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Revelation 6, The Red Horse and The Gog and Magog Timing Theories

Revelation Chapter 6

· Rev 6:1 And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures saying with a voice like thunder: "Come." 2 And I saw, and look, a white horse, and he that sat on it had a bow and a [Victors] crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer.

Revelation Chapter 6

· 3 And when he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say,"Come."

· 6 4 And another horse went out, a red one. And to him who sat on it authority was given to take peace from the earth, so that they might slay one another; and there was given to him a large sword.

Revelation Chapter 6

· 5 And when he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, "Come." And I saw, and look, a black horse, and he that sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 

· 6 And I heard as it were a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, "A quart of wheat for a denarius and three quarts of barley for a denarius, but do not damage the oil and the wine."
Revelation Chapter 6

· 7 And when he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, 'Come."

· 8 And I saw, and look, a pale horse, and he that sat on it had the name Death, and Hades followed after him. And there was given to them authority over the fourth part of the earth to kill with a sword, and famine, and disease, and by the wild beasts of the earth.

Revelation Chapter 6 - Red Horse

· We are now studying the Second Seal, the Red Horse:

· Revelation 6:3 And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see.

· 6:4 And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword.
Gog and Magog Theories

· Our task, as much as it is possible, is to identify which of the 3 End Time Wars are in view with the Red Horse.

· Is it: 

· The Oracle of Damascus War

· The Gog-Magog War

· The Battle of Armageddon

· If my theory of the White Horse/Damascus War is correct, then we are left with 2 wars to consider.

· We will do so by exploring Ezekiel 38 and 39 and the Gog-Magog Timing Theories:

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· AND THE word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2  Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of yMagog, the prince of Rosh, of Meshech, and of Tubal, and prophesy against him, 3  And say, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I am against you, O Gog, chief prince (ruler) of Rosh, of Meshech, and of Tubal. 4  And I will turn you back and put hooks into your jaws, and I will bring you forth and all your army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed in full armor, a great company with buckler and shield, all of them handling swords -

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 5  Persia, Cush, and Put or Libya with them, all of them with shield and helmet, 6  Gomer and all his hordes, the house of Togarmah in the uttermost parts of the north and all his hordes - many people are with you. 7  You [Gog] be prepared; yes, prepare yourself, you and all your companies that are assembled about you, and you be a guard and a commander for them.

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 8  After many days you shall be visited and mustered [for service]; in the latter years you shall go against the land that is restored from the ravages of the sword, where people are gathered out of many nations upon the mountains of Israel, which had been a continual waste; but its [people] are brought forth out of the nations and they shall dwell securely, all of them. [Isa. 24:22.]9  You shall ascend and come like a storm; you shall be like a cloud to cover the land, you and all your hosts and many people with you.

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 10  Thus says the Lord God: At the same time thoughts shall come into your mind, and you will devise an evil plan. 11  And you will say, I will go up against an open country [the land of unwalled villages]; I will fall upon those who are at rest, who dwell securely, all of them dwelling without walls and having neither bars nor gates, 12  To take spoil and prey, to turn your hand upon the desolate places now inhabited and assail the people gathered out of the nations, who have obtained livestock and goods, who dwell at the center of the earth [Palestine]. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 13  Sheba and Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish, with all their lionlike cubs [or satellite areas], shall say to you, Have you come to take spoil? Have you gathered your hosts to take the prey? To carry away silver and gold, to take away livestock and goods, to take a great spoil? 14  Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say to Gog, Thus says the Lord God: In that day when My people Israel dwell securely, will you not know it and be aroused? 15  And you will come from your place out of the uttermost parts of the north, you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great host, a mighty army. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 16  And you shall come up against My people Israel like a cloud to cover the land. In the latter days I will bring you against My land, that the nations may know, understand, and realize Me when My holiness shall be vindicated through you [vindicated and honored in your overwhelming destruction], O Gog, before their eyes. 17  Thus says the Lord God: Are you he of whom I have spoken in olden times by My servants the prophets of Israel, who prophesied in those days for years that I would bring you [Gog] against them? 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 18  But in that day when Gog shall come against the land of Israel, says the Lord God, My wrath shall come up into My nostrils. 19  For in My jealousy and in the fire of My wrath have I said, Surely in that day there shall be a great shaking or cosmic catastrophe in the land of Israel, 20  So that the fishes of the sea and the birds of the heavens, the beasts of the field and all creeping things that creep upon the earth, and all the men that are upon the face of the earth, shall tremble and shake at My presence; 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· and the mountains shall be thrown down and the steep places shall fall and every wall [natural or artificial] shall fall to the ground. 

· 21  And I will call for a sword against [Gog] throughout all My mountains, says the Lord God, every man痴 sword shall be against his brother [over the dividing of booty]. 22  And with pestilence and with bloodshed will I enter into judgment with [Gog], and I will rain upon him and upon his hordes and upon the many peoples that are with him torrents of rain and great hailstones, fire and brimstone. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· [Ps. 11:6.]23  Thus will I demonstrate My greatness and My holiness, and I will be recognized, understood, and known in the eyes of many nations; yes, they shall know that I am the Lord [the Sovereign Ruler, Who calls forth loyalty and obedient service].  

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· CHAPTER 39

· AND YOU, son of man, prophesy against Gog, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I am against you, O Gog, chief prince (ruler) of Rosh, of Meshech, and of Tubal. 2  And I will turn you about and will lead you on, and will cause you to come up from the uttermost parts of the north and will lead you against the mountains of Israel; 3  And I will smite your bow from your left hand and will cause your arrows to fall out of your right hand. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 4  You shall fall [dead] upon the mountains of Israel, you and all your hosts and the peoples who are with you. I will give you to the ravenous birds of every sort and to the beasts of the field to be devoured.

· 5  You shall fall in the open field, for I have spoken [it], says the Lord God. 6  I will send fire on Magog and upon those who dwell securely in the coastlands, and they shall know, understand, and realize that I am the Lord [the Sovereign Ruler, Who calls forth loyalty and obedient service]. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 7  And I will make My holy name known in the midst of My people Israel, and I will not let them profane My holy name any more; and the nations shall know, understand, and realize that I am the Lord, the Holy One of Israel. 8  Behold, it is coming and it will be done, says the Lord God; that is the day of which I have spoken. 9  And [when you, Gog, are no longer] they who dwell in the cities of Israel shall go forth and shall set on fire and burn the battle gear, the shields and the bucklers, the bows and the arrows, the handspikes or riding whips and the spears; and they shall burn them as fuel for seven years,

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 10  So that My people shall take no firewood out of the field or cut down any out of the forests, for they shall make their fires of the weapons. And they shall despoil those who despoiled them and plunder those who plundered them, says the Lord God. 11  And in that day, I will give to Gog a place for burial there in Israel, the valley of those who pass through on the east side in front of the [Dead] Sea [the highway between Syria, Petra, and Egypt], and it will delay and stop those who pass through. And there shall they zbury Gog and all his multitude, and they shall call it the Valley of Hamon-gog [multitude of Gog]. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 12  For seven months the house of Israel will be burying them, that they may cleanse the land. 13  Yes, all the people of the land will bury them, and it shall bring them renown in the day that I shall be glorified, says the Lord God. 14  And they shall set apart men to work continually who shall pass through the land, men commissioned to bury, with the help of those who are passing by, those bodies that lie unburied on the face of the ground, in order to cleanse the land. After the end of seven months they shall make their search. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 15  And when these pass through the land and anyone sees a human bone, he shall set up a marker by it as a sign to the buriers, until they have buried it in the Valley of Hamon-gog or of Gog痴 multitude. 16  And Hamonah [multitude] shall also be the name of the city [of the dead]. Thus shall they cleanse the land. 17  And you, son of man, thus says the Lord God: Say to the birds of prey of every sort and to every beast of the field…

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· Assemble yourselves and come, gather from every side to the sacrificial feast that I am preparing for you, even a great sacrificial feast on the mountains of Israel at which you may eat flesh and drink blood.

· 18  You shall eat the flesh of the mighty and drink the blood of the princes of the earth, of rams, of lambs, of goats, and of bullocks, all of them fatlings of Bashan [east of the Jordan]. 19  And you shall eat fat till you are filled and drink blood till you are drunk at the sacrificial feast which I am preparing for you. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 20  And you shall be filled at My table with horses and riders, with mighty men, and with soldiers of every kind, says the Lord God. 21  And I will manifest My honor and glory among the nations, and all the nations shall see My judgment and justice [in the punishment] which I have executed and My hand which I have laid on them. 22  So the house of Israel shall know, understand, and realize beyond all question that I am the Lord their God from that day forward. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 23  And the nations shall know, understand, and realize positively that the house of Israel went into captivity for their iniquity, because they trespassed against Me; and I hid My face from them. So I gave them into the hand of their enemies and they all fell [into captivity or were slain] by the power of the sword. [Deut. 31:17.]24  According to their uncleanness and according to their transgressions I dealt with them and hid My face from them. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 25  Therefore thus says the Lord God: Now will I reverse the captivity of Jacob and have mercy upon the whole house of Israel and will be jealous for My holy name. 26  They shall forget their shame and self-reproach and all their treachery and unfaithfulness in which they have transgressed against Me, when they dwell securely in their land and there is none who makes them afraid. 27  When I have brought them again from the peoples and gathered them out of their enemies' lands, and My justice and holiness are set apart and vindicated through them in the sight of many nations, 

Ezekiel 38 and 39

· 28  Then shall they know, understand, and realize positively that I am the Lord their God, because I sent them into captivity and exile among the nations and then gathered them to their own land. I will leave none of them remaining among the nations any more [in the latter days]. 29  Neither will I hide My face any more then from them, when I have poured out My Spirit upon the house of Israel, says the Lord God.

Ezekiel 38 and 39

Gog and Magog Theories

· Timing Gog-Magog: General
· By Nathan Jones

· In this series of articles called Timing Gog-Magog we are looking to the Bible to discover when the great battle the prophet Ezekiel described in Ezekiel 38 and 39 is going to take place.

Gog and Magog Theories

· [The] Gog-Magog Battle involves a coalition of nations led by a ruler from the ancient lands once covered by the former Soviet Union and modern-day Turkey which consist of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Russia, Turkey, Iran, Sudan, Libya, and possibly Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Algeria and Tunisia.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Magog = Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan (and possibly Afghanistan)

· Rosh = Russia [Alternative view later]

· Meshech + Tubal + Gomer + Beth-togarmah = Turkey (and possibly Azerbaijan, Armenia)

· Persia = Iran

· Ethiopia = Sudan

· Put = Libya (and possibly Algeria, Tunisia)

Gog and Magog Theories

· Noticeably absent from this list of Middle Eastern nations are those surrounding modern-day Israel, such as Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt, Gaza, the Arab nations and Iraq. 

· Ezekiel 38:13 describes these nations as just observing, for many of them originate as "Sheba and Dedan [Arab nations] and the merchants of Tarshish and all her villages."

Gog and Magog Theories

· Why these nations are not also actively involved in the Gog-Magog Battle is open to speculation, but a Psalm 83 scenario where Israel has subjugated their surrounding neighbors previous to the Gog-Magog invasion so that they are finally in the peaceful situation Ezekiel describes (Ezek. 38:11) is the most likely possibility.

Gog and Magog Theories

· [Gog and Magog] are united in their fervor to loot and destroy Israel. 

· The invading coalition comes to the mountains of Israel to discover not an easy victory, but a setup by God who utterly destroys them with violent weather. 

· The supernatural defeat of the invading hordes reveals to the world that God is real and indeed protects the nation of Israel.

· Israel spends the next seven months burying the dead invaders and seven years expending the leftover fuel and weapons.

Gog and Magog Theories

· For our study of the … views of when the Gog-Magog Battle could take place, we're going to utilize what [Nathan Jones] believe[s] is the best written book on the subject — Northern Storm Rising by Dr. Ron Rhodes. Dr. Rhodes is the president of Reasoning From the Scriptures Ministries, author of over 40 books, and was the Bible Answer Man before Hank Hanegraaff.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Dr. Rhodes is an expert on the Gog-Magog Battle, and his book excellently lays out each timing view's pros and cons.

· While there is debate on the specific timing of the Gog-Magog Battle, the student of Bible prophecy can be positive about the general timing. 

· General timing is clearly spelled out in Ezekiel's account as events that must happen to set the stage for the battle.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 1) The first general timing clue is Ezekiel's use of the terms "latter years" (Ezek 38:8) and "last days" (Ezek. 38:16). 

· The Gog-Magog Battle must happen in the prophetic scheme of the end times as it relates to the nation of Israel.

· The key verse to understanding what these terms mean is Deuteronomy 4:30 which reads

Gog and Magog Theories

· "When you are in distress and all these things have happened to you, then in later days you will return to the LORD your God and obey him." 

· "Distress" is also translated as "Tribulation." 

· It is the Tribulation of Daniel's 70th week that brings the Jewish people as a nation back into the belief in God, and later to accept Yeshua as their Messiah.

Gog and Magog Theories

· The Tribulation leading up to the Millennial reign of Christ is what the Old Testament prophets consistently and repeatedly taught about. 

· And so, we can know from these key phrases that the Gog-Magog Battle happens in relation to the Tribulation and Millennial Kingdom.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 2) [The Coalition] Never in the history of the Middle East have the nations described in the coalition been united in an attack against Israel. 

· [At] no time has such a specific group of nations been destroyed by inclimate weather. 

· And, in no time in history has Israel named a valley Hamon Gog (Ezek. 39:11), nor the adjoining town called Hamonah existed where the Jews buried the invaders. 

· History just does not show such a battle has ever happened, which only leaves a future timing for it to occur.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 3) The third general timing clue is given in Ezekiel 36 and 37 — the regathering of the Jewish people back into their homeland "from all the countries" (Ezek. 36:24) of the world. 

· Like the dry bones reanimated into a living person that Ezekiel envisioned, Israel did indeed become a nation once again on May 14, 1948, after nearly 1900 years since the Romans destroyed Jerusalem in 70 A.D and scattered the Jewish people across the globe.

Gog and Magog Theories

· After all these centuries, this prophecy has been fulfilled in our modern generation. 

· Because this prophecy has been fulfilled and Israel is a nation once more, that piece of the set-up is in place for the prophecy concerning the Gog-Magog Battle to begin.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 4) The fourth general timing clue involves the developments nationally that have to occur to make the nations of the coalition unite in an invasion of Isreal. 

· Two factors have made this coalition possible today. 

· The first is the religion of Islam uniting these nations in satanic hatred of the Jewish people. 

· The second is the economic bounty that Israel now has with its revitalized land and newly discovered gas deposits.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Today, the nations of the coalition are united in the single purpose of destroying Israel and plundering its wealth. 

· The daily news is resplendent [sic] with stories in support that this general timing clue has been fulfilled in just the last few years.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 5) The fifth and only unfulfilled general timing clue is given in Ezekiel 38:11 which reads, "You will say, 'I will invade a land of unwalled villages; I will attack a peaceful and unsuspecting people — all of them living without walls and without gates and bars.'" 

· Israel must be living without walls, peacefully and unsuspecting of an attack.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Israel today lives in constant fear of attack and is always prepared for an invasion by the 60-plus million hostile Muslims surrounding their borders. 

· Because of this most unpeaceful climate, this part of the prophecy cannot have yet been fulfilled. 

· Perhaps a Psalm 83 scenario where Israel has subjugated their surrounding neighbors previous to the Gog-Magog invasion so that they are finally in the peaceful situation Ezekiel describes is the most likely possibility.

Gog and Magog Theories

· With general timing pointing to the fulfillment of the Gog-Magog Battle in relation to the Tribulation and Millennial Kingdom, we will try to pin down a more specific timing in the next installment of this series called Before the Tribulation.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Timing Gog-Magog: Before the Tribulation

· By Nathan Jones

· In this series of articles called Timing Gog-Magog, we are looking to the Bible to discover when the great battle the prophet Ezekiel described in Ezekiel 38 and 39 is going to take place.

Gog and Magog Theories

· We'll continue with the study of the views that place the Gog-Magog Battle before the Tribulation, looking at what each view believes are their pros and cons. 

· The following two views [rely] heavily on the Pre-Tribulation Rapture viewpoint.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Before Both the Rapture and the Tribulation
· Supporters of this view are Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins of the Left Behind series, and Joel Rosenberg who wrote the currently popular Epicenter.

· Pros:

· 1) Israel using seven years to utilize the weaponry of the invaders for fuel (Ezek. 39:9) matches the seven years "Seventieth Week of Daniel" (Dan. 9:27) that the Tribulation will last.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 2) With the Muslim world in ruins and their faith in Allah shattered from their defeat in the Gog-Magog Battle, the Muslim world would no longer be an impediment for the Jews to rebuild the Temple which the Antichrist will later desecrate (Dan. 9:27 and 2 Thess. 2:3-4).

Gog and Magog Theories

· 3) God declaring Himself to the world is in character with His willingness to warn the world before impending judgment. 

· A great multitude could come to God before the Rapture due to God revealing Himself more fully by His victory in the Gog-Magog Battle, and so more would be included in the Rapture and avoid the wrath of the Tribulation.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Cons:

· 1) Placing the invasion before the Rapture would contradict the first general time clue of the terms "latter years" (Ezek. 38:8) and "last days" (Ezek. 38:16). 

· Old Testament prophets like Ezekiel used these terms to indicate a specific "time of Jacob's trouble" for Israel, which is the Tribulation.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 2) Placing the invasion before the Rapture would contradict the fifth general time clue which tells of Israel living in unsuspecting peace before the attack. 

· Unless the peace is derived from a Psalm 83 scenario where Israel has subjugated its surrounding neighbors, true peace may only come to Israel by the peace covenant made between the Antichrist and Israel (Dan. 9:27). 

· That covenant starts the seven year countdown of the Tribulation.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 3) The New Testament teaching that no prophetic event has to occur before the Rapture, called "imminency." 

· Imminency precludes such prophetic events like the Gog-Magog Battle from happening before the Rapture.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 4) The removal of the "Restrainer" (2 Thes. 2:6-8) causes the Antichrist to emerge. 

· Because the Church is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 3:16), the Rapture has to happen before the Antichrist can come on the scene and provide the peace Israel's looking for.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 5) A timing problem exists for Israel in that midway through the Tribulation the Antichrist's abomination in the newly built Temple will cause the Jews to flee into the desert (Matt. 24:15-16). 

· The Jews will no longer have access to the Gog-Magog invader's weapons to burn. 

· And so, the seven years of Tribulation can no longer match the seven years of burning the weapons.

Gog and Magog Theories

· After the Rapture but Before the Tribulation
· A popular supporter of this view is Dr. Tommy Ice of the Pre-Trib Research Center.

· Pros:

· 1) With the world in chaos from a Pre-Tribulation Rapture, Russia and its Muslim coalition could seize the opportunity to attack a friendless Israel.

· 2) With the Muslim Gog-Magog nations out of the picture just before the Tribulation, the Antichrist would have an easier time of making good on a peace covenant with Israel.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 3) With the more Christianized nations in tatters due to a Pre-Tribulation Rapture and the Islamic world in ruins from the Gog-Magog Battle, the remaining European world power could fill the vacuum in the Middle East. 

Gog and Magog Theories

· By making a peace treaty with Israel and easily conquering the lands of the once Middle-Eastern Muslim countries, the Roman Empire could truly be revived once more. 

· The only remaining world powers would be East-Asian, and the Bible records their continued existence (though under the control of the Antichrist) until the end of the Tribulation (Rev. 16:12).

· 4) With the Muslim world in tatters, Israel would have no resistance to their rebuilding the Temple.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 5) The Rapture does not start the Tribulation, but rather the signing of the peace covenant between the Antichrist and Israel does (Dan. 9:27). 

· This fact would allow a 3 1/2 year or more time delay between the Rapture and the Tribulation, giving Israel the full seven years to burn the weapons from the Gog-Magog Battle before being forced to flee into the desert (Matt. 24:15-16).

Gog and Magog Theories

· Cons:

· 1) Placing the invasion before the Tribulation would contradict the first general time clue of the terms "latter years" (Ezek. 38:8) and "last days" (Ezek. 38:16). 

· Old Testament prophets like Ezekiel used these terms to indicate the specific "time of Jacob's trouble" for Israel, which is the Tribulation.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 2) The peaceful precondition of Ezekiel 38:11 in which Israel has to be living unsuspecting and in peace before the Gog-Magog Battle may only occur because of the peace covenant with the Antichrist, who can't be revealed until the Tribulation begins.

Gog and Magog Theories

· During the Tribulation

· The following views place the Gog-Magog Battle during the Tribulation. 

· In the First Half or Middle of the Tribulation 

· Supporters of this view are John F. Walvoord, J. Dwight Pentecost, Charles Ryrie, Herman Hoyt and Mark Hitchcock.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Pros:

· 1) The fifth general timing clue (Ezek. 38:11) that requires Israel living unsuspecting and in peace before the Gog-Magog Battle could easily be attained by the peace covenant the Antichrist makes with Israel that starts the seven year countdown of the Tribulation (Dan. 9:27).

Gog and Magog Theories

· 2) With the more christianized nations in tatters due to a Pre-Tribulation Rapture and the Islamic world in ruins from the Gog-Magog Battle, the remaining European world power could fill the vacuum in the Middle East and fully revive the Roman Empire. The only remaining world powers would be East-Asian, and the Bible records their continued existence (though under the control of the Antichrist) until the end of the Tribulation (Rev. 16:12).

Gog and Magog Theories

· 3) By placing the timing of the Gog-Magog Battle early in the Tribulation, the defeat and disillusionment of Muslims worldwide would destroy the strength of Islam. With the Church removed in a Pre-Tribulation Rapture, Christianity would also be removed. The resulting polytheistic and pantheistic religions would integrate well into the apostate one-world religion that the False Prophet promotes (Rev. 13:11-15).

Gog and Magog Theories

· The only monotheistic religions left to reject the Antichrist would be Judaism and the newly growing Jesus movement, both of which the Antichrist persecutes greatly during the second half of the Tribulation (Rev. 6:11).

Gog and Magog Theories

· Cons:

· 1) Ezekiel 39:9 describes Israel burning the invading enemies weapons for seven years. Placing the Gog-Magog Battle at any time during the Tribulation would push the burning right into the Millennial Kingdom. With Jesus then present to provide everyone's needs, the curse partially lifted (Isa. 11:8) and the Earth reformatted by earthquakes (Rev. 6:12-14; 16:17-21), there would be no need for Israel to have to burn any weapons for fuel.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 2) The tremendous persecution of the Jews during the second half of the Tribulation would not grant them the freedom to bury the invaders dead bodies for seven months (Ezek. 39:12) unless the Gog-Magog Battle occurred earlier than the mid-point.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 3) If the Gog-Magog Battle happened closer to the mid-point, the question is raised as to why God would rescue Israel so dramatically from the Gog-Magog nations only to hand Israel immediately over to the intense persecution by the Antichrist.

Gog and Magog Theories

· At the End of the Tribulation (Armageddon) Supporters of this view believe the Gog-Magog Battle and the final battle of Armageddon are one and the same.

· Pros:

· 1) Both the Gog-Magog Battle (Ezek. 38-39) and the Battle of Armageddon (Rev. 19:19) are described as taking place during the first general timing clue "latter years" (Ezek. 38:8) and "last days" (Ezek. 38:16) of the Tribulation.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 2) Ezekiel 39:4,17-20 and Revelation 19:17-18 both describe dead invaders being eaten by birds and wild animals.

· 3) Ezekiel 39:22,29 declare at the defeat of the Gog-Magog invasion Israel will again acknowledge God. These references if coupled with Zechariah 12:10 explaining an acknowledgment by Israel of their true Messiah at the end of the Tribulation would make the Gog-Magog Battle and Armageddon one and the same, if the acknowledgment of God the Father and Jesus the Messiah are also one and the same.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Cons:

· 1) The players in the two battles do not match. The Gog-Magog Battle involves the specific nations of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Russia, Turkey, Iran, Sudan, Libya, and possibly Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Algeria and Tunisia against Israel (Ezek. 38:1-6). The references to Armageddon include the nations of the entire earth against Israel (Joel 3:2; Zeph. 3:8; Zech. 12:3; 14:2).

Gog and Magog Theories

· 2) The locations described for the two battles do not match. Armageddon takes place in a valley — the Valley of Jezreel by the plain of Megiddo (Judges 5:19; 2 Kings 23:29; 2 Chron. 35:22; Zech. 12:11). Ezekiel 38:8 describes the Gog-Magog Battle taking place on the mountains — the "mountains of Israel."

Gog and Magog Theories

· 3) The account of the defeat of the invaders does not match. The Gog-Magog invaders are defeated by God who uses "torrents of rain, hailstones and burning sulfur" as well as in-fighting (Ezek. 38:22). The invading nations at Armageddon are defeated by Jesus who uses "a sharp sword" from His mouth, meaning mere words (Rev. 19:15).

Gog and Magog Theories

· 4) The peaceful precondition of Ezekiel 38:11 in which Israel has to be living unsuspecting and in peace before the Gog-Magog Battle (Ezek. 38:11) cannot exist under the Great Tribulation by the Antichrist.

· 5) Ezekiel 38:13 describes some nations questioning the Gog-Magog invasion. At Armageddon, all the nations are involved in the invasion so none protest (Joel 3:2; Zeph. 3:8; Zech. 12:3; 14:2).

Gog and Magog Theories

· 6) Ezekiel 39:9 describes Israel burning the invading enemies weapons for seven years. Placing the Gog-Magog Battle at the end of the Tribulation would push the burning right into the Millennial Kingdom. With Jesus then present to provide everyone's needs, the curse partially lifted (Isa. 11:8) and the Earth reformatted by earthquakes (Rev. 6:12-14; 16:17-21), there would be no need for Israel to have to burn any weapons for fuel.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 7) The leaders of the invasions are not the same. Gog is the prince and ruler of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal (Ezek. 38:3). The invading leader at Armageddon is the Beast who controls the whole earth. While it is known that Satan the Dragon possesses the Antichrist (Rev. 13:2), it is unknown if Gog is possessed by Satan.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 8) The armies find themselves fighting two different opponents. The Gog-Magog invaders look to conquer a peacefully unsuspecting Israel (Ezek. 38:11). The Armageddon invaders gather to make war against the returned King — Jesus Christ (Rev. 19:19).

Gog and Magog Theories

· Timing Gog-Magog: Millennial Kingdom

· We'll continue by looking at three views that place the Gog-Magog Battle in relation to Jesus Christ's 1,000 year reign on earth called the "Millennium Kingdom."

Gog and Magog Theories

· Between the Tribulation and the Millennium
· Supporters of this view place the events of Ezekiel 38 and 39 in an interlude time period between the Tribulation and the Millennial Kingdom.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Pros:

· 1) This is a consistent argument with the view that an interlude time period could exist between the Rapture and the Tribulation.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 2) The fifth general timing clue (Ezek. 38:11) that requires Israel living unsuspecting and in peace before the Gog-Magog Battle could easily be attained after Christ's Second Coming.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 3) An interlude time could be any length of time, granting the seven years given in Ezekiel 39:9 to Israel to burn the invading enemies' weapons for fuel.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Cons:

· 1) With Jesus having defeated all the armies of the world at Armageddon (Rev. 19:19), no army would be left to invade Israel so soon.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 2) With Jesus' return at the Second Coming, no Gog-Magog invasion would be needed to get Israel to again acknowledge God (Ezek. 39:22,29).

· 3) Only one interlude time is given in the Bible. Three time indicators are given describing 3 1/2 years of the Tribulation. Daniel 12:12 (NIV) reads, "Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days."

Gog and Magog Theories

· Revelation 11:2-3 reads, "But exclude the outer court; do not measure it, because it has been given to the Gentiles. They will trample on the holy city for 42 months. And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth."

· The difference between the two books is 75 days. 

· These 75 days will most likely be used by Jesus to judge the world in the Sheep/Goat Judgment (Matt. 25:31-46) and rebuild the planet.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 4) The interlude time limited to 75 days does not give Israel the seven months they need to bury the dead invaders' bodies from the Gog-Magog Battle (Ezek. 39:12).

Gog and Magog Theories

· 5) With Jesus present to provide everyone's needs, the curse partially lifted (Isa. 11:8) and the Earth reformatted by earthquakes (Rev. 6:12-14; 16:17-21), there would be no need for Israel to have to burn any weapons for fuel into the Millennium.

Gog and Magog Theories

· At the Beginning of the Millennium
· Supporters of this view, such as Arno Gaebelein, place the Gog-Magog Battle at the beginning of the 1,000 year reign of Christ.

· Pros:

· 1) The fifth general timing clue (Ezek. 38:11) that requires Israel living unsuspecting and in peace before the Gog-Magog Battle could easily be attained after Christ's Second Coming.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Cons:

· 1) With Jesus' return at the Second Coming, no Gog-Magog invasion would be needed to get Israel to again acknowledge God (Ezek. 39:22,29).

· 2) With Jesus having defeated all the armies of the world at Armageddon (Rev. 19:19), no army would be left to invade Israel so soon.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 3) No wicked people will have survived the Sheep/Goat Judgment (Jer. 25:32-33; Matt. 25:31-46; Rev. 19:15-18) to enter into the Millennial Kingdom to start a war. 

· Only believers who survived the Tribulation enter the Millennium and they have no reason to declare war on Christ.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 4) No weapons would be available to the invaders of the Gog-Magog Battle, nor be left to burn for seven years, for as Isaiah 2:4b states, "They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks."

Gog and Magog Theories

· 5) No war exists until the end of the Millennium. Isaiah 2:4b (NIV) describes the Millennium being a time of world peace — "Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore." 

· Revelation 20:7-9 describes the only war that will happen during the Millennium, and that is at the end of the thousand years when Satan is let loose from the pit to rally unbelievers in that age against Jesus Christ.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 6) With Jesus present to partially lift the curse (Isa. 11:8) and reformat the Earth from the ravages of the Tribulation (Rev. 6:12-14; 16:17-21), the Millennial Kingdom will begin in an almost holy state. Ezekiel 39:12 describes the land after the Gog-Magog Battle needing cleansing from the defilement of the dead invaders' bodies. Defilement contradicts the pristine condition the Millennial Kingdom will begin with.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 7) Islam will not exist during the Millennial Kingdom. The unifying theme today among the coalition of nations that attack Israel in the Gog-Magog Battle is their satanically inspired Islamic hatred of Israel and desire of its wealth. Since Satan will be bound (Rev. 20:1-3) while Jesus will be reigning directly over the Kingdom, no opposing satanic religion like Islam will exist to unite those nations during the Millennium.

Gog and Magog Theories

· 8) With Jesus' newly returned to rule from Jerusalem with "a rod of iron" (Ps. 2:9), no invader would dare invade Israel.

Gog and Magog Theories

· Next Week We Will Conclude Our Study of The Gog-Magog Timing Theories and Begin Our Study of The Identities of the Participants in the 3 Wars and Their Relationship to Current Geopolitical Events

