Antichrist and the End Times

AET-055 and 056:  

Chapters 10-12

Revelation 10

· Revelation 10:1–11:13 is an interlude, a parenthesis, separating the sixth and seventh trumpets; it is similar to 7:1–17, the parenthesis which separated the sixth and seventh seals. 

· Like its predecessor, this parenthesis opens with a comment on the progress of the judgments. 

· The first parenthesis gave notice that judgment would be delayed (7:1–3); this second parenthesis gives notice that there will be no more delays. 

· With the sixth trumpet judgment over, the remaining judgments will speed to their conclusion (10:1–7)—the change of pace is ominous.
Revelation 10

· The seventh seal marks the beginning of the seven trumpet judgments and likewise the seventh trumpet marks the beginning of the seven bowl judgments. 

· So these parentheses mark the end of each round of judgments proper. 

· Recognizing this second parenthesis provides a vital clue in understanding the flow of the book. 

Revelation 10

· Revelation 10:8–11 records another commission to John to prophesy and thus indicates that 12:1–14:20 interrupts the procession of prophecy (from the seven seals, through the seven trumpets, to the seven bowls, which will be a continuous, unbroken sequence of events). 

· The record of the seven bowl judgments commences in 15:1 (see 15:7), so chapters 12–14 present prophecies of other events that will occur simultaneously with the three series of sevenfold signs and thus constitute yet another, a third, parenthesis.

Revelation 10

· This second parenthesis, after indicating this change in the flow of the record of the judgments, goes on to reveal how God’s grace will apply to the earth, as did the first parenthesis. 

· Thus far, God’s judgments on a sinful world will have been mixed with opportunities for man to benefit from His grace, but God’s patience is not without end (Gen 6:3); a change must thus be expected.

Revelation 10

· The End Is Beginning (10:1–7)

· Purpose
· This section’s purpose is to notify the tribulation population that the progression of bowl judgments will be rapid, and that when the sixth trumpet judgment is over their eternal doom will be sealed, for God will then withdraw the offer of spiritual salvation.

Revelation 10

· THEN I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, robed in a cloud, with a [halo like a] rainbow over his head; his face was like the sun, and his feet (legs) were like columns of fire. 

· 2  He had a little book (scroll) open in his hand. He set his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, 

· 3  And he shouted with a loud voice like the roaring of a lion; and when he had shouted, the seven thunders gave voice and uttered their message in distinct words. 

Revelation 10

· 4  And when the seven thunders had spoken (sounded), I was going to write [it down], but I heard a voice from heaven saying, Seal up what the seven thunders have said! Do not write it down! 

· 5  Then the [mighty] angel whom I had seen stationed on sea and land raised his right hand to heaven (the lsky), [Deut. 32:40; Dan. 12:6, 7.]
· 6  And swore in the name of (by) Him Who lives forever and ever, Who created the heavens (msky) and all they contain, and the earth and all that it contains, and the sea and all that it contains. [He swore] that no more time should intervene and there should be no more waiting or delay, 
Revelation 10

· 7  But that when the days come when the trumpet call of the seventh angel is about to be sounded, then God’s mystery (His secret design, His hidden purpose), as He had announced the glad tidings to His servants the prophets, should be fulfilled (accomplished, completed). [Dan. 12:6, 7.]
Revelation 10

· Again we meet an angel described in this section as a ‘strong’ angel. The first strong angel John saw was the one who challenged the worthiness of any aspirants to open the book of God’s judgments (5:2); this second strong angel, too, controls a book, this time a book of prophecy (10:8–11). 

· The fact that God delegates strong angels to guard His mysteries indicates that the secrets of the future are well guarded and can only be known with God’s permission.

Revelation 10

· This book is a little book, thus indicating that it covers less than the first book, which covers the whole of God’s end-time judgments; it presents a fresh revelation, the parenthesis of 12:1–14:20.
· The description of this angel is almost deistic (v.1), thus indicating high rank in God’s spiritual order; the rainbow is an assurance that God will keep His word (Gen 9:12–17), which, in this context, is the particular word of prophecy represented by the angel with the seventh trumpet (v.7).

Revelation 10

· As the seventh trumpet embraces the seven bowls, this means that God assures the reader that the final flurry of divine judgments are certain and will bring the process of judgment to an end. The angel’s feet denote dominion and authority, and the fact that they are of fire signifies judgment. The angel has one foot on the sea and one on the earth, which, as the same two Greek words describe the respective origins of the Beast and the False Prophet, indicates God’s control over their destiny.

Revelation 10

· The use of a strong angel is significant, for Daniel refers to the Beast as a ‘prince,’ a title that prophecy uses for superior angels (Dan 9:26).

· So God re-emphasizes that He will judge air, land, and sea (i.e., the whole earth) in His full right to do so (v.2). The angel’s shout will draw seven peals of thunder which will emanate from God’s throne (4:5); so God will personally authenticate the angel’s activities and words.

Revelation 10

· The fact that the words of thunder are specifically unrecorded establishes that Revelation does not provide a full disclosure of all the events in the end times, but only a selective one. As God wants these words secret (v.4), it is futile to speculate on what they were.

· The first purpose of this angel’s role in Revelation is given in v.6: it is to announce that the end of man’s sinful history is right at the door. 

Revelation 10

· God will delay no further after the sixth trumpet, but will pour out the seven bowls of His wrath in rapid succession. These judgments will satisfy His wrath at this sinful world, and when these are completed He will establish His kingdom on earth (v.6). The mystery of God’s dealing with man will be over (v.7), for in the Millennial Kingdom He will deal directly with the human race—the mystery will then be gone and the human race will enjoy the same privileged position of direct, open communication with God that Adam and Eve knew in Eden.

Revelation 10

· The mystery of God’s dealings is complete (v.7); this indicates that God will have completed His mysterious work in areas which we cannot imagine. This is hinted at, too, in v.6, for three realms of His creation are designated; as we ponder this we realize that we do not even know all that He has done in the sea, much less in Heaven (because the inarticular, singular ‘heaven’ is used and because it is placed first in the proclamation, I think the sky, not spiritual Heaven, is indicated). This is to be the final fulfillment of all prophecy (v.7).

Revelation 10

· The Little Book:  John Is to Reveal More Prophecy (10:8–11)

· Purpose
· This section’s purpose is to authorize the prophecies of the Beast and the events which lead to his rise and demise as recorded in the third parenthesis of 12:1–14:20.

Revelation 10

· 8  Then the voice that I heard from heaven spoke again to me, saying, Go and take the little book (scroll) which is open on the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land. 

· 9  So I went up to the angel and asked him to give me the little book. And he said to me, Take it and eat it. It will embitter your stomach, though in your mouth it will be as sweet as honey. [Ezek. 2:8, 9; 3:1-3.]

Revelation 10

· 10  So I took the little book from the angel’s hand and ate and swallowed it; it was as sweet as honey in my mouth, but once I had swallowed it, my stomach was embittered. 

· 11  Then they said to me, You are to make a fresh prophecy concerning many peoples and races and nations and languages and kings. [Jer. 1:10.]

Revelation 10

· The subject of this special, additional commission to John is a prophecy concerning the people who will be on earth during the tribulation. Hitherto, John’s prophecies have essentially been about the outpouring of God’s wrath; here the perspective changes to that of the object of that wrath: humanity during the tribulation. The double imperative in v.8 indicates that God wants man to have this information, so we do well to ponder it and seek its application.
Revelation 10

· John’s first commission was to reveal God’s judgmental plan, which has the purpose of honoring Him by displaying His perfect holiness, a holiness that cannot tolerate sin.

· This is obviously more important than the activities of sinful man; so this latter revelation is relegated to an obviously secondary position. Sadly, though, we humans as a race seem more fascinated with the details of the Man of Sin who is discussed later in Revelation than with God’s glorification. Surely, this is another manifestation of our innate sin nature.

Revelation 10

· ‘Turn your stomach,’ or ‘be hard on your stomach’ is a better translation than ‘bitter’ in v.9, for we have no sense of taste in our stomachs. The mixture of bitterness and sweetness indicates that John’s prophecy (the scroll which is both bitter and sweet) will talk of very sorrowful things as well as very joyous things. The order of bitter/sweet in v.9 is not as one would expect, for it is contrary to the process of eating; however, it suits the order of the prophecy, for the events to be described first would turn a believer’s stomach and the sweet part comes later.

Revelation 10

· This, then, is what a true believer’s reaction should be to this repugnant man, the Beast: it should turn his stomach (see Dan 8:27). The sweetness represents the wonderful news that saints drawn from all the peoples of the world will glorify God by defying the Beast, even to death!

· We know from the prophecies which follow that the pleasant things are God’s triumph which will be demonstrated in the establishment of His kingdom on earth and the pleasure of seeing Israel return to Him.

Revelation 10

· The sorrow is found in the sinfulness of man, demonstrated in its ultimate degradation during the final days of the tribulation and the judgment which this will evoke, for God takes no pleasure in judging. Judging is the strange work of God; it is a work that is necessary to maintain His holiness, but a work in which He has no joy.

· Revelation has been concerned with God’s judgment thus far. Now it adds a new dimension: it turns to address the lot of the people on the earth.

Revelation 11

· The Ministry of the Two Witnesses (11:1–13)

· Purpose
· This section’s purpose is to reveal that during the last half of the tribulation God will raise up two witnesses as a sign for the people of the tribulation.
Revelation 11

· A REED [as a measuring rod] was then given to me, [shaped] like a staff, and I was told: Rise up and measure the sanctuary of God and the altar [of incense], and [number] those who worship there. [Ezek. 40:3.]

· 2  But leave out of your measuring the court outside the sanctuary of God; omit that, for it is given over to the Gentiles (the nations), and they will trample the holy city underfoot for 42 months (three and one-half years). [Isa. 63:18; Zech. 12:3.]

Revelation 11

· 3  And I will grant the power of prophecy to My two witnesses for 1,260 (42 months; three and one-half years), dressed in sackcloth. 

· 4  These [witnesses] are the two olive trees and the two lampstands which stand before the Lord of the earth. [Zech. 4:3, 11-14.]

· 5  And if anyone attempts to injure them, fire pours from their mouth and consumes their enemies; if anyone should attempt to harm them, thus he is doomed to be slain. [II Kings 1:10; Jer. 5:14.]

Revelation 11

· 6  These [two witnesses] have power to shut up the sky, so that no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying (their nprediction of events relating to Christ’s kingdom and its speedy triumph); and they also have power to turn the waters into blood and to smite and scourge the earth with all manner of plagues as often as they choose. [Exod. 7:17, 19; I Kings 17:1.], A Greek-English Lexicon.

Revelation 11

· 7  But when they have finished their testimony and their evidence is all in, the beast (monster) that comes up out of the Abyss (bottomless pit) will wage war on them, and conquer them and kill them. [Dan. 7:3, 7, 21.]

· 8  And their dead bodies [will lie exposed] in the open street (oa public square) of the great city which is in a spiritual sense called [by the mystical and allegorical names of] Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified. [Isa. 1:9.]
Revelation 11

· 9  For three and a half days men from the races and tribes and languages and nations will gaze at their dead bodies and will not allow them to be put in a tomb. 

· 10  And those who dwell on the earth will gloat and exult over them and rejoice exceedingly, taking their ease and sending presents [in congratulation] to one another, because these two prophets had been such a vexation and trouble and torment to all the dwellers on the earth. 

Revelation 11

· 11  But after three and a half days, by God’s gift the breath of life again entered into them, and they rose up on their feet, and great dread and terror fell on those who watched them. [Ezek. 37:5, 10.]

· 12  Then [the two witnesses] heard a strong voice from heaven calling to them, Come up here! And before the very eyes of their enemies they ascended into heaven in a cloud. [II Kings 2:11.]
Revelation 11

· 13  And at that [very] hour there was a tremendous earthquake and one tenth of the city was destroyed (fell); seven thousand people perished in the earthquake, and those who remained were filled with dread and terror and were awe-struck, and they glorified the God of heaven. 

· 14  The second woe (calamity) has passed; now the third woe is speedily to come.

Revelation 11

· Exposition
· We now come to the first mention of a forty-two month period in Revelation. 

· This recurring theme helps us understand where the two witnesses fit into the tribulation’s scheme of things, so we do well to first review the biblical teaching on this period.

Revelation 11

· Whenever this three and a half year period is mentioned in Scripture the last half of the tribulation is in view:
· Dan 7:25 - a time, times, and half a time.

· Dan 12:7 - a time, times, and half a time.

· Rev 11:2 - 42 months (of Gentile desecration).

· Rev 11:3 - 1,260 days (for the witnesses).

· Rev 12:6 - 1,260 days (for Israel).

· Rev 12:14 - a time, times, and half a time (for Israel and the Dragon).

· Rev 13:5 - 42 months (for the Beast).

Revelation 11

· Interestingly, God uses ‘days’ for His saints, and thus indicates His daily care for them; He uses the monthly description for the forces of evil, and the fact that this is not the initial definition, indicates His patience with sinners. 

· The three and a half year term is the initial definition, and, as Revelation breaks it down to months and days, it is plain that the period is very precise. 

Revelation 11

· One point of clarification is necessary: prophecy uses the Jewish calendar as its basis of time measurement, a calendar of twelve months of thirty days to a year.

· The fact that Rev 12:14 links this period to Daniel by using the phrase "A time, times, and half a time" (Dan 7:25 and 12:7 are the only and obvious precedent for this phrase), and the fact that every New Testament use of Daniel which can be positively placed fits in the last half of the tribulation, make it most likely that the two witnesses will function in the last half of the tribulation.

Revelation 11

· So it seems that the ministry of God’s two special witnesses will be fulfilled just before the final flurry of judgments with which God will end the tribulation period (v.14). 

· This fact, combined with the fact that mention of them is included in the parenthesis which covers the second half of the tribulation, helps us fix the chronology of the events of the little book (11:1–14:20) as being in the second three and a half year portion of the tribulation.

Revelation 11

· Verses 1 and 2 indicate there will be a distinction between Jew and Gentile in this period. 

· The two earlier Jewish temples were divided into four areas: first, the sanctuary itself, which only priests (not even Levites) could enter (this is called the temple of God); second, the area the men of Israel could enter (this included the altar); third, the court of the women in which Israelite women worshiped God; and finally, the court of the Gentiles.

Revelation 11

· John’s instruction was to measure the first three, thus symbolizing God’s interest in, and protection of, the Jewish nation. 

· Chapter 12 confirms this interpretation, for it describes the divine protection symbolized here. 

· Clearly, too, this protection will only become available after the Jewish nation turns to God by accepting Jesus as their Savior. 

· This protection is very clearly portrayed in Revelation 12.

Revelation 11

· We noted [previously] how a select band of 144,000 Israelis will understand that Jesus is indeed Israel’s Messiah and accept Him as their Savior during the first half of the tribulation. 

· Our next study (on Revelation 12) will cover the Jewish saints during the second half of the tribulation. Israel, as a nation, will turn to Christ after the Pseudo-christ erects his image in the temple (13:14) and breaks his covenant with Israel (Dan 9:27; Matt 24:15).

Revelation 11

· The desecration of the temple is recorded in Revelation 13; so chapters 12 and 13 can be seen as amplifying 11:1–2. 

· During the last forty-two months of the tribulation Israel will flee from Jerusalem which will be under Gentile domination until the end of the tribulation (v.2). 

· During this forty-two months or 1,260 days (i.e., forty-two Jewish months of thirty days each) God will have two men who will be His witnesses in Jerusalem (v.8).

Revelation 11

· The time period is very specific and repeatedly defined, so must, logically, be taken as literal; and if it is literal, the witnesses must be just as literal, as must be their location in Jerusalem. 

· These men and their ministry are the topic of our study under this section.

· These two men will be an anachronism, for they, like prophets of old, will wear sackcloth (v.3), a symbol of mourning; they will be in advance mourning for the human race which is literally rushing pell-mell to hell.

Revelation 11

· Verse 4 refers to Zechariah 4: the lamp depicts God’s word (Zech 4:6), and the olive trees these special two witnesses (Zech 4:11). 

· So these two men will stand before the lord of the earth (Zech 4:11), the Beast (13:3–5), and they will have the same function as Zechariah who presented God’s word to Zerubbabel. 

· They will present God’s word to the Beast; presumably, their message will be the same as Zechariah’s, "Not by might nor by power, but My Spirit."
Revelation 11

· So they will present God’s gracious last warning and appeal to the Beast, but he will choose to use might and power to establish himself and thus reject and blaspheme God’s Spirit. 

· The Beast’s vexation at these two can well be imagined, for he will be unable to silence them. 

· That is why these two witnesses must kill their enemies (v.5) and why that killing must be spectacular, for God’s witness to their authenticity must be clear.
Revelation 11

· God’s witness is going to be heard even in this darkest hour; He will not be voiceless while man can still repent.

· These two witnesses will have powers similar to those which Elijah and Moses together possessed (v.6), and will be supernaturally protected until the allotted span of their ministry is complete.

Revelation 11

· The Beast will have driven every believing Jew from Jerusalem (12:6), yet these two Jews will defy him with impunity until their work is done (v.7)! 

· They will wear Old Testament prophetic garb which depicts mourning, and will predict exactly what God is about to do, and it will come true. 

Revelation 11

· They will have Revelation as a guide, and the reason that John was told to ‘seal up’ (10:4) the words of the thunderings may well be found here—God limited the revelation so that these two can make prophecies that will be unique to them, and thus establish their credibility and credentials beyond logical dispute.
Revelation 11

· Elijah kept Palestine dry for three and a half years by his prayers (Jas 5:17); it seems they will do likewise, for a localized drought, rather than a worldwide one, will, by its contrast, be a more notable sign.

· Then, at last, the Beast will prevail and kill them (v.7). The whole world will rejoice that these voices which prodded their consciences are stilled (v.7).

Revelation 11

· This remarkable prophecy that the whole world will rejoice is today capable of literal fulfillment, for the news can now be flashed worldwide in a matter of hours by means of radio and television. 

· These same means, too, can enable the whole world to witness their resurrection and gradual ascension into Heaven (vv.11–12). 

· The time before their resurrection, three and a half days, is a day for each year; God will be reminding the world that His timetable is over.

Revelation 11

· This is not the rapture (which is described in I Corinthians 15 and I Thessalonians 4), but will be a special honor for these special men.

· These two witnesses will, like Old Testament prophets, proclaim a constant message of warning, predicting what God is about to do next (no doubt, explaining perfectly the Scriptures which this study guide imperfectly seeks to explain), thereby making it impossible for the world not to recognize God’s hand in the frightful events which will be their daily fare. 

Revelation 11

· No wonder the world will rejoice at their death, for sin will imagine it can resort to its ‘ostrich in the sand’ philosophy of enjoying one day at a time without thought of the consequences. 

· Verse 9 describes the world gloating over the spectacle of their dead bodies; they will imagine that the last of the Beast’s opposition has been silenced so now nothing can hinder the establishment of Satan’s kingdom on earth. 

Revelation 11

· That shortsighted joy will be cut short by an incontrovertible proof of the resurrection, and one which demands that there be an eternity, a fact the world will not logically be able to escape.

· No wonder they will have to give glory to God (v.13), and what chagrin that will bring Satan and his Pseudo-christ!
Revelation 11

· The names given to Jerusalem, Sodom, and Egypt (which Scripture nowhere else uses for that city—Ezekiel 16 uses ‘Sodom’ to describe southern Judea), describe future inhabitants as all believing Jews will have fled (12:6). 

· Jerusalem will be a cesspool of sin, as will all the world under the Beast, for it seems that, as the center of Satan worship and worship of the Beast (Rev 13:8, 14–15; Dan 9:27; 11:31), she may well lead the world in sin instead of righteousness.

Revelation 11

· The reference to Sodom may relate to Dan 11:37; the Beast may well encourage homosexual orgies, thus God’s blast of ‘Sodom.’ 

· Egypt signifies worldliness, its luxury, and its fleshpots; this will be the Beast’s other ploy-satisfy yourself, indulge yourself, eat drink and be merry for tomorrow you die. 

· Tomorrow will be just around the corner. When God calls them ‘Egypt,’ the end will have begun, for that is what the seventh and last trumpet announces.

Revelation 11

· The fact that there will be seven thousand ‘names of men’ (v.13) makes the number very specific. 

· Imagine the sense of fright, awe, and horror when, after the earthquake, the names are tallied and found to be in exact agreement with 11:13. 

· No wonder men will, against their wish and in terror, give glory to the God of Heaven. 

· Could it be that the two prophets will leave a checklist?

Revelation 11

· The Seventh Trumpet

· Purpose
· This section describes Heaven’s reaction to notice that the final flurry of God’s judgments is about to begin, thus emphasizing its spiritual significance.
Revelation 11

· 15  The seventh angel then blew [his] trumpet, and there were mighty voices in heaven, shouting, The dominion (kingdom, sovereignty, rule) of the world has now come into the possession and become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ (the Messiah), and He shall reign forever and ever (for the eternities of the eternities)! [Ps. 22:28; Dan. 7:13, 14, 27.]

· 16  Then the twenty-four elders [of pthe heavenly Sanhedrin], who sit on their thrones before God, prostrated themselves before Him and worshiped, 
Revelation 11

· 17  Exclaiming, To You we give thanks, Lord God Omnipotent, [the One] Who is and [ever] was, for assuming the high sovereignty and the great power that are Yours and for beginning to reign. 

· 18  And the heathen (the nations) raged, but Your wrath (retribution, indignation) came, the time when the dead will be judged and Your servants the prophets and saints rewarded—and those who revere (fear) Your name, both low and high and small and great—and [the time] for destroying the corrupters of the earth. [Ps. 2:1.]

Revelation 11

· Exposition
· This seventh trumpet, the last trumpet, will announce the beginning of the establishment of God’s Kingdom on earth (v.15). This is an occasion for rejoicing in Heaven and rage on earth. This seventh trumpet introduces the seven bowl judgments of 15:1–16:21, so we return to this topic in Study 20 which examines those final outpourings of God’s wrath on a sinful world.
· Verse 15 serves notice that God is about to take over the earthly realm hitherto usurped by man and Satan.

Revelation 11

· God will not again relinquish it, but will reign eternally. 

· Falling on one’s face is an appropriate attitude in which to worship God (v.16); the beings in this humble position are among the most elevated in Heaven, so how much more should we respect our God. 

· Part of this reverence can be understood by recalling that God is all powerful; the source of all power, the repository of all power. 

· We puny humans should not trifle with such might.

Revelation 11

· Notice, too, that while God is the present source of being, of existence, He always has been the source of existence (see exegetical notes on v.17).

· Verse 17 indicates that God will exert full control over His creation for the first time at the end of the tribulation, and will never again relinquish it. 

· Astonishingly, God has graciously allowed His creation the privilege of exercising their own choice, their own free will. 

Revelation 11

· However, the whole course of history establishes that the best course of action always is to leave things in God’s hands, that His will is perfect, and that there is no need to question it, ever.

· A believer, then, is someone who subjects himself to God’s will, and what better example of this can we find than that of our Lord in Gethsemane?

Revelation 11

· Mankind’s anger against a God whom they know disapproves of their sin is behind v.18. 

· Man only exists because God exists, yet man would have God dead (which, to be logical, would mean that man, too, would cease to exist). 

· Man is angry with God, not realizing the awful might of the God they persistently provoke to wrath.

Revelation 11

· Notice that v.18 describes two actions which God will perform—the first mentioned is the judging of the dead, the second is the rewarding of the faithful—so the faithful are not judged, and this is as would be expected from Scriptures like John 3:18, etc. 

· The first judgment of the unrighteous is their physical destruction (v.18); the two sides of God’s judgment written of here are reward and destruction.

Revelation 11

· Verse 18 mentions three categories of people for reward and their identification may well be:

· i)God’s slaves, the prophets 

· ii)The Saints - Old Testament believers.

· iii) Those who fear His name -Tribulation believers.

· Note, too, none will be too inconsequential to be recognized by God (the small of v.18).

Revelation 11

· The opening of God’s temple in Heaven signifies that He is preparing to commence His earthly rule (v.19). 

· The ark of God’s covenant is a visible reminder of God’s promises (which is what covenant means). 

· This symbolism, then, means that God is about to deliver on His promises, promises which fall into two categories: reward or punishment. 

· The sign off of the seventh trumpet is the same as that of the seventh seal and seventh bowl (8:5; 16:18).

Revelation 11

· God will be announcing that the final judgment is here, it will be imminent, and this temporal age will be about to end.

· The prophecies John received from God have now taken us to the very brink of the end of the age in which sin mars God’s creation. Even during this stepped-up outpouring of His wrath, God will graciously continue to remonstrate with a headstrong, sinful race by raising up two remarkable men who have all the characteristics of Old Testament prophets. 

Revelation 11

· Surely, they should be listened to; but the prophecies tell us sin will triumph over reason. 
Revelation 12

· Revelation 12: 1-6

· Israel and the Dragon

· Purpose
· This section introduces Israel and the Beast and establishes their roles as God’s and Satan’s agents, respectively; it outlines their earthly history in the "Great Tribulation."
Revelation 12

· CHAPTER 12

· AND A great sign (wonder)—[warning of future events of ominous significance] appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and with a crownlike garland (tiara) of twelve stars on her head. 

· 2  She was pregnant and she cried out in her birth pangs, in the anguish of her delivery. 

Revelation 12

· 3  Then another ominous sign (wonder) was seen in heaven: Behold, a huge, fiery-red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and seven kingly crowns (diadems) upon his heads. [Dan. 7:7.]

· 4  His tail swept [across the sky] and dragged down a third of the stars and flung them to the earth. And the dragon stationed himself in front of the woman who was about to be delivered, so that he might devour her child as soon as she brought it forth. [Dan. 8:10.]

Revelation 12

· 5  And she brought forth a male Child, One Who is destined to shepherd (rule) all the nations with an iron staff (scepter), and her Child was caught up to God and to His throne. [Ps. 2:8, 9; 110:1, 2.]

· 6  And the woman [herself] fled into the desert (wilderness), where she has a retreat prepared [for her] by God, in which she is to be fed and kept safe for 1,260 days (42 months; three and one-half years).

Revelation 12

· Exposition
· Verses 1 and 3 of this section make it plain that chapters 12–13 are written in ‘signs,’ and thus remind us that 1:1 used the verbal form of ‘sign’ (translated ‘communicate’ in the nasb, but more literally ‘signified’ as in the kjv). This division, then, like so much of Revelation, is written in symbols; so we must first establish what the symbols signify or mean.

Revelation 12

· The woman is the nation of Israel, for only Israel fits vv.5–6. The man-child who rules the nations with a rod of iron (v.5) is the Messiah described in Psalm 2:9 (see also Rev 2:27; 19:15); this, of course, is Jesus. And Jesus’ mother was Mary, or in a broader sense the nation Israel; but v.6 cannot refer to Mary as it talks of the 1,260 day period (42 months, 3 1/2 years) which features so often in the tribulation prophecies, so this limits the definition to the nation of Israel.

Revelation 12

· The description in v.1 confirms this, for Gen 37:9–10 indicates that the sun represents the patriarchs of the nation of Israel, the moon her matriarchs, and the twelve stars the twelve brothers who founded the twelve tribes. Notably this dream was Joseph’s, and Joseph returns to Israel’s tribal register in 7:8 after an absence of more than three millennia!

Revelation 12

· Verse 9 clearly defines the dragon as Satan and describes him thoroughly. 

· First, his description as a dragon indicates his ferocious and dastardly nature. 

· Second, as the serpent of the Garden of Eden he plunged the world into its sinful state (‘serpent’ thus reminds us of his craftiness). 

· Third, he is the devil, which means ‘accuser’ or ‘slanderer.’ 

· Fourth, his name, Satan, means ‘adversary.’ 

Revelation 12

· Fifth, his wiles and purpose are indicated by ‘he who deceives.’ 

· Sixth, he is depicted as the leader of the fallen angels—he is the fallen archangel of Isa 14:12, the pinnacle of God’s creation (Ezek 28:12–15).

· This multifaceted identification is absolutely specific that the person here described is Satan, the devil. 

· His ‘throwing’ of the angels to the earth (v.4) must be understood in the light of v.9; he was the cause of their expulsion, not the agent.
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· So the woman is Israel, her male child is Jesus, and the dragon is Satan. Israel is called a great sign, the dragon simply a sign; this distinction indicates that believers are much more important to God than fallen angels.

· This vision was very vivid to John, as is evidenced by the fluctuation of tenses he employed to record it. This demonstrates that he was recording what he saw, and not making a prophecy per se.

Revelation 12

· Essentially, the two visions are described as ‘having appeared’ (aorist), and thereafter the description is vividly in the present tense. Exceptions are the ‘threw’ of v.4 (aorist) and the rest of that verse which is phrased in the past tense. Verse 5 is also in the past, as is the ‘fled’ of v.6 (aorist). Fortunately, 6:13 indicates that the aorists of v.4a will happen in the tribulation, so this aorist draws attention to what has already been recorded (see also 12:12).

Revelation 12

· The rest of v.4 (4b) is a historical reference, so the aorist (past) tense is appropriate. Verses 4b–6 make a paragraph, as do vv.1–2 and vv.3–4a). The aorist ‘fled’ of v.6 is related to the vision and not to chronology, as the 1,260 day reference in this same verse makes it plain that this event will occur in the tribulation. The flow of events, then, is that John saw two vivid visions which portray a future time, but which use some past circumstances to provide keys for the symbolism used.

Revelation 12

· John’s vision commences with Jesus’ birth and Satan’s attack on Him during His lifetime, an attack which started in His infancy (Matt 2:13—it may be that our Lord’s Egyptian sojourn lasted 1,260 days, though Scripture does not portray Egypt as a wilderness). This vision next recognizes Jesus’ ascension (v.5), and then takes up Israel’s story as though the Church Age does not intervene, just as Dan 9:26 ignores the same period.

Revelation 12

· The Church Age is the ‘mystery’ of the Old Testament (Rom 11:25; 16:25), and is distinct from Israel’s history. Revelation thus only talks of an Israel in God’s favor, an Israel not ‘cut off’ (i.e., Israel before rejecting her Messiah and Israel after accepting her Messiah). Revelation 7:4–8 (the 144,000 witnesses) reports the beginning of this move, which I interpret as being precipitated by the rapture. 
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· The trickle of converts will become a flood when the Beast turns against Israel as depicted in Dan 9:27 and Matt 24:15, which is when one-third of the nation will accept Jesus as their Messiah (Zech 13:8).

· The Israel that accepts her Messiah will have to flee into the wilderness for the last half of the tribulation, for Satan will mount a furious attack on her as she will once again be God’s chosen instrument on the earth.

Revelation 12

· There is precedent for Israel’s escape into the wilderness, for Jesus warned the nation to do this in His Olivet Discourse (Matt 24:15–22), and this warning is similar to that which the church heeded when Rome surrounded Jerusalem (Luke 21:20–24), for the Jerusalem church fled to Pella in Perea (in the wilderness!), and not one of their number was lost.

Revelation 12

· The picture of the woman in childbirth is abruptly cut off by v.3, but in so doing it heightens our interest in her future. In a very real sense Israel will again be about to give birth to a righteous child who will be well pleasing to God, for in this period Israel will accept her Messiah and so give birth to a righteous nation. This is the nation that the devil will seek to devour.

Revelation 12

· The description of the dragon is similar to that of the Beast given in 13:1; both have seven heads and ten horns, but while the Beast’s horns wear ten crowns, the dragon’s heads wear the seven crowns. Notably, the Beast will depose three of the horns (Dan 7:8), so finally the number of crowns is the same —seven. In some mystic sense Satan will have earthly representatives in ten heads of nations, but ultimately the Beast will reduce these human representatives to seven, thus mirroring this satanic structure perfectly on earth.
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· War in Heaven (12:7–12a)

· Purpose
· This section reveals that Satan’s coming expulsion from Heaven will mark the beginning of his demise as a spiritual force.

Revelation 12

· 7  Then war broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels went forth to battle with the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought. 

· 8  But they were defeated, and there was no room found for them in heaven any longer. 

· 9  And the huge dragon was cast down and out—that age-old serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, he who is the seducer (deceiver) of all humanity the world over; he was forced out and down to the earth, and his angels were flung out along with him. [Gen. 3:1, 14, 15; Zech. 3:1.]

Revelation 12

· 10  Then I heard a strong (loud) voice in heaven, saying, Now it has come—the salvation and the power and the kingdom (the dominion, the reign) of our God, and the power (the sovereignty, the authority) of His Christ (the Messiah); for the accuser of our brethren, he who keeps bringing before our God charges against them day and night, has been cast out! [Job 1:9-11.]

Revelation 12

· 11  And they have overcome (conquered) him by means of the blood of the Lamb and by the utterance of their testimony, for they did not love and cling to life even when faced with death [holding their lives cheap till they had to die for their witnessing]. 

· 12  Therefore be glad (exult), O heavens and you that dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in fierce anger (fury), because he knows that he has [only] a short time [left]! [Isa. 44:23; 49:13.]

Revelation 12

· Exposition
· Satan still has access to Heaven (v.7), just as in Job’s day (Job 1:6; 2:1), but by the end of the first half of the tribulation God will permit this no longer, so Satan, with one-third of the created angels (v.4), will be expelled from Heaven by his counterpart, Michael, the archangel. The ‘was’ (lit. ‘came’) of v.7 relates to the prophecy and not to the time of writing because of the ‘woe’ of v.12b and the sense of the ‘when’ in v.13. This, then, depicts a future event, not a past one.

Revelation 12

· That this is a future event is confirmed by v.14, for the ‘time, times, and half a time’ is the last three and a half years of the tribulation. So this war in Heaven occurs halfway through the tribulation. God will clearly be bringing matters to a head, for this will consolidate the angelic position by separating the righteous angels from the unrighteous ones who will then be expelled from Heaven. This expulsion of Satan probably coincides with a third of the stars falling to earth during the breaking of the sixth seal (Rev 6:13).

Revelation 12

· The basis of Michael’s victory in Heaven, a victory sealed during Jesus’ earthly ministry (Luke 10:18) and also alluded to in Dan 12:1, will be based on Jesus Christ’s redemptive work (v.10) as witnessed to by Christians, especially those who witness to this truth by being martyred for their faith. When the angels see men prepared to die and dying, they will recognize Christ’s superiority over Satan, for they will understand that faith in Him is more valuable than life itself (and life is unarguably the most valuable of all of carnal man’s blessings).

Revelation 12

· Is it not marvelous that our witness as Christians (v.11, see exegetical note on ‘dia’) will be ammunition for Michael in his battle against Satan!

· Heaven’s residents will rejoice at Satan’s expulsion (v.12a). Heaven (the habitat of God’s spiritual creation) will have been cleansed; it will be ready for the institution of God’s Kingdom over all His creation. The spiritual conflict over who has the right to be King, God or Satan, will have been resolved in Heaven.
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· All that will remain to be done is to resolve this question on earth which will be ravished by the fierce war about to rage. Consider the magnitude of Heaven and then realize the awesome horror of being excluded (v.8). One is excluded, not on the basis of space, but on the basis of rejecting the atoning work of Christ (v.11). The expression of v.8 ‘no longer … heaven’ is a typical Hebraism: God’s full authority will only be asserted after Satan has been expelled from Heaven; this signals that God has taken up His power (11:17).

Revelation 12

· This section provides important theological education by giving clear insight into Satan’s present activity: he has a band of demons tempting and testing the saints on earth, and he is constantly accusing the saints of failure before God (v.10; the ‘accusing’ here is like ‘charging’ in a legal suite). Furthermore, the saints are presented as ‘tabernacling’ in Heaven (v.12a). 
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· This is more than simply dwelling, for the tabernacle has a connotation of religious service; life in Heaven will not be a tedious affair—there will be no menial work to do, but one’s existence will center around worship of the most exciting person ever.

· Worship in Heaven will be reveling in God’s company. We will tabernacle with Him (12:12) and He will tabernacle with us (7:15; 21:3).

Revelation 12

· Moreover, tabernacling is not permanent residence, and this is true for the saints as their eternal residence will be the New Earth which God has yet to create (21:3,7).

Revelation 12

· War on Earth (12:12b–17)

· Purpose
· The purpose of this section is to warn the human race that Satan will be vehemently active on earth during the last forty-two months of the tribulation.

Revelation 12

· O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in fierce anger (fury), because he knows that he has [only] a short time [left]! [Isa. 44:23; 49:13.]

· 13  And when the dragon saw that he was cast down to the earth, he went in pursuit of the woman who had given birth to the male Child. 
Revelation 12

· 14  But the woman was supplied with the two wings of a giant eagle, so that she might fly from the presence of the serpent into the desert (wilderness), to the retreat where she is to be kept safe and fed for a time, and times, and half a time (three and one-half years, or 1,260 days). [Dan. 7:25; 12:7.]

· 15  Then out of his mouth the serpent spouted forth water like a flood after the woman, that she might be carried off with the torrent.
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· 16  But the earth came to the rescue of the woman, and the ground opened its mouth and swallowed up the stream of water which the dragon had spouted from his mouth. 

· 17  So then the dragon was furious (enraged) at the woman, and he went away to wage war on the remainder of her descendants—[on those] who obey God’s commandments and who have the testimony of Jesus Christ [and adhere to it and qbear witness to Him]. 
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· Exposition
· Verse 12b tells us that when Satan is expelled from Heaven he will be at his most active and vicious because he will know that his period of freedom is very limited, for his time to act independently will nearly be over. The inclusion of the sea with the earth (v.12b) can be understood in the light of the judgments which Revelation has already indicated that God will pour out on the sea, but as the sea is not man’s habitat what is meant?

Revelation 12

· It seems to me that this book is saying there is no place to hide, neither from the wrath of God, nor from the fury of the devil. The major focus of Satan’s wrath and activity will be Israel (v.13), because she will again be God’s chosen instrument on earth. Verse 13 would be better translated ‘pursued’ than ‘persecuted’ as it is plain that the woman will escape (vv.14,17); the agent of this pursuit will probably be the Beast.
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· So the devil will use all the abilities and powers at his disposal to attack Israel (v.15), but God will miraculously intervene to protect her (v.16).
· Satan, thwarted, will then turn his considerable wrath on other believers and ensure that they will be severely persecuted. The use of ‘thuros’ (v.12) depicts him in a frenzied fury—there is nothing more frightening than a person with great strength in an unreasoning fury. This is the time when the demons of the fifth trumpet judgment will be unleashed to join Satan with his fallen third of the angelic host in their rampage on earth.

Revelation 12

· This is what these last three and a half ‘times’ will be like, for Satan will be lashing out at all and sundry in his fury. Indeed, it will seem he has forgotten his battle with God and will just be concentrating on causing as much chaos on earth as possible, but in fact he will desperately be trying to set up an earthly fortress for his last stand against God, as 13:1,ff. depict.

Revelation 12

· Moreover, it may well be that this frenzied activity will be Satan’s last desperate attempt to prove God fallible, for it seems to me that much of Satan’s attack is directed at the apparent tension that God works within—the tension between predestination in God’s foreknowledge (of which He is so certain that He has committed it to writing in the Lamb’s book of life which was written before creation—17:8) and His gracious granting of free will to His creation.

Revelation 12

· Satan will use agents, both individual and national, as the symbolism in the description of the dragon in v.3 indicates, to achieve this end. (We will consider this symbolism in some detail in our study of 13:1.)

· Zechariah 13:8–9 indicates that only one-third of Israel will survive the tribulation and enter the millennium.

Revelation 12

· This will result in an ‘all saved’ Israel as prophesied by Rom 11:26. At the beginning of the last decade of the twentieth century there are approximately fifteen million Jews worldwide, so, if this is a guide, it suggests that about five million Jews will enter the millennium and ten million Jews will perish in the Great Tribulation.
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· The flood of v.15 may possibly come out of the Mediterranean (which is where the Beast comes from—13:1). The Sea of Galilee, the Dead Sea and their valleys as well as the surrounding desert are all below sea level, so this may simply be an attempt by the Beast to flood the land of Palestine, an attempt which God will forestall by opening up the Rift Valley into the Gulf of Aquaba. This is somewhat conjectural, but Ezek 47:8–12 does point in this direction.
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· Satan will turn his attention on the saints (v.17) whom he can no longer accuse before God (v.10). This will be a frightful time for them, for Satan, with all his power, will seek to harm believers physically as distinct from spiritually, which is his present concern. So he will use all his power in a last ditch attempt to break believers from holding to the testimony of Jesus (v.17). Men will be willing to do anything to avoid this persecution, but one cannot negotiate with the father of lies—what a dilemma.

Revelation 12

· This principle seems to undergird 13:10, ‘Here is the perseverance and the faith of the saints’; this will be the most difficult time ever to maintain (persevere in) one’s faith, yet perseverance will be necessary for salvation in the tribulation.
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