter 10 and runs through chapter 15. 

· These chapters do not move forward chronologically, rather John sees visions of peoples and events that encompass the tribulation period. 

· For example, chapter 13 tells us about the Beast, the False Prophet, and the mark of the Beast. 
The Lamb and the 144,000
· Revelation 14 then serves as a timeout to provide encouragement by telling of the ultimate triumph for those who refuse the beast’s mark and to predict the doom of those who do receive it.

· In Revelation 14:1-20, we will discover three future facts about God.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· 1. God will honor His remnant (14:1-5). In these five verses, we move from agony (13:1-18) to ecstasy. In this vision John describes the setting, the sound, the song, and the separation. In 14:1, John describes the setting: “Then I looked,4 and behold,5 the Lamb6 was standing7 on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads.� 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· This verse fast-forwards to the triumph of the Lamb and the 144,000 (cf. 7:1-8). They are standing together on “Mount Zion,� …This again demonstrates God’s faithfulness to His people. 

· It is also worth noting that the 144,000 have the name of the “Father written on their foreheads.� 

· This is in contrast to the mark of the Beast (13:16-17; 14:11).

The Lamb and the 144,000
· These are those whom God set apart as His own. They march to the step of the Father. This remnant is faithful to God.

· In 14:2, John describes the sound: “And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps.�
The Lamb and the 144,000
· It is typically thought that the sealing of the 144,000 protected them from martyrdom. 

· While this may be true, it is not specifically stated. 

· Neither, I must add, are we told precisely what the 144,000 are sealed for (cf. Rev 7:3-4). 

· It is generally assumed that these sealed Jewish saints are protected from martyrdom so that they may evangelize. 

· They are thus thought by some to be the instruments of God for the salvation of the innumerable host (7:9-17). 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· While this is possible, it is not stated. I am personally more inclined to see the emphasis fall on the stated fact (14:4) that they are first fruits to God, a guarantee of the salvation of the entire nation Israel.

· Verse 3 suggests that the “Voice from heaven� refers to heaven’s angels. The phrases “Like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder� refer to authority and power. 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· The mention of “Harps� and “Harpists� refers to comfort and love. While we are not told what the voice says, clearly the 144,000 hear words of commendation. 

· These men were hated by the world during the seven-year tribulation. They were cursed by men and hunted by the Antichrist as criminals. Yet, now as they are in Christ’s presence, He commends them.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· In 14:3, John describes the song: “And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders; and no one could learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had been purchased from the earth.�
· [The 144,000] sang a new song. In the Old Testament singing a new song represents praise for something God has done. It is worth noting that a “New song� is not necessarily a song new in time (chronos), but one fresh with a new (kainos) response and understanding so that it is sung as though it were new.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· Twice in 14:3-4, the 144,000 are said to have been “Purchased.� 

· The difference between these men and those who were defiled is to be found only the redemption, which Christ wrought on the cross. 

· The only ones who are righteous are those who have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· Apparently, there was a special significance to the lyrics of this song that would have unique meaning to these faithful men. God had “Purchased� them from the earth for their special ministry in the great tribulation (cf. 14:4), not just for salvation. 

· The principle is this: Special faithfulness in the present world leads to special reward in the future kingdom.

· In 14:4-5, John describes the separation: “These are the ones who have not been defiled with women, for they have kept themselves chaste.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· The Old Testament established the concept of “Holy war.� In such war, the soldier was to be very careful not to be defiled, lest it have a negative effect on the army of God. Achan’s sin, for example, brought defeat to the army of God (cf. Jos 7). So, too, strict sexual regulations were laid down concerning defilement (cf. Deut 23:9-14; Lev 15:16-18). This included the prohibition of marital sexual relationships in the case of war (cf. 1 Sam 21:4-5). 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· Uriah is a stellar example of the dedication of a soldier, refusing the normal enjoyment of sex with his wife, because of the war in which he was engaged, all this in contrast to David, who took the war lightly, and who took Uriah’s wife to bed with him (2 Sam 11). This OT perspective is helpful to me, however, Thomas points out that during the tribulation, the 144,000 will not be called to fight but to lay down their lives (13:9-10). See Thomas, Revelation 8-22, 196.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These have been purchased from among men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb. And no lie was found in their mouth; they are blameless.� The character of the 144,000 is summarized by the word “Blameless� (14:5). More specifically, they were honest and truthful: “No lie was found in their mouth.� These men refused to bow the knee to the religious lies of the Antichrist (13:15; 2 Thess 2:11). Furthermore, they spoke the truth even though deception abounded.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· The most puzzling part of this description is the fact that these men “Have kept themselves chaste.� They have not, we are told, “Been defiled with women.� Since this statement is perplexing, I will take a moment to put the matter in context, so that all of the women who might read this might have their minds put at ease. In the New Testament, sexual abstinence and celibacy are seen as options, but not imperatives. Paul spoke of the possibility of a man and wife abstaining from normal marital sexual activity, for the purpose of prayer (1 Cor 7:5).

The Lamb and the 144,000
· He could also recommend the celibate life to those who saw this as freeing them from family obligations in order to devote themselves to other responsibilities and opportunities (1 Cor 7:7; 25-35). He also said, “I think then that this is good in view of the present distress, that it is good for a man to remain as he is [single]� (1 Cor 7:26). In the context of the whole chapter, as well as the “Present distress� of that day, we can understand how it would be good for a man or woman to choose to remain single.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· Surely if the distress of Paul’s day was so severe as to warrant celibacy, the great tribulation of the last days calls for celibacy even more.

· In our culture, being single is undervalued. Yet, a single person can accomplish great things for the Lord. As wonderful as a spouse and children are, they can be distractions (albeit blessed) that can keep a disciple from accomplishing what he/she could as a single. If you sense that the Lord would have you be single, then maximize the single life for the glory of God.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· The 144,000 will receive special commendation because they followed the Lamb faithfully during their lives (14:4b). They experienced intimate fellowship with Christ. This was especially difficult due to the time in which they lived, the great tribulation. They receive honor because they not only experienced purchase by God but because they were firstfruits to God. Some view this as expressing the idea that they are the first of others who will follow, specifically believers who will enter the millennium as living believers. However, there will be no others who follow that are just like the 144,000; they are unique. 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· 2. God will judge mankind (14:6-13). In 14:6-7, John writes, “And I saw another angel flying in midheaven, having an eternal gospel to preach to those who live on the earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and people; and he said with a loud voice, ‘Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come; worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters.’�
The Lamb and the 144,000
· John next saw another angel (cf. 7:2; 8:3; 10:1) flying between heaven and earth (cf. 8:13). He had an “Eternal gospel� to preach to the worldwide population. “Gospel� means good news. What this good news is comes out in the next verse. It is “Eternal� because it has eternal significance. In 14:7, the angel spoke loudly, revealing his urgency and concern. The loudness of his voice implies that everyone will hear his message. This angel gives three commands: “Fear God,� “Give Him glory,� and “Worship Him.�
The Lamb and the 144,000
· The phrase “Fear God� indicates that people must respect God for who He is. Fear carries the idea of awe. We must first gain an awe of God if we are going to respect His work. The reason for fearing God is “Because the hour of His judgment has come.� This is the very last chance that these unbelievers will have to change their allegiance from Satan to God before the final judgments of the great tribulation begin. An expression of the fear of God is to believe His promises. The most important promise being that He gives eternal life to those who believe (John 6:47).

The Lamb and the 144,000
· To “Give God glory� means to repent, having acknowledged His attributes (cf. Deut 6:13; 10:20; Matt 4:10; Acts 14:15-17). The only way to glorify God is to accept the principle of grace. Grace means that God does the work. If God does the work, then He gets the glory. If we do the work then we get the glory. God made every provision we need to execute the Christian way of life in Christ. If we accept and believe that, we glorify God. Finally, God commands men to “Worship Him.� The word “Worship� means “To prostrate one’s self.�
The Lamb and the 144,000
· All men are called upon to worship the God who is the Creator. This is an expression of the Gospel in its most elementary terms (cf. also Acts 14:14-18).

· It is important to note that the angel referred to natural revelation in making this appeal. God is worthy of worship because He is the Creator, and He has the right to judge what He has created (cf. Neh 9:6; Ps 33:6-9; 146:6). People are told to worship Him who “Made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water.� Our own nature witnesses that there is a God. It takes four years of college and two years of postgraduate work to deny that! 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· That is the fundamental witness of God found everywhere in the world (Rom 1:19). It is the witness that no one can miss because it is manifest all around us.

· This calls attention to the ageless and universal message of creation itself. Age after age creation has called man to recognize God’s existence and to seek after Him (cf. Acts 17:26-27 with Ps 19:1-6). This means men are without excuse and that the hour of the Creator’s judgment is about to fall (Rom 1:18-20).

The Lamb and the 144,000
· A second angel now cries out in 14:8: “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who has made all the nations drink of the wine of the passion of her immorality.� Since the downfall of Babylon is described in detail in chapters 17-18 I will merely say that the point of this proclamation is that the system (of which the Beast is the head) is doomed. If Babylon is fallen, then so is the Beast! The system that has overcome the world and the saints is indeed, short-lived. How foolish to fall before the Beast or his image, when Babylon is destined to fall.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· In 14:9-12, a third angel cries out: “If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; they have no rest day and night, those who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name. Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus.�
The Lamb and the 144,000
· As God looks upon the wickedness of man, his rejection of His Son and his worship of the Beast, He is left with only three choices: (1) He can indulge it and allow it to go on forever. That means that all the injustice, pain, and suffering in this world would continue indefinitely. Neither man nor God want that. (2) God can force man to obey. But this would take away our capacity to give our love to God freely. (3) God’s only other remaining choice is to withdraw Himself from those who refuse His love. He must let them have their way forever. 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· God doesn’t want anyone to go to hell. You’ll have to step over the body of Jesus Christ to get there!

· The Scriptures make it clear that if a person rejects Jesus Christ, he/she is condemned eternally (cf. Matt 25:41).

· Why would the Lord tell tribulation believers this? Tribulation saints will suffer great persecution for refusing to take the mark. 

· They will see unbelievers who take the mark avoid the persecution they are experiencing. 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· This would be discouraging for any believer who was shortsighted. Verses 9-11 are thus designed to give the tribulation saints (and believers of all ages) the big picture.

· We might paraphrase 14:12 in this way: This [knowing the fate of those who take the mark] is a motivation for believers to endure the persecutions and to persist in obeying God’s commands and in keeping the faith.

· End Introduction

The Lamb and the 144,000
· 14:1  Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads.
The Lamb and the 144,000
· The Lamb (14:1) is of course Jesus Christ.  In the last chapter we had another lamb, a fraud, the false prophet who gave his service to the beast.

· As Aune (1998a: 803) notes, the idea of “Standing� is a military metaphor and pictures the Lamb as a divine warrior ready to annihilate his enemy. The saints are seen as participating in that joyous victory (see Rev. 2:26–27; 17:14). Thus, this is the place of deliverance and glory, celebrating the victory of the saints over the false trinity.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· The Mount Zion mentioned here is the eternal Zion found in Heaven.  

· Jerusalem in general and the Temple mount area in particular were the original Mount Zion.  

· However, in Revelation, and much of the New Testament, Mount Zion, is now in heaven.  

· The Mount Zion is here to be understood as the heavenly Zion, the seat of the new Jerusalem which is above, and which is our mother (Gal. 4:26).

The Lamb and the 144,000
· The earthly one is under the ban, or curse, by God and is under siege by the Antichrist.  

· The heavenly original is, however, the place of this meeting and worship.  

· The writer of the book of Hebrews has this same heavenly Jerusalem, or Mount Zion, in mind in his book.  

· Paul does as well in Galatians.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels." (Hebrews 12:22, NASB95)
· But the Jerusalem above is free; she is our mother. (Galatians 4:26, NASB95)

The Lamb and the 144,000
· The next question deals with the identity of this one hundred and forty-four thousand.  

· Are they the same as those in chapter 7?  

· Those in chapter 7 are clearly [Messianic Jewish] Christians that have been sealed for physical protection during the tribulation that is coming upon the whole land of Israel.  

· We have in chapter 7 a great multitude of Jewish believers marked by God that the death angel might pass over them.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· “The 144,000 Jews are a sort of “first fruits” (Revelation 14:4) of a redeemed Israel which has been previously prophesied (Zechariah 12:10; Romans 11:25-27), and their mission is to evangelize the post-rapture world and proclaim the gospel during the tribulation period. 

· As a result of their ministry, millions—“a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language” (Revelation 7:9)—will come to faith in Christ. – Got Questions

· They are standing with Christ in the heavenly Zion singing songs of victory.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· Robert Utley

· WORD AND PHRASE STUDY

· NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 14:1–5 

· 1Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads.2And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· 3And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders; and no one could learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had been purchased from the earth. 4These are the ones who have not been defiled with women, for they have kept themselves chaste. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These have been purchased from among men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb.5And no lie was found in their mouth; they are blameless.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· 14:1 “The Lamb� This is a reference to the Messiah (cf. 5:6, 8, 12–13; 13:8; Isa. 53:7; John 1:29, 36; I Pet. 1:18–19).

·  “Standing on Mount Zion� There have been numerous theories identifying this phrase: (1) that it stands for Mt. Moriah and the literal Temple area in Jerusalem (cf. Isa. 24:23; Joel 2:32); (2) that it stands for heavenly Jerusalem (cf. Heb. 11:10, 16; 12:22–23; 13:14; Gal. 4:26); (3) that it is an apocalyptic symbol found in the non-canonical book of II Esdras 2:42–47; 13:35, 39–40; 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· (4) that it refers to the OT passage which speaks of the end-time gathering of the people of God (cf. Ps. 48; Isa. 24:23; Joel 2:32; Micah 4:1, 7; Obadiah 17, 21); or (5) that the background, like several other passages in this section, is Ps. 2, particularly v. 6.
· Remember that some commentators relate each of these visions to the OT passages or Palestinian places, some to intertestamental apocalyptic literature, and others to first century Greco-Roman history.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· "For me (Utley)these visions of Jewish things beginning with chapter 6 on, are allusions to the NT people of God, the saints, the church. In this particular case, it is an allusion to the heavenly temple (cf. Heb. 8:2; 9:11, 24)."

· [WHY?] 

· [Revelation is about The Jews - The 144,000 that we saw in Chapter 7 who have now been Raptured.]

· [Utley and others have a hard time, either because they do not believe in a Pre-Trib Rapture, or are “Replacement Theologians.]

The Lamb and the 144,000
· Utley, again:  "With Him one hundred and forty-four thousand…" 

· This is the same group of the redeemed as in 5:9; of the sealed in 7:4–8; of those washed in the Lamb’s blood in 7:14–17. Therefore, in my opinion, this stands for the people of God, the saints, the church.” (Bob Utley said that)

· [JEWS (I said that), and so does the Bible:

· “Then I heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel” (Revelation 7:4)]  Any Questions!

The Lamb and the 144,000
· The 144,000 have on their foreheads τὸ ὄνομα αὐτοῦ καὶ τὸ ὄνομα τοῦ πατρὸς αὐτοῦ (to onoma autou kai to onoma tou patros autou, his name and the name of his Father), an obvious contrast to the mark of the beast (13:16). 

· This … prepares for 22:4, where “His name will be on their foreheads.� 

· The message is one of ownership and security: God will protect those who bear his name; they are his people.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· That it is the name of God and the Lamb further extends the major theme of the book, the oneness of the Father and the Son. 

· The Godhead authenticates these saints and identifies them in the words of 21:3b, “They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.� 

· "Having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads” 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· Does this refer to one name or to two? 

· It may refer to the titles of Isa. 9:6, which relate to both the Father and the Son. 

· These are those who have been sealed and belong to God (cf. Rev. 7).

· 14:2 "I heard a voice from heaven, like" These descriptive phrases were used of God’s voice in Ezek. 43:2, of Jesus’ voice in 1:15, and of the heavenly multitudes’ voices in 19:6. 

· Often it is used to denote that the speaker is in heaven (cf. 4:5; 11:19; 16:8). - Utley

The Lamb and the 144,000
· 14:2  And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps.

· One author describes this voice from heaven saying, "In the perfection of rhythm it was as the flowing of many waters; in the mighty volume it was as the peal of great thunders; in the sweetness of melody, it was as if it were attuned to the strings of an hundred and forty-four thousand harps."
The Lamb and the 144,000
· 14:3  And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders; and no one could learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had been purchased from the earth [land]. 

· Why is it no one (14:3) in heaven could learn (14:3) this song (14:3)?  "That no one could learn their song was doubtless because it was the song of redemption; the angels might look with admiration and wonder on the work of redemption, but they have no experience of it.  They can never sing: ‘for he hath redeemed us by his blood.’  The redeemed can sing a song that the angels cannot sing."
The Lamb and the 144,000
· 14:3 "They sang a new song before the throne" This is an allusion to Rev. 5:9. The "They" could refer to (1) the angelic creatures who sing the song in Rev. 5:9 or (2) the song of the one hundred and forty-four thousand in the concluding part of v. 3 and 15:2. 

· This new song is an allusion to Isa. 42:10 and Ps. 33:3; 40:3; 96:1; 98:1; 144:9; 149:1. 

· The promised new age of the Spirit has come! 

· [It's the 144,000, and they’re singing Jewish Scripture!]

The Lamb and the 144,000
· Once again all of John’s senses are utilized. He “Sees� in 14:1 and “Hears� in 14:2–3. 

· As the [144K] are with the Lamb on Mount Zion, John hears a glorious song from heaven. 

· Harps and singing are found in 5:8–9; 14:2–3; and 15:2–3, so there is an obvious connection. 

· This “Sound from heaven� is very loud. 

· John uses three strong similes (ὡς, hōs, like) to describe it: The sound of many waters,� “A peal of loud thunder,� and “Harpists playing harps.�
The Lamb and the 144,000
· In the Mediterranean basin, the “Many waters� would picture the roar of the sea hitting the shore. 

· In 6:1 the living creature called forth the first of the four horsemen in “A voice like thunder,� and in 19:6 the great multitude shouted “Hallelujah� like �the sound of many waters and loud peals of thunder.� 

· The hymn of 19:6 celebrates the “Wedding of the Lamb� with the church (cf. 19:7), a natural parallel to the celebration here. 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· There is a natural progression in the four hymns: 5:9 celebrates the purchase of people by the blood of Christ; 14:2–3 celebrates the victory of the saints over the beast; 15:2–4 (the “Song of Moses � and the Lamb�) celebrates the justice of God in the final judgment plagues; and 19:6–7 celebrates the messianic wedding feast.

· The emphasis on the “Loud� nature of the singing is found only here and in 19:6 and marks these two as particularly boisterous celebrations.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· Κιθαρῳδῶν (kitharōdōn, harpists) does not refer just to persons playing harps but rather to those who accompany their singing with harps (BAGD 432). 

· The “harp� was a ten- or twelve-string lyre used often in temple worship (Ps. 33:2; 57:8). 

· In the Apocalypse, harps are mentioned in 5:8; 14:2; 15:2; and 18:22. 

· The first three are hymns, while 18:22 says that harps and music will never again play in Babylon. 

· The combination of the loud singing and the harps emphasizes the tremendous joy and worship that is going on in heaven.
The Lamb and the 144,000
· "Who had been purchased from the earth" 

· This is the OT concept of a near relative purchasing a family member’s release (go’el i.e. Ruth and Boaz). It is used of those for whom Christ died (cf. 5:9; 7:14). 

· 14:4 "These are the ones who have not been defiled with women" 

· There has been much discussion over this verse because it seems to imply that this is a select, celibate group out of the 144,000 of chapter 7.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· However, I (Utley) think that these phrases can be explained in symbolic, or at least OT, terms and were never meant to be taken literally. [WHAT?]

· The phrase "Had not been defiled with women" can be understood in several ways: (1) it refers literally to celibacy; (2) it refers to spiritual adultery with the beast or the great whore (cf. 14:8; 17:2; 18:9), (3) it refers to specific comments to the seven churches (cf. 2:14, 20, 22; 3:4); 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· (4) it refers to OT ritual purification for battle (cf. Exod. 19:14–15; Deut. 23:9–10; I Sam. 21:4–5; II Sam. 11:6–13; or 

· (5) it is simply an allusion to an OT title for the people of God, "The virgin daughter of Zion" (cf. II Kgs. 19:21; Jer. 18:13; Lam. 2:13; Amos 5:2; II Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:27).

The Lamb and the 144,000
· It must be asserted that sexual intercourse between married partners is not an unspiritual activity. 

· Sexuality (marriage) is God’s idea, His way of filling the earth, His command (cf. Gen. 1:22). 

· Celibacy is surely a spiritual gift for ministry (cf. I Cor. 7), but it is not a holier state. 

· Greek asceticism is not biblical (neither is pre-marital or extra-marital sexual activity)!

The Lamb and the 144,000
· "These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes" This speaks of discipleship and service (cf.John 7:17; 10:4). [Jews]

· "From among men as first fruits to God" 

· This term was used in the OT to show God’s ownership of the entire crop (cf. Exod. 23:19; 34:76). [Jews]

· In the NT it refers to the church [WHAT?] (cf. Heb. 12:23; Jas. 1:18 [BOTH Jewish Believer books]), the people of Jesus, the first fruits of the resurrection [OT Saints] (cf. I Cor. 15:20, 23; Rev. 1:5).

The Lamb and the 144,000
· Epaenetus is called the “Firstfruit� (i.e., first convert) in Asia (Rom. 16:5), and the household of Stephanus the “Firstfruits� of Achaia (1 Cor. 16:15; cf. also 2 Thess. 2:13). 

· James calls his readers “The firstfruits of creation� (1:18), meaning the beginning of a new creation in Christ. 

· The NT follows the OT in describing the believer as “The first� among many, meaning that God will continue to bless the harvest (of souls). 

· Similar to this passage is 1 Cor. 15:20, where Christ in his resurrection is “The firstfruits of those who have died� (see also Rom. 8:23). 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· He was the guarantee that all the redeemed would follow him. 

· In Rom. 11:16 the conversion of the Gentiles is seen as the first of a great harvest: “If the part of the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy. If the root is holy, so are the branches.� 

· Thus, here the 144,000 are the [Messianic Jewish Evangelists] of the tribulation period seen as an offering to God guaranteeing the final harvest of all the believers (the harvest of 14:14–16).

The Lamb and the 144,000
· 20  But the fact is that Christ (the Messiah) has been raised from the dead, and He became the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep [in death]. 

· 21  For since [it was] through a man that death [came into the world, it is] also through a Man that the resurrection of the dead [has come]. 

· 22  For just as [because of their punion of nature] in Adam all people die, so also [by virtue of their qunion of nature] shall all in Christ be made alive. 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· 23  But each in his own rank and turn: Christ (the Messiah), the firstfruits, then those who are Christ’s [own will be resurrected] at His coming. 

· 24  After that comes the end (the completion), when He delivers over the kingdom to God the Father after rendering inoperative and abolishing every [other] rule and every authority and power. 

· 25  For [Christ] must be King and reign until He has put all [His] enemies under His feet. [Ps. 110:1]

· 26  The last enemy to be subdued and abolished is death. 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· Mt 27:52  The tombs were opened and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep ein death were raised [to life]; 

· 53  And coming out of the tombs after His resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many people. 

· This took place on The Feast of Firstfruits and these were the OT Believers from Paradise - The Firstfruits of the 1st Resurrection. 
The Lamb and the 144,000
· “If 14:6–7 is an actual offer of salvation and a demand to repent, then the context indeed has an element of God’s mission to the world in it. 

· From this perspective, the “firstfruits” of 14:4 would look forward to the “eternal gospel” going to the nations in the narrative line of the chapter, and 14:14–16 would constitute the harvest of sinners anticipated in 14:4, 6–7.” – Baker

· i.e. Firstfruits of Daniel’s 70th Week.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· 14:5 “No lie was found in their mouth� 

· There are several possible origins for this metaphor: (1) it is related to a similar phrase in Rev. 21:27 and 22:15; (2) it is related to Emperor worship where Christians never yielded to the command of the persecutors to say, “Caesar is Lord�; (3) it is symbolic of OT defilement (cf. Zeph. 3:13; Mal. 2:16); or (4) it may be a reference to unbelief as in Rom. 1:25; I John 2:22).

The Lamb and the 144,000
·  “They are blameless� This is literally “Without defect� (cf. Phil. 3:6). 

· Originally it referred to sacrificial animals, but came to be used metaphorically of humans (cf. Noah, Gen. 6:9, 17 and Job, Job 1:1). 

· It is applied to Jesus in Heb. 9:14 and I Pet. 1:19. 

· This is another way of referring to the Christlike life. 

· This is God’s will for His people (cf. Lev. 19:2; Deut. 18:13; Matt. 5:48; I Pet. 1:16).

The Lamb and the 144,000
· NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 14:6–7

· 6And I saw another angel flying in midheaven, having an eternal gospel to preach to those who live on the earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and people; 7and he said with a loud voice, “Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come; worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters. �
The Lamb and the 144,000
· 14:6 “I saw another angel flying in midheaven� 

· In 8:13 there is an eagle flying in midheaven, which implies something well visible and able to proclaim to the whole earth.

·  “Having an eternal gospel to preach to those who live on the earth� 

· It is significant that the “Gospel� here is for those who live (dwell) on earth and this is used often in Revelation of unbelievers. 

· Some see this as a fulfillment of Matt. 28:18–20 or more specifically, Matt. 24:14 and Mark 13:10.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· The content of this gospel is much like the message of John the Baptist (cf. Luke 3:3–14), [of course it is, it is the Gospel of the Kingdom.]

· or Jesus’ statement to the evil one in Matt. 4:10. 

· The message of judgment is a significant element in this gospel. 

· Verses 6–7 are significant, for they show us that all of these God-sent judgments on lost mankind are for the purpose of redemption (cf. 9:20–21; 16:9, 11).

The Lamb and the 144,000
·  “To every nation and tribe and tongue and people�
· 14:7 “Fear God, and give Him glory� 

· This is an AORIST PASSIVE (deponent) IMPERATIVE and an AORIST ACTIVE IMPERATIVE. There are three AORIST IMPERATIVES in v. 7. 

· Mankind is commanded to respond to God in decisive acts of faith (cf. John 1:12; Rom. 10:9–13). In 11:13 fallen mankind seems to give God glory, but is quickly drawn away by the miracles of the beast in chapter 13.

The Lamb and the 144,000
·  “Because the hour of His judgment has come� 

· The term 塗our� is significant in the Gospel of John (cf. 2:4; 4:21, 23; 5:25, 28; 7:30; 8:20; 12:23, 27; 13:1; 16:21, 32; 17:1). It speaks of the divine timing of a preset event (the Day of the Lord, cf. 14:15 and 9:15).

·  “Worship Him� 

· This is another AORIST ACTIVE IMPERATIVE which is a decisive command.

The Lamb and the 144,000
·  “Who made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters� 

· This is similar to the affirmation found in Acts 14:15, which quotes Exod. 20:11 or Ps. 146:6. 

· God is described as creator as in Job 38–41. 

· The only unusual phrase is “The springs of water,� which some see as (1) being connected to the earlier plagues of the angels (cf. 8:10) or (2) in contrast to the undrinkable sea water.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 14:8

· 8And another angel, a second one, followed, saying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who has made all the nations drink of the wine of the passion of her immorality."

· 14:8 “‘Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great� 

· The verb is not only repeated, but occurs first in the Greek sentence, emphasizing these AORIST ACTIVE INDICATIVES. 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· It is very difficult to interpret the book of the Revelation because concepts are expanded at different places (the beast is briefly mentioned in 11:7 but not fully discussed until chapter 13). 

· The full discussion of Babylon’s fall is found in 16:19 and 17:1–18:24.

· [Not in these cases, the scene here is a parenthesis of what is happening in Heaven and then jumps back to earth in Chapters 16-18.]
The Lamb and the 144,000
· [Babylon] stands for all human societies organized and functioning apart from God. 

· This human self-sufficiency is a direct result of the fall (cf. Gen. 3) and was first expressed in the Tower of Babel (cf. Gen. 10–11). 

· The world empires are becoming more anti-God, which will issue in the ultimate world kingdom of the Antichrist at the end-time (cf. Dan. 2:7–8). This maybe an allusion to Isa. 21:9; Jer. 51:8.

· [Babylon speaks of 'World-wide systems", like the original Tower of Babel and the current "New World Order".]

The Lamb and the 144,000
·  “Has made all the nations drink of the wine of the passion of her immorality� 

· The allusion is to Jer. 51:7–8 (cf. 17:2, 4; 18:3). 

· The term “Passion� is the Greek term �thumos,� which relates to an outburst of emotion (cf. 17:2, 3; 18:3). 

· Those who drink Babylon’s wine will drink YHWH’s wine (cf. v. 9)!

· [Babylon's wine makes you drunk, God's will sober you up!]

· [This is Emotional Control.]

The Lamb and the 144,000
· NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 14:9–12

· 9Then another angel, a third one, followed them, saying with a loud voice, 的f anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· 11”And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; they have no rest day and night, those who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name. 12Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· 14:9 This is a FIRST CLASS CONDITIONAL SENTENCE with two verbs, “Worships� and “Receives.� 

· Some humans, many humans, will commit these idolatrous acts. 

· This is the exact opposite of receiving God’s Messiah in vv. 7 and 12.  

· Those who do will experience the wrath of God (cf. v. 10).

· 14:10 “He also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God� 

· Humans have only two spiritual options, God or evil. 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· The Greek term wrath orgē refers to “A settled opposition.� 

· The allusion is to Isa. 51:17 or Jer. 25:15–16 (cf. Rev. 16:19; 19:15). 

· Believers must face the wrath of Babylon (cf. v. 8), but unbelievers will face the wrath of God (cf. v. 10).

· This strange combination of terms (literally “Mixed unmixed�) means that the wine of God’s wrath has been mixed with other elements in order to make it extremely intoxicating, but unmixed as far as being watered down. 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· The term “Cup� was often used in the OT for God’s judgment (cf. Isa. 51:17, 22; Jer. 25:15–17, 27–29; Ps. 75:8). 

· Jesus drank the cup of God’s wrath for all mankind (cf. Mark 14:36). 

· The unbelieving world will not respond to Him by faith; and therefore, they face the cup themselves!

The Lamb and the 144,000
· “And he will be tormented with fire and brimstone� 

· This is an allusion to God’s judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah (cf.Gen. 19:24, 28; Isa. 34:8–10; Luke 17:29; Jude 7). 

· Torment is the ultimate fate of the two beasts (cf. 19:20), of the evil one (cf.20:10), and of unrepentant mankind (cf. 20:15; 21:8).

· Fire was an OT metaphor of God’s holiness (cf. Num. 9:15–16, etc. ) 

· It was used as a means of cleansing (cf. Lev. 8:17, 32; 9:11, 24; 13:32, 55, 57, etc. ) and judgment (cf. Lev. 10:1–2; Num. 11:1–3, etc.). 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· This association with judgment was expanded to describe a place of judgment. 

· Jesus used the garbage dump south of Jerusalem in the valley of the sons of Hinnom (Gehenna) as a symbol of eternal punishment (cf. Rev. 20:10, 14–15).

The Lamb and the 144,000
· 14:11 The smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever� 

· …according to the Scriptures humans must respond to God’s offer in faith (cf. Mark 1:15; Acts 3:16, 19; 20:21) while they live (cf. Heb. 9:27); if they refuse to respond, the consequences are ultimate and eternal (cf. Mark 9:47–48; Matt. 25:46; John 5:29; Acts 24:15; II Thess. 1:6–9). 

· The permanent punishment of the wicked is compared to the transitory suffering of the saints. This is supported in the phrase “They will have no rest day and night,� while in v. 13 the saints do have rest.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· Utley: “This is not an easy subject to discuss. The love of God and His heart for redemption are in contrast to His verdict of eternal punishment. Most of God’s judgments in Revelation are for redemption, like the plagues on Egypt and the covenant curses of Deut. 27–29. Yet, God’s ultimate rejection is permanent. It is not disciplinary, it is punitive! This is so hard to understand, to emotionally handle. It does accentuate the need for evangelism!”

The Lamb and the 144,000
· “Before I leave this subject let me share with you a thought I have had in this area. As bad as hell is for humankind, it is worse for God. God created humans in His image for fellowship. All of creation is a stage for God to meet and know mankind. God loves all the sons and daughters of Adam (cf. Ezek. 18:32; I Tim. 2:4; II Pet. 3:9). He loves them so much He was willing to send His own Son to die in their place (cf. John 3:16; II Cor. 5:21). But He has chosen that sinners must respond to Him in trust, faith, repentance, obedience, service, and worship. God does not send anyone to Hell, but unbelievers send themselves (cf. John 3:17–21).”

The Lamb and the 144,000
· “Hell is an open, bleeding sore in the heart of God that will never be healed! I am not sure God ever has “a good day.� Oh, the pain of willful rebellion in the face of sacrificial love!” - Utley

· [This is pure anthropopathism - and nearly blasphemous emotionalism!]

· God is perfect and is not "saddened" by His Perfection, or Mankind's rejection of it - Perfect Justice demands perfect punishment.]

The Lamb and the 144,000
· 14:12 Perseverance is a major theme throughout the book (cf. 1:9; 2:7, 11, 17, 19, 26; 3:5, 10, 12, 21; 13:10; 21:7). God’s people have been shown to be faithful even in the midst of persecution. See full note and Special Topic at 2:7.

·  "Who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus" 

· A similar description of believers is found in 12:17. Notice that the emphasis is on a personal faith relationship with Jesus, followed by a lifestyle of obedience (cf. 12:17; Luke 6:46).

The Lamb and the 144,000
· NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 14:13 

· 13And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, “Write, ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on! ’� “Yes,� says the Spirit, “So that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with them. �
· 14:13 “Blessed� This is the second of seven blessings found in the book of the Revelation (cf. 1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14).

The Lamb and the 144,000
·  “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord� This refers to the martyrs (as did the 144,000), but the exact time of this death is uncertain. [It is at the end of their ministry.]

· Some commentators relate it to John’s day [WRONG] and some relate it to the end-time [CORRECT!]. 

· Though the time element is uncertain [NO IT'S NOT], it is important to know that the death of God’s saints is precious in His sight (cf. Ps. 116:15).

The Lamb and the 144,000
· Although this group is made up of Christian [144K] martyrs, it is best to interpret this as “Witnesses� in a more general sense of believers. [No, 144K Witnesses]

· [All Believers in the Tribulation will be "Christian" in the sense that Jesus is their Messiah", but Tribulation Saints is a better description to avoid confusing the confused.]

The Lamb and the 144,000
· “For their deeds follow with them� 

· It is a paradox of Christianity that as believers we are gifted by the Spirit at salvation for effective ministry to and for the body of Christ (cf. I Cor. 12:7, 11). 

· God calls, equips, and produces eternal fruit through imperfect believers. 

· It is His gift, His Spirit that empowers, but saints receive a reward for their faithfulness, availability, and perseverance. 

· Believers are not saved by works (self-effort), but they are saved unto good works (cf. Eph. 2:8–9, 10). 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· 14:14–16 There are two different harvests described in vv. 14–16 and 17–19. 

· The first is a grain harvest and the second a grape harvest. If this distinction can be maintained (in Joel 3:13 the two crops are viewed as one judgment), the first refers to the harvest of the righteous (cf. Matt. 9:37–38; 13:30, 38; Mark 4:26–29; Luke 10:2; John 4:35–38), while the second grape harvest mentioned in Isa. 63:2–6; Jer. 51:33; Lam. 1:15; Joel 3:13 and Rev. 19:15 refers to the wicked.
The Lamb and the 144,000
· NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 14:14–16

· 14Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and sitting on the cloud was one like a son of man, having a golden crown on His head and a sharp sickle in His hand.15And another angel came out of the temple, crying out with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, “Put in your sickle and reap, for the hour to reap has come, because the harvest of the earth is ripe. �16Then He who sat on the cloud swung His sickle over the earth, and the earth was reaped.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· 14:14 “A white cloud, and sitting on the cloud was one like a son of man, having a golden crown on His head� 

· The same identity problems in chapters 6 and 10 apply to these two verses. Is this a description of the divine Messiah or just another angel serving on His behalf? 

· I think it is another powerful angel, because (1) this is in a series of angels (cf. vv. 15, 17, 18); (2) Matt. 13:39, 41–42, 49–50 says that angels will gather and separate people at the end-time (some for blessing and some for judgment); and (3) an angel commands him.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 14:17–20

· 17And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, and he also had a sharp sickle.18Then another angel, the one who has power over fire, came out from the altar; and he called with a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, “Put in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, because her grapes are ripe. 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· 19So the angel swung his sickle to the earth and gathered the clusters from the vine of the earth, and threw them into the great wine press of the wrath of God.20And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood came out from the wine press, up to the horses’ bridles, for a distance of two hundred miles.
The Lamb and the 144,000
· 14:17 “Another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven� 

· This refers to the spiritual tabernacle in heaven (cf. Heb. 8:2; 9:11, 23–24).

· 14:18 “Who has power over fire� 

· Angels have power over the wind (cf. 7:1), over fire (cf. 14:18), and over the water (cf. 16:5). 

· This reflects rabbinical Judaism’s concept of angelic involvement in the natural world. 

· Although the NT does not emphasize this, that does not mean that it is inaccurate (cf. Heb. 1:7, 14). [NT emphasis – “For we wrestle not against…]

The Lamb and the 144,000
· 14:20 “Outside the city� 

· Some see this as an allusion to Christ being crucified outside the city (cf. Heb. 13:12). 

· Others see it as simply an allusion to OT purification laws where the unclean were taken outside the camp (cf. Lev. 8:17; 9:11). 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· However, it may refer to the end-time gathering of the enemies of God around the city of Jerusalem (cf. Ps. 2:2, 6; Dan. 11:45; Joel 3:12–14; Zech. 14:1–4; and the intertestamental apocalyptic book of I Enoch 53:1). 

· Here again, the problem of what is literal and what is figurative is a major interpretive issue!

· “The blood came out from the wine press, up to the horses’ bridles, for a distance of two hundred miles� 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· So the angel swung his sickle to the earth and gathered the clusters from the vine of the earth, and threw them into the great wine press of the wrath of God. And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood came out from the wine press, up to the horses’ bridles, for a distance of two hundred miles. In 14:18, another angel, the sixth in this chapter, came out from the golden altar of incense in heaven (8:3). This is probably an allusion to his responding to the tribulation saints’ prayers for vengeance from under the altar (6:9-10). His “Power over fire" may indicate his authority to execute punishment.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· In 14:19, the earth had yielded a crop of unbelievers that now, at the end of the tribulation, would come into judgment. The angel took them from the earth to undergo judgment in God’s great grape press (cf. Isa 63:1-6; Lam 1:15; Joel 3:13). The picture here is drawn from the imagery of the winepress. When grapes were put into the winepress, people inside it would stomp around on the grapes so that the juice would flow down into a collection vat. The treading of grapes was a familiar figure for the execution of divine wrath upon the enemies of God.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· In 14:20, we read a gruesome verse: “And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood came out from the wine press, up to the horses’ bridles, for a distance of two hundred miles.� Since the city in view escapes this judgment, Babylon is evidently not the city in view. It is instead Jerusalem. The Old Testament predicted that a final battle would take place near Jerusalem, in the valley of Jehoshaphat (i.e., the Kidron Valley just to the east of Jerusalem; Joel 3:12-14; Zech 14:4; cf. Rev 11:2).

The Lamb and the 144,000
· It seems probable that blood will literally flow up to the height of horses’ bridles (about four and one-half feet) in some places in that valley. Obviously many people will have to die for this amount of blood to flow.

· Blood will come out from the wine press of God’s wrath for a distance of 200 miles (lit. 1,600 stadia), the length of Palestine. 

· Evidently, this figure describes the judgment that will take place all over Palestine, not just in the valley of Jehoshaphat. 

The Lamb and the 144,000
· The exact distance is uncertain. Some say (1) 165 miles; (2) 184 miles; or (3) 200 miles. 

· The exact words are 6,600 furlongs. 

· This is an unusual symbolic number. 

· Some say that it refers to the distance from Dan to Beersheba, which means judgment symbolically covering the entire Holy Land.

The Lamb and the 144,000
· Much of this action will take place in the valley of Jezreel in northern Israel (i.e., the battle of Armageddon; 19:17,19). In that place God will put vast numbers of people to death (cf. Isa 63:1-6). The blood will evidently drain out of the Jezreel Valley for a distance of 200 miles, probably eastward down the Harod Valley, to the Jordan Valley, and south into the Dead Sea. What gruesome gore!

· Yet the central message is, God is not to be messed with! He will judge His enemies. He will be victorious over the Beast, the False Prophet, and all of Satan’s henchmen.

