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The Participants in the 3 Wars - The Psalm 83/Damascus War 

Psalm 83/Damascus War

· Israel destroys Damascus, then Russia [Magog] invades

· By Bill Salus  2009 

· These days it doesn't require much dusting to see Russia [Magog] is conspicuously etching its indelible fingerprints upon the Middle East. 

· In a bid to regain superpower status, the ancient Muscovites are forming unprecedented alliances with Iran and Syria, the two primary enemies of modern day Israel.
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· These strengthening ties, coupled with a 2,600-year-old Ezekiel prophecy, has end time eschatologists racing against the clock to publish their next cutting edge books.

· For those unfamiliar with the Old Testament prophet, he foretells in Chapters 38 and 39 the coming of a Russia [Magog]n – Iranian-led, nuclear-equipped coalition [The Gog-Magog Russia [Magog]n Theory] that invades Israel in the last days.
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· For a litany of recent newsworthy reasons, all indicators point to this enormous episode occurring in the very near future.

· Although volumes of Ezekiel invasion best-sellers should soon justifiably line world bookshelves, these authors must be cautious not to put the colloquial cart before the proverbial horse.
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· Indeed Russia [Magog] and Iran are ready to make their moves, but what about Syria? 

· Oddly Syria, who today panders alongside Iran for Russia [Magog]n affections, is not included among the elite nine members of the Ezekiel 38 and 39 consortium of attacking nations. 

· Why not? 

· What knocks their quiver of missiles out of the Ezekiel military equation?
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· As I have documented in my recently released book, "Isralestine, The Ancient Blueprints of the Future Middle East," the Bible makes quite clear that in a distinctly separate Psalm 83 episode Damascus, the capital of Syria, soon ceases to be a city, and subsequently shortly thereafter Russia [Magog] and Iran advance against Israel.
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· Furthermore "Isralestine" explains how the destruction of Damascus followed by the Ezekiel invasion sets the stage for the final tribulation period, whereby the Antichrist rallies his Armageddonites together in one last days ditch effort to destroy the Jewish race [Remember Antichrist's Target is The Lord Jesus Christ, not Israel].
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· Thus there are three scheduled end time advances against Israel, not just Ezekiel's. 

· First comes Psalm 83, the Arab-Israeli war, followed promptly by the Ezekiel 38 and 39 Russia [Magog]n – Iranian invasion, and lastly the campaign of Armageddon by the Antichrist.
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· The damnation of Damascus sets all the above events into accelerated motion! 

· This ancient city that presently allows every known terrorist agency inside its city limits, and holds the world record for being continuously inhabited, will one day soon bite the divine dust, according to the prophets Amos, Isaiah and Jeremiah.
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· The destruction of Damascus will be such a powerful world event that Isaiah was instructed to boldly and succinctly state, the burden against Damascus. "Behold, Damascus will cease from being a city, And it will be a ruinous heap." (Isaiah 17:1, NKJV) 

· Isaiah further announces that the fortified cities of Syria will be forfeited into Israeli sovereignty.
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· This suggests that the dooming of Damascus and conquest of Syria results from of an Israeli Defense Forces campaign.

· Amos and Jeremiah echo this 2,800-year-old Isaiah prophecy by prophetically uttering some additional details they were given. 

· Amos declares that the capitol building of Syria will go up in smoke, and that the nation as a whole, will go into captivity. (Amos 1:3-5) 
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· Jeremiah concurs and furthermore declares the Syrian military will be decisively defeated, and in addition many young men will die in the blood-stained streets of Damascus. (Jeremiah 49:23-27)

· …Israel is about to blast Damascus to smithereens! 

· This is what inevitably prevents Syria's arrows from making their way into Russia [Magog]'s arsenal.
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· What is the next prophetic event that will happen in the Middle East? By Dr. David R. Reagan

· Many prophecies concerning that area of the world have recently been fulfilled. 

· For example, the Bible prophesized that in the end times the Jews will be re-gathered from the four corners of the world — an amazing development that occurred in the 20th century and which continues today. [DOES IT, OR IS IT YET FUTURE?]

Psalm 83/Damascus War

· The Bible also prophesized that as the results of that regathering, the state of Israel would be reestablished — a momentous event that occurred on May 14, 1948. 

· Jesus himself prophesized that one day the city of Jerusalem would be reoccupied by the Jews, and that event took place on June 7, 1967. 

· Finally, the biblical prophets stated that once the nation of Israel was reestablished all the world would come together against it over the issue of who would control Jerusalem. 

· And that is exactly what is happening today.
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· So, what's next? 

· Most believe that it will be an invasion of Israel lead by Russia [Magog] accompanied by a number of Muslim nations. 

· But, Bill Salus, the author of Isralestine, believes otherwise. 

· He thinks the next great prophetic event in the Middle East will be a war between Israel and all the Arab nations that share a common border with it.
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· Where does he get that idea? 

· Who is going to win that war? 

· And what will be the consequences? 

· Bill has been kind enough to be interviewed and answer these questions:
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· Q) Ezekiel 38 and 39 speaks of a great invasion of Israel in the end times. Most people believe this is going to be lead by Russia [Magog] together with a lot of Muslim nations. And there are some problems with this, because most Bible prophecy scholars until you came on the scene believed that this would be the next major prophetic event. 
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· But, the problem is that in Ezekiel 38 and 39 it says over and over that Israel would be living securely. For example, in chapter 38 and in verse 11, "they will be living without walls," and in verse 14, "they will be living securely." And that is not the situation in Israel today. And yet people have said, well it is just a relative thing and they are relatively living securely, but they are not. So how could this be the next event when that condition has not been met?
Psalm 83/Damascus War

· A) With all the elbow rubbing and muscle flexing that Russia [Magog] is doing these days, it does appear as though this would be the next prophecy that would be fulfilled. 

· I did an article called: "Psalm 83 Verses Ezekiel 38: Which is the Next Middle East News Headline." 

· In that article I discussed six to seven reasons as to why Israel is not in that condition yet for Russia [Magog] to invade. 
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· They are not dwelling securely. 

· I have a chapter in the book called "Israel Dwelling Securely," and the "Yisreal Yasbab Betach." 

· They are not dwelling securely. 

· They had 4,000 rockets logged at them from Hezbollah and so forth in the summer of 2000.
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· And, they are not dwelling without walls, which is another condition they have to be in. 

· They have a 403 mile wall that at some point they have almost finished completing. 

· At some points it is 20 feet high, all to keep the Palestinian terrorist element out of Israel proper.
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· They are not dwelling in the center of the land. 

· This is the new one I discovered. 

· It says in Ezekiel 38 that Israel is "in the midst of the land" when Russia [Magog] comes against them. 

· And the Hebrew word is tabbuwr. 

· And we have to wonder what (and that means "center" in the language) portion of land was he really talking about. 
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· Was he talking about that portion of land allotted to the Jewish State in 1947 with UN Resolution 181 of the Partition Plan, or was he perhaps talking about the land allotted to the Jewish people in Genesis 15:18 when God promised Abraham that he would give Him land from the river of Egypt to the Euphrates River, which is of course through Syria and Iraq, which would put the center of that land in Jordan. 
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· And, as I get into the book and hopefully discuss some of this stuff, I talk about how Israel will annex land and will find themselves in possession of Jordan.

· They are not dwelling securely. 

· They are not one of the wealthiest nations in the world, nor acquired exceedingly great plunder that Russia [Magog] also comes after. 

· We are given a hint as to the motive of Russia [Magog] and the consortia of Russia [Magog]n alliance that comes against Israel.
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· They are coming for exceedingly great plunder. 

· Some suspect that since Israel is drilling for oils these days with Zion Oil that they will come into a new found wealth of oil under their own soil. 

· And they might. 

· And there a lot of Zion Oil, prophetic oils out there. 

· They tie in connecting passages of the Old Testament where they believe that it is foretold that Israel will find oil. 

· However, I don't think it will be limited to that. 
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· I believe that it will be the exploitation of their resources, as Israel expands and conquers over Psalm 83 Arab nations.

· [ISRAEL RECENTLY DISCOVERED A HUGE NATURAL GAS SOURCE, ALSO.]
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·  Q) Ezekiel 38 and 39 doesn't mention any of the Arab nations that have a common border as being part of the invasion. Why aren't they there? How how does Psalm 83 answer this question?
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· A) It is intriguing that Israel's most observable opponents over the last 60 years since the restoration of the nation are not enlisted in the Ezekiel 38 nine member consortia of nations. 

· This has puzzled the scholars a lot recently. 

· These are the very nations that border Israel through which the Russia [Magog]n invasion would be trespassing into to get into Israel to invade. 

· So, why are they not listed?

Psalm 83/Damascus War

· And, of course, what we are referring to are Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and what has evolved out of those entities are Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestinians, and other terrorist entities could be included in that list.
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· Three-thousand years ago, oddly enough, a prophecy that has not found its final fulfillment — Psalm 83 — issued by Asaph the Seer, enlist all of these specific populations that we are talking about. 

· There are ten of them in total. In my book I have gone through and traced who they are because when Asaph wrote this prophecy he was speaking in vernacular of his time. 

· He was talking about the Edomites and Philistians and Tyrians from Tyre.
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· Who could he have been talking about? It turns out he appears to have been talking about the Palestinian refugees — the Hamas, the Hezbollah. 

· He talks about Assyria which would encompass Syria and part of Northern Iraq. 

· He talks about the Hagarines which Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum and myself subscribe to being Hagar the matriarch of Egypt. 

· She mothered Ishmael for Abraham, so we look at them as the Egyptians.
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· Ismaelites, we look at them as the Saudi Arabians. 

· Throughout the book I weave in these connections of who these people are through the research I have done. 

· And they are absent from the Ezekiel 38 invasion.
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· So, I was intrigued by Psalm 83 and, of course, the theme of the book is Psalm 83, and I talk about how the Psalm talks about these ten populations coming together with one consent in an attempt to destroy the nation of Israel, that "the name Israel would be remembered no more." 

· So I look at that, as and most scholars agree, has not been fulfilled yet. 

· So I look at that as a forthcoming event in light of the way we see the stage setting over in the Middle East presently. 

Psalm 83/Damascus War

· It answers the questions, "Why aren't those nations included in Ezekiel 38 and 39?"

· And then, I get into how God deals with that battle through the "exceedingly great army" of Ezekiel 37:10, which I believe the Israeli Defense Forces will fulfill that prophecy. 

· So they [the "exceedingly great army"] are not listed in Ezekiel 38 and 39, but they are listed in Psalm 83, and so I make a distinction between the two: the Israeli Defense Forces and the nations of Psalm 83 which I call the "inner circle."
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· Q) Psalm 83 is a war that is going to be fought before the war in Ezekiel 38 and 39? And, it will be a war in which Israel will defeat all of these Arab nations that have a common border with it?
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· A) Yes. Israel will expand into that territory, and therefore that is the reason they are not mentioned in the Russia [Magog]n invasion. 

· This is my hypotheses.

· That solves the problem, too, of Israel having peace, and it also solves the problem of Israel moving into the center of the land, "midst of the land." 

· It also solves the problem of them being exceedingly wealthy because they will be able to exploit their resources. 
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· I believe that it will be a safer Israel. 

· More alilyah will come forward. 

· More Jews will come into Israel. 

· They will exploit the resources and expand the territory. 

· And they will become that ripe carrot on the string that Russia [Magog]  and Iran will lick their chops to come after for that exceedingly great plunder.
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· Q) It never says in the Psalm who wins this war, so how do you know the Israelis win this war?
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· A) Well, there are several reasons for that. 

· The very basic starting one theologically is that God promised Abraham he would have descendants forever and those would be the Jewish people. 

· What we are talking about is probably nothing less or nothing short of a genocidal attempt against the Jewish people by the Arab Nations that we talked about — those ten populations. 

· God is a promise keeper, and He will not allow the Jewish people to be destroyed.
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· Hitler was unsuccessful and, of course, there was a litany of attempts.

· In fact, in Amos he says, I will put you in that land and you will never be rooted up again. 

· If God keeps his promise to Israel, which we know he will, then the Jews will win. 

· What connected this for me is Ezekiel 37:10.
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· “The Jewish State will stretch out sovereignty over some of the conquered Arab territories. They will do so in an effort to claim sections of the land their God Jehovah promised to their patriarch Abraham in Genesis 15:18. This potentially puts portions of Egypt on through to Iraq into their Real Estate portfolio.” 
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· Part and parcel with increased territory comes Jewish possession of Arab resources and the associated spoils of war. Israel will become a much wealthier nation as a result of their conquest, and will begin to dwell securely in what I refer to as Isralestine, and Daniel 11:41 classifies as the “Glorious Land”.

Psalm 83/Damascus War

· In this post war condition, the Jewish State will appropriately resemble the nation of Israel described in the prophecy of Ezekiel 38:8-13. They will be a peaceful people gathered back into their ancient homeland of Israel, in the latter days. They will dwell prosperously, and securely.” - The 83rd Piece Completes the Prophecy Puzzle Bill Salus
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· Many people, Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum and myself included, believe that Ezekiel was transported in Ezekiel 37 some 2,600 years ago into the 1940's where he saw the vision of the Valley of Dry Bones. 

· And this represented the Jewish people in the Diaspora in a devastating grave/holocaust condition.
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· Then God even asks Ezekiel "can these bones live?" 

· Ezekiel says, "God you know." 

· What a profound question that turns out to be because if they don't survive the very thing we are talking about God will have broken His promise to Abraham.
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· Q) Traditionally, Bible prophecy teachers have said that peace would come to Israel only when the Antichrist made a covenant with them that would guarantee their security. 

· Now you are saying the Israelis are going to defeat all of their Arab neighbors around them, occupy their territory, have peace and become a world superpower. 

· And, they don't need an Antichrist to guarantee their peace. 

· So what is the Antichrist's coming all about?
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· But the way I look at it, I look through the lenses of a greater Israel. 

· Israel is going to expand. 

· They are going to come out of this little 9,000 square box that they were allotted with UN resolution of 1947 — the Partition Plan. 

· As a result of the Psalm 83 war, they are going to become an exceedingly great army. 

· They are going to posses not only their arsenal, but they will have the opportunity to posses some Arab arsenal as well. 
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· They will be very powerful.

· I then say like a Goliath shadow coming in behind then comes Ezekiel 38 and 39. 

· When Russia [Magog] comes after Psalm 83, these nations and in the process God exhibits His power and He defeats that invasion. 

· The purpose of the Israeli Defense Forces is only to deal with Psalm 83. 

· They are not even necessary in Ezekiel 38 and 39 apart from perhaps burying the dead and burning some weapons and things like that in the aftermath.
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· God destroys them, so what we have, and I put these events Pre-tribulational, I put the Antichrist coming into the scene in the aftermath of both of these power genocidal attempts against the Jewish people. 

· So we have to be looking at this when we try to understand the contents of the Antichrist pact with Israel.
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· We have to be looking through the lenses of a greater Israel in my estimation. 

· The Israeli Defense Forces have exhibited their might, achieved the title [to the Land] and fulfilled prophecy being the great army. 

· God will have accomplished His purposes which say the Jewish people will recognize He is God and the nations of the world will recognize that He is God. 

· And so that is the stage when the Antichrist comes on the scene in light of the fact of these two facts could precurse the Tribulation period.

Psalm 83/Damascus War

· Isaiah 28 says that this Daniel 9:27 covenant becomes a covenant with death — an agreement with Sheol — and it is a picture if you read Isaiah 28 of the Jewish people in a very empowered condition. 

· They are intoxicated with their empowerment all the way from Ephraim on through to the priests, prophets, even the people that fight back at the gate. 

· I presume that would be the exceedingly great army.
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· They are all intoxicated with this power.

· So it says that when they sign this covenant in Isaiah 28:15 and 18, they are expecting an overflowing scourge that will be coming and that they will escape that scourge.
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· So we have to ask what is this overflowing scourge that they could be referring to? 

· Could it be the 144,000 witnesses that have been running around talking about the Lord's coming? [way off timewise]

· Revelation judgments could be forthcoming. 

· Could it be the gentile nations of the world are going to war and Israel is concerned about that? 
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· We have already talked about Psalm 83 occurring and Ezekiel 38 occurring. 

· I don't necessarily see another war apart from the Armageddon campaign after that, although there may be some. 

· Could that be the scourge they are worried about and they want peace from that? 

· The traditional viewpoint has been that it is a peace between the Arabs and the Jews, or a protection for Israel from the world in general.
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· But, I look at it in a different way. 

· Perhaps it a protection [of] the world [from] an empowered Israel on some level. 

· So then, it goes on to say in Isaiah 28:18 that this covenant will be annulled and that this scourge will pass through.
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· Now we do also know that in the Armageddon campaign the Antichrist is going to come forward and he is going to try to destroy the Jews. 

· In Zechariah 13:8 it talks about two-thirds of them being cut off and being destroyed. 

· So this could be the scourge as well. 

· [They're] thinking by signing some covenant with this individual that some overflowing scourge is not going to come their way.

Psalm 83/Damascus War

· And, of course, God says that is going to annulled, and it does say in Isaiah 28 verse 22 a little further down that God is determined an end for the whole world.

· So it could very well be the Day of the Lord — the Day of Jacob's trouble — things along those lines. 

· I don't know if they feel they can escape that, and again I am conjecturing. 

· I think that it is a milestone to consider the possibility that it is not a peace pact between the Palestinians and the Israelis, but it is something much bigger and much broader." [End]
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· The populations referenced primarily would be modern day Jordan, with a slight possibility of Syria having been involved. Moab is today Central Jordan, Edom is Southern Jordan, and Ammon is Northern Jordan. 

· Petra, Mt. Seir, and the Meunites, would also be clustered in and around Southern Jordan today.
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· Isralestine devotes an entire chapter to this topic called; "Whodomites" - Who are the Edomites Today. 

· Inside the "Whodomite" chapter the Edomite - Palestinian Refugee connection is clearly made. 

· The chapter traces several historical waves of Edomite migration out from their original homeland into Israel. 

· They generally settled in and around Hebron, which today exists in the modern day West Bank. 

· Ultimately they became known as the Idumeans, which is the Greek word for Edomites. 
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· The territory they developed inside of Israel assumed the name Idumea.

· It appears that since 1949 up until the present day the Palestinian Refugees, the apparent antagonistic star of the Psalm 83 show, have a descendant Edomite contingency residing within their ranks.
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· Here is the last of the Psalms of Asaph, Psalm 83.  1. A song; a psalm of Asaph. 2. God, do not be silent; God, be not still and unmoved! 3. See how your enemies rage; your foes proudly raise their heads. 4. They conspire against your people, plot against those you protect.. 5. They say, "Come, let us wipe out their nation; let Israel's name be mentioned no more!" 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· 6. They scheme with one mind, in league against you: 7. The tents of Ishmael(tents of Edom, not Ishmael)and Edom, the people of Moab and Hagar, 8. Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek, Philistia and the inhabitants of Tyre.. (likely not in 1967 war) 9. Assyria, too, in league with them gives aid to the descendants of Lot. Selah 10. Deal with them as with Midian; as with Sisera and Jabin at the torrent Kishon, 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· 11. Those destroyed at Endor, who became dung for the ground. 12. Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb, all their princes like Zebah and Zalmunna, 13. Who made a plan together, "Let us seize the pastures of God." 14. My God, turn them into withered grass, into chaff flying before the wind. 15. As a fire raging through a forest, a flame setting mountains ablaze, 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· 16. Pursue them with your tempest; terrify them with your storm. 17. Cover their faces with shame, till they pay you homage, LORD. 18. Let them be dismayed and shamed forever; let them perish in disgrace. 19. Show them you alone are the LORD, the Most High over all the earth.
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· Verse 1... Who is Asaph? 

· He is a Levite; one of the leaders of David's choir 1 Chr. 6:39. 

· Psalms 50 and 73-83 inclusive are attributed to him. 

· He is mentioned along with David as skilled in music, and a "seer" 2 Chr. 29:30. 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· Verse 2... The specific meaning of this verse is disputed. The verb can be translated to refer to either speech "be not silent" or motion "be not inactive".. The fact that the verse requests the assistance of God three times emphasizes the urgency of the situation and of the people's prayer. 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· Verses 3 through 6... In the text of the psalm, specifically verses 3 through 6, the speaker makes the assumption that individuals who plot against the nation of Israel must inherently be enemies of God. (This is a weak explanation in my estimation, and does not identify the specific confederacy within the two groups. The two groups likely consist of those who hate God, Edom, Ishmael, Hagarenes, Moab, and Ammon, and the enemies of God, all the other 5 populations.
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· This interpretation seems to generalize a disposition of Gentile enmity toward God, rather that a blatant disdain from a specific group of populations.) 

· He also ascribes to them the intention of the complete extinction of the people of Israel, as that is the meaning of verse 5, which indicates that the name of Israel will be obliterated or remembered no more.
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· Verses 7 through 9... These verses provide the names of the ten nations which have evidently formed a coalition against Israel, the Edomites, the Ishmaelites, Moab, the Hagrites, Gebal, Ammon, Amalek, the Philistines, Tyre, and Assyria.
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· Verses 10 through 13... The narrator goes on to assume that God himself will fight on Israel's side in the upcoming battle, based on the stories contained in the 4th through 8th chapters of the Book of Judges, citing individual actions attributed to God in that book.
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· Verses 14 through 19... In these verses, the narrator specifically requests that God make the opponents of Israel suffer and experience shame and die in disgrace for opposing Israel, and, by extension, God himself. 
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· Verse 19... In this verse, the narrator states that he wishes God perform these various acts so that all might know that God is the most powerful entity and has sway over all the Earth. This verse, with verse 17, indicates that, although the bulk of the psalm is a prayer for the destruction of the enemies of Israel, there is some positive hope that the enemies of Israel might come to acknowledge the God of Israel. 
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· Who exactly is mentioned as fighting against Israel in verses 7, 8, and 9?
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· The Edomites...Edom is a name given to Esau in the Old Testament, as well as to the nation descending from him. 

· Esau's name in Hebrew means "hairy", and, according to Genesis 25:25, it is a reference to his hairiness at birth. 

· He is also called "Edom", which means red. Genesis relates this directly to his selling his birthright for some "red stuff" Gen. 25:30.
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· However, Genesis makes a point of mentioning that he was red when he emerged from the womb Gen 25:25. 

· The Edomite people were a Semitic-speaking tribal group inhabiting the Negev Desert and the Arabah valley of what is now around the southern part of the Dead sea and adjacent Jordan. 

· The region has much reddish sandstone, which may have given rise to the name "Edom".
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· The nation of Edom is known to have existed back to the 8th or 9th century BC, and the Bible dates it back several centuries further. 

· So the term Edomites is a ancient name for the Jordanians.  (I trace carefully the immigration of many Edomites in several waves into Israel, the became known as the Idumeans and settled in Idumea.
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· Hebron was their central city and exists in the West Bank today. 

· Thus the Palestinians of today have some Edomite/ Idumean (Greek word for Edomites) ethnical representation within them). 

· (Additionally the "tents of Edom" may refer to a Palestinian population residing in either a refugee or military encampment condition. It is possible Asaph identifies the Palestinian refugees generally by his usage of the "tents".)
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· The Ishmaelites...(father of the Arabs primarily settled in Arabia/ Saudi Arabia) 

· These are the peoples descended from Ishmael. 

· Many people associate the Ishamelites with the Arabs. 

· This is an over-simplification. 

· The Ishmaelites married with the ancient Arab peoples who lived east on Babylon. 

· So the Arab peoples are the only remaining peoples with Ismaelite blood in them.
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· Book of Jubilees 20:13 And Ishmael and his sons, and the sons of Keturah and their sons, went together and dwelt from Paran to the entering in of Babylon in all the land which is towards the East facing the desert. And these married with each other, and their name was called Arabs, and Ishmaelites. So the term Ishmaelites refers to the Arab people of today.
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· Moab...is the historical name for a mountainous strip of land in modern-day Jordan running along the eastern shore of the Dead Sea. 

· In ancient times, it was home to the kingdom of the Moabites, a people often in conflict with their Israelite neighbors to the west. 

· So here Jordan is mentioned again.
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· The Hagrites...(Hagarenes is a better translation and she represents Egypt as a Matriarch )the Hagrite tribe (also spelled Hagarite) were a nomadic Arabian tribe descended from Hagar. 

· So here again the Arabs are mentioned.
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· Gebal... It is a Mediterranean city in the Mount Lebanon Governorate of present-day Lebanon under the current Arabic name of Jbeil and was also referred to as Gibelet during the Crusades. 

· So this would be the Lebanese being mentioned.
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· Ammon... were a people living east of the Jordan river in ancient times. 

· So this refers to Jordan and Syrian peoples since the Jordan river stretches from Syria to Jordan.

· Amalek...The Amalek or Amalekites were an ancient nomadic people who originated from the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt but also spread through southern Syria and northwestern Saudi Arabia. 

· So Amalek refers to Egypt, Syria, and Saudi Arabia.
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· The Amalekites inhabited various places in or near southern Canaan (Num.13:29), Seir (1Chron.4:39-43), between Canaan and Egypt (1Sam.27:8) etc., but at times they are also found in other places, such as the middle of the territory of Ephraim (Jud.12:15). 

· By all indications, they were a semi-nomadic people who could tolerate dwelling in a specific area for long periods of time if local conditions were suitable to their craven, rapacious nature.
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· The Amalekites are believed to have inhabited the Sinai peninsula. 

· Why did God command the Amalekites be annihilated completely? 

· Because, Amalekites were the first pagan terrorists who were hell-bent on wiping out Israel - the real God's Covenant people. 

· Amalekites would lay and wait to murder Israelites. 
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· The Amalekites attacked the Israelites without apparent provocation as they were travelling during the Exodus (Exodus 17:8). 

· "Remember what Amalek did unto thee by the way, when ye were come forth out of Egypt; How he met thee by the way, and smote the hindmost of thee, even all that were feeble behind thee, when thou wast faint and weary; and he feared not God." (Deuteronomy 25:17-18).
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· The Amalekites were distinguished in the holy Scripture by two villainous characteristics: cruelty and cowardice.

· These two characteristics are always glaringly present when an Amalekite is involved in any Biblical story. 

· In every story in which an Amalekite is privileged to participate, not unlike present day Palestinians, the reader witnesses this extraordinarily evil people not only committing cruel acts, but at the same time committing those acts in an unashamedly cowardly manner.
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· So, the whole truth is that while the account in Exodus is accurate in saying that the Amalekites attacked Israel, the Exodus information is incomplete. For, exhibiting their two constant and outstanding characteristics, the Amalekites actually attacked only those who were too weak to keep pace in the desert with their stronger brothers. They attacked the stragglers, those in Israel who were too ill, too weak, or too young to protect themselves, perhaps even women and children.
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· After Joshua conquered Canaan and divided it among the tribes, Israel's King Saul was sent by God on a mission to annihilate an Amalekite city in that promised land (1Sam.15). 

· God would tolerate not one of this wretched race on His chosen soil. 

· However, the timid King Saul bowed to the wishes of those in his army who wanted the Amalekite spoil for themselves, and, contrary to God's clear command, he allowed the best of the sheep and cattle to be spared.
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· God was so angered by this act of rebellion that He rejected Saul as king in Israel. 

· There were other errors as well as this one which led to Saul's rejection, but this singular failure to execute God's great wrath on this people whom God despised was a terrible transgression, worthy of the severest punishment. 

· As a trophy of war, Saul had also taken captive Agag, the king of the Amalekites, but the Almighty was not after trophies; He wanted peace for His people. 
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· And He knew that so long as there remained one Amalekite alive, no humble and righteous person in Israel would be safe. 

· Samuel the prophet arrived at Saul's camp and obediently hacked "Agag to pieces before the Lord in Gilgal", but immediately before doing so, Samuel reminded Agag that he had been (true to the cruel and cowardly nature of his breed) a murderer of innocent children. 
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· An "Agagite" became a synonym for an Amalekite, the title being derived from the name of this and possibly other Amalekite kings. 
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· The secret of understanding a primary message of the book of Esther is to know that an "Agagite" is an Amalekite. When this is understood, Mordecai's refusal to bow the knee to Haman the Agagite appears in a brighter light. His unwillingness to bow does not indicate in Mordecai a stubborn, proud spirit; rather, it is an indication of Mordecai's faithfulness to God's attitude toward Amalekites. Mordecai would not bow to an Amalekite because of his faith in God.
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· And it is possible as well that, Haman being an Amalekite, Mordecai might even have feared God's wrath upon himself if he had bowed to him. It is evidence of Mordecai's great faith in God's word that he would risk his life by refusing to bow before an Amalekite, even if the Amalekite had become a man of great political power. Mordecai trusted the power of God's curse to be of greater effect than Haman's favor in the eyes of the Persian king.
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· The story of Esther instructs us about the faithfulness of God, because it is the very latest book written in the Old Testament, while God promised to war with Amalek in one of the earliest books, Exodus. 

· Thus, from near the beginning of Old Testamemt history to the very end, we see God fulfilling His promises to Israel.
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· They later attacked Israel during the time of the Judges (Judges 3:13) and often raided the Israelites' land after they had planted crops, leaving them with nothing (Judges 6:2-5). 

· God punished the Amalekites by ordering Saul to destroy them (1 Sam 15:2-3) - over 300 years after they had first attacked Israel. 
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· During that time, the Amalekites had contact with the Israelites and would have heard about God. 

· They could have repented and changed their ways, but they continued to raid and plunder other cities up to the time of Saul and David (1 Sam 30:1-3). 

· The Amalekites that Saul and David warred against were clearly no better than their ancestors who had first laid in wait, to attack and ambush Israel.
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·  Amalek—the first foe to attack the people of Israel after they had come out of Egypt as a free nation; twice designated in the Pentateuch (Ex. xvii. 14-16, Deut. xxv. 19) as the one against whom war should be waged until his memory be blotted out forever—became in rabbinical literature the type of Israel's arch-enemy. 
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· In the tannaitic Haggadah of the first century Amalek stands for Rome (Bacher, "Ag. Tan." i. 146 et seq., 211 et seq.); and so does Edom (Esau), from whom Amalek descended (Gen. xxxvi.). 

· A kinsman of the Israelites, Amalek nevertheless displayed the most intense hatred toward them: he inherited Esau's hostility to his brother Jacob. 

· When other nations hesitated to harm God's chosen ones, his evil example induced them to join him in the fray.
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· "Like a robber he waylaid Israel"; "like a swarm of locusts"; "like a leech eager for blood"; "like a fly looking for sores to feed on"; Amalek ('am lak = the people which licketh) hurried over hundreds of miles to intercept Israel's marchTan. Ki , ix., and Pesi;. iii. 26b)

· Harsh as seems the command to blot out Amalek's memory, its justification was seen in the leniency shown by King Saul, the son of Kish, to Agag, the king of the Amalekites (I Sam. xv. 9)
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· This made it possible for Haman the Agagite to appear (Esth. iii. 1); his cruel plot against the Jews could only be counteracted by another descendant of Kish, Mordecai (Pesi. R. xiii.). 

· Every year, therefore, the chapter, "Remember what Amalek did unto thee" (Deut. xxv. 17-19), is read in the synagogue on the Sabbath preceding Purim.

· With regard to the remarkable oath, "Truly the hand upon the throne of Yah! the Lord will have war with Amalek from generation to generation" (Ex. xvii. 16)
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· The rabbis say: "Never will the throne of God—the Lord of Truth, Justice, and Love—be fully established until the seed of Amalek—the principle of hatred and wrongdoing—be destroyed forever (Pesi., l.c., and Targ. Yer. I. and II. to Ex. l.c.). 

· Henceforth "Amalek" became the popular term for Jew-hater. Reference: JewishEncyclopedia.com
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· Of interest, Amalekite hatred for the Jews surfaced later in the person of Haman. 

· In the book of Esther we meet the scheming Haman, who is a prominent official in Babylon. 

· Haman develops a genocidal plot to attack, kill, plunder and wipe out the Jews. 

· Haman is called an Agagite, and said to be an Amalekite by Josephus in Antiquities 11.209.
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· During the eulogy of the eight slain students of the March 6 terrorist attack at Mercaz HaRav yeshiva school in West Jerusalem, highly-respected Rabbi Ya’akov Shapira made, for the average gentile, a rather elusive allusion regarding the attack: "The murderer did not want to kill these people in particular, but everyone living in the holy city of Jerusalem. The murderers are the Amalek of our day, coming to remind us that Amalek has not disappeared, just changed its appearance."
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· In similar terms, Jerusalem’s mayor Uri Lupolianski said: "They [the victims] came to grow stronger in the Torah and in the course of their studies they were murdered by the present day Amalek, who came back in [the Hebrew month of] Adar to remind us he has not gone. He has simply changed his face." - Middle East Strategy at Harvard
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· Saul fought a war with King Agog, a descendant of Amalek, and was commanded to kill him, but didn’t, out of pity. Thus the people of Amalek lived on, to continue to torment the Jews for generations.

· Since the time of King Saul, the Jews have faced many "Amaleks", set out for our destruction. 

· Ironically, many of them come from the same area of the world - what we know today as Iran, formerly known as Persia.
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· Some of the ancestral connections are more obvious than others. 

· It is clear from the text that Haman, the villain in the Book of Esther was a direct descendant of Agog. 

· Some have made the connection that Sadaam Hussein and Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, President of Iran (modern Persia), are also descendants of Agog and Amalek - and given what they want(ed) to do to the Jews and where they come from, it would come as no surprise if there was ever biological evidence to support this.
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· Amalek's terror attack against the Israelites who had left Egypt: And Amalek came and fought with Israel at Refidim (Shemot 17:8). 

· A strategic analysis of the Israelite's situation will show that the Amalekites attacked an Israel which was strong and powerful both in military and economic terms. 

· Militarily, they had just crossed the Red Sea, leaving the Egyptian army to drown behind them. 

· Economically, they enjoyed miraculous supplies of water, manna, and quail.
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· The mode of attack is described in parashat Ki-Tavo as, he surprised you on the march, when you were famished and weary, and cut down all the stragglers in your rear (Devarim 25:18). The Amalekite leadership realized that an open frontal assault, such as that attempted by Pharaoh's army, would be doomed to failure. Parashat Ki-Tavo teaches us that Amalek avoided an open frontal assault upon the tribes of Israel, choosing instead to target a weak-spot in Israelite society: all the stragglers in your rear.
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· That is to say, they attacked those groups within the Israelite procession who were incapable of protecting themselves - defenseless civilians.

· Moses understood that it was not a mere matter of "isolated incidents," but that he faced a planned campaign based on terror tactics: And Amalek came and fought with Israel. 

· And so, Moses alerted Joshua to participate in the planning of the appropriate military response.
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· The instruction Saul received regarding his war against Amalek:

· Now go, attack Amalek, and proscribe all that belongs to him. Spare no one, but kill alike men and women, infants and sucklings, oxen and sheep, camels and asses. (I Samuel 15:3)
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· The Philistines 

· The Philistines occupied the five cities of Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Ekron, and Gath, along the coastal strip of southwestern Canaan, that belonged to Egypt up to the closing days of the Nineteenth Dynasty (ended 1185 BC). 

· So this means the Egyptions and the Palestinians.
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· Tyre...a city in southern Lebanon. So obviosly this is another reference to the Lebanese.

· Assyria...Assyria was originally a region on the Upper Tigris river, named for its original capital, the ancient city of Assur. 

· This is a reference to Northern Iraq. 

· Assur ((Assyria) vs Aram (Syria) Syria became a province of Assyria in several stages, at the time of Asaphs life Northern Syria was taken over by the Assyrians as they conquered the reign of the Hittites. 

· Southern Syria fell later (Damascus))
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· PSALM 83 V. EZEKIEL 38-39:

· The basic prophetic differences between Psalm 83 and Ezekiel 38/39 are enough to clearly exegete them as two completely different military engagements to occur in the future.

· In Psalm 83 the military objective of the conspiring aggressors is nothing less that the destruction of Israel and the annihilation of its very name from history.
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· Israel is the name which God Himself bestowed upon His people. 

· Thus the another objective of this group of enemies is to directly oppose the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob(Israel). 

· This group of nations directly border Israel. 

· They are an "inner ring" of enemy nations and non-state ethnic groups.
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· None of the above is true with regard to the enemy nations identified and described by Ezekiel. 

· With the exception of Libya (to the west of Israel) and Sudan (to the south of Israel), all other enemy nations come from the north. 

· These nations are drawn in, hooks in the jaw, they come to take spoil. 

· There also is not a single mention of any nation directly bordering upon Israel. 

· These nations comprise an "outer ring" of enemy states.
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· The utter defeat of the enemy nations in Psalm 83 is graphically illustrated in verses 10 through 19. 

· The military forces, command structures and combatant commanders of these enemies will be so thoroughly and completely destroyed that they will either perish into eternal oblivion or end up acknowledging and fully submitting to the God of Israel.
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