Antichrist and the End Times

AET-061 and 062:  The 1st Beast of Revelation 13 and Daniel 7

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Revelation 13 is composed of two major sections, each of which describes a beast. Verses 1-10 depict the Beast from "out of the sea." 

· This Beast represents civil and military power. 

· Verses 11-18 describe the Beast from "out of the earth." 

· The second Beast represents religious and media power in service of the first Beast. Both Beasts are instruments of the Dragon to persecute the church and to deceive the unbelieving world.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· 13:1 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea [this beast is the Antichrist (c/p. Dan. 7:3)], having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. 

· 13:2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard [Greece], and his feet were as the feet of a bear [Medo-Persia], and his mouth as the mouth of a lion [Babylon]: and the dragon [the Antichrist’s power comes from Satan] gave him his power, and his seat [throne], and great authority.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· 13:3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death [Greece]; and his deadly wound was healed and all the world wondered after the beast. 

· 13:4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· 13:5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.

· 13:6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. 

· 13:7 And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them (c/p. Dan 7:21 and Dan. 7:25): and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· 13:8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 

· 13:9 If any man have an ear, let him hear.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· Daniel 7:1-8
· In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream, and visions passed through his mind as he lay in his bed. He wrote down the substance of the dream:

· In my vision at night, I looked, and I saw the four winds of heaven stirring up the great sea. Four great beasts, each different from the others, came up out of the sea.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· The first was like a lion (Babylon) and had eagles' wings. As I watched, its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand upon two feet like a man; and the heart of a man was given to it.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· After that, I looked, and there before me was a second beast, which looked like a bear (Medo-Persia) It was raised up on one side, and it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. It was told, "Get up and eat your fill of flesh!"
Daniel 7:  The Beast

· After that, I looked, and there before me was another beast, which looked like a leopard. (Greece) On its back, it had four wings like those of a bird. This beast had four heads, and it was given authority to rule.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· After that I looked in my vision at night and saw a fourth beast, (Rome) terrible and frightening and very powerful. It had large iron teeth, and it crushed and devoured its victims, stamping the residue with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns.

· As I was thinking about the horns, there before me was another horn, a little one, which came up among them. Three of the first horns were uprooted before it. This horn had eyes like those of a man and a mouth that spoke boastfully.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· Daniel 7:11-14

· Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn was speaking. As I looked, the beast was slain and its body destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire. The rest of the beasts were stripped of their authority but were allowed to live for a period of time.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory, and a kingdom; and all peoples, nations, and men of every language worshipped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· Daniel 7:15-22

· I, Daniel, was troubled in spirit, and the visions that passed through my mind disturbed me. I approached one of those who stood there and asked him the truth concerning all this. So he made known to me the interpretation of these things.
Daniel 7:  The Beast

· These four great beasts are four kings who shall arise out of the earth. But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever—yes, for ever and ever.

· Then I wanted to know the truth concerning the fourth beast,Rome which was different from all the rest and most terrifying, with its iron teeth and bronze claws—the beast that crushed and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· I also wanted to know about the ten horns on its head and about the other horn that came up, before which three of them fell—the horn that looked more imposing than the others and that had eyes and a mouth that spoke boastfully. As I watched, this horn was waging war against the saints and defeating them, until the Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment in favor of the saints of the Most High, and the time came when they possessed the kingdom.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· Daniel 7:23-28

· He gave me this explanation:

· The fourth beast is a fourth kingdom that will appear on earth. It will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth, trampling it down and crushing it.

· The ten horns are ten kings who will come from this kingdom.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· After them another king will arise, different from the earlier ones; he will subdue three kings. He will speak against the Most High and oppress his saints and try to change the set times and the laws. The saints will be handed over to him for a time, two times, and half a time.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away and completely destroyed forever. Then the sovereignty, power, and greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be handed over to the saints, the people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· This is the end of the matter. I, Daniel, was deeply troubled by my thoughts, and my faced turned pale, but I kept the matter to myself.

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· Remember Daniel 2, from last week:

· 2:1 And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him.

· Daniel related the dream and its interpretation, which we summarize, here:

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· Babylon

· Symbolized by a head of gold (Daniel 2:32) and a lion (Daniel 7:4).

· Nebuchadnezzar, who began his reign in 605 BC, was king of Babylon when Daniel and his three friends were taken into captivity. 

· Babylon fell to the Persian general Cyrus during the reign of Belshazzar in 539 BC.

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· Medo-Persia

· Symbolized by the chest and arms of silver (Daniel 2:32), the bear (Daniel 7:5), and the two-horned ram (Daniel 8:3).

· Cyrus reigned jointly with his uncle Darius the Mede for two years and then reigned alone for seven more. 

· He was succeeded by his son Cambyses, who reigned until 522 BC. In 335 BC, Darius Codomannus came to power but was defeated in 331 BC by Alexander the Great at the battle of Arbela.

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· Greece

· Symbolized by the stomach and thighs of bronze (Daniel 2:32), the four-headed leopard (Daniel 7:6), and the goat (Daniel 8:5).

· The king who conquered Medo-Persia was Alexander the Great. Some time after his death, he was succeeded by four of his leading generals, who divided his kingdom among themselves. 

· Within a short while, these divisions were reduced to two-the Seleucids to the north and the Ptolemys to the south.

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· Rome

· Symbolized by legs of iron (Daniel 2:33) and by the ten-horned monster (Daniel 7:7).

· The transition from the Grecian to the Roman empire was completed in 65 BC, when the Roman general Pompey conquered the territory held by the Syrian ruler Antiochus Asiaticus. 

· Antiochus was a descendant of Seleucus, one of Alexander the Great's four leading generals among whom the Grecian kingdom was divided.

Daniel 8:  The Timing

· Daniel 8:1-2
· In the third year of King Belshazzar's reign, I, Daniel, had a vision, after the one that had already appeared to me. In my vision, I saw myself in the citadel of Susa in the province of Elam; in the vision, I was beside the Ulai Canal.

Daniel 8:  The Timing

· Daniel 8:3-12

· I looked up, and there before me was a ram (Medo-Persia) with two horns, standing beside the canal, and the horns were long. One of the horns was longer than the other but grew up later. I watched the ram as he charged toward the west and the north and the south. No animal could stand against him, and none could rescue from his power. He did as he pleased and became great.
Daniel 8:  The Timing

· As I was thinking about this, suddenly a he-goat (Greece) with a prominent horn between his eyes came from the west, crossing the whole earth without touching the ground. He came toward the two-horned ram I had seen standing beside the canal and charged at him in great rage. I saw him attack the ram furiously, striking the ram and shattering his two horns. The ram was powerless to stand against him; the goat knocked him to the ground and trampled on him, and none could rescue the ram from his power.

Daniel 8:  The Timing

· The goat became very great, but at the height of his power his large horn was broken off, and in its place four prominent horns grew up toward the four winds of heaven.

· Out of one of them came another horn, which started small but grew in power to the south and to the east and toward the beautiful land. It grew until it reached the host of the heavens, and it threw some of the starry host down to the earth and trampled on them.

Daniel 8:  The Timing

· It set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host; (Jesus) it took away the daily sacrifice from him, and the place of his sanctuary was brought low. Because of rebellion, the host of the saints and the daily sacrifice were given over to it. It prospered in everything it did, and truth was thrown to the ground.

Daniel 8:  The Timing

· Daniel 8:13-14

· Then I heard a holy one speaking; and another holy one said to the one that spoke, "How long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled—the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation, and the surrender of the sanctuary and of the host that will be trampled underfoot?"

· He said to me, "It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be restored to its rightful state."

Daniel 8:  The Timing

· Daniel 8:15-26

· While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand it, there before me stood one who looked like a man. And I heard a man's voice between the banks of the Ulai calling, "Gabriel, tell this man the meaning of the vision."

· As he came near the place where I was standing, I was terrified and fell prostrate.

Daniel 8:  The Timing

· "Son of man," he said to me, "understand that the vision concerns the time of the end."

· While he was speaking to me, I was in a deep sleep, with my face to the ground. Then he touched me and raised me to my feet.

· He said:

Daniel 8:  The Timing

· I am going to tell you what will happen later in the time of wrath, because the vision concerns the appointed time of the end.

· The two-horned ram that you saw represents the kings of Media and Persia. The shaggy goat is the king of Greece, and the large horn between his eyes is the first king. The four kings that replaced the one that was broken off represent four kingdoms that will emerge from his nation but will not have the same power.

Daniel 8:  The Timing

· In the latter part of their reign, when rebels have become completely wicked, a stern-faced king, a master of intrigue, will arise. He will become very strong, but not by his own power. He will cause astounding devastation and will succeed in whatever he does. He will destroy the mighty men and the holy people. He will cause deceit to prosper, and he will consider himself superior. When they feel secure, he will destroy many and take his stand against the Prince of princes. (Jesus) Yet he will be destroyed, but not by human power.

Daniel 8:  The Timing

· The vision of the evenings and mornings that has been given you is true, but seal up the vision, for it concerns the distant future.

Daniel 9:  The Timing

· Daniel 9:1-19
· In the first year of king Darius son of Xerxes, a Mede by descent, who was ruler over the Babylonian kingdom, the prophet Daniel gained understanding through the scriptures that the desolation of Jerusalem would last 70 years. Since that time was nearly up, Daniel addressed himself to plead earnestly with God, in prayer, fasting, sackcloth, and ashes, for the forgiveness and restoration of Jerusalem, the city of God.

Daniel 9:  The Timing

· The angel Gabriel was sent in response to Daniel's prayer. As Daniel relates the account:

· Daniel 9:20-23

· While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for the holy hill of my God; while I was speaking in prayer, Gabriel, whom I had seen in the earlier vision, came to me in swift flight at the time of the evening sacrifice.

Daniel 9:  The Timing

· He instructed me and said to me, "Daniel, I have now come to give you insight and understanding. As soon as you began to pray, an answer was given; and I have come to tell it to you, for you are greatly beloved. Therefore consider the answer, and understand the vision.

Daniel 9:  The Timing

· Daniel 9:24-27
· Seventy weeks of years are determined for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy.

·  Know therefore and understand that from the going forth of the word to restore and build Jerusalem to the coming of the Anointed One, the Ruler,Jesus there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks.

Daniel 9:  The Timing

· It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench but in times of trouble. After the sixty-two weeks, the Anointed One will be cut off but not for himself. 

· The people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood; war will continue until the end, and desolations are decreed.

Daniel 9:  The Timing

· He will confirm a covenant with many for one week; and in the middle of the week; he will put an end to sacrifice and offering.

· And on a wing of the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.

Daniel 9:  The Timing

· SUMMARY OF 70 WEEKS

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Chapter 13 deals specifically with Satan’s human counterpart of Jesus; he is the Pseudo-christ (Matt 24:24; Mark 13:22), the Antichrist (I John 2:18,22; 4:3; II John 7), the Beast (Rev 13:18), the Man of Sin (or Lawlessness) (II Thess 2:3,8), the Son of Desolation (II Thess 2:3); a man who will in large measure initially look like Jesus Christ returned, but will have the full authority and power of Satan and who will manifest this authority and ability in astonishing ways and with amazing signs.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· v.10  seven heads -  five have fallen, one is, one has not yet come

· v.11  the Beast was and is not is also an eighth (and is one of the seven)
· As the seven empires are (1) Assyria, (2) Egypt, (3) Babylonia, (4) Medio-Persia, (5) Greece, (6) Rome, and (7) a still future empire, the empire that will suffer this blow must be either (6) or (7), as the other five had already fallen; i.e., it must be the Roman Empire or the yet future empire.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Daniel 7 helps us here, for it is clear that the Beast (there symbolized by the little horn) comes out of the Roman Empire, the formidable beast that had ten horns (Dan 7:8,20,24). 

· That ‘little horn’ became larger than the rest, and has the distinction of having eyes and a mouth; i.e., it becomes another ‘head’ itself, or, as Rev 17:10 puts it, ‘is also an eighth.’ 

· The world will follow the Beast out of admiration, and the context suggests this will be based on amazement in restoring life to one of the heads (‘heads,’ in this instance, are empirical systems).

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· The head wounded to death thus appears to be the old Roman Empire and it will be revived, or resurrected in the form of a new Roman Empire.

· The Beast, the man who is the Antichrist, will apparently be the undisputed ‘healer’ or reviver of the Roman Empire, and the world will be amazed at his accomplishment and follow him. 

· The restoration of the Roman Empire may be through a brilliant and swift act of war, because it is for this that the Beast will be eulogized initially by all mankind except believers (vv.4 and 7—the whole earth exclusive of saints).

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· He will quickly take over the revived Roman Empire and it will become peculiarly his own personal empire. 

· This will be but the beginning of this man’s ambitions, for the ‘arrogant’ or great things of v.5 is defined in v.7; the Beast will dream of uniting the whole world and will succeed at this, all within forty-two months. 

· Note how Dan 7:8, 20,25 also prophesy his arrogance and boastings.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· However, the matter does not seem to end there, for Rev 13:12,14 indicate that not only will the Roman Empire be restored, but that the Beast himself will suffer a mortal wound and will recover from it, for it seems impossible to make an image of an empire! 

· The meaning thus seems to be that the world, already enraptured by this man’s accomplishments, will be absolutely astounded at his clearly miraculous recovery from an unquestionably fatal wound.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Verse 14 adds dimension to v.4, for it tells us that the Beast will be wounded by a sword, and yet survive. 

· The question, ‘Who can make war with him?’ thus becomes a very practical argument of his invincibility, for even a mortal wound by an instrument of war will not be able to kill him. 

· The world’s astonishment at the Beast’s restoration after his mortal wound is stressed by the repetition in v.12 and v.14 of the fact that the Beast will miraculously survive this fatal wound.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· This recovery will be so astounding that the human race will perceive it as supernatural, and so will be prepared to recognize the Beast as immortal, and thus as deity. 

· The world will worship him because of his demonstrated ability and because of his apparently demonstrated deity. (Ironically, the same reasoning applies to the resurrected Jesus…Yet man ignores the force of Jesus’ resurrection, but will choose to be fooled by the Beast’s recovery. Why? Jesus demands righteousness; the Beast will indulge sin.)

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· But at this time a change will come over this man, for, while he will appear benevolent before his fatal wound, he will now be harsh and demanding. 

· Indeed, Rev 17:8 (and 11:7) may suggest that he will become demon-possessed at this stage, for it speaks of ‘the Beast that comes up out of the abyss,’ and identifies him as one ‘who was and is not, and is about to come.’ 

· The abyss is where fallen angels (demons) are incarcerated (Luke 8:31; Rev 9:1–4; 20:1,3).

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· The prime description of the Beast in v.2 is that he is like a leopard, and we found that Daniel uses the leopard to symbolize Greece. All the empires before the Grecian one attempted to subjugate their captured nations by keeping them in captivity; however, Greece stabilized her conquests by assimilating the conquered peoples into Greek culture. 

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Rome, too, followed this lead; so it seems that the Beast (a man who establishes, and is the embodiment of, another empirical system) will use this same method of extending and consolidating his influence. 

· Again, there appears to be a sense in which this description is personal as well as of the government which the Beast will found and autocratically rule, for Rev 17:11 says that the Beast ‘was, and is not.’ 

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· The remarkably detailed prophecies of Dan 7:1–11:35 which deal extensively with Antiochus Epiphanes suggest that this Greek ruler who ruled over one of the four parts of Alexander the Great’s empire will somehow be embodied in the Beast, a man who will be as vile as Antiochus, and succeed where his infamous predecessor failed. 

· The Beast will be the spirit of Antiochus Epiphanes reincarnate; he will be ‘one who was and is not.’ 

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· At the time John wrote, he will be one of the seven (as Antiochus was part of the fifth empire) and he will be uniquely the eighth empire (Rev 17:11). One wonders whether he will be of Greek descent, or simply from the ancient Grecian Empire—I think Syria.

· The source of the Beast’s authority will be Satan (v.4), and, in a sense, this man will be demon-possessed (11:7). 

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· The Beast will be completely opposed to God (v.6) and will institute a system of Satan worship on the earth (v.4) with himself as a deity in Satan’s pseudo-trinity. 

· He will impose his will by force (v.4) and God will allow him to exist for 42 months, or 3ÔæΩ years (v.5). The Beast’s grasp on the world will be absolute (certainly, at the beginning of this last 42 months of human rebellion against God) and only true believers will not worship him (v.8). 

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Consequently, believers will be subject to violent persecution and martyrdom (v.7), but they are to take consolation in the fact that God has decreed that the Beast who will take them captive and kill them will himself be taken captive and executed (vv.9–10).

· Verse 6 tells us that the Beast will blaspheme God and those who ‘tabernacle’ in Heaven. 

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Tabernacling denotes a temporary existence, so this does not mean angels but saints who will be temporarily in Heaven awaiting the creation of a new earth (Rev 21:1–3). 

· In Greek ‘blaspheme’ means to belittle; the Beast will belittle God and the raptured saints, which will be one of the biggest riddles of the post-rapture period. 

· Will this blasphemy be an alien abduction scenario or an Anti-earth Attack Force scenario?

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· This blasphemy is defined in Dan 7:25 as changes in times and in law. This verse suggests, then, that the dating system will be changed from the present ad basis. This is logical enough, for the Antichrist cannot tolerate a dating system which acknowledges Christ! The other change that will be necessary within this satanic framework of things will be to promulgate a new code of laws—one not based on the Judeo-Christian ethic, for again, the satanic framework of things cannot admit the value of the God-given legal code…

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· But what of the saints who come to faith during the tribulation? Verse 8 indicates that those predestined to salvation will not worship the Beast, but v.10 talks of the perseverance of the saints. So God’s foreknowledge, which is the basis of predestination (Rom 8:29), extends even into an age where perseverance becomes a condition of salvation. 

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Indeed, this foreknowledge is most conspicuously demonstrated in the book of life which was written before the creation of matter (v.8), for in this book are recorded the names of every individual who will be saved by Jesus Christ; all those names were recorded before Adam was created! If ever there is an item of evidence that demonstrates God’s incredible and unapproachable superiority, this surely must be it! 

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· The fact that God is still in control is the underlying premise for v.10, and this assurance will give the saints the strength to persevere in this the worst of all tribulations.

· This, then, will be the chief spiritual characteristic of the second half of the tribulation: it will be a time of Satan-worship, a time of the grossest apostasy, and a time of the most horrendous persecution of believers history will ever know. 

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Indeed, the achievements of the Beast in behalf of Satan will be so spectacular that he will cause many angels to precede the human race in Satan-worship (Dan 8:9–10; Rev 12:4,9); so this time of Satan-worship will have a mixed ‘congregation’ of humans and demons as members. What an abomination this will be; what a terrible time for a believer to live in. 

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Verse 10b is significant, for it and 14:12 draw attention to, and explain those verses in the Gospels which state, ‘those who persevere to the end will be saved’ (Matt 10:22; 24:13; Mark 13:13), statements which our Lord made in the context of the end times. So this requirement of perseverance on top of faith will only become a condition of salvation in the tribulation period, for, in the present era, a believer is saved by faith alone and not through any works whatever (Eph 2:8–9). Why, then, should there be this change? 

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· The one categorical answer is that God has so decreed and it is not open to human negotiation; however, we can speculate in trying to understand this. It seems to me that in the tribulation there will be so many clear and unmistakable signs, starting with the rapture, that belief in God will be the rational, obvious, and logical thing, so God will add another requirement—that of perseverance—to faith for salvation. 

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· This seems reasonable, for all men prior to this time have had to place their faith in something unseen (Heb 11:1), whereas men in the tribulation will see a veritable plethora of signs to convince them; so it seems reasonable that a further requirement be added for them. 

· The divine purpose in this, as in every dispensation is to show, by human testimony, every argument of Satan to be false.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

·  In every dispensation man has been placed in a situation that refute Satan’s arguments, and this one is no different:

· “Salvation by faith alone is ‘easy-believism’, and mankind could not or would not “persevere” in their faith in God under “normal” or extreme conditions, but instead would turn their back on God and choose Satan’s system.

· This is the ultimate argument against Satan’s blasphemous attack on Grace. 

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· It will be very difficult to be a believer by the end of the tribulation, but those who persevere (endure) to the end without recanting their faith will be saved. “Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus” (Rev 14:12). 

· This is a special test for this tribulation dispensation, specifically oriented to the Jewish believer --- keep the law and the faith in Christ that it directs them to.

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· The religion that the Antichrist will impose on the whole world is described in Daniel 11.

· 36 And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all. 38 But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things. 39 Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge and increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· The Antichrist will speak marvelous things against the God of gods (v. 36). He will revive the lies first told by Satan in the Garden of Eden.

· 1 Now the serpent [Satan] was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· 3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.

· Genesis 3:1-5

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· The net that the serpent laid for Eve was woven with three separate strands of falsehood.

· When God warned that disobedience to His command would bring death, He was lying (v. 4).

· By seeking forbidden knowledge of good and evil, man himself could become as a god (v. 5).

· God's rule against seeking this knowledge was an attempt to keep others from developing their divine potential and becoming His equal (v. 5).

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· These three lies implied a fourth, which was the most preposterous of all: that God is not as great as He says He is. If man can rise to His level, God cannot be eternal and infinite. Rather, He must be a finite being who has evolved from something more primitive. 

· The devil probably believed this lie himself, or he would never have conceived and nourished his ambition to displace the Most High—an evidently impossible goal if God's power and wisdom were truly boundless. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· The same lie will surface again when the Antichrist begins his campaign to destroy all vestiges of true religion, revering the God of heaven. Second Feature of His Religion
· Neither shall he regard the god of his fathers (v. 37). Since Scripture often speaks of the Jews as descended from their "fathers" and particularly from their fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, many commentators view the phrase "god of his fathers" as evidence that the Antichrist will be a Jew. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· They are seeking support for an idea that can be traced back to the early centuries of the church. But this old idea has no foundation elsewhere in Scripture, and the only foundation here depends on a strained reading of the text. When seen in a proper light, the reference to the Antichrist's fathers provides no clue as to his race or religion. The angel delivering this message compares Antiochus with his "fathers," using this very word, although he was a non-Jew (v. 24). 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· The true meaning of the prophecy in question is the exact opposite of the meaning usually drawn from it. When examined in context, the statement that the Antichrist will not revere the god of his fathers reveals that he will not be a Jew. The prophecy gives us a list of deities that the Antichrist will refuse to recognize. It says that he will recognize neither the God of gods, the god of his fathers, the desire of women, nor any other god. The list clearly treats the god of his fathers as different from the God of gods. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· If his father's god was not the true God, his background will not be either Jewish or Christian.

· What possibility is left? If he comes from northern Iraq, he will probably be a Muslim. Someone might object, "Do not Muslims worship the same God we do, although in an improper way?" No, the being they worship is the same as ours in name only. Both are known as God. But in their character and in their dealings with man, they show themselves to be different. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· The Muslim god is not a God of love, for instance, and makes no pretense of being a God of love. 

· Third Feature of His Religion
· He will not regard the desire of women (v. 37). This enigmatic prophecy has brought forth a spate of fanciful interpretations.

· A common one is that the Antichrist will shun a pagan deity beloved especially by women. Yet, so construed, the prophecy hardly fits modern reality. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· What pagan deity with a following mainly among women will be important enough in the days of the Antichrist to warrant a place in Biblical prophecy? 

· None of the religions with a strong worldwide following today offer a full-blown polytheism, of the sort espoused by the ancient Greeks and Romans.

· Another common interpretation is that although the Antichrist will at one stage in his career be allied with the Catholic church, he will not practice or encourage Mariolatry. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· "The desire of women" means, accordingly, the one venerated by Catholic women. Yet it is doubtful that Catholic women worship Mary more ardently than do Catholic men.

· The interpretation favored by the majority of conservative commentators is that "the desire of women" is Jesus Christ. The name supposedly refers to the desire of every Jewish woman in Daniel's day to bear the Messiah. This interpretation is untenable for many reasons. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· Few Jewish women today are filled with hope of the Messiah's coming. Even fewer, perhaps none, fervently desire to be His mother. And the desire to bear the Messiah has rarely been any more prevalent among Jewish women than it is today. Like people everywhere, the Jewish people as a whole have, throughout much of their history, been preoccupied with worldly affairs. 

· Nothing in the context limits "women" to some Jewish women. The natural sense of the word widens the view to all or very many women. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· If applied to a man, the name "desire of women" suggests that he is the object of their carnal affection. Scripture would not give Christ a name with unseemly connotations.

· Since "the desire of women" appears in a list of spurned deities, it is evident that the name refers to something else the Antichrist will refuse to worship. The name might signify either a god that women desire or the desire of women to be gods. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· At last we come to the interpretation that best fits the prophet's message. It views the oracle as a prediction that the Antichrist will not regard the desire of women for supreme godhood. Long ago, sin entered the human race through woman's desire to be godlike in her knowledge of good and evil. That desire has never been extinguished. The fire of self-worship still burns in the hearts of all women who refuse to worship the true God. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· Yet while recognizing the pride of women, we should not minimize the pride of men. The male heart is also prone to divine aspirations. After all, the future claimant of supreme deity will be a man, not a woman. But the Book of Daniel is concerned not to leave the wrong impression. To avoid suggesting that men are worse than women, the book adds a little reminder that apart from the grace of God, women also are incorrigible egotists with a lurking desire to take over command of the universe. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· The current most visible manifestation of woman's estrangement from God is the drive for so-called women's liberation. At issue between feminists and Christians is not whether women are equal to men. The Bible says that in Christ "there is neither male nor female" (Gal. 3:28). A woman is of course equal to a man in value, ability, civil rights, and eternal privileges. At issue rather is whether a woman ought to be like a man, whether she should be seeking to exchange a woman's God-ordained role in the home and church for a man's role. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· Imagine what feminists will think when the Antichrist sets himself up as the supreme god and denies equal billing to any goddess! They will regard the exclusion of women from the highest flights of conceit as discrimination. Whatever hope he offers them of attaining a lesser degree of godhood will hardly satisfy their ambition. Yet he will ignore their objections. That is, as the oracle says, he will not regard the desire of women. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· Fourth Feature of His Religion
· He will honor a god of forces (v. 38). The Hebrew word corresponding to "forces" is ma'uzzim (singular, maoz). Elsewhere in the Old Testament, the singular form is normally translated "strength." For example,

· . . . The joy of the LORD is your strength [maoz]. Nehemiah 8:10

· . . . The LORD is the strength [maoz] of my life; . . . .Psalm 27:1

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· Thus, the expression "god of forces" might be rendered "god of strengths." But unlike the more common words for strength, maoz specifically denotes a strong thing or place, such as a rock or a fortress. In a typical modern translation, Daniel 11:38 says, "But in his place he will honor the god of fortresses." The usual interpretation is that instead of worshiping any supernatural deity, the Antichrist will worship military might. In other words, he will have virtually a religious zeal for accumulating arms and waging warfare. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· Yet this interpretation cannot possibly be correct, for the same verse goes on to say that the god of fortresses will be one whom the fathers of the Antichrist did not know. No generation and no lineage have been free of men devoted to armament and conquest.

· What then is the true identity of the Antichrist's god? The answer depends on recognition that of all men other than Christ who have desired to rule the world, the Antichrist will be the only one to succeed. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· The world lies in Satan's control, and thus it must be through Satan's patronage that the Antichrist will rise to the highest pinnacle of power. To secure Satan's favor, he will be obliged to meet the requirement that Christ shunned. Satan told Jesus,

· 6 . . . All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. 7 If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· 8 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. - Luke 4:6-8

· It is clear that the title "god of forces" for the sole deity that the Antichrist will recognize and worship must be a veiled reference to none other than Satan.

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· What exactly are the strong things, the forces, that Satan governs? A recurrent teaching of Scripture, including the Book of Daniel, is that Satan is the head of an organized host of wicked angels. Elsewhere in Scripture, Satan is given titles similar to "god of forces." He is the prince of the power of the air (Eph. 2:2), a ruler of the darkness of this world (Eph. 6:12). The title "god of forces" is consistent also with one of Daniel's major themes: namely, the angelic realm. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· A few verses earlier, in chapter 10, the book reveals that Satan has powerful lieutenants with the rank of prince. Now the view expands to take in other forces who do his bidding.

· The text presents an apparent contradiction. The angel presenting the oracle says in one breath that the Antichrist will not honor any god (vs. 36-37), and in the next breath that he will honor a god of forces (v. 38). Help in reconciling these two assertions comes from the next title used for Satan. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· He is called "a strange god" (v. 39). As used here, the term implies a god unrecognized by the principal religions of mankind—as it says, "a god whom his fathers knew not" (v. 38). Construing the term in this way clarifies the statement that the Antichrist will not honor any god. The statement must be looking only at the traditional pantheon. The view excludes Satan, who, under his own name and in his own person, has never been a general object of worship. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· The oracle proceeds to illuminate Satan's role in the regime of the Antichrist, but, unfortunately, the KJV offers a garbled translation. The subject of "acknowledge" is not "he," the Antichrist, but the word wrongly translated "whom." The oracle should read,

· And he will do this [that is, honor his god with precious things] in the fortresses of forces with an alien god: any who acknowledge him [the alien god] he [the Antichrist] will greatly honor, and he will make them rule over many, and the land he will divide for a reward. Daniel 11:39 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· In the phrase "with an alien god," the preposition is substantially equivalent to the English "with." It can be understood to mean "in the service of," and the whole phrase can be viewed as modifying "forces." Thus, the forces occupying the fortresses where the Antichrist will honor his god will have this same god as their commander. The oracle reveals that the Antichrist will award wealth and power only to those who are willing to acknowledge Satan. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· Since the description of the Antichrist's religion precedes the account of his conquests, we infer that his worship of Satan will begin early in his career, before he usurps power over three kingdoms. But whether his alliance with diabolical power will be public knowledge then, we cannot tell. It is likely that until the world acclaims him as ruler, he will hide his Satanism from all but his closest confederates. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· Fifth Feature of His Religion
· He will exalt himself above all gods (v. 37). Not only will he present himself as a god to be worshiped, he will, in the last stage of his career, forbid his subjects from worshiping any other god except presumably his own, Satan. His Name
· The Book of Revelation prepares us to recognize the Antichrist by his name.

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· 18 Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six. - Revelation 13:18

· The words, "Here is wisdom," wherever they or similar words occur in Scripture, signal a riddle. But is not the meaning obvious? The numerical value of the Beast's name (in Revelation, the Antichrist is called the Beast) will be 666. The number 666 is expressed by three Greek letters, the ones with values 600, 60, and 6. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· Yet for some reason the obvious meaning embarrasses many commentators. They evidently feel that a plain riddle of this sort would compromise the dignity of Scripture. Or perhaps they are reluctant to see a specific prophecy here lest they be forced to see other prophecies as specific as well, when they would rather think that the Bible offers only a highly generalized picture of future events. So, they try to patch another meaning onto the text. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· They say that the three letters are merely symbolic. The first and last are the first and last in one spelling of Christ. The middle has a serpentine shape, revealing that the person characterized as 666 will be a false Christ, a very serpent.

· But let us assume that prophecy provides this riddle to give us real help in identifying the Antichrist. How can we determine the numerical value of a modern name? Scripture suggests in two ways that we should look at its customary Greek spelling. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· The name of Jesus sets a precedent. His name as it is spelled in the Greek New Testament is Iasous. Every Greek letter has a numerical value. Therefore, it is a simple matter to evaluate His name. When the letters are viewed as numerals, the sum is 888. Eight, being seven plus one, is the number of superabundant perfection, whereas six, being seven minus one, is the number of falling short.

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· The verse in Revelation giving the value of the Beast's name is written in Greek and expresses this value in Greek letters.

· If we wished to find the numerical value of a modern name, how would we proceed? To obtain the customary Greek spelling, we would consult a Greek newspaper or some other source of news coverage written in Greek. 

Revelation 13:  The Religion Theory

· Although they have lost their numerical significance, the letters in modern Greek are the same as in ancient Greek, so we may resort to their original values to compute the overall value of a modern name.

· By this test, I have found no eligible candidate on the world scene today whose name equals 666.

