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Revelation 13: The Beast
Review

· At some point in the near future, possibly on Rosh Hashanah (the Feast of Trumpets), the Lord will call His followers to heaven and give us all new resurrection bodies.

· Shortly after you and I are airlifted to safety, the last-days dictator will facilitate a seven-year peace treaty between Israel and its hostile neighbors. 
Review

· The signing of this peace treaty will mark the beginning of the "70th week of Daniel" -- as described in Prophecies of Daniel. 

· This "week" (seven-year period) will be a time of God's specific dealings with the nation of Israel, so the Church must be taken away just before or exactly at its beginning. 
Review

· Beginning then and continuing through the seven years will be the unfolding of the judgments we saw in Revelation 6, with the opening of the seven seals:
· Religious deception and a false messiah,
· Wars and rumors of wars,
· Disease and famine,
· Earthquakes and natural disasters, and
· Martyrdom of Tribulation Christian and the Jewish people for their faith. 
Review

· Approximately 1/4 of the world's population will be killed through these wars, diseases, famines, earthquakes, religious persecution and other disasters. 

· Shortly after the start of the seven-year period, the Lord will put His seal on 144,000 Israeli-born, Messianic-Jewish men. 

· These men will have a unique evangelistic ministry for the first 3 1/2 years of the tribulation period before being given a private rapture to be with the Lord. 
Review

· Through the first 3 1/2 years of the tribulation, the last-days dictator will be a model of political correctness. 

· He and his False Prophet will appear to be angels of light, helping to "teach the world to sing, in perfect harmony." 

· They will make great, inspiring speeches, encouraging people of all races and religions to live in peace and love, while carrying a “Big Stick”. 
Review

· Millions will thrill to hear them, buy their CD’s, and spread their deceitful gospel.

· However, in the middle of the tribulation period, the last-days dictator will break the treaty, seize control of Jerusalem, defile the rebuilt temple, and go on a killing rampage to destroy the Jewish people. 

· A faithful remnant will escape "to the wilderness" – probably to the rock city of Petra. 
Review

· The breaking of the treaty will announce the beginning of the 3 1/2 year period known as the Great Tribulation.

· (The entire 7 year period is known as The Tribulation, Daniel’s 70th Week, The Time of Jacob’s Trouble.)

· When the Beast rises to power, the False Prophet will force everybody to take the Mark of the Beast. 

· This will be a forgery-proof identification and electronic funds transfer system. 

· (A New Economic World Order)
Review

· At the very start of the Great Tribulation, the Lord will raise up two witnesses who will prophesy for the entire 3 1/2 years. 

· They will call the shots for God, predicting the arrival of the Trumpet judgments and calling plagues down on the earth.

· At the start of the Great Tribulation, the Trumpet judgments will begin to fall upon the remaining inhabitants of the earth. 

Review

· These judgments will bring the type of devastation normally associated with nuclear war, and 1/3 of the earth's population will be destroyed. 
· Shortly after the start of the Great Tribulation, the Lord will call a rapture for a second group of believers. 

· These will be people (both Jews and Gentiles) who come to a saving knowledge of Jesus, the Messiah, during the first 3 1/2 years of the tribulation period. 

· These are called the “Numberless Multitude." 
Review

· At the start of the Great Tribulation the devil and his angels will be cast out of their places in heaven and be confined to the earth. 

· He and his henchmen intend to persecute every Tribulation Believer and Jewish person remaining on the planet, because he knows his “time is short”.

· This casting out of Heaven is the reason for the Beast’s sudden switch from benevolent ruler to vengeful dictator. 
Review

· Near the end of the Great Tribulation, our Lord will take a final harvest of believers who will stand tall in their faith and refuse to accept the mark of the beast. 

· These believers will be eternal celebrities in heaven as a reward for what the apostle Paul describes as "momentary light affliction." 

· By contrast to the believers just mentioned, the faint-hearted who take the mark of the beast will be part of a different harvest -- the grapes of wrath -- performed by a very grim reaper. 
Review

· At the end of the Great Tribulation, the two witnesses will finish their prophecy and the last-days dictator, the Beast, will kill them. 

· After 3 1/2 days of world-wide celebration, the Lord will resurrect the two men and give them a private rapture to heaven – seen by the whole world.

· This event will be marked by the prophesied earthquake that kills 70,000 Jerusalem inhabitants. 
Preview

· At the end of the seven-year period will come the Day of the Lord and the Battle of Armageddon.

· When the dust has settled, Jesus will return to the earth to set up His Kingdom and a 1,000-year period often called The Millennium. 

· You and I will return with Him to participate in His government. 

· We are now ready to continue our study of the book of Revelation Chapter 13, the study of the Beast:

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· 13:1 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. 

· 13:2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat [throne], and great authority.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· 13:3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed and all the world wondered after the beast. 

· 13:4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? Who is able to make war with him?
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· 13:5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.

· 13:6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. 

· 13:7 And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them (Dan 7:21 and Dan. 7:25): and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· 13:8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 

· 13:9 If any man have an ear, let him hear.

Revelation 13:  The Beast

· 13:10 He that leads into captivity shall go into captivity: he that kills with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints (Rev. 14:12-13)].

· Let’s go back to the 1st and 2nd verses to see the Beast introduced:
Revelation 13:  The Beast

· 13:1 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. 

· 13:2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat [throne], and great authority.

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· This is not the first time this Beast has been mentioned in scripture.

· In fact, we must go back about 700 years before the writing of Revelation, to the Prophet Daniel:

· We will use for our primary text the commentary on Daniel by John F. Walvoord:

· “Beginning with the second chapter of Daniel, the grand outline of the program of God for the period of Gentile supremacy and chastisement of Israel is presented for the first time. 
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· Tregelles, in his introduction to chapter 2 of Daniel, observes, "The book of Daniel is that part of Scripture which especially treats of the power of the world during the time of its committal into the hands of the Gentiles, whilst the ancient people of God, the children of Israel, are under chastisement on account of their sin."
· What is true of the book in general is especially true of chapter 2. 
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· Nowhere else in Scripture, except in Daniel 7, is a more comprehensive picture given of world history as it stretched from the time of Daniel, 600 years before Christ, to the consummation at the second advent of Christ. 

· It is most remarkable that Daniel was not only given this broad revelation of the course of what Christ called "The times of the Gentiles" (Lk 21:24), but also the chronological prophecy of Israel’s history stretching from the rebuilding of Jerusalem to the second advent of Christ.

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· Background:

· Daniel and several other young Jewish men were taken captive by the Babylonians under King Nebuchadnezzar when the Babylonians conquered Israel. 

· Daniel and his friends were groomed for leadership positions and were considered spiritual advisors in the same general class as the court astrologers and soothsayers. 
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· 2:1 And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him.

· As dreams is plural, it implies that he had several dreams which were of such character that he was troubled by their significance and unable to sleep. 

· The Hebrew for "dreamed dreams" can be understood to be the pluperfect, i.e., “had dreamed dreams”.
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· The Hebrew for troubled indicates a deep disturbance inducing apprehension. 

· Nebuchadnezzar seems to have sensed that this was more than an ordinary dream and was a response to his questioning concerning the future, mentioned later by Daniel in 2:29. 

· The result was that "his sleep brake from him. 

· Literally, because of the passive form of the verb, Leupold translates it "was done for him” ,or as Montgomery translates it, "sleep broke from him.
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· Geoffrey R. King, in an extended comment on this, observes, “As is so often the case, the cares of the day became also the cares of the night. 

· Now Nebuchadnezzar did a thing which no believer in God should ever dream of doing: Nebuchadnezzar took his problems to bed with him.” 

· However, Nebuchadnezzar was no Christian; and after all, the circumstances and the dream were providentially induced by God Himself.
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· On other occasions in Scripture, dreams have been used by God to give revelation to a Gentile ruler as in the cases of Abimelech (Gen 20:3) and of Pharaoh (Gen 41:1-8), which is an interesting parallel to Nebuchadnezzar’s experience. 

· Sleeplessness also has its purpose in divine providence as in the case of Ahasuerus in Esther 6 which started the chain of events leading to Haman’s execution and Israel’s deliverance. 

· Nebuchadnezzar’s experience was obviously ordered by God.
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· 2:2-3 Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dreams. So they came and stood before the king. And the king said unto them, I have dreamed a dream, and my spirit was troubled to know the dream.

· Because of the king’s agitation, he apparently immediately summoned all four classifications of wise men here described as “The magicians, and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans.”
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· The designation, wise men, which does not occur in verse 2, is found in verse 27. 

· Numerous similar listings occur throughput Daniel (1:20; 2:10, 27; 4:7; 5:7, 11, 15). 

· Wise men, apparently a general description of all of them, are referred to frequently alone (2:12, 13, 14, 18, 24, 48; 4:6, 18; 5:7, 8) and the Chaldeans are mentioned elsewhere also (1:4; 2:4; 3:8; 5:11). 
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· Magicians is the translation of a Hebrew word with a root meaning of stylus or a pen, according to Leupold, and hence could refer to a scholar rather than a magician in the ordinary sense.

· Astrologers is also translated “Enchanters,” referring to the power of necromancy or communications with the dead according to Leupold but is understood as “Astrologers,” by Young.

· This translation suggests the study of the stars to predict the future. 
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· Sorcerers are those who practice sorcery or incantations. 

· The most significant term, however, is the Chaldeans… usually interpreted as a reference to a group of astrologers. 

· But the name itself designates a people who lived in Southern Babylonia (cf. Gen 11:28) and who eventually conquered the Assyrians when Nabopolassar, father of Nebuchadnezzar, was their king.
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· The obvious purpose of the recital of all four classes of wise men is that the king hoped, through their various contributions, to be able to interpret his dream.

· With the wise men before him, the king announces that he has dreamed a dream, using the singular of dream indicating that only one of his many dreams was really significant prophetically.
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· Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriack [Aramaic], O king, live for ever: tell thy servants the dream, and we will show the interpretation. The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The thing is gone from me: if ye will not make known unto me the dream, with the interpretation thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill. But if ye shew the dream, and the interpretation thereof, ye shall receive of me gifts and rewards and great honour: therefore shew me the dream, and the interpretation thereof.
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· The Chaldeans, eager to please the king, address him with typical elaborate oriental courtesy, “O king, live for ever” (cf. 1 Ki 1:31; Neh 2:3; Dan 3:9; 5:10; 6:21). 

· They declare with confidence that, if the king would tell them the dream, they would give the interpretation.

· In reply to the Chaldeans, the king said, “The thing is gone from me.” 
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· To reinforce his demand for both the dream and its interpretation, Nebuchadnezzar declares that the wise men “Shall be cut in pieces”and their houses “made a dunghill.”
· This was not an idle threat but was in keeping with the cruelty which could be expected from a despot such as Nebuchadnezzar. 

· It was all too common for victims to be executed by being dismembered, and whether their houses were literally made a dunghill or simply a “ruin”as Young and Montgomery favor did not really matter.
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· If, however, the wise men were able to respond to the king’s request, they were promised “Gifts and rewards and great honor.” 

· It was customary, when monarchs were pleased with their servants, to lavish upon them expensive gifts and great honor, a custom to which the Bible bears consistent testimony, as in the case of Joseph, Mordecai, and Daniel himself. “Rewards”is the translation of a Persian word, a singular rather than plural, and has the idea of a “Present.”
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· 
To receive these, they had only to tell the king the dream and its meaning. 

· Obviously, the wise men were confronted with a supreme test of their superhuman claims. 

· If they had genuine supernatural ability to interpret a dream, they should also have the power to reveal its content.
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· 2:7-9 They answered again and said, Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will show the interpretation of it. The king answered and said, I know of certainty that ye would gain the time, because ye see the thing is gone from me. But if ye will not make known unto me the dream, there is but one decree for you: for ye have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before me, till the time be changed: therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that ye can show me the interpretation thereof.
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· Confronted with the king’s ultimatum, the wise men repeated their request to be told the dream and again affirmed their ability to interpret it. 

· It would seem that if the king had actually forgotten the dream, the wise men would have attempted some sort of an answer. 

· The fact that they did not tends to support the idea that the king was willfully withholding information about the dream. 
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· Nebuchadnezzar’s accusation implies that he did remember the main facts of the dream sufficiently to detect any invented interpretation which the wise men might offer.

· Keil commenting on this states:
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· That the king had not forgotten his dream, and that there remained only some oppressive recollection that he had dreamed, is made clear from ver. 9, where the king says to the Chaldeans, “If ye cannot declare to me the dream, ye have taken in hand to utter deceitful words before me; therefore tell me the dream, that I may know that ye will give to me also the interpretation.”
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· According to this, Nebuchadnezzar wished to hear the dream from the wise men that he might thus have a guarantee for the correctness of the interpretation which they might give. 

· It seems clear from the entire context that Nebuchadnezzar was not willing to accept any easy interpretation of his dream but wanted proof that his wise men had divine sources of information beyond the ordinary. 
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· 2:10-13 The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, There is not a man upon the earth that can shew the king’s matter: therefore there is no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked such things at any magician, or astrologer, or Chaldean. 
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· And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and there is none other that can show it before the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh. For this cause the king was angry and very furious, and commanded to destroy all the wise men of Babylon. And the decree went forth that the wise men should be slain; and they sought Daniel and his fellows to be slain.
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· 2:14-16 Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom to Arioch the captain of the king’s guard, which was gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon: He answered and said to Arioch the king’s captain, Why is the decree so hasty from the king? Then Arioch made the thing known to Daniel. Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king that he would give him time, and that he would shew the king the interpretation.
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· 2:17-18 Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions: That they would desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning this secret; that Daniel and his fellows should not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.
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· 2:19-23 Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven. Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might are his: and he changes the times and the seasons: 
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· he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding: he revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him. I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast given me wisdom and might, and hast made known unto me now what we desired of thee: for thou hast now made known unto us the king’s matter.
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· 
2:24-28 Therefore Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom the king had ordained to destroy the wise men of Babylon: he went and said thus unto him; Destroy not the wise men of Babylon: bring me in before the king, and I will show unto the king the interpretation. Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste, and said thus unto him, I have found a man of the captives of Judah, that will make known unto the king the interpretation. 
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· The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, Art thou able to make known unto me the dream which I have seen, and the interpretation thereof? Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, The secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, show unto the king; but there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these.
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· 
Of particular interest to all expositors is the expression, “In the latter days.”...

· 
An expression which occurs fourteen times in the O. T., and which always denotes the closing period of the future so far as it falls within the range of view of the writer using it. 

· The sense expressed by it is thus relative, not absolute, varying with the context.
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· Jeremiah uses the expression a number of times to refer to the climax of the age relating to the second coming of Jesus Christ (Jer 23:20; 30:24; 48:47; 49:39). 

· Ezekiel identifies the times of the invasion of Gog and Magog as “in the latter days”(38:16). 

· On the basis of scriptural usage, it is clear that “the latter days” is an extended period of time regarded as the consummation of the prophetic foreview involved in each instance. 
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· 
2:29-30 As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come to pass hereafter: and he that revealeth secrets maketh known to thee what shall come to pass. But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than any living, but for their sakes that shall make known the interpretation to the king, and that thou mightest know the thoughts of thy heart.
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· Nebuchadnezzar had had a meteoric rise to power as one of the great conquerors and monarchs of the ancient world. 

· He had begun his brilliant career even while his father was still alive, but after his father’s death, he had quickly consolidated his gains and established himself as absolute ruler over the Babylonian empire. 

· All of Southwest Asia was in his power, and there was no rival worthy of consideration at the time.
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· Under these circumstances, it was only natural that Nebuchadnezzar should wonder what was going to come next.

· His meditation on this subject should not be confused with the dream which followed, but rather it was the preparation for it in the providence of God.

· In this context Nebuchadnezzar had his dream; and God, referred to here by Daniel as “He that revealeth secrets” (in effect a new title for God), had used the dream as a vehicle to reveal the answer to Nebuchadnezzar’s question.
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· 
As Nebuchadnezzar was a remarkable man, so was the dream a remarkable revelation. 

· While Daniel still has the attention of the king eager to learn the secret of his dream, he presses home the fact that the dream was a means of divine revelation in which God had signally honored the Babylonian monarch.
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· 
Before proceeding to the dream, however, Daniel once more emphasizes the fact that the secret had not come to him from any natural or accrued wisdom, but because God in His providence had selected Nebuchadnezzar as the recipient of the dream and Daniel as its interpreter that Nebuchadnezzar and others should receive this revelation. 
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· The Dream Revealed

· 2:31-35 Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. This image’s head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 
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· Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.
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· 
Daniel first declares the king saw “a great image.”

· This must have been immediately most fascinating to the king as it was evident to him, if he remembered the dream at all, that Daniel was on the right track. 

· By image is not meant an idol as Hitzig holds but a statue corresponding to human form. It was “great”in the sense of being immense or large in form, and by its very size the statue must have been overwhelming in its implication of power.
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· In addition to the great size of the statue, it was remarkable for its brilliant appearance. 

· It apparently reflected light, indicated by brightness which is described as “excellent,”or unusual in its brilliance. 

· The image apparently was not seen at a distance but as standing very close to Nebuchadnezzar, “stood before thee.”

· The total effect of the image was “terrible” or “terrifying.”
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· Nebuchadnezzar, fearless man that he was, cringed before this unusual spectacle.

· Having revealed the impression that the image had made on Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel quickly proceeds to describe the metallic character of the image, namely, its head of gold, its breast and arms of silver, its abdomen and thighs of brass (i.e., bronze or copper), the legs of iron, and the feet part of iron and part of clay or pottery. 

· There is an apparent symbolism in the major metals and the form of the image.
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· 
As Daniel reveals, the king in his dream saw the stone described as “cut out without hands”smite the image at its feet, the weakest place in the image, with the result that the feet are broken. 

· Then in rapid succession the disintegration of the entire image follows, and it breaks into small pieces corresponding to the chaff of a summer threshingfloor. 

· Then a wind blows away the chaff until the pieces of the image totally disappear. 
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· The Interpretation: Babylon the Head of Gold

· 2:36-38 This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king. Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold.
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· The Interpretation: The Second and Third Kingdom to Follow

· 2:39 And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth.

· Daniel mentions only in the briefest way the second and the third kingdoms represented by the upper and lower parts of the body.
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· Interpretation: The Fourth Empire

· 2:40-45 And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters’ clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. 
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· And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay. And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 
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· Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.
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· The fourth kingdom in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream represented by the legs and feet of the image is obviously the most important. 

· Daniel gives more attention to this fourth kingdom than to the preceding kingdoms put together. 

· The first aspect of interpretation of the fourth kingdom stresses the strength of the iron legs and their power to break in pieces and subdue all that opposes.
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· 
This, of course, was precisely what characterized ancient Rome. 

· As Leupold states it, “The Roman legions were noted for their ability to crush all resistance with an iron heel. 

· There is apparently little that is constructive in the program of this empire in spite of Roman law and Roman roads and civilization because the destructive work outweighed all else, for we have the double verb ‘crush and demolish.
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· 
Daniel dwells at length upon the fact that the feet and the toes are part of potters’ clay and part of iron. 

· On the basis of this, Daniel observes, “The kingdom shall be divided.”

· There has been much discussion on the meaning of the word divided. 

· Young feels that this is simply a reference to composite material.

· Here it seems that too much is being made of too little. 
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· What Daniel implies is simply that the material which forms the feet portion of the image is not all one kind but is composed of iron and pottery, which do not adhere well one to the other. 

· This is what Daniel himself brings out in subsequent explanation.

· The presence of the iron in the feet, however, is an element of strength as Daniel states, “but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron.”

· The clay is obviously not still in its soft state but has been hardened into tile as Montgomery holds.
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· 
Montgomery comments on clay, as follows: “The one stumbling-block in the description of this fine work of artifice is the word translated ‘clay.’ 

· The word which appears with phonetic modifications in all Sem. stocks exc. Heb., invariably means a formed pottery object, whether a complete vessel or its fragments, i.e., potsherds.”
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· 
Montgomery goes on to explain that an entirely different word is used for raw clay. 

· On the use of the tile in Babylon, he continues, “There is no question about the use of tile work in ancient Babylonian architecture; we have the terracotta reliefs in Greek art, the tiling of Saracenic art, while the tile-covered towers of modern Persia are witness to this ancient mode of construction.”
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· The intrusion of tile in an essentially metal construction, while perhaps decorative, has the symbolic meaning of weakness.

· Keil expresses it, “As the iron denotes the firmness of the kingdom, so the clay denotes its brittleness. 

· The mixing of iron with clay represents the attempt to bind the two distinct and separate materials into one combined whole as fruitless, and altogether in vain.” 
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· 
This is brought out in verse 42 where the toes expressly are said to be part of iron and part of clay which Daniel interprets as indicating that the kingdom is partly strong, because of the presence of iron, and partly breakable, because of the brittleness of the pottery. 

· Daniel’s description of the image and the dream has been quite sparing of words and is a masterpiece of condensation. 
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· In describing the feet, however, he goes over the same point several times to the extent that critics have called this redundant. 

· A clear interpretation of the meaning of iron and clay, apart from the inherent weakness, is not given except as indicated in verse 43. 

· Here the statement is made that the mingling of the two materials means that “They shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.”

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· Because this description is not entirely clear, it has given commentators a good deal of latitude in using their imagination.

· [One interpretation, shared by some knowledgeable Bible scholars along with some real weirdo UFO nuts, is that this mixing with the “seed of man” indicates that these are not human, but of some other origin, angelic in the case of the Bible scholars, and alien beings in the case of the weirdo UFO nuts.]

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· Keil concludes, “The figure of mixing by seed is derived from the sowing of the field with mingled seed, and denotes all the means employed by the rulers to combine the different nationalities, among which the connubium [intermarriage] is only spoken of as the most important and successful means.” 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· The final form of the kingdom will include diverse elements whether this refers to race, political idealism, or sectional interests; and this will prevent the final form of the kingdom from having a real unity. 

· This is, of course, borne out by the fact that the world empire at the end of the age breaks up into a gigantic civil war in which forces from the south, east, and north contend with the ruler of the Mediterranean for supremacy, as Daniel himself portrays in Daniel 11:36-45.

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· An important aspect of the fourth kingdom which is portrayed in the two legs is often overlooked by expositors, partly because of difficulty of fitting it into history precisely and partly because some do not feel that this aspect has a particular meaning. 

· Because of the problem some have questioned whether the fourth empire is really Rome after all. 

· The dilemma of the interpreter is illustrated in the comment of Geoffrey R. King, who claims the first three kingdoms or empires “proved by history” but finds it difficult to trace this proof of the fourth empire. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· King writes, “This is where I find I have to join issue with the commonly accepted interpretation. I have heard it said more than once or twice that the two legs of the image represent the Roman Empire, because in A.D. 364 the Roman Empire split into two. There was the Eastern Empire, with its capital at Constantinople and the Western Empire, with its capital at Rome. Two legs, you see. All right. But wait a minute!

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· To begin with, the division occurs before you get to the iron! The two legs begin under the copper, unless this image was a freak. Nebuchadnezzar knew nothing about our modern sculptury, futuristic and grotesque, where a man’s legs may begin and end anywhere! But this was a plain, straightforward, honest-to-goodness figure with his feet in the right place! So you see, you cannot do anything with these two legs. After all it is a man and a man cannot help having two legs anymore than he can help having two arms.

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· Why don’t they make something of the two arms of silver? I don’t think there is any significance in the two legs at all. And, of course, if you want to make two parts of the Roman Empire to be represented by the two legs, you are in difficulty because the Western Empire only lasted for a few hundred years, but the Eastern Empire lasted until 1453. You have to make this image stand on one leg for most of the time!”
Daniel 2:  The Beast

· King goes on to question the interpretation that the feet portion of the image is the revived Roman Empire of the future and concludes, “But now, having come to study it carefully, I wash my hands of the whole of it.” 

· King then identifies the foot stage of the image as being Muslim governments we know today and identifies the Antichrist as a Muslim.

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· 
Robert Culver offers still another approach to this difficult problem of interpretation by holding that the image as a whole indicates “a continuous succession,” “a progressive division” and “a progressive deterioration”of Gentile sovereignty. 

· Culver sees growing division in the image beginning with the head of gold or a single ruler, then the dualism of the Medo-Persian Empire, then the fourfold division of Alexander’s Empire, then the leg stage of the image ending in further division into ten toes.

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· 
While Culver’s analysis has much to commend itself, as far as the image is concerned, it does not reflect the fourfold division of Alexander’s kingdom. 

· Instead, the last portion of the third empire is the upper portion of the two legs, fulfilled in history by the eventual emergence of Syria and Egypt as the two main components of the Alexandrian period (although Macedonia at times was also powerful).

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· Actually there is no indication of diversity of sovereignty apart from the two arms and the two legs until the feet stage is reached.

· Probably the best solution to the problem is the familiar teaching that Daniel’s prophecy actually passes over the present age, the period between the first and second coming of Christ or, more specifically, the period between Pentecost and the rapture of the church. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· There is nothing unusual about such a solution, as Old Testament prophecies often lump together predictions concerning the first and second coming of Christ without regard for the millennia that lay between (Lk 4:17-19; cf. Is 61:1-2).

· 
This interpretation depends first of all upon the evidence leading to the conclusion that the ten-toe stage of the image has not been fulfilled in history and is still prophetic. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· 
The familiar attempts in many commentaries to find a ten-toe stage of the image in the fifth and sixth centuries a.d. do not correspond to the actual facts of history and do not fulfill the ten-toe stage. 

· According to Daniel’s prophecy, the ten-toe stage is simultaneous, that is, the kingdoms existed side by side and were destroyed by one sudden catastrophic blow. 

· Nothing like this has yet occurred in history.

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· If the leg stage of the image has been fulfilled in history, it obviously does not correspond to the period of more than a thousand years stretching from the time of Christ to when the Roman Empire finally gasped its last. 

· As King has rightly pointed out, during most of this period it would have had to stand upon one leg.

· The solution, therefore, is a simple and yet effective means of understanding this image. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· The upper part of the legs represented the twofold stage of the last period of the Alexandrian Empire, which especially concerned the Jews, namely, Syria and Egypt. 

· This was two-legged because it embraced two continents, or two major geographic areas, the East and the West. 

· The Roman Empire continued this twofold division and extended its sway over the entire Mediterranean area as well as western Asia.

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· In ordinary history Egypt was usually grouped with Syria as belonging to the East because of the long relationship politically and commercially which tied Egypt to western Asia. By contrast Macedonia in Europe was considered the West.

· From the divine viewpoint and especially the prophetic outlook which is symbolized in the image of Daniel, both Egypt on the continent of Africa as well as the European nations, including Macedonia, could well be considered the Western division, which eventually expanded to include the whole Mediterranean area west of Asia. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· 
This was recognized ultimately in the political division of the East and West by Emperor Valentinian I in a.d. 364. 

· Although Daniel does not deal with the interadvent age as such, it still is true that at the time of the first advent of Christ Rome already was geographically spread over the East and the West. 

· Prophetically it indicates that at the time of the end Rome again will involve both the East and the West.

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· 
The meaning of the two legs, therefore, is geographic rather than a matter of nationalities. 

· A comparison of the extension of the various empires will reveal that the Babylonian Empire and the Medo-Persian Empire extended principally over western Asia, although Egypt was also conquered. 

· In the Alexandrian Empire, the Western division began to take real form and power was divided between Syria and Egypt. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· The Roman Empire embraced a much wider territory in which the Western division became fully as strong as the Eastern, and this seems to be portrayed by the two legs.

· This political and geographic situation continued to the time of Christ; and if Daniel’s vision ended here only to pick up the situation again at the end of the age, it would be understandable that the two legs would be seen as equal. 

· The feet portion of the image representing the final stage will also include on an equal basis the Eastern and Western areas once possessed by ancient Rome. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· 
In view of the fact that there is nothing whatever in the image of Daniel to portray events from the time of Christ to the present time, if the feet stage be considered future, this interpretation makes sense out of a symbol which must at least in its major elements correspond to the facts of history.

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· 
The crux of the interpretation of the entire symbolic vision is found in the prediction of a kingdom which the God of heaven will set up. 

· According to verse 44, this is a kingdom which will never be destroyed, will never be left to other people, shall destroy and break in pieces the preceding kingdom, and will stand forever. 

· There is general agreement among all classes of expositors that the kingdom which shall not be destroyed is indeed the kingdom of God. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· 2:46-49 Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshipped Daniel, and commanded that they should offer an oblation and sweet odours unto him. The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon. Then Daniel requested of the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, over the affairs of the province of Babylon: but Daniel sat in the gate of the king. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· In this vision, God shows us a sequence of kingdoms. 

· The first three are easy to determine: the Babylonian kingdom (head of gold), the Medo-Persian empire (chest and arms of silver) and the Grecian empire (belly and thighs of brass or bronze). 

· The fourth kingdom (legs of iron) is usually explained as the Roman empire, but that explanation has a few problems. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· A brief history lesson will help us understand the issues here: 

· The first three kingdoms succeeded each other as described. 

· The Babylonian empire encompassed most of the Middle East and Egypt. 

· The Medo-Persian empire extended farther West and East. 

· The Grecian empire conquered the entire Medo-Persian empire and extended eastward to the border of India. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· The Roman empire extended farther West, to include virtually all of Europe. 

· However the Romans never conquered the Eastern portion of the former Grecian empire. 

· Their territory included what is now Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Israel and Egypt. 

· But Rome could not defeat the Parthian empire and never established permanent control of the territory East of the Euphrates River. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· In verse 40 above, the angel declares that the fourth kingdom would "break in pieces and crush all the others." 

· However Rome never could succeed in breaking and crushing the other kingdoms. 

· As you recall from Matthew 2, "wise men from the East" (magoi in the Greek text) came to the Roman governor of Judea to find the King of the Jews. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· These were not just rich sultans with advanced degrees from Harvard and Yale. These magoi were the religious elites -- the kingmakers -- of the Parthian Empire, a group that was probably established by the prophet Daniel. 

· They surely arrived with a company of soldiers and servants, which would explain Herod's unease at their arrival. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· Although Rome conquered the Western portion of the other kingdoms, the Grecian language and culture remained the common denominator throughout the Middle East and Egypt. 

· That's why the oldest New Testament manuscripts were written in Greek.

· The people of Rome had a common ancestor (Javan) with the Greeks. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· For these reasons, a few commentators (especially Walid Shoebat) say that the Roman Empire can be considered an extension of the Grecian Empire, and that the real fourth kingdom was the Islamic Empire, which was eventually headquartered in Turkey. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· Islam exploded on the world scene in the sixth century A.D., and behaved very much like iron legs -- crushing and breaking everything in its path. 

· Islam conquered all of the Middle East, conquered the Western portion of India (now called Pakistan), conquered all of North Africa, conquered Spain and part of France, and very nearly conquered all of Europe before being turned back. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· Although most English-speaking readers are ignorant of the Ottoman Empire, the Turkish Caliphate continued until 1924.

· Notice that there's an oddball fifth kingdom at the end, part iron and part clay. 

· This last kingdom is struck by the "stone cut out without hands" and is shattered into pieces. 

· Then the stone, representing Jesus the Jewish Messiah, becomes a great mountain. 

· The God of heaven then sets up an everlasting kingdom under the Lordship of Jesus. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· Another key detail is that all five kingdoms appear to be existing together at the time of the end, because all are destroyed together when Jesus strikes the fifth kingdom. 

· In other words, the first four kingdoms will appear to be resurrected and active at the time of the end. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· This is consistent with the multi-headed beast imagery that we'll study when we get back to Revelation 13.

· This is also consistent with the imagery that we'll see next week in Daniel chapter 7. 

Daniel 2:  The Beast

· This fifth kingdom would appear to be a resurgence of the Islamic empire, which we can see taking shape today. 

· If you have studied Islam, you understand that the Islamic countries and sects are only unified when attacking a common enemy -- usually Israel or the United States. 

· The rest of the time, they quarrel and war with each other.
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·  For a modern-day proof, look at the border conflict between Iran and Iraq during Saddam Hussein's rein: more than a million people died in what was essentially a dispute between Sunni and Shiite Muslim sects. The point is that the feet (last-days Islamic empire) will have the strength of iron, but will be internally divided and unmixed. 

Daniel 7:  The 4 Beasts

· Now let's look briefly at a dream that God gave to Daniel, as recorded in chapter 7:

· 3And four great beasts came up from the sea, each different from the other. 4The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings. I watched till its wings were plucked off; and it was lifted up from the earth and made to stand on two feet like a man, and a man’s heart was given to it. 

Daniel 7:  The 4 Beasts

· 5“And suddenly another beast, a second, like a bear. It was raised up on one side, and had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. And they said thus to it: ‘Arise, devour much flesh!’ 6“After this I looked, and there was another, like a leopard, which had on its back four wings of a bird. The beast also had four heads, and dominion was given to it. 

Daniel 7:  The 4 Beasts

· 7“After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, exceedingly strong. It had huge iron teeth; it was devouring, breaking in pieces, and trampling the residue with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. 

Daniel 7:  The 4 Beasts

· 8I was considering the horns, and there was another horn, a little one, coming up among them, before whom three of the first horns were plucked out by the roots. And there, in this horn, were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking pompous words. (NKJV)

·  This leads us back to Revelation chapter 13.
Revelation 13:  The Beast

· 13:1 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea [this beast is the Antichrist (c/p. Dan. 7:3)], having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. 

· 13:2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat [throne], and great authority.

The Beast of Dan 7 and Rev 13

