Antichrist and the End Times

AET-051 and 052:  Revelation Chapters 6-9

AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· So far in our studies of the antichrist and the end times we have covered the various theories of the identity of the Antichrist and spent our last few weeks studying the three wars of the end times, the Psalm 83/Damascus war, the Gog/Magog war, and the battle of Armageddon.

· These are the most controversial of the subtopics of a most controversial subject, the study of the end times.

AET: Revelation Chapter 6

·  Next, we will take a rather quick look at the events of Daniel's 70th week as portrayed in the book of Revelation, with references to Daniel when appropriate.

· We will pause and spend more time on the antichrist when appropriate in the context.

· However, the delineation of the sequence of events of the book of Revelation will be covered with a minimum of the speculation we have invested in the other subjects.

AET: Revelation Chapter 6

·  In our study of the book of Revelation chapter 6 we have thoroughly explored the various theories regarding the identities of the White Horse and the Red Horse and their potential to be the Psalm 83 and Gog/Magog wars, respectively.

· Today, we will conclude our study of the sixth chapter and attempt to cover chapters 7 through nine.

Revelation Chapter 6

· Rev 6:1 And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures saying with a voice like thunder: "Come." 2 And I saw, and look, a white horse, and he that sat on it had a bow and a [Victors] crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer.

Revelation Chapter 6

· 3 And when he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say,"Come."

· 6 4 And another horse went out, a red one. And to him who sat on it authority was given to take peace from the earth, so that they might slay one another; and there was given to him a large sword.

Revelation Chapter 6

· 5 And when he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, "Come." And I saw, and look, a black horse, and he that sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 

· 6 And I heard as it were a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, "A quart of wheat for a denarius and three quarts of barley for a denarius, but do not damage the oil and the wine."
Revelation Chapter 6

· 7 And when he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, 'Come."

· 8 And I saw, and look, a pale horse, and he that sat on it had the name Death, and Hades followed after him. And there was given to them authority over the fourth part of the earth to kill with a sword, and famine, and disease, and by the wild beasts of the earth.

AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· The Black Horse

· Rev. 6:5b–6 I looked, and there before me was a black horse! Its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand. Then I heard what sounded like a voice among the four living creatures, saying, "A quart of wheat for a day’s wages, and three quarts of barley for a day’s wages, and do not damage the oil and the wine!"
AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· Famine (vv. 5–6). The color black is often connected with famine (Jer. 14:1–2; Lam. 5:10). Famine and war go together. A shortage of food will always drive up prices and force the government to ration what is available. "To eat bread by weight" is a Jewish phrase indicating that food is scarce (Lev. 26:26). A penny (denarius) a day was a standard wage for laborers (Matt. 20:2) but, of course, it had much greater buying power than the common penny does today. (Bible Exposition Commentary)

AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· A "Measure" of wheat was about two pints, sufficient for the daily needs of one person. Ordinarily, a person could buy eight to twelve measures for a penny, and much more of barley, which was the cheaper grain. 

· However, during the Tribulation, a man will have to work all day just to secure food for himself! There will be nothing for his family! (BEC)

AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· At the same time, the rich will be enjoying plenty of oil and wine. No wonder Antichrist will eventually be able to control the economy (Rev. 13:17) as he promises to feed the hungry masses. (BEC)

· Our current economic crisis in the world may be a foreshadowing, or even the precursor to such a scenario.

AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· 6:8 I looked, and there before me was a pale horse! Its rider was named Death, and Hades was following close behind him. They were given power over a fourth of the earth to kill by sword, famine and plague, and by the wild beasts of the earth.
AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· Death (vv. 7–8). 

· John saw two personages: Death riding a pale horse and hades (the realm of the dead) following him. Christ has the keys of death and hades (Rev. 1:18), and both will one day be cast into hell (Rev. 20:14). 

· Death claims the body while Hades claims the soul of the dead (Rev. 20:13). (BEC)

AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· John saw these enemies going forth to claim their prey, armed with weapons of the sword, hunger, pestilence (death), and wild beasts.

· [This is a reference to disease, wild packs of animals and crime that accompanies economic disaster.]

· In ancient times, hunger, pestilence, and the ravages of beasts would be expected to accompany war (note also Jer. 15:2; 24:10; Ezek. 14:21). (BEC)

· In more recent history we have found that economic crisis frequently leads to war.

AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· The Souls of the Martyrs (6:9–11)

· 9When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. 10They called out in a loud voice, "How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?"
AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· 11Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as they had been was completed.
AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· Response (Rev. 6:9–17)

· John recorded two responses to the opening of the seals, one in heaven and the other on earth. 

· The martyrs (vv. 9–11). When the Old Testament priest presented an animal sacrifice, the victim’s blood was poured out at the base of the brazen altar (Lev. 4:7, 18, 25, 30). In Old Testament imagery, blood represents life (Lev. 17:11). (BEC)

AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· So, here in Revelation, the souls of the martyrs "Under the altar" indicates that their lives were given sacrificially to the glory of God. The Apostle Paul had the same idea in mind when he wrote Philippians 2:17 and 2 Timothy 4:6. 

· The Greek word martus, which gives us our English word martyr, simply means "witness" (see Rev. 2:13; 17:6). (BEC)

AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· These saints were slain by the enemy because of their witness to the truth of God and the message of Jesus Christ. The forces of Antichrist do not accept the truth, because Satan wants them to be deceived and accept his lies (see Rev. 19:20; 20:10; also 2 Thes. 2:9–12). 

· Since their murderers are still alive on earth, these martyrs are apparently from the early part of the Tribulation. (BEC)

AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· But is it "Christian" for these martyred saints to pray for vengeance on their murderers? After all, both Jesus and Stephen prayed that God would forgive those who killed them. I have no doubt that, when they were slain on earth, these martyrs also prayed for their slayers; and this is the right thing to do (Matt. 5:10–12, 43–48). (BEC)

AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· The great question, however, was not whether their enemies would be judged, but when. "How long, O Lord?" has been the cry of God’s suffering people throughout the ages (see Pss. 74:9–10; 79:5; 94:3–4; also Hab. 1:2). The saints in heaven know that God will eventually judge sin and establish righteousness in the earth, but they do not know God’s exact schedule. It is not personal revenge that they seek, but vindication of God’s holiness and the establishment of God’s justice.

AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· God made clear to these martyrs that their sacrifice was an appointment, not an accident; and that others would join them. Even in the death of His people, God is in control (Ps. 116:15); so there is nothing to fear. 

· Many others would be slain for their faith before the Lord would return and establish His kingdom (see Rev. 11:7; 12:11; 14:13; and 20:4–5). Then as today, it appears that the enemy is winning; but God will have the last word. (BEC)

AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· 12I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red, 13and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as late figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind. 14The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place.

AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· 15Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and every slave and every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 16They called to the mountains and the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?"
AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· The earth-dwellers (vv. 12–17). The martyrs cried, "Avenge us!" but the unbelievers on earth will cry, "Hide us!" 

· The opening of the sixth seal will produce worldwide convulsions and catastrophes, including the first of three great earthquakes (Rev. 6:12; 11:13; 16:18–19). All of nature will be affected: the sun, moon, and stars, as well as the heavens, the mountains, and the islands. (BEC)

AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· Compare this scene with Joel 2:30–31 and 3:15 as well as with Isaiah 13:9–10 and 34:2–4. 

· Even though John wrote using symbolic language, these verses describe a scene that would frighten even the most courageous person. People will try to hide from the face of God and from the face of the Lamb! Imagine wanting to hide from a lamb! I once heard Dr. Vance Havner say that the day would come when the most expensive piece of real estate would be a hole in the ground, and he was right. (BEC)

AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· Rank and wealth will not deliver anyone in that terrible day. John’s list included kings, captains, and slaves, the rich and the poor. 'Who shall be able to stand?" 

· The phrase "Wrath of the Lamb" seems a paradox. "Wrath of the lion" would be more consistent. We are so accustomed to emphasizing the meekness and gentleness of Christ (Matt. 11:28–30) that we forget His holiness and justice. (BEC)

AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· The same Christ who welcomed the children also drove the merchants from the temple. God’s wrath is not like a child’s temper tantrum or punishment meted out by an impatient parent. God’s wrath is the evidence of His holy love for all that is right and His holy hatred for all that is evil. Only a soft and sentimental person would want to worship a God who did not deal justly with evil in the world. 

AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· Furthermore, the people mentioned here are impenitent. They refuse to submit to God’s will. They would rather hide from God in fear (remember Adam and Eve?) than run to Him in faith. They are proof that judgment by itself does not change the human heart. Not only will men seek to hide from God, but they will blaspheme Him as well! (Rev. 16:9, 11, 21) (BEC)

AET: Revelation Chapter 6

· But is there any hope for believers during this terrible time of judgment? And what about God’s special people, the Jews, who made a covenant with the Antichrist? Certainly people will trust the Lord even after the church is taken to heaven, but how will they manage? We turn to Revelation 7 for some of the answers. 

AET: Revelation Chapter 7

· Interlude: The 144,000 Sealed for Salvation (7:1–17)

· At one point or another within each vision, John includes a series of seven elements. There are seven seals in 6:1–8:1, seven trumpets in 8:2–11:19, and seven bowls of wrath in 15:1–16:21. Between the sixth and seventh elements in each series, John places an "Interlude" that interrupts the flow of events. The first interlude appears in 7:1–17(CPC)

AET: Revelation Chapter 7

· 1After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any tree. 2Then I saw another angel coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He called out in a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm the land and the sea: 3"Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God." 

AET: Revelation Chapter 7

· 4Then I heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel.

· 5From the tribe of Judah 12,000 were sealed, from the tribe of Reuben 12,000, from the tribe of Gad 12,000, 6from the tribe of Asher 12,000, from the tribe of Naphtali 12,000, from the tribe of Manasseh 12,000, 7from the tribe of Simeon 12,000,  from the tribe of Levi 12,000,from the tribe of Issachar 12,000, 8from the tribe of Zebulun 12,000, from the tribe of Joseph 12,000, from the tribe of Benjamin 12,000.

AET: Revelation Chapter 7

· Redemption (Rev. 7:1–17)

· Matthew 24:14 introduces the preaching of the Gospel of the kingdom throughout the whole world, and this may well be where Revelation 7 fits in. God may use the sealed 144,000 Jews to share His Word with the world, resulting in the salvation of multitudes.  

· It is important that we contrast the two groups of people described in this chapter.  

· Jews (144,000)

· Gentiles from all nations (Un-numbered)

AET: Revelation Chapter 7

· While we are not told explicitly in Scripture that the 144,000 Jews are God’s special witnesses, and that the Gentile host is saved through their ministry, this appears to be a logical deduction; otherwise, why are they associated in this chapter? The parallel with Matthew 24:14 also indicates that the 144,000 will witness for the Lord during the Tribulation.

AET: Revelation Chapter 7

· The sealed Jews (vv. 1–8). Angels are associated with the forces of nature: the wind (Rev. 7:1), fire (Rev. 14:18), and water (Rev. 16:5). Stopping the winds implies a 'Lull before the storm." God controls all of nature. During the day of His wrath, He will use the forces of nature to judge mankind. The phrase "Four corners of the earth" is no more "Unscientific" here than it is in Isaiah 11:12 or the daily newspaper.

AET: Revelation Chapter 7

· In Scripture, a seal indicates ownership and protection. Today, God’s people are sealed by the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1:13–14). This is God’s guarantee that we are saved and safe, and that He will one day take us to heaven. The 144,000 Jews will receive the Father’s name as their seal (Rev. 14:1), in contrast to the "Mark of the beast" that Antichrist will give those who follow him (Rev. 13:17; 14:11; 16:2; 19:20).

AET: Revelation Chapter 7

· This seal will protect these chosen Jews from the judgments that will "Hurt the earth and the sea" (Rev. 7:2), and occur when the first four angels blow their trumpets (Rev. 8). The judgments are intensified when the horrible locusts are released from the pit (Rev. 9:1–4). Protected from these awesome judgments, the 144,000 will be able to do their work and glorify the Lord.

AET: Revelation Chapter 7

· In every age, God has had His faithful remnant. Elijah thought he was alone, but God had 7,000 who were yet faithful to Him (1 Kings 19:18). The sealing described in Revelation 7 certainly has its background in Ezekiel 9:1–7, where the faithful were sealed before God’s judgment fell. So, while these 144,000 Jews are an elect people in the last days with a special task from God, they also symbolize God’s faithful elect in every age of history.

AET: Revelation Chapter 7

· The number 144,000 is significant because it signifies perfection and completeness (144=12 x 12). Some see here the completeness of all God’s people: the twelve tribes of Israel (Old Testament saints) and the twelve Apostles (New Testament saints). This may be a good application of this passage, but it is not the basic interpretation; for we are told that these 144,000 are all Jews, and even their tribes are named.

AET: Revelation Chapter 7

· 9After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb."
AET: Revelation Chapter 7

· 11All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying: "Amen!  Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!"  13Then one of the elders asked me, "These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come from?"  14I answered, "Sir, you know."  And he said, "These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

AET: Revelation Chapter 7

· 15Therefore, "They are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. 16Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat.

· 17For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."
AET: Revelation Chapter 7

· The saved Gentiles (vv. 9–17). You cannot read the Book of Revelation without developing a global outlook, for the emphasis is on what God does for people in the whole world. The Lamb died to redeem people "Out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation" (Rev. 5:9). The great multitudes pictured here came from "All nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues" (Rev. 7:9)."Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature" was our Lord’s mandate (Mark 16:15).

AET: Revelation Chapter 7

· There is no doubt as to who this multitude is, because one of the elders explained it to John (Rev. 7:14): they are Gentiles who have been saved through faith in Christ during the Tribulation. (We will meet this same group again in Rev. 14.) While today, in most parts of the world, it is relatively easy to confess Christ, this will not be the case during the Tribulation, at least during the last half of it. 

AET: Revelation Chapter 7

· Then, unless persons wear the "Mark of the beast," they will not be able to buy or sell; and this would leave them without even life’s bare necessities. Revelation 7:16 indicates that they suffered hunger (see Rev. 13:17), thirst (see Rev. 16:4), and lack of shelter. (On the heat of the sun, see Rev. 16:8–9.)

AET: Revelation Chapter 7

· The fact that they are standing before the throne and not seated around it indicates that these people are not identified with the twenty-four elders. In fact, John himself did not know who they were! If they had been Old Testament believers, or the church, John would have recognized them. That the elder had to tell John who they were suggests that they are a special people, which, indeed, they are.

AET: Revelation Chapter 7

· Of course, in the heavenly city (Rev. 21–22), all distinctions will cease and we shall all simply be the people of God in glory. But while God is working out His program in human history, distinctions still exist between the Jews, the Gentiles, the church, and the Tribulation saints. 

· John gave a beautiful description of these people. 

AET: Revelation Chapter 7

· First, they were accepted, for they stood before God’s throne and the Lamb. No doubt they had been rejected on earth for they stood for truth at a time when lies were popular and Satan was in charge. Their white robes and palms symbolize victory: they were true overcomers! The Jews used palm branches at their Feast of Tabernacles (Lev. 23:40–43), which was a special time of national rejoicing.

AET: Revelation Chapter 7

· Then, they were joyful. They sang praises to the Father and to the Lamb; and their worship was joined by all those who surrounded the throne. 

· Third, they were rewarded. They had the privilege of being before God’s throne and of serving Him. When God’s people get to heaven, there will be work to do! We shall be able to serve Him perfectly! The Lamb will shepherd us and satisfy us with every good thing (see Isa. 49:10; Rev. 21:4).

AET: Revelation Chapter 7

· The opening of the seventh seal will introduce the seven 'Trumpet judgments" (Rev. 8–11) and the wrath of God will increase both in intensity and scope. But before that occurs, we are assured that in His wrath, God will remember mercy (Hab. 3:2). Despite the wrath of God and the terror inspired by Satan and his helpers, multitudes will be saved through the blood of Jesus Christ. No matter what the age or dispensation, God’s way of salvation has always been the same: faith in Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· The Consummation of God’s Kingdom: Seal Seven (8:1)

· 1When he opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.

· 8:1 Jewish apocalyptists describe the period before God’s creation of the world as being absolutely silent. To illustrate, the "Second Baruch" asks: "Will the universe return to its nature and the world go back to its original silence?" (2 Baruch 3:7).

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· Likewise, the "Fourth Ezra" writes:
· O Lord, you spoke at the beginning of creation, and said on the first day, "Let heaven and earth be made," and your word accomplished the work. And then the Spirit was hovering, and darkness and silence embraced everything; the sound of man’s voice was not yet there (4 Ezra 6:38–39).

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· Trumpets One through Six (8:2–9:21)

· 2And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets.

· 3Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense to offer, with the prayers of all the saints, on the golden altar before the throne. 4The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of the saints, went up before God from the angel’s hand. 

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· 5Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it on the earth; and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake.

· 6Then the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to sound them.

· 7The first angel sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and fire mixed with blood, and it was hurled down upon the earth. A third of the earth was burned up, a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up.

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· 8The second angel sounded his trumpet, and something like a huge mountain, all ablaze, was thrown into the sea. A third of the sea turned into blood, 9a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.

· 10The third angel sounded his trumpet, and a great star, blazing like a torch, fell from the sky on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water— 11the name of the star is Wormwood.a A third of the waters turned bitter, and many people died from the waters that had become bitter.

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· 12The fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them turned dark. A third of the day was without light, and also a third of the night.

· 13As I watched, I heard an eagle that was flying in midair call out in a loud voice: "Woe! Woe! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the trumpet blasts about to be sounded by the other three angels!"
AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· BLOW THE TRUMPETS!

· Revelation 8–9

· The seal judgments now over, the trumpet judgments are about to begin. These will be followed by the bowl (vial) judgments, culminating in the destruction of Babylon and Christ’s return to earth. Note that from the seals to the trumpets to the bowls, the judgments increase in their intensity.

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· The trumpet judgments are released during the first half of the Tribulation, and the bowl judgments during the last half, which is also called 'The wrath of God" (Rev. 14:10; 15:7). The trumpet judgments parallel the plagues that God sent on the land of Egypt. And why not? After all, the whole world will be saying, as did Pharaoh, "Who is the Lord that we should serve Him?" 

· The opening of the seventh seal, and the blowing of the first six trumpets, brought about three dramatic results.

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· Preparation (Rev. 8:1–6)

· This preparation involves two factors: silence (Rev. 8:1) and supplication (Rev. 8:2–6). 

· The hosts in heaven had just worshiped the Father and the Lamb with a tremendous volume of praise (Rev. 7:10–12). But when the Lamb opened the seventh seal, heaven was silent for about thirty minutes. John does not tell us what caused the silence, but several possibilities exist. 

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· The scroll had now been opened completely, and perhaps even turned over; and all of heaven could see God’s glorious plan unfolding. Perhaps the heavenly hosts were simply awestruck at what they saw. 

· Certainly, this silence was "The lull before the storm," for God’s intensified judgments were about to be hurled to the earth. "Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord God: for the day of the Lord is at hand" (Zeph. 1:7)
AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· "Be silent, O all flesh, before the Lord: for He is raised up out of His holy habitation" (Zech. 2:13). 

· "The Lord is in His holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before Him" (Hab. 2:20).

· During this silence, the seven angels were given trumpets, significant to John, because he was a Jew and understood the place of trumpets in Israel’s national life. 

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· According to Numbers 10, trumpets had three important uses: they called the people together (Num. 10:1–8); they announced war (Num. 10:9); and they announced special times (Num. 10:10). The trumpet sounded at Mount Sinai when the Law was given (Ex. 19:16–19), and trumpets were blown when the king was anointed and enthroned (1 Kings 1:34, 39). Of course, everyone familiar with the Old Testament would remember the trumpets at the conquest of Jericho (Josh. 6:13–16). 

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· The voice of the Lord Jesus Christ sounded to John like a trumpet (Rev. 1:10). The voice of a trumpet summoned John to heaven (Rev. 4:1), and some relate this to the promise of the Rapture of the church given in 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18. Sounding seven trumpets certainly would announce a declaration of war, as well as the fact that God’s anointed King was enthroned in glory and about to judge His enemies (Ps. 2:1–5). As trumpets declared defeat to Jericho, they will ultimately bring defeat to Babylon.

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· The awesome silence was followed by the actions of a special angel at the golden altar in heaven (see Rev. 9:13; 14:18; 16:7). In the tabernacle and temple, the golden altar stood before the veil and was used for burning incense (Ex. 30:1–10). This was the ministry Zacharias was performing when the angel told him that he and Elizabeth would have a son (Luke 1:5ff). Burning incense on this altar was a picture of prayer ascending to God (Ps. 141:2).

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· The 'Prayers of the saints" (Rev. 8:4) are not the prayers of a special group of people in heaven who have arrived at "Sainthood."  To begin with, all God’s children are saints—set apart for God—through faith in Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 1:1; 9:1, 12; 13:13). And there is no definite teaching in the Scriptures that people in heaven pray for believers on earth, or that we can direct our prayers to God through them. We pray to the Father through the Son, for He alone is worthy (Rev. 5:3). 

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· For centuries, God’s people have been praying, "Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done!" and now those prayers are about to be answered.

· Likewise, the Tribulation martyrs prayed for God to vindicate them (Rev. 6:9–11), a common plea of David in the Psalms (see Pss. 7; 26; 35; 52; 55; and 58 for example).

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· These "Imprecatory psalms" are not expressions of selfish personal vengeance, but rather cries for God to uphold His holy Law and vindicate His people. 

· On the great Day of Atonement, the high priest would put incense on the coals in the censer and, with the blood of the sacrifice, enter the holy of holies (Lev. 16:11–14). But in this scene, the angel put the incense on the altar (presented the prayers before God) and then cast the coals from the altar to the earth!

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· The parallel in Ezekiel 10 indicates that this symbolized God’s judgment; and the effects described in Revelation 8:5 substantiate this view. A storm is about to begin! (see Rev. 4:5; 11:19; 16:18) 

· Like it or not, the prayers of God’s people are involved in the judgments that He sends. The throne and the altar are related. The purpose of prayer, it has often been said, is not to get man’s will done in heaven, but to get God’s will done on earth—even if that will involves judgment.

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· Desolation (Rev. 8:7–13)

· The first four trumpet judgments are "Natural" in that they affect the land, the saltwater, the fresh water, and the heavenly bodies. The fifth and sixth judgments involve the release of demonic forces that first torment, and then kill. The last of the trumpet judgments (Rev. 11:15–19) creates a crisis among all the nations of the world.

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· Desolation on earth (v. 7). "Hail and fire mingled with blood" reminds us of the seventh plague that God sent against Egypt (Ex. 9:18–26). The Prophet Joel also promised 'Blood and fire" in the last days (Joel 2:30). Since this is a supernatural judgment, it is not necessary to try to explain how hail, fire, and blood become mingled. "Fire"  could refer to the lightning of a severe electrical storm.

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· The target for this judgment is green vegetation, the trees and the grass, one third of which is burned up. One can well imagine how this would affect not only the balance of nature, but also the food supply. The Greek word for trees usually means "Fruit trees"; and the destruction of pasture lands would devastate the meat and milk industries.

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· Desolation in the seas (vv. 8–9). Turning water into blood reminds us of the first Egyptian plague (Ex. 7:19–21). Note that John did not say that an actual burning mountain was cast out of heaven, but that the fiery object was like a great mountain. A triple judgment resulted: a third part of the saltwater turned to blood, a third part of the marine life died, and a third of the ships were destroyed. This will be an ecological and an economic disaster of unprecedented proportions.

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· Considering that the oceans occupy about three fourths of the earth’s surface, you can imagine the extent of this judgment. The pollution of the water and the death of so many creatures would greatly affect the balance of life in the oceans, and this would undoubtedly lead to further insoluble problems. As of January 1, 1981 there were 24,867 ocean-going merchant ships registered. Imagine the shock waves that would hit the shipping industry if 8,289 valuable ships were suddenly destroyed! And what about their cargoes!

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· Some interpreters take "the sea" to mean the Mediterranean Sea. However, this would make a relatively small impact on the world, since the Mediterranean covers only 969,100 square miles and averages just 5,000 feet deep. It is likely that all the major bodies of saltwater are included in this judgment.

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· Desolation in the fresh water (vv. 10–11). God’s wrath next reaches inland and touches the rivers and fountains of water (wells and sources of the rivers), making the fresh water taste bitter like wormwood. The National Geographic Society lists about 100 principal rivers in the world, ranging in length from the Amazon (4,000 miles long) to the Rio de la Plata (150 miles long). The U.S. Geological Survey reports thirty large rivers in the United States, beginning with the mighty Mississippi (3,710 miles long).

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· One third of these rivers, and their sources, will become so bitterly polluted that drinking their water could produce death. 

· God has His stars numbered and named (Job 9:9–10). It is likely that this fallen star is molten and that, as it nears the earth, it begins to disintegrate and fall into the various bodies of water. If a star actually struck the earth, our globe would be destroyed; so this star must "come apart" as it enters the atmosphere. 

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· The word translated "Wormwood" gives us our English word absinthe, which is a popular liqueur in some countries of the world. The word means "Undrinkable," and in the Old Testament was synonymous with sorrow and great calamity. Jeremiah, "The Weeping Prophet," often used it (Jer. 9:15; 23:15; Lam. 3:15, 19), and so did Amos (Amos 5:7, "Those who turn justice into wormwood," nasb).

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· Moses warned that idolatry would bring sorrow to Israel, like a root producing wormwood (Deut. 29:18). Solomon warned that immorality might seem pleasant, but in the end, it produces bitterness like wormwood (Prov. 5:4). 

· If the people who drink from these waters are in danger of dying, what must happen to the fish and other creatures that live in these waters?

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· And what would happen to the vegetation near these rivers? If the ecologists are worried about the deadly consequences of water pollution today, what will they think when the third trumpet blows? 

· There is no direct parallel here to any of the plagues of Egypt. However, after the Exodus, Israel encountered bitter waters at Marah (which means "bitter") and Moses had to purify the water supply (Ex. 15:23–27). But no supernatural purification will be available during the Tribulation.

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· Desolation in the heavens (vv. 12–13). 

· The judgments from the first three trumpets affected only a third part of the land and waters, but this fourth judgment affects the entire world. Why? Because it gets to the very source of the earth’s life and energy, the sun. With one third less sunlight on the earth, there will be one third less energy available to support the life systems of man and nature. [The Global Warming Solution]

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· This judgment parallels the ninth plague in Egypt (Ex. 10:21–23), which lasted three days. "The Day of the Lord is darkness, and not light" (Amos 5:18). Think of the vast changes in temperatures that will occur and how these will affect human health and food growth. 

· It is possible that this particular judgment is temporary, for the fourth bowl judgment will reverse it, and the sun’s power will be intensified (Rev. 16:8–9).

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· Then, at the close of the Tribulation, the sun and moon will be darkened again to announce the Saviour’s return (Matt. 24:29–30; see also Luke 21:25–28). 

· "Blow ye the trumpet in Zion," said the Prophet Joel, 吐or the Day of the Lord cometh... a day of darkness and of gloominess" (Joel 2:1–2). Darkness, indeed! Not only will nature suffer loss, but human nature will take advantage of the long darkness and no doubt indulge in crime and wickedness. "Everyone that doeth evil hateth the light" (John 3:20).

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· At this point, a remarkable messenger will appear in the sky, proclaiming woe to the earth’s inhabitants. Most manuscripts have "Eagle" here instead of "Angel," but either one would certainly get people’s attention! Could this be the eagle-like living creature that John saw worshiping before the throne? (Rev. 4:7–8) Will God send it on this special mission? We cannot say for sure, but it is a possibility.

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· The three "Woes" in Revelation 8:13 refer to the judgments yet to come when the remaining three angels blow their trumpets. It is as though the messenger cried, "If you think this has been terrible, just wait! The worst is yet to come!" 

· The phrase "Inhabiters of the earth" (or 'Them that dwell on the earth") is found twelve times in Revelation (3:10; 6:10; 8:13; 11:10 [twice]; 12:12; 13:8, 12, 14; 14:6; 17:2, 8).

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· It means much more than 'People who live on the earth," for that is where all living people reside. Instead, it refers to a kind of people: those who live for the earth and the things of the earth. These are just the opposite of people who have their citizenship in heaven (Phil. 3:18–21). John described this worldly sort well in his first epistle (1 John 2:15–17), and later in this prophecy he again makes it clear that 'Earth-dwellers" are not born again (Rev. 13:8). 

AET: Revelation Chapter 8

· At the beginning of human history, heaven and earth were united because our first parents honored God and obeyed His will. Satan tempted them to focus on the earth; they disobeyed God; and ever since, a great gulf has been fixed between heaven and earth. This chasm was bridged when the Son of God came to earth and died for the sins of the world.

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· Liberation (Rev. 9:1–21)

· The late Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, who made the Book of Revelation his special study, once wrote: "It is probable that, apart from the exact identification of Babylon in Revelation 17 and 18, the meaning of the two judgments in this chapter represents the most difficult major problem in the Revelation" (Wycliffe Bible Commentary,p. 1509). Revelation 9 describes two frightening armies that are liberated at just the right time and permitted to judge mankind.

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· 1The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the earth. The star was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss. 2When he opened the Abyss, smoke rose from it like the smoke from a gigantic furnace. The sun and sky were darkened by the smoke from the Abyss. 3And out of the smoke locusts came down upon the earth and were given power like that of scorpions of the earth. 4They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any plant or tree, but only those people who did not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· 5They were not given power to kill them, but only to torture them for five months. And the agony they suffered was like that of the sting of a scorpion when it strikes a man. 6During those days men will seek death, but will not find it; they will long to die, but death will elude them.

· 7The locusts looked like horses prepared for battle. On their heads they wore something like crowns of gold, and their faces resembled human faces. 8Their hair was like women’s hair, and their teeth were like lions’ teeth. 

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· 9They had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the sound of their wings was like the thundering of many horses and chariots rushing into battle. 10They had tails and stings like scorpions, and in their tails they had power to torment people for five months. 11They had as king over them the angel of the Abyss, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek, Apollyon.b
· 12The first woe is past; two other woes are yet to come.

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· 13The sixth angel sounded his trumpet, and I heard a voice coming from the hornsc of the golden altar that is before God. 14It said to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, "Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates." 15And the four angels who had been kept ready for this very hour and day and month and year were released to kill a third of mankind. 16The number of the mounted troops was two hundred million. I heard their number.

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· 17The horses and riders I saw in my vision looked like this: Their breastplates were fiery red, dark blue, and yellow as sulfur. The heads of the horses resembled the heads of lions, and out of their mouths came fire, smoke and sulfur. 18A third of mankind was killed by the three plagues of fire, smoke and sulfur that came out of their mouths. 19The power of the horses was in their mouths and in their tails; for their tails were like snakes, having heads with which they inflict injury.

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· 20The rest of mankind that were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of the work of their hands; they did not stop worshiping demons, and idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone and wood—idols that cannot see or hear or walk. 21Nor did they repent of their murders, their magic arts, their sexual immorality or their thefts.

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· The army from the pit (vv. 1–12). The "Bottomless pit"  is literally "The pit of the abyss." Luke  makes it clear that this "Pit" is the abode of the demons (Luke 8:31), and John states that Satan will be temporarily "Jailed"  there during our Lord’s reign on the earth (Rev. 20:1–3). The Antichrist (i.e., "The beast") will ascend out of this pit (Rev. 11:7; 17:8). It is not the lake of fire, for that is the final "Prison" for Satan and all who follow him (Rev. 20:10), but part of that hidden underworld under the Lord’s authority. 

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· Today, the fearsome army described here is already incarcerated, waiting for the hour of liberation.

· This fallen star is a person, the king over the beings in the pit (Rev. 9:11). He does not have complete authority, for the key to the pit had to be given to him before he could loose his army. This "Star" is probably Satan and the army, his demons (Eph. 6:10ff). 

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· One of the names for Satan is Lucifer, which means "Brightness"; he also is compared to the 杜orning star" (Isa. 14:12–14).

· Jesus said to His disciples, "I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven" (Luke 10:18). 

· When the pit was opened, smoke emerged as though the door of a furnace had been loosened. Jesus compared hell to a furnace of fire (Matt. 13:42, 50), an image that ought to make people stop and think before they jest about it.

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· The smoke polluted the air and darkened the sun, which had already been darkened when the fourth trumpet sounded. 

· But it is what came out of the smoke that truly terrorized mankind: an army of demons, compared to locusts. The eighth plague in Egypt was a devastating swarm of locusts (Ex. 10:1–20). People who have never encountered these insects have little idea of the damage they can do. When God wanted to judge His people, He would sometimes send locusts to devour the harvests (Deut. 28:38, 42; Joel 2).

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· These are not literal locusts, because locusts do not have scorpionlike stings in their tails. These creatures do not devour the green vegetation; in fact, they are prohibited from doing so. This demonic army is given the assignment of tormenting all who have not been protected by the seal of God. The 144,000 men from the tribes of Israel would therefore escape this painful judgment (Rev. 7:1–8). In fact, it is likely that all who have trusted the Lord will be sealed in some special way and protected from torment.

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· The normal lifespan of the locust is about five months (May to September), and this is the length of time that the judgment will last. These demons will sting people and thus create such pain that their victims will actually want to die, but death will flee from them (Jer. 8:3). 

· Reading the detailed description of these creatures, we realize that John is not writing about ordinary locusts. Yet, despite its obvious symbolism, it aptly portrays a powerful enemy armed for battle. 

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· With bodies like horses but faces like men, the demons’ heads are crowned and covered with long hair. They have teeth like those of lions, and their skin is like a coat of mail. When they fly, the noise is like an army of chariots rushing by. It is unnecessary to try to "Spiritualize" these symbols, or to interpret them in light of modern means of warfare. John is heaping image upon image to force us to feel the horror of this judgment.

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· Real locusts do not have a king (Prov. 30:27), but this army follows the rule of Satan, the angel of the bottomless pit. His name is "Destroyer." "The thief [Satan] cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy" (John 10:10). Real locusts are pervasive destroyers, but this army only tortures those who do not belong to the Lord.

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· The army from the east (vv. 13–21). It was at the golden altar of incense that the angel offered the prayers of the saints (Rev. 8:3–5); now from this same altar  a voice speaks, commanding that four angels be loosed. These angels are apparently wicked, because no holy angel would be bound. Each angel is in charge of part of the vast army that follows them at their liberation, an army of 200 million beings! The army is released at a precise time, for a special purpose: to kill (not just torment) a third of the world’s population.

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· Since a fourth of mankind has already been killed (Rev. 6:8), this means that half of the world’s population will be dead by the time the sixth trumpet judgment is completed. 

· Are we to identify this as a literal army of men, moving in conquest across the globe? Probably not. For one thing, the emphasis in this paragraph is not on the riders, but on the horses. The description cannot fit war-horses as we know them or, for that matter, modern warfare equipment, such as tanks. 

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· To assert that this is a literal army, and to point to some nation (such as China) that claims to have 200 million soldiers, is to miss the message John is seeking to convey.

· The deadly power of these horses is in their mouths and tails, not in their legs. Fire, smoke, and brimstone issue from their mouths, and their tails are like biting serpents. They can attack men from the front as well as from the rear.

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· I take it that this is another demonic army, headed by four fallen angels; and that all of them are today bound by the Lord, unable to act until God gives them permission. Why they are bound at the Euphrates River is not explained, though that area is the cradle of civilization (Gen. 2:14), not to mention one of the boundaries for Israel (Gen. 15:18).

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· One would think that the combination of five months of torment and then death (from fire, smoke, and brimstone) would bring men and women to their knees in repentance; but such is not the case. These judgments are not remedial but retributive: God is upholding His holy Law and vindicating His suffering people (see Rev. 6:9–11). Even a casual reading of Revelation 9:20–21 reveals the awful wickedness of mankind, even in the midst of God’s judgments. 
AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· The most frightening thing about Revelation 9 is not the judgments that God sends but the sins that men persist in committing even while God is judging them.

· Consider the sins that men and women will be committing: 

· Demon worship, which goes hand-in-hand with idolatry (see 1 Cor. 10:19–21), will be the leading sin. Satan will be at work (always under the permissive will of God), and Satan has always wanted to be worshiped (Isa. 14:12–15; Matt. 4:8–10).

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· A great deal of "Religion" will be practiced at this time, but it will be false religion. People will worship the works of their own hands, which could well include the buildings they construct, the machines they make, and the cities they build, as well as their idols. 

· Here are dead sinners worshiping dead gods! (see Ps. 115) Their gods will not be able to protect or deliver them, yet these people will continue to reject the true God and worship Satan and idols! 

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· Murder and theft will also be rife in those days. So will various kinds of sexual immorality. The word translated "Sorcery" is the Greek word pharmakia, which means "The use of drugs." Drugs are often used in pagan religious rites and demon worship. As we see the expansion of today’s "Drug culture," we have no problem envisioning a whole society given over to these demonic practices.

·  Remember, when under stress, mankind will always resort to their Happiness Attainment Motivators in a futile attempt for relief.

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· Mankind will be breaking the first two Mosaic commandments by making and worshiping idols. In their murders, they will violate the sixth commandment, and in their thefts, the eighth. By their fornication, they will break the seventh commandment. It will be an age of lawlessness with "Every man doing that which is right (HAM's) in his own eyes" (see Jud. 21:25).

· But God is working out His plan; and neither the sins of mankind nor the schemes of Satan will hinder Him from accomplishing His will.

AET: Revelation Chapter 9

· We have come now to the midpoint of the Tribulation (Rev. 10–14), a time during which some important events must take place. Thus far, we have covered about three-and-a-half years of this seven-year period (Dan. 9:27). During this time, Antichrist began his career as a peacemaker and a special friend to Israel; but now, his true character will be revealed. He will become a peace-breaker and a persecutor of the people of God.

Next Week

· Chapter 10 is a chapter that gives us some information about what is going on in the heavenly realms and earth during some of the judgments.

· THEN I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, robed in a cloud, with a [halo like a] rainbow over his head; his face was like the sun, and his feet (legs) were like columns of fire. 

Next Week

· 2  He had a little book (scroll) open in his hand. He set his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, 

· 3  And he shouted with a loud voice like the roaring of a lion; and when he had shouted, the seven thunders gave voice and uttered their message in distinct words. 

· 4  And when the seven thunders had spoken (sounded), I was going to write [it down], but I heard a voice from heaven saying, Seal up what the seven thunders have said! Do not write it down! 

Next Week

· 5  Then the [mighty] angel whom I had seen stationed on sea and land raised his right hand to heaven (the sky), [Deut. 32:40; Dan. 12:6, 7.]

· 6  And swore in the name of (by) Him Who lives forever and ever, Who created the heavens (sky) and all they contain, and the earth and all that it contains, and the sea and all that it contains. [He swore] that no more time should intervene and there should be no more waiting or delay, 

Next Week

· 7  But that when the days come when the trumpet call of the seventh angel is about to be sounded, then God’s mystery (His secret design, His hidden purpose), as He had announced the glad tidings to His servants the prophets, should be fulfilled (accomplished, completed).

· The amplified Bible, containing the amplified Old Testament and the amplified New Testament. 1987 (Re 10:1). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

