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The Participants in the 3 Tribulation Wars: Armageddon and the Summary

Armageddon Participants

· Revelation 16:12 And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.

· 16:13  And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.

Armageddon Participants

· 16:14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.

· 16:15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.

· 16:16 And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.

Armageddon Participants

· 19:17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God;

· 19:18 That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great.

Armageddon Participants

· 19:19  And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army.

· 19:20  And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.

Armageddon Participants

· 19:21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh. 

· Despite the history of carnage wrought by war, and the prophecies of 2 other horrendous End Time conflicts, the worst war of all still lies in the future; a titanic struggle between the demonically marshaled armies of man and the forces of the Son of God. 

· The battle of Armageddon will be the "war to end war."
Armageddon

· Only once does the word "Armageddon" occur in the Bible. 

· The armies will be gathered together "into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon" (Revelation 16:16). 

· The derivation of the term is highly descriptive and appropriate. 

· "Har" signifies "mountain." "Gadad" means "cut off," in the sense of "slaughter". 

· Armageddon, "mount of slaughter," will indeed be the scene of mass destruction and death.

Armageddon Participants

· Megiddo, the crucial site of "the battle of that great day of God Almighty" (Revelation 16:14), is in north central Israel, on the edge of the plain of Esdraelon, about ten miles north of Nazareth and fifteen miles inland from the Mediterranean Sea. 

· Historically the plain of Esdraelon has been the crossroad of commerce, culture and conquest. 

· Caravan routes of ancient days passed nearby.

Armageddon Participants

· Dake has this to say about the location where the battle will be fought:

· "Gr. harmagedon, mount of Megiddo on the south-side of the valley of Megiddo or Esdraelon southwest of Mount Carmel (2 Chr. 35:22; Zech. 12:11). Megiddo was the capital of a portion of Canaan that was given to Joshua (Josh. 12:21; 17:11; Judg 1:27). It is at the entrance to a pass across the Carmel mountain range, on the main highway between Asia and Africa, and is the key position between Euphrates and the Nile."

Armageddon Participants

· Through the years armies have clashed here. 

· There seems to be ample room for the deployment of troops. 

· King Thutmose III of Egypt triumphed nearby over an Asiatic federation in 1479 BC and said, "Megiddo is worth a thousand cities".

· Barak was victor over Sisera (Judges 4:15, 16), Gideon over the Midianites (Judges 6:33; 7:22-24) and the Philistines over Israel (1 Samuel 31:1-10) near the spot where Armageddon will be fought. 

Armageddon Participants

· Both Ahaziah and Josiah, kings of Judah, perished at Megiddo (2 Kings 9:27; 23:29, 30). 

· The crusaders struggled here with the Saracens, and Napoleon's armies with their foes. 

· And in AD 1917 General Allenby here turned the Turkish army north.

· The battle of Armageddon is invariably associated in Scripture with the advent of Christ in glory to this earth. Christ is the smiting Stone of Daniel 2:34, 44, 45 (see Matthew 21:44), who will strike and overthrow the federated nations. This will take place in "the latter days" (Daniel 2:28). 

Armageddon Participants

· It is here that Antichrist, one of the leaders at Armageddon, will be destroyed "with the brightness of his (Jesus') coming" (2 Thessalonians 2:8). 

· Revelation 19:11-16 is equally explicit. 

· While Antichrist is still strutting in triumph across the lands, and the great tribulation is running its lethal course - suddenly, like a bolt of lightning that rends the vault of heaven, Jesus will return to "judge and make war" (Revelation 19:11), that is, to judge the nations (Matthew 25:31-46) and to fight the battle of Armageddon.

Armageddon Participants

· This is the last conflict between Satan and Christ until after the Millennium will find Satan making one more effort to destroy the promised seed. 

· Satan will order his armies to destroy the entire city of Jerusalem, but Christ will come to deliver her at the last moment, as is clearly seen in Zech. 12, v.1-9.

· This is the word of the Lord concerning Israel. The Lord, who stretches out the heaven, who lays the foundation of the earth, and who forms the spirit of man within him, declares: 

Armageddon Participants

· "I am going to make Jerusalem a cup that sends all the surrounding peoples reeling. Judah will be besieged as well as Jerusalem. On that day, when all the nations of the earth are gathered against her, I will make Jerusalem an immovable rock for all the nations.

Armageddon Participants

· All who try to move it will injure themselves. On that day I will strike every horse with panic and its rider with madness," declares the Lord. "I will keep a watchful eye over the house of Judah, but I will blind all the horses of the nations.

· Then the leaders of Judah will say in their hearts, "the people of Jerusalem are strong, because the Lord Almighty is their God." "On that day I will make the leaders of Judah like a firepot in a woodpile, like a flaming torch among sheaves. 

Armageddon Participants

· They will consume right and left all the surrounding peoples, but Jerusalem will remain intact in her place.

· "The Lord will save the dwelling of Judah first, so that the honor of the house of David and of Jerusalem's inhabitants may not be greater than that of Judah. On that day the Lord will shield those who live in Jerusalem, so that the feeblest among them will be like David, and the house of David will be like God, like the Angel of the Lord going before them. On that day I will set out to destroy all the nations that attach Jerusalem." (ZECH. 12 v.1-9)

Armageddon Participants

· The battles grows so fierce, so destructive, and so wanton is the carnage that God sends Michael the archangel in on Israel's side. 

· Remember, here we are in the midst of the greatest war in history, and Israel is right in the middle. 

· Nuclear weapons, uncounted millions of invaders, the full force of the wrath of Satan is directed against the Jewish people. 

Armageddon Participants

· "Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued." (Dan. 12 v.1)

Armageddon Participants

· Not every Jew will survive the war. God says that two thirds of the Jews will perish. 

· "And it will come about in all the land," declares the Lord, "that two parts in it will be cut off and perish; but the third will be left in it. And I will bring the third part through the fire, refine them as silver is refined, and test them as gold is tested. They will call on My name, and I will answer them; I will say, "They are My people, and they will say, "The Lord is my God."" (Zech. 13 v.8-9)

Armageddon Participants

· According to the ancient prophets, the battle for the city of Jerusalem will involve forces from every nation on the face of the earth. 

· "And it will come about in that day that I will make Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the peoples.. And all the nations of the earth will be gathered against it." (Zech. 12 v.3)

· It is during the battle for Jerusalem that the national redemption of Israel is accomplished. Every promise of God is true, and the covenant God made with Abraham is fulfilled.

Armageddon Participants

· "And I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him, like the bitter weeping over a first born." (Zech. 12 v.10)

Armageddon Participants

· The scene is devastating, nuclear and neutron weapons have done serious damage to command and control, supply lines, lines of communication, and entire divisions no longer exist anywhere but on maps. 

· In the confusion, the Bible seems to indicate Jerusalem is captured, recaptured, and captured again, but no one unit is able to hold it.

· God's providential protection of the Believing Israelis who fled to the caves at Petra, (Mat. 24 v.16) Edom, Moab and the sons of Ammon (modern Jordan) are spared. 

Armageddon Participants

· While the earlier wars - Psalm 83 (to wipe Israel out of existence) and Gog-Magog (to take spoil), the Antichrist ("Beast") and the "Kings along with the beast," once they have have gathered at Armageddon (Revelation 16:16), will be planning to make war specifically against the Lamb (Jesus); however, the Lamb will overcome them because He is Lord of lords and King of kings (17:12-14, 19:19-21).

Psalm 83 Participants

· Before we look at Armageddon any furhter, let us review the two prior wars:

· From "Israel destroys Damascus, then Russia invades" By Bill Salus (2009)

· "These days it doesn't require much dusting to see Russia is conspicuously etching its indelible fingerprints upon the Middle East. 

· In a bid to regain superpower status, the ancient Muscovites are forming unprecedented alliances with Iran and Syria, the two primary enemies of modern day Israel."
Psalm 83 Participants

· "These strengthening ties, coupled with a 2,600-year-old Ezekiel prophecy, has end time eschatologists racing against the clock to publish their next cutting edge books.

· For those unfamiliar with the Old Testament prophet, he foretells in Chapters 38 and 39 the coming of a Russian–Iranian-led, nuclear-equipped coalition [The Gog-Magog Russian Theory] that invades Israel in the last days."

Psalm 83 Participants

· "Indeed Russia and Iran are ready to make their moves, but what about Syria? 

· Oddly Syria, who today panders alongside Iran for Russian affections, is not included among the elite nine members of the Ezekiel 38 and 39 consortium of attacking nations. 

· Why not? 

· What knocks their quiver of missiles out of the Ezekiel military equation?"

Psalm 83 Participants

· "As I have documented in my recently released book, "Isralestine, The Ancient Blueprints of the Future Middle East," the Bible makes quite clear that in a distinctly separate Psalm 83 episode Damascus, the capital of Syria, soon ceases to be a city, and subsequently shortly thereafter Russia [Magog] and Iran advance against Israel."

Psalm 83 Participants

· "Furthermore "Isralestine" explains how the destruction of Damascus followed by the Ezekiel invasion sets the stage for the final tribulation period, whereby the Antichrist rallies his Armageddonites together in one last days ditch effort to destroy the Jewish race."

· [Remember Antichrist's Target is The Lord Jesus Christ, not Israel].

Psalm 83 Participants

· Therefore, there are three scheduled end time advances against Israel. 

· 1. Psalm 83, the Arab-Israeli war, 

· 2. Ezekiel 38 and 39 Russian [Magog] – Iranian invasion, 

· 3. and lastly the campaign of Armageddon by the Antichrist.

Psalm 83 Participants

· "The destruction of Damascus will be such a powerful world event that Isaiah was instructed to boldly and succinctly state, the burden against Damascus. "Behold, Damascus will cease from being a city, And it will be a ruinous heap." (Isaiah 17:1, NKJV) 

· Isaiah further announces that the fortified cities of Syria will be forfeited into Israeli sovereignty."

Psalm 83 Participants

· The key point that reveals the difference between the Psalm 83 and the Gog-Magog Wars:

· Ezekiel 38 and 39 doesn't mention any of the Arab nations that have a common border as being part of the invasion. 

· Why aren't they there? 

· How how does Psalm 83 answer this question?

Psalm 83 Participants

· It is intriguing that Israel's most observable opponents over the last 60 years since the restoration of the nation are not listed in the Ezekiel 38 nine member consortia of nations. 

· This has puzzled the scholars a lot recently. 

· These are the very nations that border Israel through which the Russian [Magog] invasion would be trespassing into to get into Israel to invade. 

· So, why are they not listed?

Psalm 83 Participants

· And, of course, who we are referring to are Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and who has evolved out of those entities are Hezbollah, Hamas, the Palestinians, and other "non-nation" terrorist entities included in that list.

Psalm 83 Participants

· Three-thousand years ago, oddly enough, a prophecy that has not found its final fulfillment — Psalm 83 — issued by Asaph the Seer, enlist all of these specific populations that we are talking about. 

· There are ten of them in total. 

· He was talking about the Edomites and Philistians and Tyrians.

· The Palestinian refugees — Hamas and Hezbollah.

Psalm 83 Participants

· Assyria which would encompass Syria and Northern Iraq. 

· The Hagarines --  Hagar the matriarch of Egypt, mother of Ishmael by Abraham.

· And, the Ishmaelites, likely the Saudi Arabians.

Psalm 83 Participants

· Traditionally, Bible prophecy teachers have said that peace would come to Israel only when the Antichrist made a covenant with them that would guarantee their security. 

· Now you are saying the Israelis are going to defeat all of their Arab neighbors around them, occupy their territory, have peace and become a world superpower. 

· And, they don't need an Antichrist to guarantee their peace. 

· So what is the Antichrist's coming all about?

Psalm 83 Participants

· Israel is going to expand. 

· They are going to come out of this little 9,000 square mile box that they were allotted with UN resolution of 1947 — the Partition Plan. 

· As a result of the Psalm 83 war, they are going to become an exceedingly great army. 

· They are going to posses not only their arsenal, but they will have the opportunity to posses some Arab arsenal as well. 

Psalm 83 Participants

· They will be very powerful.

· I then see a Goliath shadow coming in Ezekiel 38 and 39. 

· When Russia comes, following Psalm 83, God exhibits His power and He defeats that invasion. 

· The purpose of the Israeli Defense Forces is only to deal with Psalm 83. 

· They are not even necessary in Ezekiel 38 and 39 apart from perhaps burying the dead and burning some weapons and things like that in the aftermath.

Psalm 83 Participants

· God destroys them, so I put the Antichrist coming into the scene in the aftermath of both of these powerful genocidal attempts against the Jewish people. 

· So we have to keep this in mind as a possible scenario in the Antichrist pact with Israel.

Psalm 83 Participants

· Isaiah 28 says that this Daniel 9:27 covenant becomes a covenant with death — an agreement with Sheol — and Isaiah 28 shows the Jewish people in a very empowered condition. 

· They are intoxicated with their empowerment all the way from Ephraim on through to the priests, prophets, even the people that fight back at the gate. 

Psalm 83 Participants

· Isaiah 28:6  And a spirit of justice to him who sits in judgment and administers the law, and strength to those who turn back the battle at the gate. 

· 7  But even these reel from wine and stagger from strong drink: the priest and the prophet reel from strong drink; they are confused from wine, they stagger and are gone astray through strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble when pronouncing judgment.

· 8  For all the tables are full of filthy vomit, so that there is no place that is clean. 

Psalm 83 Participants

· 9  To whom will He teach knowledge? [Ask the drunkards.] And whom will He make to understand the message? Those who are babies, just weaned from the milk and taken from the breasts? [Is that what He thinks we are?] 

· 10  For it is [His prophets repeating over and over]: precept upon precept, precept upon precept, rule upon rule, rule upon rule; here a little, there a little.

Psalm 83 Participants

· 11  No, but [the Lord will teach the rebels in a more humiliating way] by men with stammering lips and another tongue will He speak to this people [says Isaiah, and teach them His lessons]. 

· 12  To these [complaining Jews the Lord] had said, This is the true rest [the way to true comfort and happiness] that you shall give to the weary, and, This is the [true] refreshing—yet they would not listen [to His teaching].
Psalm 83 Participants

· 13  Therefore the word of the Lord will be to them [merely monotonous repeatings of]: precept upon precept, precept upon precept, rule upon rule, rule upon rule; here a little, there a little—that they may go and fall backward, and be broken and snared and taken. 

· 14  Therefore hear the word of the Lord, you scoffers who rule this people in Jerusalem! 

Psalm 83 Participants

· 15  Because you have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with Sheol (the place of the dead) we have an agreement—when the overflowing scourge passes through, it will not come to us, for we have made lies our refuge, and in falsehood we have taken shelter.

Psalm 83 Participants

· What they are all intoxicated with is power.

· So it says that when they sign this covenant in Isaiah 28:15 and 18, they are expecting an overflowing scourge that will be coming and that they will escape that scourge.

· [IOW, they have defeated the Psalm 83 terrorists, but now fear the wider Islamic attack, setting the stage for the Antichrist's Pact.] 

Psalm 83 Participants

· Or, perhaps it is a protection [of] the world [from] an empowered Israel. 

· It goes on to say in Isaiah 28:18 that this covenant will be annulled and that this scourge will pass through.

· [My scenario is that they have defeated both the Psalm 83 and Gog-Magog invaders and it is the Antichrist's Alliance they fear will attack as the "scourge"]

Psalm 83 Participants

· Now we do also know that in the Armageddon campaign the Antichrist is going to come forward and he is going to try to destroy the Jews. 

· In Zechariah 13:8 it talks about two-thirds of them being cut off and being destroyed. 

· So this could be the scourge as well. 

· [They're] thinking by signing some covenant with this individual that some overflowing scourge is not going to come their way.

Psalm 83 Participants

· And, of course, God says that is going to annulled, and it does say in Isaiah 28 verse 22 a little further down that God is determined an end for the whole world.

· So it could very well be the Day of the Lord — the Day of Jacob's trouble — things along those lines. 

· I don't know if they feel they can escape that, and again I am conjecturing. 

· I think that it is a milestone to consider the possibility that it is not a peace pact between the Palestinians and the Israelis, but it is something much bigger and much broader." [End]

Psalm 83 Participants

· The populations referenced primarily would be modern day Jordan, with a slight possibility of Syria having been involved. Moab is today Central Jordan, Edom is Southern Jordan, and Ammon is Northern Jordan. 

· Petra, Mt. Seir, and the Meunites, would also be clustered in and around Southern Jordan today.

Psalm 83 Participants

· Isralestine devotes an entire chapter to this topic called; "Whodomites" - Who are the Edomites Today. 

· Inside the "Whodomite" chapter the Edomite - Palestinian Refugee connection is clearly made. 

· The chapter traces several historical waves of Edomite migration out from their original homeland into Israel. 

· They generally settled in and around Hebron, which today exists in the modern day West Bank. 

· Ultimately they became known as the Idumeans, which is the Greek word for Edomites. 

Psalm 83 Participants

· The territory they developed inside of Israel assumed the name Idumea.

· It appears that since 1949 up until the present day the Palestinian Refugees, the apparent antagonistic star of the Psalm 83 show, have a descendant Edomite contingency residing within their ranks.
Psalm 83 Participants

· Here is the last of the Psalms of Asaph, Psalm 83.  1. A song; a psalm of Asaph. 2. God, do not be silent; God, be not still and unmoved! 3. See how your enemies rage; your foes proudly raise their heads. 4. They conspire against your people, plot against those you protect.. 5. They say, "Come, let us wipe out their nation; let Israel's name be mentioned no more!" 

Psalm 83 Participants

· 6. They scheme with one mind, in league against you: 7. The tents of Ishmael(tents of Edom, not Ishmael)and Edom, the people of Moab and Hagar, 8. Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek, Philistia and the inhabitants of Tyre. 9. Assyria, too, in league with them gives aid to the descendants of Lot. Selah 10. Deal with them as with Midian; as with Sisera and Jabin at the torrent Kishon, 

Psalm 83 Participants

· 11. Those destroyed at Endor, who became dung for the ground. 12. Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb, all their princes like Zebah and Zalmunna, 13. Who made a plan together, "Let us seize the pastures of God." 14. My God, turn them into withered grass, into chaff flying before the wind. 15. As a fire raging through a forest, a flame setting mountains ablaze, 

Psalm 83 Participants

· 16. Pursue them with your tempest; terrify them with your storm. 17. Cover their faces with shame, till they pay you homage, LORD. 18. Let them be dismayed and shamed forever; let them perish in disgrace. 19. Show them you alone are the LORD, the Most High over all the earth.

Psalm 83 Participants

· Verses 3 through 6... In the text of the psalm, specifically verses 3 through 6, the speaker makes the assumption that individuals who plot against the nation of Israel must inherently be enemies of God. (This is a weak explanation in my estimation, and does not identify the specific confederacy within the two groups. The two groups likely consist of those who hate God, Edom, Ishmael, Hagarenes, Moab, and Ammon, and the enemies of God, all the other 5 populations.
Psalm 83 Participants

· This interpretation seems to generalize a disposition of Gentile enmity toward God, rather that a blatant disdain from a specific group of populations.) 

· He also ascribes to them the intention of the complete extinction of the people of Israel, as that is the meaning of verse 5, which indicates that the name of Israel will be obliterated or remembered no more.

Psalm 83 Participants

· Verses 7 through 9... These verses provide the names of the ten nations which have evidently formed a coalition against Israel, the Edomites, the Ishmaelites, Moab, the Hagrites, Gebal, Ammon, Amalek, the Philistines, Tyre, and Assyria.

Psalm 83 Participants

· Verses 10 through 13... The narrator goes on to assume that God himself will fight on Israel's side in the upcoming battle, based on the stories contained in the 4th through 8th chapters of the Book of Judges, citing individual actions attributed to God in that book.

Psalm 83 Participants

· Verses 14 through 19... In these verses, the narrator specifically requests that God make the opponents of Israel suffer and experience shame and die in disgrace for opposing Israel, and, by extension, God himself. 

Psalm 83 Participants

· Verse 19... In this verse, the narrator states that he wishes God perform these various acts so that all might know that God is the most powerful entity and has sway over all the Earth. This verse, with verse 17, indicates that, although the bulk of the psalm is a prayer for the destruction of the enemies of Israel, there is some positive hope that the enemies of Israel might come to acknowledge the God of Israel. 

Psalm 83 Participants

· The Edomites...Edom is a name given to Esau in the Old Testament, as well as to the nation descending from him. 

· The Edomite people were a Semitic-speaking tribal group inhabiting the Negev Desert and the Arabah valley of what is now around the southern part of the Dead sea and adjacent Jordan. 

· The region has much reddish sandstone, which may have given rise to the name "Edom".

Psalm 83 Participants

· The nation of Edom is known to have existed back to the 8th or 9th century BC, and the Bible dates it back several centuries further. 

· So the term Edomites is a ancient name for the Jordanians.  (I trace carefully the immigration of many Edomites in several waves into Israel, the became known as the Idumeans and settled in Idumea.

Psalm 83 Participants

· Hebron was their central city and exists in the West Bank today. 

· Thus the Palestinians of today have some Edomite/ Idumean (Greek word for Edomites) ethnical representation within them). 

· (Additionally the "tents of Edom" may refer to a Palestinian population residing in either a refugee or military encampment condition. It is possible Asaph identifies the Palestinian refugees generally by his usage of the "tents".)
Psalm 83 Participants

· The Ishmaelites...(father of the Arabs primarily settled in Arabia/ Saudi Arabia) 

· These are the peoples descended from Ishmael. 

· Many people associate the Ishamelites with the Arabs. 

· This is an over-simplification. 

· The Ishmaelites married with the ancient Arab peoples who lived east on Babylon. 

· So the Arab peoples are the only remaining peoples with Ismaelite blood in them.

Psalm 83 Participants

· Book of Jubilees 20:13 And Ishmael and his sons, and the sons of Keturah and their sons, went together and dwelt from Paran to the entering in of Babylon in all the land which is towards the East facing the desert. And these married with each other, and their name was called Arabs, and Ishmaelites. 

· So the term Ishmaelites refers to the Arab people of today.

Psalm 83 Participants

· Moab...is the historical name for a mountainous strip of land in modern-day Jordan running along the eastern shore of the Dead Sea. 

· In ancient times, it was home to the kingdom of the Moabites, a people often in conflict with their Israelite neighbors to the west. 

· So here Jordan is mentioned again.

Psalm 83 Participants

· The Hagrites...(Hagarenes is a better translation and she represents Egypt as their Matriarch) the Hagrite tribe (also spelled Hagarite) were a nomadic Arabian tribe descended from Hagar. 

· So here again the Arabs are mentioned.

Psalm 83 Participants

· Gebal... It is a Mediterranean city in the Mount Lebanon Governorate of present-day Lebanon under the current Arabic name of Jbeil and was also referred to as Gibelet during the Crusades. 

· So this would be Lebanon.

Psalm 83 Participants

· Ammon... were a people living east of the Jordan river in ancient times. 

· So this refers to Jordan and Syrian peoples since the Jordan river stretches from Syria to Jordan.

· Amalek...The Amalek or Amalekites were an ancient nomadic people who originated from the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt but also spread through southern Syria and northwestern Saudi Arabia. 

· So Amalek refers to Egypt, Syria, and Saudi Arabia.
Psalm 83 Participants

· The Philistines 

· The Philistines occupied the five cities of Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Ekron, and Gath, along the coastal strip of southwestern Canaan, that belonged to Egypt up to the closing days of the Nineteenth Dynasty (ended 1185 BC). 

· So this means the Egyptians and the Palestinians.

Psalm 83 Participants

· Tyre...a city in southern Lebanon. So obviosly this is another reference to the Lebanese.  

· Assyria...Assyria was originally a region on the Upper Tigris river, named for its original capital, the ancient city of Assur. 

· This is a reference to Northern Iraq. 

· Assur (Assyria) vs Aram (Syria) Syria became a province of Assyria in several stages, at the time of Asaphs life Northern Syria was taken over by the Assyrians as they conquered the reign of the Hittites. 

· Southern Syria fell later (Damascus)

Psalm 83 Participants

· PSALM 83 V. EZEKIEL 38-39:

· The basic prophetic differences between Psalm 83 and Ezekiel 38/39 are enough to clearly exegete them as two completely different military engagements to occur in the future.  

· In Psalm 83 the military objective of the conspiring aggressors is nothing less that the destruction of Israel and the annihilation of its very name from history.

Psalm 83 Participants

· Israel is the name which God Himself bestowed upon His people. 

· Thus the another objective of this group of enemies is to directly oppose the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob(Israel). 

· This group of nations directly border Israel. 

· They are an "inner ring" of enemy nations and non-state ethnic groups.

Conclusion

· Psalm 83/Damascus Participants:

· "those who hate you":

· 1. Hagrites (Egypt)

· 2. Ishmaelites (Saudi Arabia)

· 3. Esau/Edom (Northern Jordan)

· 4. Moab (Central Jordan)

· 5. Ammon (North Jordan)

· (These are the "chosen people" adversaries)

Conclusion

· Psalm 83/Damascus Participants:

· "Your enemies":

· 1. Gebal (N. Lebanon)

· 2. Amalek (Sinai)

· 3. Philistia (Gaza)

· 4. Tyre (S. Lebanon)

· 5. Assyria (Syria)

· (These are the territorial based enemies)

Psalm 83 Participants

· The utter defeat of the enemy nations in Psalm 83 is graphically illustrated in verses 10 through 19. 

· The military forces, command structures and combatant commanders of these enemies will be so thoroughly and completely destroyed that they will either perish into eternal oblivion or end up acknowledging and fully submitting to the God of Israel.

Gog and Magog Participants

· None of the above is true with regard to the enemy nations identified and described by Ezekiel. 

· With the exception of Libya (to the west of Israel) and Sudan (to the south of Israel), all other enemy nations come from the north. 

· These nations are drawn in, hooks in the jaw, they come to take spoil. 

· There also is not a single mention of any nation directly bordering upon Israel. 

· These nations comprise an "outer ring" of enemy states.
Gog and Magog Participants

· "The Word of Ha Shem came to me, saying:

· ‘Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of Magog, the head prince of Meshekh and Tuval, and prophesy against him.’

· Persia, Kush and Put are with them,

· All of them with shield and helmet,

· Gomer and all his bands, the house of Togarmah from the far north

· And all his bands, many peoples with you.’"
· Ezekiel 38:1-2, 5-6

Gog and Magog Identity

· There can be no doubt that at their earliest stages, tribes of Magogians and Scythians assimilated into one people.  Together they made up a part of the early Scythian hordes.  In fact, wherever or whenever we find references to Gog and Magog in name or place, we usually find the Scythians.  A commonality with the descendants of both Magog and Ashkenaz was their domestication and widespread use of horses, and their reputation as master archers.

Gog and Magog Identity

· There are numerous examples from geography, archeology and historical records.  Scythian culture extended more than 2,000 miles east from the Ukraine to Mongolia.  This was demonstrated by the discovery of tombs in the Chilikta Valley of East Kazakhstan, evidence that Scythian culture had spread to the Mongolian border as early as the 6th century BC.  Historians suggest the Great Wall of China began construction around the 5th century BC to keep out hordes of invading Magog-Skythian warriors.

Gog and Magog Identity

· There are scholars who suggest that Gog and Magog, as a region, is where the name "Caucasus" originated.   

· Scholars speculate the name "Caucasus" was derived from "Gog-chasan" which the Greeks translated as Gogasus or Caucasus.  

· The Caucasus is generally considered the mountainous land between the Black and Caspian seas.

Gog and Magog Identity

· Herodotus wrote that "the wandering Scythians once dwelt in Asia, and there warred with the Massagetae (Magogites), but with ill success; they therefore quitted their homes, crossed the Araxes (Volga) river, and entered the land of Cimmeria."  

· Historical records indicate that in the 7th century BC tribes of Scythians swept across the Caucasus mountains displacing the Cimmerians (Gomerites).

Gog and Magog Identity

· "Gog is known to be an Anatolian name (Asia Minor).  

· It is reasonable to identify him with Gogis (seventh century b.c.e.), king of Lydia, who is called Gugu in the chronicles of Ashurbanipal.  

· Such personage was known to the Prophet (Ezekiel), who took him as reference in order to point out a determined geographic area:  Asia Minor.  

Gog and Magog Identity

· Precisely such is the area (Anatolia, Asia Minor) that Yehezqel’s prophecy under five names (Magog, Meshekh, Tuval, Gomer and Togarmah) intends to make clear.  

· These people were well known to the Prophet, and this seems clearly to be the exact interpretation." (Imninalu.net)

Gog and Magog Identity

· "The last member of this coalition is Togarmah, whose identification is also widely acknowledged as well as the geographical location, that in Yehezqel’s times was in the Eastern Anatolia, around Mount Ararat, the historic Armenia.  

· There is a remarkable detail regarding this land:  the Prophet states clearly that Togarmah is coincident with ‘the far north,’ and this excludes any land beyond Armenia towards north.  

· Scriptural terminology must not be forced into a present-day map, and expressions must not be taken isolate out of the context.  

Gog and Magog Identity

· To Yehezqel the ‘farthest north’ was Asia Minor, and to extend the Prophet’s frame of reference any further, without exegetical warrant, is not correct.  

· Togarmah is exactly the southernmost boundary of Russia, not the northern part.  

· It is once more demonstrated that, if there is a nation that has not anything to share with Gog’s coalition, that is Russia . . . it is clear (then) that the Prophet is referring to Japhetic peoples settled in the area of Anatolia (Magog, Meshekh, Tuval, Gomer and Togarmah).

Conclusion - Gog-Magog

· Magog = Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan (and possibly Afghanistan)

· Rosh = Southern Russia 

· Meshech + Tubal + Gomer + Beth-togarmah = Turkey (and possibly Azerbaijan, Armenia)

· Persia = Iran

· Ethiopia = Sudan

· Put = Libya (and possibly Algeria, Tunisia)

Armageddon Participants

· Back to Armageddon…

· The "King" (Antichrist) who exalts and magnifies himself (Daniel 11:36) ultimately will pitch his tents between the (Mediterranean) sea and the "Holy mountain"  Two other translations read as follows:

· And he shall plant the tents of his palace between the sea and the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him (Daniel 11:45—American Standard Version).
Armageddon Participants

· Antichrist has kept the world in peace following his arrival after the two prior wars at the beginning of the Tribulation, but after Jesus returns to His millennial Temple and Holy Mountain, the Antichrist and his forces will gather in the plains of Megiddo (between the Mediterranean Sea and Jerusalem), to make a final attack against Jesus. 

· But Jesus will come out and destroy them all.

· "Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations, as he fights in the day of battle" (Zechariah 14:3).  

Armageddon Participants

· During the 30 days following Jesus’ return to earth, He will be in Jerusalem, and the Bowl Judgments will be poured out upon the kingdom of the Antichrist.  

· As a result, those being afflicted by the plagues will suffer greatly and will curse God (Revelation 16:8-11,21).  

· The enraged kings and rulers, with their armies (all who follow the Antichrist), will gather together against God’s Anointed One—that is, the Messiah, Jesus.

Armageddon Participants

· He is the King that will be installed on the holy hill in "Zion"—that is, in Jerusalem (Psalm 2:1-6):

· Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain?  The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed One.  "Let us break their chains," they say, "And throw off their fetters."  The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.  Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, "I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill".
Armageddon Participants

· While the Antichrist "Beast," the False Prophet "Beast" (Revelation 13:11-17), the kings, and all their armies are gathered at Armageddon to make war against the Lord Jesus, He suddenly will "Come like a thief" (16:15a), and destroy the bulk of them (19:20,21) at the Battle of Armageddon.  

· In reality, this battle will be completely one-sided.  

· Then Jesus the Christ (Messiah) will rule and reign in righteousness on the earth for 1,000 years (20:1-6).

Armageddon

· But first, Antichrist must deal with the The King's of the North (Gog-Magog) who will once again launch their attack on Israel and will capture key ports, like the one at Haifa that will lead directly into the valley of decision, arriving from the west. 

· Meanwhile the Kings of the East (the red Chinese alliance) are arriving from the east into this same valley. 

· The Kings of the South are already there. 

· And the Antichrist and his forces, including the whole of the Western world will be on the march to repel the invaders.

Armageddon

· The Antichrist's forces are simply repelling an Arab invasion and retaliating against a nuclear attack. 

· The Kings of the East are planning to take the Middle East and its oil for themselves. With 200 million men, they certainly believe they have the advantage. 

· Magog thinks it has the advantage of surprise.

Armageddon

· And suddenly, there they are! The whole world in a single, massive confrontation. 

· Picture the scene as prophet Joel saw it. "A day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness. As the dawn is spread over the mountains, so there is a great and mighty people; there has never been anything like it, nor will there be again after it to the years of many generations." (Joel 2 v.2)

Armageddon

· Joel captures, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the madness, the hopelessness, and the insanity of the moment. 

· Ordinary fighters - replacements for those destroyed 7 years earlier - led by demoniacs who have assured them of victory, looking back toward their home country, previously devastated in prior wars and in front, more war, more devastation. "A fire consumes before them, and behind them a flame burns." (Joel 2 v.3a)

Armageddon

· The common perception of the soldiers of the armies assembled at Armageddon is "desperation". 

· Prior wars and the horrors of the Tribulation Judgments has robbed them of everything. 

· Their only hope for a continued existence is to find someplace untouched by the devastation. 

· Like Israel. "The land is like the Garden of Eden before them, but a desolate wilderness behind them, and nothing at all escapes them." (Joel 2 v.3b)

Conclusion - Armageddon

· The remnants and newly conscripted forces from the previously defeated armies of Islam from 3 directions head for Jerusalem one last time.

· Four groups will converge from different directions upon Israel, the Muslims from the North, South and East (possibly with the Far East contingent), will meet the Western Powers of the Antichrist 10 Nation Coalition:

· The indignation of the Lord will be "upon all nations, and his fury upon all their armies" (Isaiah 34:2).

Conclusion - Armageddon

· Jerusalem was first besieged by an onslaught of the Magog led Muslim alliance, which included units from North and Black Africa. 

· The first Gog-Magog attack brought the Antichrist to power, and 7 years later, they will be coming at him in the Plains of Megiddo. 

· "And at the end time the King of the south will collide with him, and the King of the North will storm against him with chariots, with horsemen, and its many ships; and he will enter countries, overflow them, and pass through." (Dan. 11 v.40)

Conclusion - Armageddon

· The ultimate end of the Gog-Magog alliance is annihilation, but yet they can be found in each scenario.

· The Gog-Magog Alliance will launch their final attack on Israel at the same time as the Kings of the South (the pan-Arab confederation) make their push. 

· Gog-Magog will capture key ports, like the one at Haifa that will lead directly into the valley of decision, arriving from the west. 

Conclusion - Armageddon

· Meanwhile the Kings of the East (the red Chinese alliance?) are arriving from the east into this same valley. 

· The Kings of the South are already there. 

· And the Antichrist and his forces, including the whole of the Western world (sadly, that will likely include America) will be on the march to repel the invaders.

Conclusion - Armageddon

· 16:14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.

· 16:15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.

· 16:16 And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.

Conclusion - Armageddon

· 19:17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God;

· 19:18 That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great.

Conclusion - Armageddon

· 19:19  And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army.

· 19:20  And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.

Conclusion - Armageddon

· 19:21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh. 

· As they all prepare to meet in the Plain of Meggido to carry out their human warfare, God Himself, The Lord Jesus Christ, will destroy them all.

· The battle of Armageddon will be the "war to end war."
Conclusion - Armageddon

· 10 ways Antichrist's armies destroyed (Dake):
· By brightness of Christ's coming (2 Th. 2:8-9) 2:8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 2:9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,
Conclusion - Armageddon

· By angels (2 Th. 1:7-10) 1:7 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 1:9 Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; 1:10 When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day.
Conclusion - Armageddon

· Saints (Rev. 19:14; Jude 14; Zech. 14:5) 1:14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, 14:5 And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee.
Conclusion - Armageddon

· Great hailstones (Rev. 16:21)

· Jewish army (Zech. 14:14) 14:14 And Judah also shall fight at Jerusalem; and the wealth of all the heathen round about shall be gathered together, gold, and silver, and apparel, in great abundance.
· Self-destruction (Zech. 14:13) 14:13 And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great tumult from the LORD shall be among them; and they shall lay hold every one on the hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall rise up against the hand of his neighbour.

Conclusion - Armageddon

· Christ's sword (Rev. 19:15, 21; Isa. 11:4) 11:4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.
Conclusion - Armageddon

· "The Lord will save the dwelling of Judah first, so that the honor of the house of David and of Jerusalem's inhabitants may not be greater than that of Judah. On that day the Lord will shield those who live in Jerusalem, so that the feeblest among them will be like David, and the house of David will be like God, like the Angel of the Lord going before them. On that day I will set out to destroy all the nations that attack Jerusalem." (ZECH. 12 v.1-9)

Conclusion of Conclusions

· Every enemy of God will be there from every religious identity, led by the demonic Prince's who have been sent to gather them for this last Satanic and Human attack against The King of Kings and the Lord of Lords.

· The Lord will be awesome to them, for He will reduce to nothing all the Gods of the Earth, People shall worship Him, Each from his place, Indeed all the shores of the nations. (Zeph 3:11 NKJV)


