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Revelation 6: The Red Horse and Gog and Magog Timing Theories

Revelation Chapter 6

· We are currently studying the 4 Horsemen of the Apocalypse and have previously studied the White Horse:

· Rev 6:1 And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures saying with a voice like thunder: "Come." 2 And I saw, and look, a white horse, and he that sat on it had a bow and a [Victors] crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer.

Revelation Chapter 6 - Red Horse

· We are now studying the Second Seal, the Red Horse:

· Revelation 6:3 And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see.

· 6:4 And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword.
Gog and Magog Theories

· Our task, as much as it is possible, is to identify which of the 3 End Time Wars are in view with the Red Horse.

· Is it: 

· The Oracle of Damascus/Psalm 83 War

· The Gog-Magog War

· The Battle of Armageddon

· If my favorite theory of the White Horse/Damascus War is correct, then we are left with 2 wars to consider.

· We will do so by exploring Ezekiel 38 and 39 and the Gog-Magog Timing Theories:

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· AND THE word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2  Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of yMagog, the prince of Rosh, of Meshech, and of Tubal, and prophesy against him, 3  And say, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I am against you, O Gog, chief prince (ruler) of Rosh, of Meshech, and of Tubal. 4  And I will turn you back and put hooks into your jaws, and I will bring you forth and all your army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed in full armor, a great company with buckler and shield, all of them handling swords -

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 5  Persia, Cush, and Put or Libya with them, all of them with shield and helmet, 6  Gomer and all his hordes, the house of Togarmah in the uttermost parts of the north and all his hordes - many people are with you. 7  You [Gog] be prepared; yes, prepare yourself, you and all your companies that are assembled about you, and you be a guard and a commander for them.

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 8  After many days you shall be visited and mustered [for service]; in the latter years you shall go against the land that is restored from the ravages of the sword, where people are gathered out of many nations upon the mountains of Israel, which had been a continual waste; but its [people] are brought forth out of the nations and they shall dwell securely, all of them. [Isa. 24:22.]9  You shall ascend and come like a storm; you shall be like a cloud to cover the land, you and all your hosts and many people with you.

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 10  Thus says the Lord God: At the same time thoughts shall come into your mind, and you will devise an evil plan. 11  And you will say, I will go up against an open country [the land of unwalled villages]; I will fall upon those who are at rest, who dwell securely, all of them dwelling without walls and having neither bars nor gates, 12  To take spoil and prey, to turn your hand upon the desolate places now inhabited and assail the people gathered out of the nations, who have obtained livestock and goods, who dwell at the center of the earth [Palestine]. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 13  Sheba and Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish, with all their lionlike cubs [or satellite areas], shall say to you, Have you come to take spoil? Have you gathered your hosts to take the prey? To carry away silver and gold, to take away livestock and goods, to take a great spoil? 14  Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say to Gog, Thus says the Lord God: In that day when My people Israel dwell securely, will you not know it and be aroused? 15  And you will come from your place out of the uttermost parts of the north, you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great host, a mighty army. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 16  And you shall come up against My people Israel like a cloud to cover the land. In the latter days I will bring you against My land, that the nations may know, understand, and realize Me when My holiness shall be vindicated through you [vindicated and honored in your overwhelming destruction], O Gog, before their eyes. 17  Thus says the Lord God: Are you he of whom I have spoken in olden times by My servants the prophets of Israel, who prophesied in those days for years that I would bring you [Gog] against them? 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 18  But in that day when Gog shall come against the land of Israel, says the Lord God, My wrath shall come up into My nostrils. 19  For in My jealousy and in the fire of My wrath have I said, Surely in that day there shall be a great shaking or cosmic catastrophe in the land of Israel, 20  So that the fishes of the sea and the birds of the heavens, the beasts of the field and all creeping things that creep upon the earth, and all the men that are upon the face of the earth, shall tremble and shake at My presence; 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· and the mountains shall be thrown down and the steep places shall fall and every wall [natural or artificial] shall fall to the ground. 

· 21  And I will call for a sword against [Gog] throughout all My mountains, says the Lord God, every man痴 sword shall be against his brother [over the dividing of booty]. 22  And with pestilence and with bloodshed will I enter into judgment with [Gog], and I will rain upon him and upon his hordes and upon the many peoples that are with him torrents of rain and great hailstones, fire and brimstone. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 23  Thus will I demonstrate My greatness and My holiness, and I will be recognized, understood, and known in the eyes of many nations; yes, they shall know that I am the Lord [the Sovereign Ruler, Who calls forth loyalty and obedient service].  

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· CHAPTER 39

· AND YOU, son of man, prophesy against Gog, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I am against you, O Gog, chief prince (ruler) of Rosh, of Meshech, and of Tubal. 2  And I will turn you about and will lead you on, and will cause you to come up from the uttermost parts of the north and will lead you against the mountains of Israel; 3  And I will smite your bow from your left hand and will cause your arrows to fall out of your right hand. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 4  You shall fall [dead] upon the mountains of Israel, you and all your hosts and the peoples who are with you. I will give you to the ravenous birds of every sort and to the beasts of the field to be devoured.

· 5  You shall fall in the open field, for I have spoken [it], says the Lord God. 6  I will send fire on Magog and upon those who dwell securely in the coastlands, and they shall know, understand, and realize that I am the Lord [the Sovereign Ruler, Who calls forth loyalty and obedient service]. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 7  And I will make My holy name known in the midst of My people Israel, and I will not let them profane My holy name any more; and the nations shall know, understand, and realize that I am the Lord, the Holy One of Israel. 8  Behold, it is coming and it will be done, says the Lord God; that is the day of which I have spoken. 9  And [when you, Gog, are no longer] they who dwell in the cities of Israel shall go forth and shall set on fire and burn the battle gear, the shields and the bucklers, the bows and the arrows, the handspikes or riding whips and the spears; and they shall burn them as fuel for seven years,

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 10  So that My people shall take no firewood out of the field or cut down any out of the forests, for they shall make their fires of the weapons. And they shall despoil those who despoiled them and plunder those who plundered them, says the Lord God. 11  And in that day, I will give to Gog a place for burial there in Israel, the valley of those who pass through on the east side in front of the [Dead] Sea [the highway between Syria, Petra, and Egypt], and it will delay and stop those who pass through. And there shall they zbury Gog and all his multitude, and they shall call it the Valley of Hamon-gog [multitude of Gog]. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 12  For seven months the house of Israel will be burying them, that they may cleanse the land. 13  Yes, all the people of the land will bury them, and it shall bring them renown in the day that I shall be glorified, says the Lord God. 14  And they shall set apart men to work continually who shall pass through the land, men commissioned to bury, with the help of those who are passing by, those bodies that lie unburied on the face of the ground, in order to cleanse the land. After the end of seven months they shall make their search. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 15  And when these pass through the land and anyone sees a human bone, he shall set up a marker by it as a sign to the buriers, until they have buried it in the Valley of Hamon-gog or of Gog痴 multitude. 16  And Hamonah [multitude] shall also be the name of the city [of the dead]. Thus shall they cleanse the land. 17  And you, son of man, thus says the Lord God: Say to the birds of prey of every sort and to every beast of the field…

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· Assemble yourselves and come, gather from every side to the sacrificial feast that I am preparing for you, even a great sacrificial feast on the mountains of Israel at which you may eat flesh and drink blood.

· 18  You shall eat the flesh of the mighty and drink the blood of the princes of the earth, of rams, of lambs, of goats, and of bullocks, all of them fatlings of Bashan [east of the Jordan]. 19  And you shall eat fat till you are filled and drink blood till you are drunk at the sacrificial feast which I am preparing for you. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 20  And you shall be filled at My table with horses and riders, with mighty men, and with soldiers of every kind, says the Lord God. 21  And I will manifest My honor and glory among the nations, and all the nations shall see My judgment and justice [in the punishment] which I have executed and My hand which I have laid on them. 22  So the house of Israel shall know, understand, and realize beyond all question that I am the Lord their God from that day forward. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 23  And the nations shall know, understand, and realize positively that the house of Israel went into captivity for their iniquity, because they trespassed against Me; and I hid My face from them. So I gave them into the hand of their enemies and they all fell [into captivity or were slain] by the power of the sword. [Deut. 31:17.]24  According to their uncleanness and according to their transgressions I dealt with them and hid My face from them. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 25  Therefore thus says the Lord God: Now will I reverse the captivity of Jacob and have mercy upon the whole house of Israel and will be jealous for My holy name. 26  They shall forget their shame and self-reproach and all their treachery and unfaithfulness in which they have transgressed against Me, when they dwell securely in their land and there is none who makes them afraid. 27  When I have brought them again from the peoples and gathered them out of their enemies' lands, and My justice and holiness are set apart and vindicated through them in the sight of many nations, 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 28  Then shall they know, understand, and realize positively that I am the Lord their God, because I sent them into captivity and exile among the nations and then gathered them to their own land. I will leave none of them remaining among the nations any more [in the latter days]. 29  Neither will I hide My face any more then from them, when I have poured out My Spirit upon the house of Israel, says the Lord God.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Last week we began by looking at the "Timing" theories with an article entitled:

· Timing Gog-Magog: General
· By Nathan Jones

· "In this series of articles called Timing Gog-Magog we are looking to the Bible to discover when the great battle the prophet Ezekiel described in Ezekiel 38 and 39 is going to take place."

Gog and Magog Theories

· [The] Gog-Magog Battle involves a coalition of nations led by a ruler from the ancient lands once covered by the former Soviet Union and modern-day Turkey which consist of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Russia, Turkey, Iran, Sudan, Libya, and possibly Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Algeria and Tunisia.

Gog and Magog Theories

· [Gog and Magog] are united in their fervor to loot and destroy Israel. 

· The invading coalition comes to the mountains of Israel to discover not an easy victory, but a setup by God who utterly destroys them...

· The supernatural defeat of the invading hordes reveals to the world that God is real and indeed protects the nation of Israel.

· Israel spends the next seven months burying the dead invaders and seven years expending the leftover fuel and weapons.

Gog and Magog Theories

· We will pick up the article with the discussion of the theory that the Gog-Magog Battle takes place:

· At the End of the Millennium
· "According to Dr. Rhodes, the majority of supporters for this view tend to come from a non-evangelical background (p.189)."

Gog and Magog Theories

· Pros:

· 1) There is a Gog Magog Rebellion at the end of the Millenium.

· Revelation 20:7-8 places a Gog-Magog Battle at the end of the Millennial Kingdom. "When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth — Gog and Magog — to gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore."
Gog and Magog Theories

· But is it THE Gog-Magog War of Ezekiel 38 and 39?

· 2) Similar terminology exists between Ezekiel 38-39 and Revelation 20 concerning the great number of invaders involved.

· 3) The prosperity described in Ezekiel 38-39 that Israel possess would be fulfilled by God's blessings on Israel during the Millennial Kingdom.

· 4) God uses supernatural [events] in both accounts to destroy the invaders.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Cons:

· 1) Ezekiel's chapters would be out of order with this view. 

· Ezekiel 33-39 cover the restoration of Israel and are followed by chapters 40-48 which describe Israel during the Millennial Kingdom.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 2) Revelation 20's chronology doesn't harmonize with Ezekiel's chronology. 

· Revelation 20 describes the Millennial Kingdom, which is immediately followed by chapter 21 concerning the eternal state.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 3) The Gog-Magog invaders wouldn't have bodies to require Israel to bury for seven months (Ezek. 39:12). 

· Revelation 20:9's account records the invaders being incinerated by fire from out of the heavens.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 4) Israel would have no reason to use seven months to bury the dead invaders (Ezek. 39:12) when God is just going to resurrect them at the end of the Millennium, judge them at the Great White Throne Judgment, and then throw them into the Lake of Fire.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 5) Israel would have no reason to burn the invaders' weapons into the eternal state.

· 6) Ezekiel's and Revelation's descriptions of the invading armies do not match. 

· Ezekiel describes a coalition of Russia and Muslim nations attacking Israel. 

· Revelation 20:8 describes a much larger scope, with the invaders coming from the "nations in the four corners of the earth."

Gog and Magog Theories

· 7) Ezekiel's and Revelation's descriptions of the battlefields do not match. 

· Ezekiel describes the Gog-Magog Battle taking place on the "mountains of Israel," while the Revelation 20:9 account (in some versions like the NAS) states the battle takes place "on the broad plain of the earth."

Gog and Magog Theories

· 8) Ezekiel's and Revelation's descriptions of Israel's rulers do not match. 

· Ezekiel 38-39 follow chapters 36-37 which describe the rebirth of Israel, a nation not yet in belief in God nor has accepted Jesus as Messiah. 

· The Revelation 20 account has Jesus already ruling from Jerusalem for 1,000 years.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 9) Ezekiel's and Revelation's descriptions of the invader's rulers do not match. 

· "Gog" is in control of the coalition against Israel in Ezekiel's account, whereas Satan is in control of the coalition against Jesus in Revelation's account. 

· While Satan is clearly mentioned in Revelation's account, it is unknown if Gog is possessed by Satan or is a man possessed by Satan.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 10) Ezekiel's and Revelation's descriptions of Israel's faith does not match. 

· In Ezekiel 38-39, God uses the Gog-Magog Battle to make Himself known to Israel and the world. 

· In Revelation 20, Israel has acknowledged Jesus as God and King for 1,000 years.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 11) John's use of "Gog" and "Magog" in Revelation 20 is more likely to draw a comparison between Ezekiel's Gog-Magog Battle and the one John is describing at the end of the Millennial Kingdom.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 12) The unbelieving children of the Tribulation saints who have survived to live into the Millennial Kingdom will be the ones who wage war against God at the end of the Millennium, as opposed to the children from the age of the "time of the Gentiles" who wage war in Ezekiel and Jesus' accounts (Luke 21:24).

Gog and Magog Theories

· The article continues with the authors opinions:

· "Timing Gog-Magog: Final Analysis

· In review, we analyzed the Battle and looked into the history books and determined that Ezekiel's reference to Rosh is modern-day Russia. Ezekiel's General Timing Clues were listed to demonstrate that the Gog-Magog Battle is yet future. We also looked at the two views that place the battle before the Tribulation, the two views that place the battle during the Tribulation, and the three views that place the battle in relation to the Millennial reign of Jesus Christ.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Let me [the Author] go on the record, though, by stating that I am not dogmatic about this end time topic, nor should anyone be. 

· The study of the end times (eschatology) is non-primary. 

· Since God has given mankind merely an overview of His future plans, He has left us with nothing concrete enough to pinpoint the exact timing, probably so that we Christians will not just sit quietly by, but get out there and witness with all our energy until the Lord's return.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Analyzing the Views
· Each of the Gog-Magog Battle timing views appear to revolve around dealing with two yet-to-be fulfilled key prerequisites:

· Israel is in a state of unsuspecting peace before the invasion (Ezek. 38:11).

· Israel has the seven months to bury the dead invaders bodies (Ezek. 39:12-16) and the whole seven years to expend the leftover fuel and weapons (Ezek. 39:9).

Gog and Magog Theories

· The three views that time the Gog-Magog Battle in relation to the Millennium do great justice to the first prerequisite in putting Israel at a time of peace due to Jesus' victory and reign, but cannot overcome the obstacles of the second prerequisite. 

· With Jesus having subjected all His enemies before the start of the Millennium, there would be no invaders to invade. 

· With no invaders, there are no bodies to bury nor weapons to burn.

Gog and Magog Theories

· The best of the three Millennial views is the one placing the timing at the end of the Millennial Kingdom, which Revelation 20:7-8 describes as an uprising of unbelievers born during the Millennium that are led be Satan to his final defeat. 

· While there are some similarities to Ezekiel's account of the Gog-Magog Battle, the dissimilarities prove Ezekiel is talking about a different Gog-Magog Battle than the battle the Apostle John is describing.

Gog and Magog Theories

· I agree that John's use of "Gog" and "Magog" in Revelation 20 is more likely to draw a comparison between Ezekiel's Gog-Magog Battle as a type of what the battle will be like at the end of the Millennial Kingdom.

Gog and Magog Theories

· For the two views that place the timing during the Tribulation, they both wrestle with the same prerequisites.

· Like the view that proposes Ezekiel's Gog-Magog Battle is the uprising of Satan at the end of the Millennial Kingdom, the view that places the timing at the end of the Tribulation proposes that Ezekiel's Gog-Magog Battle is Armageddon.

Gog and Magog Theories

· While similarities exist between Gog-Magog and Armageddon, their differences far outweigh their similarities. 

· Also, placing the battle at the end of the Tribulation violates the first prerequisite that Israel is living in peace, a condition which would be impossible under the intense persecution by the Antichrist and Israel's subsequent flight into the desert.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Placing the timing at the beginning, but not by the middle, of the Tribulation gives Israel the seven months to bury the dead invaders and the full seven years to burn the fuel if they have a reserve of it where they flee to. 

· This view would need then to settle the peaceful condition of Israel by resting it on either the peace covenant with the Antichrist (Dan. 9:27) or a Psalm 83 subjugation of Israel's surrounding hostile neighbors.

Gog and Magog Theories

· The two views that place the timing of the Gog-Magog Battle before the Tribulation can perfectly grant the time needed to burn the weapons — the full seven years if the Jews have a reserve of it where they flee to, or at least 3 1/2 years before the Tribulation to the middle of the Tribulation before the Jews flee.

Gog and Magog Theories

· But, since the Tribulation begins with the peace covenant between the Antichrist and Israel, the only viable scenario for a peaceful prerequisite would be a Psalm 83 fulfillment or to take Ezekiel's description of Israel being at peace to mean they're militarily secure, which with the world's fourth largest military they are today.

Gog and Magog Theories

· As we can see, all the views struggle over some issue.

·  My [the author's] View
· Which view one holds probably rests more on what one sees is the view that provides the most logical answers to the prerequisites. 

· To me, timing the Gog-Magog Battle just before or at the very beginning of the Tribulation can best fulfill these prerequisites and makes the most logical sense in my mind.

Gog and Magog Theories

· This is how I see the timeline most likely playing out:

· The Rapture of the Church removes the Restrainer.

· Israel subjugates their surrounding neighbors in fulfillment of Psalm 83.

Gog and Magog Theories

· The Gog-Magog Battle destroys the Russian and Muslim influence in the Middle East, makes the world aware of God's presence, and restores Israel's belief in the God of the Torah.

Gog and Magog Theories

· The Antichrist [non-Muslim theory] conquers what's left of the Middle East and makes a peace covenant with Israel to complete the Revived Roman Empire.

· Israel spends the seven years of the Tribulation burning the weapons.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Jesus returns at the end of the seven years to defeat His enemies at Armageddon resulting in Israel acknowledging that Jesus is God's Son.

· Jesus gathers the people from all over the world for the Sheep/Goat Judgment, which results in only believers entering the Millennial Kingdom.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Time will tell when the Gog-Magog Battle will truly take place. 

· But, the players are already in place and the scene is just about all set for this epic battle to be waged in the not-too-distant future."

· [End Nathan Jones]

Gog and Magog Theories

· Next, we will look at an alternative view to the theories analyzed by Nathan Jones in the article we have previously studied.

· This article places Gog-Magog just a short time before the Battle of Armageddon:

· Gog-Magog then Armageddon – Ted Montgomery

· At the end of the 70th Week (the final seven years of this age), Jesus the Messiah (Christ) will return to earth to rule and reign.  It commonly is believed that, at that time, He will attack and destroy the armed forces of the Antichrist at the Battle of Armageddon.  

Gog and Magog Theories

· Although this encounter will  occur, it can be demonstrated, by carefully examining Scripture, that it will not  happen as soon as Jesus returns but, rather, soon thereafter (that is, a month later). 

· Concerning the day on which the armies of Gog/Magog are eliminated, the prophet Ezekiel wrote this:

· From that day forward the house of Israel will know that I am the LORD their God (Ezekiel 39:22).

· In the past, there have been times when Israel acknowledged the Lord their God. 

Gog and Magog Theories

· However, never "From that day forward" have they maintained a constant acknowledgement and acceptance of the Lord their God. 

· Instead, they always have back-slidden away from God, and they are in that condition today.  

· Therefore, it makes no sense that the prophecy in (Ezekiel 39:22) can take place until Jesus returns and destroys those who are attacking Israel, because it is only at that time that Israel will see, recognize, and acknowledge Him as their Lord.

Gog and Magog Theories

· The armies Jesus will "Trample," like grapes in a winepress, on the very day of His future descent to earth from heaven, are the forces of Gog and Magog, along with those from the nations who have joined them—all of whom will be attacking Jerusalem and Israel.  

· It will not be until 30 days after this carnage, as the Antichrist and his armies gather to attack specifically Jesus in Jerusalem, that He will destroy them at the famed Battle of Armageddon.

Gog and Magog Theories

· treading the winepress

· As is written in the Book of Revelation, John envisioned the future return of the Lord Jesus—the "Faithful and True" and the "King of Kings and Lord of lords"—to earth as the Rider on a white horse, with the armies of heaven following Him (Revelation 19:11-14).  

· We know that this is Jesus, the "Word of God" (19:13b), because John previously had described Him as being "The Word" in John 1:1-18.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Besides coming to rule and reign on the earth, John described that Jesus will have yet another very specific mission:

· He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty (Revelation 19:15c).

· John did not see Jesus being still or passive.  

· Rather, John noted that "He judges and makes war" (Revelation 19:11b). 

· Evidently, John observed Jesus in the process of  making war in this vision of the future, since John saw Jesus’ "Robe dipped in blood" (19:13a).

Gog and Magog Theories

· Furthermore, Jesus was seen to be wielding a "Sharp sword with which to strike down the nations" (19:15a).

· The great Old Testament prophet Isaiah foretold this same scene of the future, including the crimson (red) garments, the treading of the winepress, and the Lord’s sword (Isaiah 63:1-6, 34:5,6). 

Gog and Magog Theories

· Isaiah 63

· WHO IS this Who comes from Edom, with crimson-stained garments from Bozrah [in Edom]? This One Who is glorious in His apparel, striding triumphantly in the greatness of His might? It is I, [the One] Who speaks in righteousness [proclaiming vindication], mighty to save! 

· 2  Why is Your apparel splashed with red, and Your garments like the one who treads in the winepress? 

Gog and Magog Theories

· 3  I have trodden the winepress alone, and of the peoples there was no one with Me. I trod them in My anger and trampled them in My wrath; and their lifeblood is sprinkled upon My garments, and I stained all My raiment. 

· 4  For the day of vengeance was in My heart, and My year of redemption [the year of My redeemed] has come. 

Gog and Magog Theories

· 5  And I looked, but there was no one to help; I was amazed and appalled that there was no one to uphold [truth and right]. So My own arm brought Me victory, and My wrath upheld Me. 

· 6  I trod down the peoples in My anger and made them drink of the cup of My wrath until they were intoxicated, and I spilled their lifeblood upon the earth. 

· The amplified Bible

Gog and Magog Theories

· 6  The sword of the Lord is filled with blood [of sacrifices], it is gorged and greased with fatness—with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams. For the Lord has a sacrifice in Bozrah [capital of Edom] and a great slaughter in the land of Edom. 

· 7  And the wild oxen shall fall with them, and the [young] bullocks with the [old and mighty] bulls; and their land shall be drunk and soaked with blood, and their dust made rich with fatness. 

Gog and Magog Theories

· 8  For the Lord has a day of vengeance, a year of recompense, for the cause of Zion. 

· 9  And the streams [of Edom] will be turned into pitch and its dust into brimstone, and its land will become burning pitch. 

· 10  [The burning of Edom] shall not be quenched night or day; its smoke shall go up forever. From generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it forever and ever. [Rev. 19:3]

· The amplified Bible

Gog and Magog Theories

· From these two passages (63:1a, 34:6b), we can see that Jesus’ future "Touchdown" back on earth will be at or near Bozrah (in Jordan), which is the ancient capital city of Edom and is about 26 miles south-southeast of the Dead Sea, near Petra.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Evidently, there will be a secondary rapture (catching up) of saved believers, just before Jesus descends to earth, at the end of the 70th Week (Revelation 14:14-16).  

· Immediately thereafter, those who are left will be gathered, thrown "Into the great winepress of God’s wrath," and "Trampled in the winepress" (14:17-20).

· Jesus Himself who will "Tread" these "Ripe grapes" of armies of the nations.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Yet another Old Testament prophet, Joel, had a similar observation about swinging a sickle to harvest these wicked "Grapes," to be trampled in the winepress (Joel 3:13).  

· Joel indicated that this would take place in the Valley of Jehoshaphat (3:12), which is a valley along the eastern edge of Jerusalem, next to the Mount of Olives.  

· This "Treading of the winepress" is not  the Battle of Armageddon, nor is it associated with the Plain of Megiddo.

Gog and Magog Theories

· The Valley of Jehoshaphat is the primary location where Jesus will destroy the armies of the Gog/Magog nations attacking Jerusalem.  

· These are not the armies of the Antichrist; the latter will be destroyed as they are gathered on the Plain of Megiddo, with the intent of going to Jerusalem to attack Jesus—after He has returned and is sitting on His throne in Jerusalem.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Joel also wrote,

· I will gather all nations and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat.  There I will enter into judgment against them concerning my inheritance, my people Israel, for they scattered my people among the nations and divided up my land (Joel 3:2).

· This is a parallel description to passages written by Ezekiel, Isaiah, and Zechariah:

Gog and Magog Theories

· Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say to Gog: "This is what the Sovereign LORD says: In that day, when my people Israel are living in safety, will you not take notice of it?  You will come from your place in the far north, you and many nations with you, all of them riding on horses, a great horde, a mighty army.  You will advance against my people Israel like a cloud that covers the land.  In days to come, O Gog, I will bring you against my land, so that the nations may know me when I show myself holy through you before their eyes. ... I will execute judgment upon him…" (Ezekiel 38:14-16,22a).

Gog and Magog Theories

· But your many enemies will become like fine dust, the ruthless hordes like blown chaff.  Suddenly, in an instant, the LORD Almighty will come with thunder and earthquake and great noise, with windstorm and tempest and flames of a devouring fire.  Then the hordes of all the nations that fight against Ariel, that attack her and her fortress and besiege her, will be as it is with a dream, with a vision in the night... (Isaiah 29:5-7).

Gog and Magog Theories

· I will gather all the nations to Jerusalem to fight against it; the city will be captured, the houses ransacked, and the women raped.  Half of the city will go into exile, but the rest of the people will not be taken from the city.  Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations, as he fights in the day of battle (Zechariah 14:2,3).

Gog and Magog Theories

· The great supper of God

· After John’s reference to the treading of the winepress, he described how all the birds flying in midair will be told,

· Come, gather together for the great supper of God, so that you may eat the flesh of kings, generals, and mighty men, of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, small and great (Revelation 19:17,18).

Gog and Magog Theories

· This description parallels that which was written by Ezekiel (in one of his God/Magog passages) :

· "Assemble and come together from all around to the sacrifice I am preparing for you, the great sacrifice on the mountains of Israel.  There you will eat flesh and drink blood.  You will eat the flesh of mighty men and drink the blood of the princes of the earth....  At my table you will eat your fill of horses and riders, mighty men and soldiers of every kind," declares the Sovereign LORD (Ezekiel 39:17,18a,20).

Gog and Magog Theories

· The Lord known by all

· Soon after the Lord Jesus returns to earth at the end of the 70th Week, the whole world (including the Antichrist) will know about it, and He will become the Lord of Israel forever (Ezekiel 38:23, 39:21,22,28).  

· At that time, the Lord will pour out His Spirit on Israel:

· I will no longer hide my face from them, for I will pour out my Spirit on the house of Israel, declares the Sovereign LORD (Ezekiel 39:29).

Gog and Magog Theories

· The Old Testament prophet Zechariah also described how God would pour out His spirit on the house of David (Israel):

· And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication.  They will look on me [Jesus], the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son (Zechariah 12:10).

Gog and Magog Theories

· Zechariah described, as well, how the nations will be gathered against Israel, in particular Jerusalem, at that future time (Zechariah 12:2,3, 14:2).  

· Then, the Lord (Jesus) will come to attack and destroy all those who have attacked Jerusalem (12:9, 14:3).  

· On that day, and forevermore thereafter, "The LORD will be king over the whole earth.  

· On that day there will be one LORD, and his name the only name" (14:9).

Gog and Magog Theories

· Gog-Magog then the Battle of Armageddon

· "I [Ted Montgomery] have shown what I believe will occur in conjunction with Jesus’ physical return to earth.  John described how Jesus will be treading th winepress in a great carnage (which will destroy Gog and those from the nations who have helped him attack Jerusalem and Israel).  

· Following that will be the gorging of the fallen armies by the birds of the air (Ezekiel 39:17-20; Revelation 19:15c-18).

Gog and Magog Theories

· After this, John began a new section with the word "Then" (in the NIV).  

· I believe that what follows is a depiction of what will occur next:  The Antichrist (or "Beast" ), along with "The kings of the earth and their armies," will gather together and take their stand against the Anointed One (Psalm 2:2)—"The rider on the horse and His army" (that is, Jesus and the glorified saints who have returned with him 30 days earlier, all of whom will be located in Jerusalem at the time).  

Gog and Magog Theories

· But all the attackers will be destroyed (Revelation 19:19-21) while they are congregated at Armageddon (16:16-21).

· The ten kings, allied with the beast/Antichrist, will have received authority "For one hour" (Revelation 17:12).  

· Just as the length of one hour, on the face of a circular clock, is one-twelfth of the circle, one-twelfth of a year of twelve months is one month.

Gog and Magog Theories

· As such, this could correspond to the 30 days following the return of Jesus and the saints back to earth, during which the Bowl Judgments will be poured out on the kingdom of the beast (16:10).

· As explained before, the forces of Gog and Magog and all the nations with them will attack Israel  and Jerusalem (Ezekiel 38:15,16,18; Zechariah 12:3,9, 14:2). 

Gog and Magog Theories

· On the other hand, the Antichrist ("Beast") and the "Kings along with the beast," once they have have gathered at Armageddon (Revelation 16:16), will be planning to make war specifically against the Lamb (Jesus); however, the Lamb will overcome them because He is Lord of lords and King of kings (17:12-14, 19:19-21).

Gog and Magog Theories

· The "King" (Antichrist) who exalts and magnifies himself (Daniel 11:36) ultimately will pitch his tents between the (Mediterranean) sea and the "Holy mountain"  Two other translations read as follows:

· And he shall plant the tents of his palace between the sea and the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him (Daniel 11:45—American Standard Version).
Gog and Magog Theories

· In Jerusalem, after Jesus returns, He will be at His millennial Temple and Holy Mountain (probably the Mount of Olives after it has risen up, due to a great earthquake—Zechariah 14:4,5).  The Antichrist and his forces will gather in the plains of Megiddo (between the Mediterranean Sea and Jerusalem), taking a final stand against Jesus.  

· But Jesus will come out and destroy them all.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Zechariah noted, "Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations, as he fights in the day of battle" (Zechariah 14:3).  

· I believe this well could mean that the Lord will fight against the forces of Gog who have come against Jerusalem, just as, 30 days later, He will fight against the armies of the Antichrist at the Battle of Armageddon, the final battle.

Gog and Magog Theories

· During the 30 days following Jesus’ return to earth, He will be in Jerusalem, and the Bowl Judgments will be poured out upon the kingdom of the Antichrist.  

· As a result, those being afflicted by the plagues will suffer greatly and will curse God (Revelation 16:8-11,21).  

· The enraged kings and rulers, with their armies (all who follow the Antichrist), will gather together against God’s Anointed One—that is, the Messiah, Jesus.

Gog and Magog Theories

· He is the King that will be installed on the holy hill in "Zion"—that is, in Jerusalem (Psalm 2:1-6):

· Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain?  The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed One.  "Let us break their chains," they say, "And throw off their fetters."  The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.  Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, "I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill".

Gog and Magog Theories

· While the Antichrist "Beast," the False Prophet "Beast" (Revelation 13:11-17), the kings, and all their armies are gathered at Armageddon to make war against the Lord Jesus, He suddenly will "Come like a thief" (16:15a), and destroy the bulk of them (19:20,21) at the so-called Battle of Armageddon.  

· In reality, this battle will be completely one-sided.  

· Then Jesus the Christ (Messiah) will rule and reign in righteousness on the earth for 1,000 years (20:1-6).

Gog and Magog Theories

· Some believe that Gog and the Antichrist are the same person and that there is only one huge battle at the end of the 70th Week.  

· I disagree, because clearly the human leader Gog will be given "A burial place in Israel" (Ezekiel 39:11), plus the spirit of Gog evidently will return 1,000 years later to inhabit another man for yet another battle (Revelation 20:7,8).

Gog and Magog Theories

· However, following the Battle of Armageddon, the Antichrist "Beast" (along with the False Prophet) will be "Thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur" (19:20).

Gog and Magog Theories

· In the brief prophecy given to Daniel, there still is an accounting to be made for the period of 1,335 days (Daniel 12:12).  

· So far, an explanation has been given for 1,260 days of that period, as well as for 30 days beyond that (for a total of 1,290 days).  However, there still are an additional 45 days for which to account.

· As stated before, I believe that Jesus will return to earth, at the end of the 70th Week, on a Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Beginning with Yom Kippur (occurring in late September or early October) as day #1, and counting forward, it can be seen that the first day of Hanukkah (Chanukah), or the Feast of Dedication, is day #75.  

· Hanukkah is an 8-day festival of lights (always in December), celebrating the rededication of the ancient Jewish temple in Jerusalem after it had been desecrated by the Syrians.  

· At that time, the lamps miraculously stayed lit for eight days while the temple was being rededicated, though there was enough oil for only one night’s light.

Gog and Magog Theories

· After Jesus comes back to Jerusalem, a new Millennial Temple (see Ezekiel chapters 40–47) will be constructed.   

· It would make sense, then, that the new, glorious Temple will be dedicated on Hanukkah, which will be on the 75th day following Jesus’ return to rule and reign—1,335 days after the midpoint of the 70th week (in fulfillment of Daniel 12:12) and 45 days after the defeat of the Antichrist and his armies at the Battle of Armageddon.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Next week we will identify "Gog and Magog" and analyze the various texts to compare and contrast the participants in the 3 End Time Wars:

· Psalm 83/Damascus, 

· Gog and Magog, 

· Armageddon.

