Antichrist and the End Times

AET-059 and 060:  The 1st Beast of Revelation 13 and Daniel 7

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Revelation 13 is composed of two major sections, each of which describes a beast. Verses 1-10 depict the Beast from "out of the sea." 

· This Beast represents civil and military power. 

· Verses 11-18 describe the Beast from "out of the earth." 

· The second Beast represents religious and media power in service of the first Beast. Both Beasts are instruments of the Dragon to persecute the church and to deceive the unbelieving world.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· 13:1 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea [this beast is the Antichrist (c/p. Dan. 7:3)], having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. 

· 13:2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard [Greece], and his feet were as the feet of a bear [Medo-Persia], and his mouth as the mouth of a lion [Babylon]: and the dragon [the Antichrist’s power comes from Satan] gave him his power, and his seat [throne], and great authority.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· 13:3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death [Greece]; and his deadly wound was healed and all the world wondered after the beast. 

· 13:4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· 13:5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.

· 13:6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. 

· 13:7 And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them (c/p. Dan 7:21 and Dan. 7:25): and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· 13:8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 

· 13:9 If any man have an ear, let him hear.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· 13:1 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea [this beast is the Antichrist (c/p. Dan. 7:3)], having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. 

· 13:2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard [Greece], and his feet were as the feet of a bear [Medo-Persia], and his mouth as the mouth of a lion [Babylon]: and the dragon [the Antichrist’s power comes from Satan] gave him his power, and his seat [throne], and great authority.

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· This is not the first time this Beast has been mentioned in scripture.

· In fact, we must go back about 700 years before the writing of Revelation, to the Prophet Daniel:

· We will use for our primary text the commentary on Daniel by John F. Walvoord:

· “Beginning with the second chapter of Daniel, the grand outline of the program of God for the period of Gentile supremacy and chastisement of Israel is presented for the first time. 

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· Daniel 7:1-8
· In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream, and visions passed through his mind as he lay in his bed. He wrote down the substance of the dream:

· In my vision at night, I looked, and I saw the four winds of heaven stirring up the great sea. Four great beasts, each different from the others, came up out of the sea.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· The first was like a lion (Babylon) and had eagles' wings. As I watched, its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand upon two feet like a man; and the heart of a man was given to it.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· After that, I looked, and there before me was a second beast, which looked like a bear (Medo-Persia) It was raised up on one side, and it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. It was told, "Get up and eat your fill of flesh!"
Daniel 7:  The Beast

· After that I looked in my vision at night and saw a fourth beast, (Rome) terrible and frightening and very powerful. It had large iron teeth, and it crushed and devoured its victims, stamping the residue with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns.

· As I was thinking about the horns, there before me was another horn, a little one, which came up among them. Three of the first horns were uprooted before it. This horn had eyes like those of a man and a mouth that spoke boastfully.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· Daniel 7:9-10

· As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was as pure wool. His throne was fiery flames, its wheels were burning fire. A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him. Thousands upon thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. The court was seated,  and the books were opened.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· Daniel 7:11-14

· Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn was speaking. As I looked, the beast was slain and its body destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire. The rest of the beasts were stripped of their authority but were allowed to live for a period of time.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory, and a kingdom; and all peoples, nations, and men of every language worshipped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· Daniel 7:15-22

· I, Daniel, was troubled in spirit, and the visions that passed through my mind disturbed me. I approached one of those who stood there and asked him the truth concerning all this. So he made known to me the interpretation of these things.
Daniel 7:  The Beast

· These four great beasts are four kings who shall arise out of the earth. But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever—yes, for ever and ever.

· Then I wanted to know the truth concerning the fourth beast, which was different from all the rest and most terrifying, with its iron teeth and bronze claws—the beast that crushed and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· I also wanted to know about the ten horns on its head and about the other horn that came up, before which three of them fell—the horn that looked more imposing than the others and that had eyes and a mouth that spoke boastfully. As I watched, this horn was waging war against the saints and defeating them, until the Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment in favor of the saints of the Most High, and the time came when they possessed the kingdom.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· Daniel 7:23-28

· He gave me this explanation:

· The fourth beast is a fourth kingdom that will appear on earth. It will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth, trampling it down and crushing it.

· The ten horns are ten kings who will come from this kingdom.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· After them another king will arise, different from the earlier ones; he will subdue three kings. He will speak against the Most High and oppress his saints and try to change the set times and the laws. The saints will be handed over to him for a time, two times, and half a time.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away and completely destroyed forever. Then the sovereignty, power, and greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be handed over to the saints, the people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him.

Daniel 7:  The Beast

· This is the end of the matter. I, Daniel, was deeply troubled by my thoughts, and my faced turned pale, but I kept the matter to myself.

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· Remember Daniel 2, from last week:

· 2:1 And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him.

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· 2:19-23 Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven. Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might are his: and he changes the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding: he revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· 
2:29-30 As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come to pass hereafter: and he that revealeth secrets maketh known to thee what shall come to pass. But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than any living, but for their sakes that shall make known the interpretation to the king, and that thou mightest know the thoughts of thy heart.

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· The Dream Revealed

· 2:31-35 Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. This image’s head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.
Daniel 2:  The Beast

· Babylon

· Symbolized by a head of gold (Daniel 2:32) and a lion (Daniel 7:4).

· Nebuchadnezzar, who began his reign in 605 BC, was king of Babylon when Daniel and his three friends were taken into captivity. 

· Babylon fell to the Persian general Cyrus during the reign of Belshazzar in 539 BC.

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· Medo-Persia

· Symbolized by the chest and arms of silver (Daniel 2:32), the bear (Daniel 7:5), and the two-horned ram (Daniel 8:3).

· Cyrus reigned jointly with his uncle Darius the Mede for two years and then reigned alone for seven more. 

· He was succeeded by his son Cambyses, who reigned until 522 BC. In 335 BC, Darius Codomannus came to power but was defeated in 331 BC by Alexander the Great at the battle of Arbela.

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· Greece

· Symbolized by the stomach and thighs of bronze (Daniel 2:32), the four-headed leopard (Daniel 7:6), and the goat (Daniel 8:5).

· The king who conquered Medo-Persia was Alexander the Great. Some time after his death, he was succeeded by four of his leading generals, who divided his kingdom among themselves. 

· Within a short while, these divisions were reduced to two-the Seleucids to the north and the Ptolemys to the south.

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· Rome

· Symbolized by legs of iron (Daniel 2:33) and by the ten-horned monster (Daniel 7:7).

· The transition from the Grecian to the Roman empire was completed in 65 BC, when the Roman general Pompey conquered the territory held by the Syrian ruler Antiochus Asiaticus. 

· Antiochus was a descendant of Seleucus, one of Alexander the Great's four leading generals among whom the Grecian kingdom was divided.

Daniel 8:  The Timing

· Daniel 8:1-2
· In the third year of King Belshazzar's reign, I, Daniel, had a vision, after the one that had already appeared to me. In my vision, I saw myself in the citadel of Susa in the province of Elam; in the vision, I was beside the Ulai Canal.

Daniel 8:  The Timing

· Daniel 8:3-12

· I looked up, and there before me was a ram (Medo-Persia) with two horns, standing beside the canal, and the horns were long. One of the horns was longer than the other but grew up later. I watched the ram as he charged toward the west and the north and the south. No animal could stand against him, and none could rescue from his power. He did as he pleased and became great.
Daniel 8:  The Timing

· As I was thinking about this, suddenly a he-goat (Greece) with a prominent horn between his eyes came from the west, crossing the whole earth without touching the ground. He came toward the two-horned ram I had seen standing beside the canal and charged at him in great rage. I saw him attack the ram furiously, striking the ram and shattering his two horns. The ram was powerless to stand against him; the goat knocked him to the ground and trampled on him, and none could rescue the ram from his power.

Daniel 8:  The Timing

· The goat became very great, but at the height of his power his large horn was broken off, and in its place four prominent horns grew up toward the four winds of heaven.

· Out of one of them came another horn, which started small but grew in power to the south and to the east and toward the beautiful land. It grew until it reached the host of the heavens, and it threw some of the starry host down to the earth and trampled on them.

Daniel 8:  The Timing

· It set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host; (Jesus) it took away the daily sacrifice from him, and the place of his sanctuary was brought low. Because of rebellion, the host of the saints and the daily sacrifice were given over to it. It prospered in everything it did, and truth was thrown to the ground.

Daniel 8:  The Timing

· Daniel 8:13-14

· Then I heard a holy one speaking; and another holy one said to the one that spoke, "How long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled—the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation, and the surrender of the sanctuary and of the host that will be trampled underfoot?"

· He said to me, "It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be restored to its rightful state."

Daniel 8:  The Timing

· Daniel 8:15-26

· While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand it, there before me stood one who looked like a man. And I heard a man's voice between the banks of the Ulai calling, "Gabriel, tell this man the meaning of the vision."

· As he came near the place where I was standing, I was terrified and fell prostrate.

Daniel 8:  The Timing

· "Son of man," he said to me, "understand that the vision concerns the time of the end."

· While he was speaking to me, I was in a deep sleep, with my face to the ground. Then he touched me and raised me to my feet.

· He said:

Daniel 8:  The Timing

· I am going to tell you what will happen later in the time of wrath, because the vision concerns the appointed time of the end.

· The two-horned ram that you saw represents the kings of Media and Persia. The shaggy goat is the king of Greece, and the large horn between his eyes is the first king. The four kings that replaced the one that was broken off represent four kingdoms that will emerge from his nation but will not have the same power.

Daniel 8:  The Timing

· In the latter part of their reign, when rebels have become completely wicked, a stern-faced king, a master of intrigue, will arise. He will become very strong, but not by his own power. He will cause astounding devastation and will succeed in whatever he does. He will destroy the mighty men and the holy people. He will cause deceit to prosper, and he will consider himself superior. When they feel secure, he will destroy many and take his stand against the Prince of princes. (Jesus) Yet he will be destroyed, but not by human power.

Daniel 8:  The Timing

· The vision of the evenings and mornings that has been given you is true, but seal up the vision, for it concerns the distant future.

Daniel 9:  The Timing

· Daniel 9:1-19
· In the first year of king Darius son of Xerxes, a Mede by descent, who was ruler over the Babylonian kingdom, the prophet Daniel gained understanding through the scriptures that the desolation of Jerusalem would last 70 years. Since that time was nearly up, Daniel addressed himself to plead earnestly with God, in prayer, fasting, sackcloth, and ashes, for the forgiveness and restoration of Jerusalem, the city of God.

Daniel 9:  The Timing

· The angel Gabriel was sent in response to Daniel's prayer. As Daniel relates the account:

· Daniel 9:20-23

· While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for the holy hill of my God; while I was speaking in prayer, Gabriel, whom I had seen in the earlier vision, came to me in swift flight at the time of the evening sacrifice.

Daniel 9:  The Timing

· He instructed me and said to me, "Daniel, I have now come to give you insight and understanding. As soon as you began to pray, an answer was given; and I have come to tell it to you, for you are greatly beloved. Therefore consider the answer, and understand the vision.

Daniel 9:  The Timing

· Daniel 9:24-27
· Seventy weeks of years are determined for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy.

· Know therefore and understand that from the going forth of the word to restore and build Jerusalem to the coming of the Anointed One, the Ruler, there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks. (69X7=483 yrs)

Daniel 9:  The Timing

· It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench but in times of trouble. After the [7 and] sixty-two weeks, the Anointed One will be cut off but not for himself. 

· The people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood; war will continue until the end, and desolations are decreed.

Daniel 9:  The Timing

· He will confirm a covenant with many for one week; and in the middle of the week; he will put an end to sacrifice and offering.

· And on a wing of the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Now back to Rev 13:

· Chapter 13 deals specifically with Satan’s human counterpart of Jesus; he is the Pseudo-christ (Matt 24:24; Mark 13:22), the Antichrist (I John 2:18,22; 4:3; II John 7), the Beast (Rev 13:18), the Man of Sin (or Lawlessness) (II Thess 2:3,8), the Son of Desolation (II Thess 2:3); a man who will in large measure initially look like Jesus Christ returned, but will have the full authority and power of Satan and who will manifest this authority and ability in astonishing ways and with amazing signs.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· No doubt the Beast will proffer his lieutenant as the biblical ‘Elijah,’ thus seeking to bolster his false claims to the messiahship. However, this lieutenant comes on the scene after him so is not the forerunner prophesied, for example, in Mal 4:6 (biblical prophecies call for meticulous fulfillment of detail, but Satan cannot comply!). The Beast will succeed in bringing the whole world under his political control, the whole world will worship him, and he will lead them in an orgy of Satan worship (vv.4–5). 

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Indeed, he will appear to be considerably more successful than Jesus Christ was in establishing His earthly ministry. 

· It will appear that while Satan may have lost the war in Heaven, he will win it on earth. 

· But this will not happen.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Before we commence our study, we do well to remind ourselves of the divine perspective of this man, for, somehow, his very success tends to make him appealing to man and therein lies a serious pitfall. Here is a man who will succeed where Alexander the Great failed, he will be more successful than Julius Caesar, his accomplishments will eclipse those of Napoleon Bonaparte—no figure in human history has ever, or will ever, accomplish as much as this man will, and none have ever succeeded in such short shrift.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Ah, the human breast stirs into admiration at talk of such accomplishments. 

· But what does God think of him? 

· Where does he stand spiritually? 

· As soon as we adopt this perspective, we find this man is the most despised, the most to be pitied that the world has ever given birth to. 

· We find a man who, uniquely with his lieutenant, will never see God, not even on His judgment seat, for these two men, alone among the entire human race, will be cast alive into Hell (Rev 19:20). 

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· This is the measure of God’s abhorrence for this man; we, who call ourselves by the name of God’s Son, must diligently guard against any emotion other than revulsion at mention of him.

· This man, whose prophesied exploits so stir the human imagination, will in fact lead the human race to the brink of extinction in only 2,520 days. 

· Indeed, the race’s survival will depend entirely on those who reject him, and all who applaud and follow him will indeed be exterminated.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· While the precise identity of the Beast will no doubt remain elusive, we can determine much about him, for Scripture gives us considerable information about his origin and the system from which he will spring.

· We can thus examine this prophecy in depth and learn much from it.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· In previous studies we have reminded ourselves that John’s introduction to Revelation made it clear that he was aware he was writing in signs (1:1). 

· This facet applied to chapter 12, and also applies to chapter 13, for v.18 makes it plain that the Beast described in this chapter is in fact a man. 

· So again, we encounter symbolism and must determine what the symbols mean as our first priority. 

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Fortunately, Revelation itself helps us in this, for 17:7–18 provides positive definition for much of the symbolism in chapter 13.

· Furthermore, Jesus Christ Himself linked the man who is sold out to Satan with the prophecy of Daniel (Matt 24:15); so we can turn to Daniel, too, for assistance in unraveling this mystery.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Happily, too, Daniel uses the same symbolism as Revelation, and thus makes the task of interpreting this passage that much easier.

· If you like puzzles you will enjoy this study, for God particularly appealed to our human love for puzzles in inspiring this Scripture!

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Purpose
· This section reveals that during the Great Tribulation Satan will be confined to executing his will through a man, and reveals the origins of that man.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Exposition
· In our last study we noted that Satan will be expelled from Heaven and confined to earth and that he will become frenziedly active on earth. 

· This, however, raises the question of how he, a spiritual being, will perform his activities among physical men. 

· Chapter 13 explains how he will accomplish this and opens with an unnatural scene which obviously employs symbolism.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· There are three elements in the first two verses which may be symbols; these three elements, which we must define, are 1.) the dragon, 2.) the seven-headed beast, and 3.) the sea. Let us start with the two easiest first, the dragon and the sea.
· The dragon is Satan (12:9). We find him standing at the edge of the sea, calling up the beast which will emerge from the sea…

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· The sea probably represents the peoples of the world, like the waters of 17:15, and more specifically the Gentile nations, as the Old Testament frequently uses the sea as a symbol for Gentiles and the land to symbolize Israel.

· This brings us to the Beast, who is identified in v.18 as a man; he is associated with a second beast in v.11, who, presumably, will also be a man.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· So chapter 13 explains that Satan will use two particular men as his physical agents to accomplish his purposes on the physical earth during the tribulation; this is how he, as a spirit, will operate in the physical realm, so we can conclude that God will confine Satan to this modus operandi (God’s control over Satan was first revealed in Job, probably the first scriptural book written). 

· Verses 1 and 2 introduce the chief of these men, the Beast, and establish the most significant fact about him; namely, that he will derive his power and authority from the dragon (v.2b).

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· So we learn that much of Satan’s demonic power, authority and dominion will be vested in, and exercised through, this man (v.2). 

· It is significant that Satan will not give the Beast all his authority, but only ‘great’ authority… Satan will not give his full authority to anyone because, in the sinful realm he rules, he cannot trust anyone.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· This, then, will leave the Beast subservient to Satan; that is the key feature of this man: Satan will reign on earth through him.

· Having established the Beast’s dependence on Satan, we can turn to the symbolism to determine his pedigree. First, we must remember that the Beast is a man (v.18), and therefore cannot be a political system or institution, though he may be a product of such a body.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· The fact of his humanity seems to be implicit in the first information given about him, for, as suggested above, the symbolism of the sea probably represents the Gentile peoples of the world. 

· Verses 1–2 use several elements to describe the Beast; and, as we shall see, each of these focus on a specific aspect of this man. 

· The seven heads describe the world empirical system which he will conclude, the ten horns describe the structure of this empire, and the details of the body of the Beast describe his own origin within that structure.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· So let us look at these three elements in turn.

· Imagine the astonishing scene that John saw. He was standing near a shore and saw this unnatural beast emerge from the sea as it waded towards land. 

· First, he saw horns rising from the water, then the head from which these ten horns grew, but, to his vast astonishment, that head was followed by another, and then another, until each of seven heads had appeared.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· These heads appeared in succession, not seven heads in a cluster, for each head, as we shall shortly see, followed its predecessor. 

· So imagine a long-necked animal like a giraffe, but with seven heads in the ‘neck.’ 

· After this grotesque parade of seven heads, John saw the body emerge as this beast came ever nearer to the shore; this body was lithe and strong, shaped like that of a leopard and with a leopard’s spots.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Then, as the beast continued to wade ashore, he saw its feet, but these were not feline feet but the feet of a bear. 

· Finally, when this strange composite beast was on dry land it opened its mouth and roared like a lion. 

THE FIRST BEAST

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· The Heads—the World Empirical System
· The first feature of this symbolic Beast which we need to examine is his unusual array of heads, for he has ten crowned horns on seven heads, and all seven heads have blasphemous names on them. 

· Revelation 17:9–11 tells us that the seven heads are seven kings, but, as the kings are associated with mountains (which represent kingdoms—Ps 30:7; Isa 2:2; Jer 51:25; Dan 2:35; Mic 4:1), they represent kingdoms or empires

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Five of these empires had fallen by the time John wrote (circa ad 95), one was in existence at the time, and the remaining one was future (17:10). 

· The one that was in existence when John wrote is obviously the Roman Empire; and, as Rev 13:2 uses the same symbols as Daniel 7, we can establish the identity of empires 3–6: the Lion is Babylon, the Bear the Medio-Persian Empire, and the Leopard the Grecian Empire (the fourth beast in Daniel 7 is the Roman Empire, which coincides with the writing of Revelation).

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· Revelation 17:10 makes it clear that the last head will only remain for a little while; so this final kingdom will have a rapid rise and brief history, being in existence for not much longer than the tribulation period.
· From a biblical perspective, the one common feature of these empires is that they all subjugated Israel, God’s chosen nation. 

· This suggests that the first two kingdoms must have done likewise, and the Bible affirms that two other empires did this: Assyria and Egypt (Jer 50:17 confirms that the first kingdom is Assyria). 

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· These seven kingdoms are nations who ‘have devoured Israel.’ 

· The first six heads, or empires, in chronological order, are: Assyria and Egypt before Daniel, and Babylonia, Medio-Persia, Greece, and Rome, during and after Daniel. 

· The seventh empire is one that will exist at the time of the tribulation (17:10–11). 

· That, then, is the identity of the seven heads: seven foreign empires which have had, or will have, control of the land of Palestine while it is supposed to be under Jewish control.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· (Jesus proclaimed that the land would be desolate [Matt 23:38], so occupations while Israel as a nation was absent from the land do not count; thus the Muslim possession, for example, does not figure in prophecy). 

· Another common feature of these kingdoms is that they have blasphemous names on their heads; and all seven of the kingdoms named above were, or will be, noted for the idolatry they practiced in blasphemy of the true God.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· The seven heads are seven kingdoms, each progressively larger than the former and, up to and including the Grecian, inclusive of its predecessor. 

· The Roman Empire, however, did not contain the whole of the Grecian Empire, for it did not include the eastern provinces of its predecessor. 

· As the Beast’s kingdom will include all the territory of its six predecessors (Dan 7:7), it will include the combined areas of the ancient Roman Empire as well as Alexander the Great’s empire. 

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· That is, it will include most of Europe, the Middle East as far as India, and the North African countries fronting on the Mediterranean.

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· BY Larry A Wright 

· The key to understanding Revelation 13 is in Revelation 17: 8-13 as follows:

· The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into (perdition): = ruin, loss or damnation, and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth. 

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition. And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast. These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· The Book of Revelation was written during the time of the Roman Empire. 

· Keep this in mind while deciphering the meaning of Revelation 17. 

· (Five are fallen) = five empires had already fallen prior to the Roman Empire, (and one is) = the Roman Empire is the sixth, and the other is not yet come = a seventh kingdom will rise following the Roman Empire.

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· And the beast (that was) = a man who was empowered by the beast from the bottomless pit, and ruled one of empires that had fallen prior to the rise of the Roman Empire, (and is not) = but not the man who was ruling the Roman Empire at the time of the writing of Revelation, (and yet is) = but a man who will come to power after the rise of a seventh kingdom, even he is the (eighth) that goes into ruin or damnation.

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· That is to say he will be the ruler of an eighth empire, and will be empowered by the same beast from the bottomless pit as the king (that was) before the time of the Roman Empire, and is also of the seven. 

· And the ten horns are ten kings who have no kingdoms as yet (at the time of the Roman Empire), but will receive their power as kings in the future during the same period when the beast (that is) has come to power in the latter days.

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· That is to say the ten kingdoms will arise from the seventh kingdom, and continue to exist during the time of an eighth kingdom, that will be ruled by a man who is empowered by the same beast that ascended from the bottomless pit that empowered Alexander the Great. 

· These ten kings have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· Seven Kingdoms ruled over the Middle East during a period spanning thousands of years, but one kingdom in particular, that was previous to the Roman Empire, was directly empowered by the beast from the bottomless pit, through it's king whom the dragon gave his power, and his seat, and great authority.

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· The five fallen before the time of the Roman Empire were Assyria, Egypt, Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece. 

· These are the first five heads of the first beast of Revelation 13. 

· Of these five kingdoms, one was empowered by the beast that ascended from the bottomless pit. The identity of this empire is as follows:

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· Revelation 13: 2:

· And the beast which I saw was like unto a (leopard) = Grecian Empire, and his feet were as of the feet of a (bear) = Medo- Persian Empire, and his mouth as the mouth of a (lion) = Babylonian Empire, and the dragon, gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· The Fifth Head = Grecian Empire of Alexander the Great: Symbolized by the leopard, the Grecian Empire is the fifth head of the first beast of Revelation 13, that existed before the time of the Roman Empire that was the sixth head. It ruled the same territory of the Middle East as the previous Media-Persia, and Babylonian Empires, and the dragon = (the beast that ascended from the bottomless pit) - Revelation 17: 8-11, gave it's first king, Alexander the Great, his power, and his seat, and great authority.

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· The Seventh Head = ?: 

· Following the death of Alexander the Great, the Grecian Empire was divided amongst his four generals. 

· These became the Antigonid, Seleucid, Bactrian and Ptolemaic Empires. 

· The Seleucid Empire represented the Middle East portion of Alexander's divided empire. 

· So far, Mr. Wright is correct, but watch this!

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· After the fall of the Roman Empire, and later in the 14th century, the Turkish - Ottoman/Islamic Empire ruled over the area formerly known as the Seleucid Empire, which was greatly influenced by Mohammed and Islam, but was defeated by the British Empire during World War I.

· Thus, the British Empire is the seventh head empire of the First Beast of Revelation 13, because it now ruled the same area of the Middle East as the previous six empires.

· WHAT!!!!

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· The Eighth Empire: The sudden death of Alexander the Great broke up the Grecian Empire, wounding the beast that ascended from the bottomless pit, by stopping it's plans for conquest and world domination. 

· However, following the demise of the sixth head that was the Roman Empire, another kingdom would rise up to become a seventh head empire, and following the rise of this seventh empire, the beast from the bottomless pit would ascend once again to empower another king in the later days.

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· Thus, the beast whose deadly wound was healed is the beast from the bottomless pit, who after being wounded by the sudden death of Alexander the Great, and the collapse of the Grecian Empire, is healed, or comes to power once again by empowering another man who rules an eighth major world empire. [True]

· This eighth empire described in Revelation 13: 11-18 [Beast from the Land], is an image of the beast, or a likeness of the Grecian Empire as it was during the time of Alexander the Great. [Stretching it]

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· [Here we go…]

· A likeness of the Grecian Empire is it's form of government, a system of city states or democratic republics, ruled by a single king or president. 

· This description in our modern world fits only the United States of America.

· WHAT!!!!!

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· The Seven Mountains: The woman is Babylon, the great city which rules over the kings of the earth - Rev. 17: 9.[Babylon the Great] 

· The seven mountains are seven heads, which means that the seven mountains are synonymous with the seven heads representing (seven empires) of the First Beast of Revelation 13, and because she is sitting on the Mountains, means [?] that the (great city) is part of an (eighth empire) subsequent to the seven empires of the First Beast, or she could not sit upon them.

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· This is more symbolic evidence for the existence of an eighth great global empire, that follows after the seven head empires of the First Beast. This (eighth empire) is also represented by the Second Beast of Revelation 13, and can be none other than the (United States), and the (great city) is (New York City), that rules over the kings of the earth.

· WHAT!!!!

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· Why not Washington D.C.? 

· Because Revelation 18, explains that the (great city) is also central to global merchandising, and New York City & Wall Street are the center of a global economic empire, and thereby rule over the kings of the earth. [That part is “currently” true, but not for long, as it appears]

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· NOW WATCH THIS!!!!

· The Ten Kingdoms: Following the defeat of the Ottoman Islamic Empire by the British Empire during World War I, ten nation/provinces were established in the Middle East. 

· These were Syria, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Turkey, Persia now called Iran, Egypt, Basrah, Baghdad and Mosul. [I didn’t check this for truth]

· Later, Basrah, Baghdad and Mosul were merged to form the nation of Iraq. These are the ten horns and crowns of Revelation and Daniel. [Mmmm]

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· Thus, just as Daniel and Revelation foretold, the ten kingdoms arise from the seventh head of the first beast, representing the British Empire. 

· It is during the time of these ten kingdoms that the beast ascends once again from the bottomless pit to empower a ruler of an eighth empire, and also during the same time that the Kingdom of God will be established upon the Earth. 

· That eighth empire is none other than the United States of America, an image of the Grecian Empire of Alexander the Great.

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· Power And Strength Unto The Beast: The ten kingdoms are of one mind or one religion = Islam, and give their power and strength unto the beast. That is to say the Ten Kingdoms give power and strength to the eighth beast empire. If we look at the Middle East today we can see that this is absolutely true. Not only does the Middle East supply oil = power, to the United States, but also these same Middle East Nations entered into a pact with the United States so that the sale of oil is only denominated in U.S. Dollars. 

A NOVEL BEAST THEORY

· This forces the nations of the world to hold vast amounts of U.S. currency, and giving the United States it's strength, by making the U.S. Dollar the world's reserve currency. Thus another biblical prophecy has come to pass. The Ten Kingdoms do indeed give their power and strength to the eighth beast empire, which is the United States of America.” Copyright 2009 Larry A Wright

· [So, Truth + Bias = Weird]

THE FIRST BEAST

BACK TO SOME SANITY

· This Beast is said to have "Ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns were ten diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names" (13:1b). 

· Before we can begin to make some sense of this verse, we must recognize that in prophecy it is sometimes hard to determine when a passage is speaking about the king or the kingdom since the kingdom is the epitome of the king from whom it gets its character.

BACK TO SOME SANITY

· For instance, even in the U.S., we often speak of the administration in power by the name of the president (i.e., the Bush administration). Likewise, a passage may refer to the king in one verse and the kingdom in the next, or vice versa. This is evidently the case here. Verses 1 and 2 look more at the kingdom, the empire; verse 3 includes both, and verses 4 and following refer more to the individual, the satanically controlled or possessed dictator. So "The beast" may refer to the end-time kingdom, the empire, or to the dictator or both.

BACK TO SOME SANITY

· In 13:1-2, there is figurative language that must be explained. 

· The "Ten horns" are ten future kings who will rule over ten nations (17:12). 

· The "Seven heads" are seven historic Gentile kingdoms, which are represented by seven kings or rulers. These Gentile powers or nations find their culmination in the Beast. 

· The "Ten horns" look at the future history of the Beast while the seven heads look at the past history (cf. Dan 7:24).

BACK TO SOME SANITY

· The "Ten diadems" are symbols of governmental authority (cf. 12:3). 

· The diadems are placed on the horns rather than on the heads of the Beast to show that his claim to authority rests on brute force. 

· The "Blasphemous names" reflect the Beast’s opposition to God (cf. 13:5-6; 2 Thess 2:4). 

· The Beast is evidently Antichrist, who is the head of a future empire (cf. 13:8, 18; 17:8).

BACK TO SOME SANITY

· In 13:2a, John describes the Beast: "And the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were like those of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion." 

· In Daniel these three animals represented three kingdoms that previously ruled the world. 

· The fourth kingdom that Daniel described (Dan 7:23) includes Antichrist's kingdom. 

· The Beast is a composite of all the beasts or empires throughout human history that have gone against God and His people.

BACK TO SOME SANITY

· In 13:2b, John adds a very important note: "and the dragon gave him his power and his throne and great authority." 

· The Beast will derive his power and position from Satan (cf. 2 Thess 2:9). 

· Instead of being "Spirit-filled" (Eph 5:18); He is "Satan-filled"! 

· This is a powerful reminder of Satan's control. 

· Many people pursue power, pleasure, and possessions without even realizing that they have partnered with Satan's agenda.

BACK TO SOME SANITY

· In 13:3-4, the plot thickens. John writes, 的 saw one of his heads as if it had been slain, and his fatal wound was healed. And the whole earth was amazed and followed after the beast; they worshiped the dragon because he gave his authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war with him?” Most likely the Beast is killed (assassinated by a sword/knife, cf. 13:14) and brought back to life. Scripture is silent as to the source of the healing. 

BACK TO SOME SANITY

· If the healing of the Beast does refer to a physical resuscitation, no doubt the forces of Satan will take credit for such a work when it occurs.

· This is interesting; Jesus rises from the dead and the world refuses to believe. 

· But Satan's messiah rises and the whole world is amazed and forms a church to worship him (13:4, 12, 14). 

· The Beast not only rules, he is idolized.

BACK TO SOME SANITY

BACK TO SOME SANITY

· The present celebrity culture shows us how easily that could happen. 

· This demonstrates the utter depravity of people. 

· During the tribulation, spiritual realities become crystallized. 

· There are only two groups/kinds of worshippers: the Beast and the Lamb. 

· This is also true today even though we have a multitude of religions. 

· Satan desires all religions to worship him. 

BACK TO SOME SANITY

· The expression, “Who is like the beast?” seems to be a spoof of Old Testament praises of God. “Who is like You among the gods, O Lord?” (Exod 15:11).

· Later the Lamb will prove superior to the Beast (14:1-5; 17:14; 19:11-21) but during this period of the tribulation, the Beast reigns. However in 13:5-8, it becomes clear that Satan and the Beast can’t do a single thing without permission from God.

BACK TO SOME SANITY

· In 13:5-6, John writes, “There was given to him a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and authority to act for forty-two months was given to him. And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in heaven.”
BACK TO SOME SANITY

· The word “Blaspheme” means “To harm one’s reputation through defaming speech.” 

· The Beast poured forth blasphemies against God (His person and works), 

· His name (defamation of character), 

· and those who are in heaven. 

· But note that he only has authority to act for 42 months. This is a powerful reminder that God limits the extent of evil.

BACK TO SOME SANITY

· In 13:7-8, John goes on to record, “It was also given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to him. All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain.” The Beast will wage war against believers and overcome them (i.e., kill them, 13:15). Through this victory, he will become a worldwide dictator (Dan 7:21, 23).

BACK TO SOME SANITY

BACK TO SOME SANITY

· No other ruler has ever been able to rule the entire world. Again, we see that the entire world will worship him. This is Satan’s ultimate goal: to be worshipped as God.

· Here is John’s further observation dealing with the problem of evil. Although God has permitted evil, yet from the beginning He planned the ultimate remedy for overcoming evil: the sacrificial death of His Son. Jesus was not only slain in the first century, He was slain from eternity in terms of God’s eternal plan (Eph 1:4).

BACK TO SOME SANITY

· Before creation God chose you to have a relationship with Him (cf. Rev 17:8; Eph 1:4). 

· Despite what suffering you go through in this life, your name is written in the Book of Life. God doesn’t have a cosmic eraser. 

· You’re secure in Christ. 

· It is this security that ought to compel you to live for Him.

