Antichrist and the End Times

AET-053 and 054:  The Pit, the Euphrates and Chapter 10

The Pit and the Euphrates

· The trumpet judgments in Revelation chapters 8 and 9 take place in the first half of the tribulation.  

· The first four trumpet judgments involve catastrophes to the physical earth.  Burning hail, asteroids and smoke devastate the earth in the four trumpet judgments of chapter 8.  

· These plagues may strike the earth at the direction of the "Two witnesses" in Jerusalem, calling down God’s judgments. (More in Chapter 11)

The Pit and the Euphrates

· In chapter 9, under the 5th trumpet, John describes beings emerging from the Abyss as locusts, who torment the lost for 5 months.  Following this, in the 6th trumpet, John describes the release of four bound angels, who then allow 200 million horsemen to kill 1/3 of those left alive. 
The Pit and the Euphrates

· John, in the book of Revelation reports what he literally sees.  John describes events taking place in Heaven and on earth, both spiritual and physical.  Here in the 9th chapter, John describes two groups of beings unlike anything seen on earth, locusts and horses and horsemen.  Are these being in the physical world or the spiritual world?  This is one the issues that need to be addressed in understanding this chapter. 
The Pit and the Euphrates

· 9:1  Then the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven which had fallen to the earth [land]; and the key of the bottomless pit was given to him.

· 9:2  He opened the bottomless pit, and smoke went up out of the pit, like the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by the smoke of the pit.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· 9:3–4  Then out of the smoke came locusts upon the earth [land], and power was given them, as the scorpions of the earth [land] have power.  4 They were told not to hurt the grass of the earth [land], nor any green thing, nor any tree, but only the men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads.

· 9:5  And they were not permitted to kill anyone, but to torment for five months; and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings a man.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· 9:6  And in those days men will seek death and will not find it; they will long to die, and death flees from them.  

· 9:7  The appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle; and on their heads appeared to be crowns like gold, and their faces were like the faces of men.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· 9:8–10  They had hair like the hair of women, and their teeth were like the teeth of lions.  9 They had breastplates like breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots, of many horses rushing to battle.  10 They have tails like scorpions, and stings; and in their tails is their power to hurt men for five months.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· 9:11–12  They have as king over them, the angel of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the Greek he has the name Apollyon.  12 The first woe is past; behold, two woes are still coming after these things.

· 9:13  Then the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God…
· 9:14  …one saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, "Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates." 

The Pit and the Euphrates

· 9:15  And the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were released, so that they would kill a third of mankind.

· 9:16  The number of the armies of the horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the number of them.  Two hundred million.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· 9:17–18  And this is how I saw in the vision the horses and those who sat on them: the riders had breastplates the color of fire and of hyacinth and of brimstone; and the heads of the horses are like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths proceed fire and smoke and brimstone.  A third of mankind was killed by these three plagues, by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone which proceeded out of their mouths.

· 9:19  For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails; for their tails are like serpents and have heads, and with them they do harm.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· 9:20–21  The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, so as not to worship demons, and the idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of stone and of wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk; 21 and they did not repent of their murders nor of their sorceries nor of their immorality nor of their thefts.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· The final three trumpets, which we will consider in this study, certainly justify this sense of foreboding. These three trumpets are distinguished from their four predecessors and are specifically named ‘the three woes.’ The final woe, the seventh trumpet, consists of the seven bowl judgments.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Purpose
· The purpose of this verse is to dramatically stress the fearsomeness of the final three trumpet judgments, for they represent God moving to judge sinful humanity mightily and supernaturally.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Exposition
· The fourth trumpet portrayed an earthly scene and left John looking skyward, astounded at the blackening out of the celestial bodies. In this attitude, he saw a solitary (the Greek text reads ‘one’) eagle in mid-heaven (i.e., high in the sky) whose very loneliness stresses the extent of the devastation wrought by the first four trumpets. The height at which this eagle soars further enhances the mood of loneliness. 

The Pit and the Euphrates

· ‘Vulture’ may be more appropriate than ‘eagle,’ for, in a sense, this bird will be calling its fellows to devour the carrion that will result from God’s judgments (Matt 24:28). This vulture is a seemingly insignificant augury of the gathering of its ilk to the final judgment of Armageddon (19:17–18), an insignificant omen which will rapidly become a voracious flood of scavengers. This vulture will cry out in warning to all mankind dwelling on Earth that, awful as the judgments they have just endured have been, they are about to be subjected to even more fearsome judgments. 

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Revelation 9:21 gives the purpose of this warning: God will be pressing the human race to repent.
· The vulture’s triple ‘woe’ draws attention to the remaining three trumpet fanfares, for these heraldic trumpets will announce God’s awesome final judgments. These judgments are inevitable and destined to (or ‘must’) occur, for this is an alternate translation of the word translated ‘about to,’ and one which better suits the theological context than the customary rendering of ‘yet’ or ‘about to’…

The Pit and the Euphrates

· In other words, God’s displeasure with sin and His sovereign, divine person make it inevitable that He judge the world’s sin, but the judgments which have gone before are not yet an adequate expression of His displeasure. This warning leaves the sensitive reader with the ominous feeling that the remaining judgments will be on a scale which eclipses even that of the preceding four trumpets. The judgments we are about to study, then, can be expected to leave any sensible person with every inducement to repent and turn to God for forgiveness.

The Pit and the Euphrates

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· 1The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the earth. The star was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss. 2When he opened the Abyss, smoke rose from it like the smoke from a gigantic furnace. The sun and sky were darkened by the smoke from the Abyss. 3And out of the smoke locusts came down upon the earth and were given power like that of scorpions of the earth. 4They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any plant or tree, but only those people who did not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· 5They were not given power to kill them, but only to torture them for five months. And the agony they suffered was like that of the sting of a scorpion when it strikes a man. 6During those days men will seek death, but will not find it; they will long to die, but death will elude them.

· 7The locusts looked like horses prepared for battle. On their heads they wore something like crowns of gold, and their faces resembled human faces. 8Their hair was like women’s hair, and their teeth were like lions’ teeth. 

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· 9They had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the sound of their wings was like the thundering of many horses and chariots rushing into battle. 10They had tails and stings like scorpions, and in their tails they had power to torment people for five months. 11They had as king over them the angel of the Abyss, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek, Apollyon.b
· 12The first woe is past; two other woes are yet to come.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Purpose
· This section’s purpose is to reveal that God will unleash demons on unsaved man for five months during the tribulation with the intent of bringing sinful man to his senses by exposing him to the power he prefers over God.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Exposition
· Verse 1 introduces a star who had (past tense) fallen, or descended, from Heaven to earth. The fact that this star is referred to as ‘him’ suggests that in this context ‘star’ means ‘angelic being’ (see also Job 38:7). This fallen angel, a spirit being, will be given the key to the ‘shaft’ of the ‘abyss’; this shaft is not the main entrance, but, as it were, a side door or fault (like a chimney in a rock face) which God created in His design of the abyss for just this time in history.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Who is this spiritual being who will receive the keys to the shaft of the abyss? The perfect tense of ‘who had fallen’ favors Satan, for it indicates that this star cannot return, and therefore cannot be one of God’s angels; so this event is a preview of the same one described in 12:4. Isaiah 14:12 prophesies Satan’s expulsion from Heaven, a prophecy confirmed by Rev 12:4,9 and Luke 10:18. 

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Satan’s expulsion from Heaven and his consequent casting down (confinement) to earth will happen in the second half of the tribulation, for Rev 12:6,14 require this as these verses indicate that Satan’s fall to earth will happen at the midpoint of the seven year tribulation. Our Lord’s vision (Luke 10:18–20) was thus a preview of Satan’s final expulsion from Heaven. 

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Note that Luke 10:19 refers to scorpions, and that Rev 9:10 compares the demons released from the abyss to scorpions. Clearly, Rev 9:10 confirms that Luke refers to demonic powers, not literal serpents and scorpions; and in any event Luke itself indicates this in its own context.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· The sixth seal marks the end of the first half of the tribulation, so the stars of 6:13 could be those who were expelled from Heaven with Satan. Alternately, and probably better, we can understand that with the breaking of the sixth seal (6:12–17), besides the natural disasters which God will unleash on the world, He will also dispatch a host of angelic beings who will execute or control His further judgments on the earth; we meet some of these beings in 7:1–2; 8:2–3, and particularly in 8:10. 

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Their activity establishes that everything that will take place on earth during the tribulation, whether natural or super-natural, will be under the full control of God or the Lamb (who, together, work in perfect harmony), even the demonic activity on earth precipitated by Satan’s expulsion from Heaven.

· Indeed, it will be one of these angelic beings who, at God’s behest, will give Satan the key to the shaft of the abyss!

The Pit and the Euphrates

· The bottomless pit (‘abyss’ in Greek) is not Hell, but a prison in which God incarcerates demons pending the final judgment (20:3 uses the same noun, ‘abussos’ as 9:1), after which they will be thrown into Hell (Rev 20:10). Jude 6 tells us that some fallen angels (demons) who transgressed the limitations God placed on them, have been incarcerated in this place, and Luke 8:31 makes it plain that demons live in fear of being committed to this place. 

The Pit and the Euphrates

· The expression "Bottomless pit" literally means "Shaft of the abyss" (Re 9:1, 2 marg.) and refers to an "Abyss," that is, a boundless or bottomless place (Re 20:1, 3). In Scripture the bottomless pit is associated with the underworld and is divinely used as a place of confinement.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Rev 9:1 THEN THE fifth angel blew [his] trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the earth; and to the angel was given the key iof the shaft of the Abyss (the bottomless pit). 
· 2  He opened the long shaft of the Abyss (the bottomless pit), and smoke like the smoke of a huge furnace puffed out of the long shaft, so that the sun and the atmosphere were darkened by the smoke from the long shaft.
The Pit and the Euphrates

· It is the residence that the Antichrist comes from:

· Rev 11:7  But when they have finished their testimony and their evidence is all in, the beast (monster) that comes up out of the Abyss (bottomless pit) will wage war on them, and conquer them and kill them.
The Pit and the Euphrates

· Rev 17:8  The beast that you saw [once] was, but [now] is no more, and he is going to come up out of the Abyss (the bottomless pit) and proceed to go to perdition. And the inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been recorded in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world will be astonished when they look at the beast, because he [once] was, but [now] is no more, and he is [yet] to come.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· This is the same Abyss, or Bottomless Pit that Satan will be imprisoned in for 1,000 years:

· Rev 20:1 THEN I saw an angel descending from heaven; he was holding the key of the Abyss (the bottomless pit) and a great chain was in his hand. 

· 2  And he gripped and overpowered the dragon, that old serpent [of primeval times], who is the devil and Satan, and [securely] bound him for a thousand years. 

The Pit and the Euphrates

· 3  Then he hurled him into the Abyss (the bottomless pit) and closed it and sealed it above him, so that he should no longer lead astray and deceive and seduce the nations until the thousand years were at an end. After that he must be liberated for a short time.
The Pit and the Euphrates

· So what God will do in this judgment will be to give sinful mankind a face-to-face confrontation with the very worst of the demons they prefer to Him.

· The purpose of this confrontation is to give them yet another opportunity to repent (9:21), so God will bring them face to face with the full horror of sin with the intent that this pressure them into recognizing the sensibility of repentance. The one in charge of these released demons is not Satan himself but rather Satan’s lieutenant, for his name is Abaddon or Apollyon (Hebrew and Greek words which mean ‘destroyer,’ and antithesis of ‘Savior’).

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Satan aspires to replace God; Apollyon is his counterpart of Christ. It is significant that the demons will be barred from attacking believers (v.4), for this emphasizes that God’s purpose is that unregenerate mankind should be repulsed by the horror and malice of the spiritual power they have chosen over Christ (9:4 read with 9:21 makes it plain that God’s sealing is not confined to the 144,000 of Revelation 7).

The Pit and the Euphrates

· The opening to the abyss can be envisaged as similar to the Carlsbad Caverns, where one little shaft opens into the vast abyss beneath the mountain. Likewise, the smoke that will rise is similar to the migration of bats in Carlsbad around sunset. Fact and simile are mixed in this prophecy; smoke is smoke, it is not something like smoke, but its volume will be ‘like’ (a simile) that of a great furnace. The smoke thus talks of flame and burning in the abyss, and that smoke will throw a pall over a large and significant part of the earth.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Next John describes a type of "Locusts" which are unlike any being yet known to man.  These being have one purpose and function to torment humanity.    The question is, are these locusts in the physical or spiritual realm?  John, is describing what he sees, in Revelation he describes the physical and spiritual realms. His descriptions are offer vivid real pictures in both realms. 

· There are several views according to the literal understanding of scripture just what is taking place in the 5th trumpet.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· 1. John could very well be describing a physical locusts dwelling in the sub terrain earth, now released for the sole purpose to torment lost humanity for 5 months. 

· 2. John is describing what he is sees in the spiritual realm.  These locusts are demonic and are literally taking place in the spiritual realm but not seen in the physical.

·  3. These could be literal locusts which are demon possessed.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· The locusts are literal, though they are infernal; their power, their ability to control, will be achieved by using their stings. These locusts are essentially demons and not insects, as is indicated by the fact that they will not eat any vegetation as do natural locusts (v.4). Revelation does not say these demonic creatures will be ‘like’ locusts, but specifically and repeatedly calls them locusts, so it seems prudent to understand that the locusts will be a particular, unique specie which will be demon-possessed (Luke 8:33 attests demon-possession of creatures other than man).

The Pit and the Euphrates

· This description of locusts is very similar to the depiction and circumstance of Joel 2:4–11, for Joel also prophesies the end times. Locusts, in any country plagued with them, represent an horrendous scourge. When hardened Pharaoh was confronted with a plague of locusts, he hastily repented, quite correctly regarding this plague as synonymous with the death of his land (Exod 10:16–17). Locusts invade every corner and consume everything in sight, leaving a barren desert behind them.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· But this coming plague of locusts is a scourge with a diabolical difference, for these locusts will shun vegetation and make man their prey; they will be, in every way, more hardy and irresistible than the natural variety, and possess the cunning of man himself. The damage they will do, by using stings like those of scorpions, will be to inflict one of the most excruciating pains known to man (v.10). The pain from this sting will be so acute that men will wish to kill themselves.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· We are not told what will make man unable to commit suicide (v.6), but can speculate that these demonic creatures, anticipating a man’s actions, by simply stinging him at the crucial moment, will prevent him from suicide. What excruciating torture; driven to the point of suicide, but prevented from taking the final step by the very same torment that drives a man to the resolve to take his own life. Man will seek death by any means, even the tormenting locusts, yet they will not be permitted to kill (v.5). 

The Pit and the Euphrates

· This fact stresses that Satan’s ability to seal the doom of the lost is limited, that responsibility belongs to the individual (this is reminiscent of Job 1–2). So Satan cannot kill a person in his sin and so propel him into a lost eternity. This frightful, horrific dilemma will last five months, the normal life span of a natural locust.

· Verse 7 talks of the appearances (plural) of the locusts, and means their likeness, not the place of their appearance.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Locusts in a swarm are reminiscent of the closely drawn lines of cavalry regiments, and these infernal insects will appear and look the same, marching in ranks like cavalry, with gold markings on their heads, etc.; an irresistible force swarming over whatever they please and using those frightful stings which drive men to long for death with a passion, but which themselves fall short of inflicting death. The crowns speak of victory in conquest, so these demonic creatures will be successful in their tormenting. 

The Pit and the Euphrates

· The fact they will have faces like men may well indicate a human-like intelligence; these locusts will be hairy, an unusual feature in natural locusts; their teeth ‘like those of lions’ indicate their ferocity; their breast plates ‘as of iron’ depict their immunity to all attempts to kill or control them; and the sounds which will accompany them stress their vast numbers and their confidence. What a formidable picture we are given of this scourge!

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Scripture list two types of demons or fallen angels, one type has the freedom to operate in the physical earthly realms as specified in Ephesians 2:2,6:12 and Matthew 12:43-45.  They are over earthly kingdoms and vie for control of men.  The second type of demon are imprisoned, demons which are restrained and held back.  They are referred to in 2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 6, as being chained in darkness, reserved for the day of judgment.   The word used by Peter was tartarovw Tartaroo known as 'Tartaros", distinct from Hades.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell ( Tartaroo) and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment; 2 Peter 2:4
·  According to Jude 6, these angels left their first estate (Genesis 6:2-7) causing them greater judgment then the rest of angels.  These imprisoned demons are released in the 5th and 6th trumpet.  They plague men, rather then the physical earth.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· These are the Angels who co-habited with women producing the awesome offspring known as Nephilim.

· Because they had broken God's commandment that things reproduce after their kind, they were imprisoned in the bottomless pit, or Tartarus, beneath the Euphrates River to await their release for this purpose.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Although "Tartaros" is not directly called the Abyss (a[busso ), both are clearly identified as a prison for fallen angels. So its very likely the judgments of chapter 9, both the 5th and 6th trumpets are the release of these imprisoned demonic forces on the earth.

· When God created the heavens and the earth, he created living spiritual "Freewill" beings known as angels.  Amongst the highest order of angels were the Cherubs, which surround the throne of God.   

The Pit and the Euphrates

· One of these Cherubs, known as Lucifer, choose through freewill to rebel against authority and establish himself as God (Ezekiel 28:14-16, Isaiah 14:12-14). 

· Along with Lucifer, 1/3 of the angelic host joined in his rebellion against God (Revelation 12:4).  

· Satan and his fallen angels oppose God’s plan and attempt to keep the world in darkness.  

· Their sole desire is destruction of man’s soul in an attempt at revenge against God.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· These infernal insects will physically control all unregenerate men by goading them with their vicious stings. Man will literally experience being under demon control, and it will be an experience that will drive him to repeated suicidal attempts, but always he will be prevented from suicide, seemingly by judiciously timed use of the locust’s sting. What utter futility and torment.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· God will be physically illustrating the fact that unregenerate man is under Satan’s control, and will unmask Satan by revealing his viciousness. Yet man will persist in his rebellion against God (9:21). The fact that these infernal locusts, unlike natural ones (which are devastating enough), have a king over them indicates that they are organized, and as their king is an angelic being, it will be impossible for human ingenuity to thwart or outsmart them.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Job 28:22 is the only Old Testament mention of Abaddon as a person, and the context (vv.20–23) makes it clear that his wisdom is superior to human wisdom, but inferior to God’s. ‘Abaddon’ is also used five times in the Old Testament to describe the place of utter ruin reserved for the wicked in Sheol (Job 26:6; 31:12; Ps 88:11; Prov 15:11; 27:20)—the New Testament equivalent is ‘Hades.’

The Pit and the Euphrates

· The fact that Satan will cooperate by obeying God’s instructions emphasizes his malice all the more, for he will obey God so that he can wreak havoc on his own followers. In other words, havoc, or destruction, are more important to Satan than loyalty. What a diabolical stance. The fact that man will still not turn to God despite this horrendous scourge will demonstrate beyond question that he simply wants to have nothing to do with God, regardless of the consequences or the alternatives. [He will blame God]

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Man’s basic sin is independence; it is not that he blatantly prefers Satan to God; it is just that he wishes not to be under God’s authority. But deep down man chooses Satan because he promises independence. However, this section reveals that Satan will never deliver on his promise, but instead delivers the most vicious form of bondage.

· This woe, this torment, this judgment, orchestrated by Apollyon, should surely prove to the human race that Satan cannot be trusted, that he is a capricious, malicious, malevolent master; but the human race will still not repent and turn to God.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Man will thus demonstrate himself to be an illogical slave of his sin nature, but humanity will never again be able to plead ignorance of Satan’s character. In the present age God restricts Satan to using only human, or natural, levels of temptation or testing (I Cor 10:13); in the frightful time of the tribulation he will be permitted to unleash supernatural forces against man.

The Sixth Trumpet

· The Sixth Trumpet (9:12–21)
· 13The sixth angel sounded his trumpet, and I heard a voice coming from the hornsc of the golden altar that is before God. 14It said to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, "Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates." 15And the four angels who had been kept ready for this very hour and day and month and year were released to kill a third of mankind. 16The number of the mounted troops was two hundred million. I heard their number.

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· 17The horses and riders I saw in my vision looked like this: Their breastplates were fiery red, dark blue, and yellow as sulfur. The heads of the horses resembled the heads of lions, and out of their mouths came fire, smoke and sulfur. 18A third of mankind was killed by the three plagues of fire, smoke and sulfur that came out of their mouths. 19The power of the horses was in their mouths and in their tails; for their tails were like snakes, having heads with which they inflict injury.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· John could portray a terrifying array of modern weapons only with the vocabulary available to him at that time. Tanks and missiles and aircraft with machine guns, smart bombs and laser-guided missiles did not exist, so he could not begin to describe such weapons in a way we would immediately recognize. When we get into chapters 13-18 we will learn more details about Satan's role in these destructive events.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Purpose
· This section’s purpose is to reveal that a fearsome war device will be unleashed that will rely on a power source found in the region of modern day Iraq which will result in the annihilation of one-third of humanity.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· The sixth angel introduces the second woe (v.12), a woe released in answer to the prayers of the tribulation martyrs (6:9–11), for Heaven has two altars symbolized by the altars of the Jewish tabernacle and temple. The first altar, as one approaches God’s throne, is the altar of burnt offering, on which atonement for sin is made. After atonement has been secured, the saint may approach the altar of incense, the golden altar, drawing near to God in the process, and there offer worship and praise, and make petition (which is what the incense symbolizes—5:8; 8:3).

The Pit and the Euphrates

· The fact that the voice comes from the golden altar, the altar of incense, indicates that the prayers of the saints are now to be answered. God is about to extract the price for martyring His believers from the human race of the tribulation (v.21).
· The agency which God will use for this judgment is four angels who are bound in the Euphrates region (v.14), modern day Iraq.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· The Euphrates river has always been a very strategic area both militarily and spiritually.  

· Along the "First" Euphrates river, was the Garden of Eden.  

· After the flood, man as one tribe settled near the river and began construction of the tower of Babel, only to be scattered throughout the earth. 

· On the Euphrates river was the greatest city of the ancient world, the city of Babylon. The capital city of the Neo-Babylonian kingdom of Nebuchadnezzer. 

The Pit and the Euphrates

· On the Euphrates, in the city of Baghdad, was the was where the Caliphates (Successors) of Islam located the center of their power.  

· And on the Euphrates, the city of Babylon will one day be rebuilt. (Revelation 18).

· It is interesting that the demonic army held in reserve for this day will come from under the river that runs next to Babylon.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· An interesting thing about angels is that they are made of light and are, for some reason, averse to both darkness and water.

· Luke 8:29-31 For He had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For it had often seized him, and he was kept under guard, bound with chains and shackles; and he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon into the wilderness.  30 Jesus asked him, saying, "What is your name?" And he said, "Legion," because many demons had entered him. 
The Pit and the Euphrates

· 31 And they begged Him that He would not command them to go out into the abyss  (Which is, as we learn here, is underwater.)

· Mt 12:43  But when the unclean spirit has gone out of a man, it roams through dry [arid] places in search of rest, but it does not find any. 

· Recall then these demons that possessed this Gadarene, whom, when they were sent into the pigs, by their own request, were then sent with the pigs into the water, much to their demonic chagrin.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Again, we need to determine what the word ‘angel’ means here, for it is used seventy-four times in Revelation, ranging in meaning from God’s angels to Satan’s angels (12:7 with 20:2). The uses in 7:1; 14:18; and 16:5 may well give us our best clue for understanding this particular use, for these passages depict angels as having power over the forces of nature. It seems, then, that these four angels control some forces which have military application (v.16), and are depicted by the fire, smoke, and brimstone of v.18.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· The four angels will release this power into the hands of armies who will total 200 million, armies of a size such as the world has not seen thus far in the course of history. However, the carnage will not be confined to the armies, for v.18 tells us a third of mankind will be destroyed by these three plagues. The word for ‘plague’ is not confined to a natural disaster or illness, but includes any misfortune or wound (indeed it is used for the Beast’s fatal wound in 13:2,12). 200 million demons with 4 General Demons (4 Countries)

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Now, based on the present day earth’s population of five billion, this would mean one and a quarter billion people will die in this holocaust (one and a quarter billion died in 6:8). Clearly, the impact of this war will be greater on the civilian population than on the military.

· The size of the armies is very specific—200 million men. The number, or arithmetic, of the armies is stressed twice in v.16; John knew he was recording an unbelievable number, so confirmed that he had definitely heard it.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· The fact that this is the number of cavalrymen indicates that this will be the size of the combatant army, and not support troops. The fact that no infantry is mentioned suggests that this will be a highly mechanized confrontation. Armies of this size and sophistication have only been a feasibility in recent times (indeed, the world’s population around 1600 ad is estimated to have been 500 million; so at the time Revelation was written the world population may well have only been 200 million41—surely, only God could envisage armies of 200 million men in that day and age!).

The Pit and the Euphrates

· We have a prophecy of human destruction which makes World War II look insignificant, for the death toll in the seven year tribulation (based on today’s population figures) will be twenty-five times greater. Furthermore, this is the death toll, not including the wounded or maimed. What terrible devices are under the control of these four angels? They seem to be incredibly effective.42 God will truly be punishing the world for murdering His saints, yet they will still not repent (v.21).
The Pit and the Euphrates

· One is tempted to interpret this as a nuclear confrontation because of the scale of destruction, but v.15 is very specific—this is a force that has not been deployed prior to this particular hour, so we must assume that its destructive impact will exceed even that of present nuclear technology. The perfect tenses used in v.14 and v.15 for ‘bound’ and ‘prepared’ indicate that it is impossible for these forces to be released ahead of time.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· The Greek text dramatically underscores the impact of their release by placing ‘released’ at the beginning of the sentence in v.15. Power like this released into the hands of some of the least responsible nations on earth (if present day international terrorism and the 1991 war with Iraq are any indication) is a fearsome thing indeed.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· This description of military might is baffling, for the colors of the men’s breastplates are related to the fire, smoke, and brimstone of v.18 (fiery hyacinth, a smoky blue; and the yellow of sulphur or brimstone). The three colors thus identify the cavalrymen with the destructive forces of their war machines; so these men will be specifically trained and adept in using these new weapons. 

The Pit and the Euphrates

· The colors may be their regimental, battalion, and army colors, but it is not so much the men as their mounts that will be feared, for these ferocious mounts (that is what the lions’ heads epitomize) expel fire, smoke, and brimstone, which are the death dealing weapons, in all directions (from their mouths and their tails v.19).

The Pit and the Euphrates

· John was writing to addressees with no knowledge of mechanized warfare; to them cavalry was the most formidable military force, so naturally he described his vision in terms to which his readers could relate. The mounts John saw may well be advanced military equipment (which even we may not know how to describe), but which he described using the vocabulary and references of his readers. 

The Pit and the Euphrates

· The description is plainly one of vast military might with tremendous, awesome, striking power, using forces not known to man before the tribulation, the raw material for which comes from Iraq.

· The extent of the devastation that will be inflicted boggles the human mind, for we cannot conceive of a holocaust that destroys one-third of the entire population of this planet. Yet, this is what God will unleash on the earth.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Joel gives us fascinating detail.

· A fire consumes before them
· And behind them a flame burns.

· The land is like the garden of Eden before them

· But a desolate wilderness behind them,

· And nothing at all escapes them

· Their appearance is like the appearance of horses;

· And like war horses, so they run. (Joel 2:3–4, NASB95)
The Pit and the Euphrates

· The means described in Revelation may be enigmatic; the results most certainly are not.

· The works of man’s hands (v.20), his technology (which is what the idols represent), will still intrigue him, even though it clearly will be heading humanity pell-mell for extinction. The crazed world will still be hell-bent on demon-worship, for they will worship the Antichrist, a demon-possessed man who will have had an image erected to honor him as a god (Rev 13:12–17). This man will have made sin into a system, and the sinful world will revel in it (v.21; Dan 8:12,25).

The Pit and the Euphrates

· I suppose many of us tend to regard this description as fanciful, as hyperbole, and to doubt that destruction on this unimaginable scale can come to pass. However, we should recognize that such a view uses our experience as its guide, and that Hiroshima’s population would doubtless have felt exactly the same if someone had prophesied the devastation one atomic bomb was about to wreak on them. But their opinion did not alter the fact one iota.

The Pit and the Euphrates

· THE ENTRANCE TO THE BOTTOMLESS PIT 

· Is the oil refinery island, Abadan Island in Iran, the opening to the abyss or the bottomless pit?

The Pit and the Euphrates

· The oil refinery island: Abadan - There is an island called Abadan Island located at the mouth of the Persian Gulf between Iran and Iraq, and there is a city on the island called Abadan. The island belongs to Iran currently, and it was a huge part of the Iran/Iraq wars of the 1970's and early 1980's. It was a major center of oil refining, and before the wars, it was the largest oil refining city on earth. The map below shows the general location of Abadan Island

The Abadan Map

The Pit and the Euphrates

· Notice the island sits right on the border of Iraq and Iran. The island sits at the opening of the Persian Gulf, near to where both the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers dump into the Gulf, and it is smack in the middle of the middle east.

Revelation 10

· Revelation 10:1–11:13 is an interlude, a parenthesis, separating the sixth and seventh trumpets; it is similar to 7:1–17, the parenthesis which separated the sixth and seventh seals. Like its predecessor, this parenthesis opens with a comment on the progress of the judgments. The first parenthesis gave notice that judgment would be delayed (7:1–3); this second parenthesis gives notice that there will be no more delays. With the sixth trumpet judgment over, the remaining judgments will speed to their conclusion (10:1–7)—the change of pace is ominous.
Revelation 10

· The seventh seal marks the beginning of the seven trumpet judgments and likewise the seventh trumpet marks the beginning of the seven bowl judgments. So these parentheses mark the end of each round of judgments proper. 

· Recognizing this second parenthesis provides a vital clue in understanding the flow of the book. 

Revelation 10

· Revelation 10:8–11 records another commission to John to prophesy and thus indicates that 12:1–14:20 interrupts the procession of prophecy (from the seven seals, through the seven trumpets, to the seven bowls, which will be a continuous, unbroken sequence of events). The record of the seven bowl judgments commences in 15:1 (see 15:7), so chapters 12–14 present prophecies of other events that will occur simultaneously with the three series of sevenfold signs and thus constitute yet another, a third, parenthesis.

Revelation 10

· This second parenthesis, after indicating this change in the flow of the record of the judgments, goes on to reveal how God’s grace will apply to the earth, as did the first parenthesis. Thus far, God’s judgments on a sinful world will have been mixed with opportunities for man to benefit from His grace, but God’s patience is not without end (Gen 6:3); a change must thus be expected.

Revelation 10

· The End Is Beginning (10:1–7)

· Purpose
· This section’s purpose is to notify the tribulation population that the progression of bowl judgments will be rapid, and that when the sixth trumpet judgment is over their eternal doom will be sealed, for God will then withdraw the offer of spiritual salvation.

Revelation 10

· THEN I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, robed in a cloud, with a [halo like a] rainbow over his head; his face was like the sun, and his feet (legs) were like columns of fire. 

· 2  He had a little book (scroll) open in his hand. He set his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, 

· 3  And he shouted with a loud voice like the roaring of a lion; and when he had shouted, the seven thunders gave voice and uttered their message in distinct words. 

Revelation 10

· 4  And when the seven thunders had spoken (sounded), I was going to write [it down], but I heard a voice from heaven saying, Seal up what the seven thunders have said! Do not write it down! 

· 5  Then the [mighty] angel whom I had seen stationed on sea and land raised his right hand to heaven (the lsky), [Deut. 32:40; Dan. 12:6, 7.]
· 6  And swore in the name of (by) Him Who lives forever and ever, Who created the heavens (msky) and all they contain, and the earth and all that it contains, and the sea and all that it contains. [He swore] that no more time should intervene and there should be no more waiting or delay, 
Revelation 10

· 7  But that when the days come when the trumpet call of the seventh angel is about to be sounded, then God’s mystery (His secret design, His hidden purpose), as He had announced the glad tidings to His servants the prophets, should be fulfilled (accomplished, completed). [Dan. 12:6, 7.]
Revelation 10

· Again we meet an angel described in this section as a ‘strong’ angel. The first strong angel John saw was the one who challenged the worthiness of any aspirants to open the book of God’s judgments (5:2); this second strong angel, too, controls a book, this time a book of prophecy (10:8–11). 

· The fact that God delegates strong angels to guard His mysteries indicates that the secrets of the future are well guarded and can only be known with God’s permission.

Revelation 10

· This book is a little book, thus indicating that it covers less than the first book, which covers the whole of God’s end-time judgments; it presents a fresh revelation, the parenthesis of 12:1–14:20.
· The description of this angel is almost deistic (v.1), thus indicating high rank in God’s spiritual order; the rainbow is an assurance that God will keep His word (Gen 9:12–17), which, in this context, is the particular word of prophecy represented by the angel with the seventh trumpet (v.7).

Revelation 10

· As the seventh trumpet embraces the seven bowls, this means that God assures the reader that the final flurry of divine judgments are certain and will bring the process of judgment to an end. The angel’s feet denote dominion and authority, and the fact that they are of fire signifies judgment. The angel has one foot on the sea and one on the earth, which, as the same two Greek words describe the respective origins of the Beast and the False Prophet, indicates God’s control over their destiny.

Revelation 10

· The use of a strong angel is significant, for Daniel refers to the Beast as a ‘prince,’ a title that prophecy uses for superior angels (Dan 9:26).

· So God re-emphasizes that He will judge air, land, and sea (i.e., the whole earth) in His full right to do so (v.2). The angel’s shout will draw seven peals of thunder which will emanate from God’s throne (4:5); so God will personally authenticate the angel’s activities and words.

Revelation 10

· The fact that the words of thunder are specifically unrecorded establishes that Revelation does not provide a full disclosure of all the events in the end times, but only a selective one. As God wants these words secret (v.4), it is futile to speculate on what they were.

· The first purpose of this angel’s role in Revelation is given in v.6: it is to announce that the end of man’s sinful history is right at the door. 

Revelation 10

· God will delay no further after the sixth trumpet, but will pour out the seven bowls of His wrath in rapid succession. These judgments will satisfy His wrath at this sinful world, and when these are completed He will establish His kingdom on earth (v.6). The mystery of God’s dealing with man will be over (v.7), for in the Millennial Kingdom He will deal directly with the human race—the mystery will then be gone and the human race will enjoy the same privileged position of direct, open communication with God that Adam and Eve knew in Eden.

Revelation 10

· The mystery of God’s dealings is complete (v.7); this indicates that God will have completed His mysterious work in areas which we cannot imagine. This is hinted at, too, in v.6, for three realms of His creation are designated; as we ponder this we realize that we do not even know all that He has done in the sea, much less in Heaven (because the inarticular, singular ‘heaven’ is used and because it is placed first in the proclamation, I think the sky, not spiritual Heaven, is indicated). This is to be the final fulfillment of all prophecy (v.7).

Revelation 10

· The Little Book:  John Is to Reveal More Prophecy (10:8–11)

· Purpose
· This section’s purpose is to authorize the prophecies of the Beast and the events which lead to his rise and demise as recorded in the third parenthesis of 12:1–14:20.

Revelation 10

· 8  Then the voice that I heard from heaven spoke again to me, saying, Go and take the little book (scroll) which is open on the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land. 

· 9  So I went up to the angel and asked him to give me the little book. And he said to me, Take it and eat it. It will embitter your stomach, though in your mouth it will be as sweet as honey. [Ezek. 2:8, 9; 3:1-3.]

Revelation 10

· 10  So I took the little book from the angel’s hand and ate and swallowed it; it was as sweet as honey in my mouth, but once I had swallowed it, my stomach was embittered. 

· 11  Then they said to me, You are to make a fresh prophecy concerning many peoples and races and nations and languages and kings. [Jer. 1:10.]

Revelation 10

· The subject of this special, additional commission to John is a prophecy concerning the people who will be on earth during the tribulation. Hitherto, John’s prophecies have essentially been about the outpouring of God’s wrath; here the perspective changes to that of the object of that wrath: humanity during the tribulation. The double imperative in v.8 indicates that God wants man to have this information, so we do well to ponder it and seek its application.
Revelation 10

· John’s first commission was to reveal God’s judgmental plan, which has the purpose of honoring Him by displaying His perfect holiness, a holiness that cannot tolerate sin.

· This is obviously more important than the activities of sinful man; so this latter revelation is relegated to an obviously secondary position. Sadly, though, we humans as a race seem more fascinated with the details of the Man of Sin who is discussed later in Revelation than with God’s glorification. Surely, this is another manifestation of our innate sin nature.

Revelation 10

· ‘Turn your stomach,’ or ‘be hard on your stomach’ is a better translation than ‘bitter’ in v.9, for we have no sense of taste in our stomachs. The mixture of bitterness and sweetness indicates that John’s prophecy (the scroll which is both bitter and sweet) will talk of very sorrowful things as well as very joyous things. The order of bitter/sweet in v.9 is not as one would expect, for it is contrary to the process of eating; however, it suits the order of the prophecy, for the events to be described first would turn a believer’s stomach and the sweet part comes later.

Revelation 10

· This, then, is what a true believer’s reaction should be to this repugnant man, the Beast: it should turn his stomach (see Dan 8:27). The sweetness represents the wonderful news that saints drawn from all the peoples of the world will glorify God by defying the Beast, even to death!

· We know from the prophecies which follow that the pleasant things are God’s triumph which will be demonstrated in the establishment of His kingdom on earth and the pleasure of seeing Israel return to Him.

Revelation 10

· The sorrow is found in the sinfulness of man, demonstrated in its ultimate degradation during the final days of the tribulation and the judgment which this will evoke, for God takes no pleasure in judging. Judging is the strange work of God; it is a work that is necessary to maintain His holiness, but a work in which He has no joy.

· Revelation has been concerned with God’s judgment thus far. Now it adds a new dimension: it turns to address the lot of the people on the earth.

Next Week:  Revelation 11

· The Ministry of the Two Witnesses (11:1–13)

· Purpose
· This section’s purpose is to reveal that during the last half of the tribulation God will raise up two witnesses as a sign for the people of the tribulation.
