Antichrist and the End Times

AET-037 and 038: Revelation 6 the White Horse Parthian Theory

Revelation Chapter 6

· The Revelation prophecies, if interpreted literally, are readily seen to portray the events of Daniel’s seventieth week (Dan 9:27), and also the same events, in the same order, as described by our Lord in His Olivet Discourse (Matt 24:4–31). 

· Indeed, the Olivet Discourse makes a convenient outline for Revelation and is a useful key in interpreting much of this book.
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· Moreover, the Olivet Discourse demonstrates that our Lord was fully aware of the course of the future, even while He was on earth, and knew exactly how the Old Testament millennial prophecies will be fulfilled.

Matthew 24

· JESUS DEPARTED from the temple aarea and was going on His way when His disciples came up to Him to call His attention to the buildings of the temple and point them out to Him. 

· 2  But He answered them, Do you see all these? Truly I tell you, there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.  (Fulfilled AD 70)

Matthew 24

· 3  While He was seated on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately and said, Tell us, when will this take place, and what will be the sign of Your coming and of the end (the completion, the consummation) of the [Jewish] age? 
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· 4  Jesus answered them [the Preface], Be careful that no one misleads you [deceiving you and leading you into error]. 
· 5  For many will come in (on the strength of) My name [appropriating the name which belongs to Me], saying, I am the Christ (the Messiah), and they will lead many astray. [This Preface is not part of the answer to the question, per se.]
Matthew 24

· 6  [The answer begins:] And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not frightened or troubled, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. [White Horse]
· 7  For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, [Red Horse] and there will be famines [Black Horse] and earthquakes in place after place; 

· 8  All this is but the beginning [the early pains] of the cbirth pangs [of the dintolerable anguish]. 
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· 9  Then they will hand you over to suffer affliction and tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. 

· 10  And then many will be offended and repelled and will ebegin to distrust and desert [Him Whom they ought to trust and obey] and will stumble and fall away and betray one another and pursue one another with hatred. 

· 11  And many false prophets will rise up and deceive and lead many into error. 
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· 12  And the love of fthe great body of people will grow cold because of the multiplied lawlessness and iniquity, 

· 13  But he who endures to the end will be saved. 

· 14  And this good news of the kingdom (the Gospel) will be preached throughout the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then will come the end. 
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· 15  So when you see the appalling sacrilege [the abomination that astonishes and makes desolate], spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the Holy Place— [The Middle of the Tribulation] let the reader take notice and gponder and consider and heed [this]—[Dan. 9:27; 11:31; 12:11.]

· 16  Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains; 
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· 17  Let him who is on the housetop not come down and go into the house to take anything; 

· 18  And let him who is in the field not turn back to get his overcoat. 

· 19  And alas for the women who are pregnant and for those who have nursing babies in those days! 

· 20  Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. 
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· 21  For then there will be great tribulation [The Last Half of the Tribulation] (affliction, distress, and oppression) such as has not been from the beginning of the world until now—no, and never will be [again]. [Dan. 12:1; Joel 2:2.]

· 22  And if those days had not been shortened, no human being would endure and survive, but for the sake of the elect (God’s chosen ones - [Jewish Believers]) those days will be shortened. 

· 23  If anyone says to you then [While you're hiding], Behold, here is the Christ (the Messiah)! or, There He is!—do not believe it. 
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· 24  For false Christs and false prophets will arise, and they will show great signs and wonders so as to deceive and lead astray, if possible, even the elect (God’s chosen ones). 

· 25  See, I have warned you beforehand. 

· 26  So if they say to you, Behold, He is in the wilderness (desert)—do not go out there; if they tell you, Behold, He is in the secret places or inner rooms—do not believe it. 
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· 27  For just as the lightning flashes from the east and shines and his seen as far as the west, so will the coming of the Son of Man be. 

· 28  Wherever there is a fallen body (a corpse), there the vultures (or eagles) will flock together. [Job 39:30.] [Armageddon]

· 29  Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not shed its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. [Isa. 13:10; 34:4; Joel 2:10, 11; Zeph. 1:15.]
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· 30  Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn and ibeat their breasts and lament in anguish, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory [in brilliancy and splendor]. [Dan. 7:13; Rev. 1:7.]

· 31  And He will send out His angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather His elect (His chosen ones) from the four winds, [even] from one end of the juniverse to the other. [Isa. 27:13; Zech. 9:14.]
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· 32  From the fig tree learn this lesson: as soon as its kyoung shoots become soft and tender and it puts out its leaves, you know lof a surety that summer is near. [This led to the Nation of Israel in 1948 Theory]
· 33  So also when you see these signs, mall taken together, coming to pass, you may know nof a surety that He is near, at the very doors. 

· 34  Truly I tell you, this generation (othe whole multitude of people living at the same time, pin a definite, qgiven period) will not pass away till all these things rtaken together take place. 

Revelation Chapter 6

· 35  sSky and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away. 

· 36  But of that [exact] day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 

· 37  As were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

· 38  For just as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, [men] marrying and [women] being given in marriage, until the [very] day when Noah went into the ark, 
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· 39  And they did not know or understand until the flood came and swept them all away—so will be the coming of the Son of Man. [Gen. 6:5-8; 7:6-24.]

· 40  At that time two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 

· 41  Two women will be grinding at the hand mill; one will be taken and one will be left. 

· 42  Watch therefore [tgive strict attention, be cautious and active], for you do not know in what kind of a day [uwhether a near or remote one] your Lord is coming. 
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· 43  But understand this: had the householder known in what [part of the night, whether in a vnight or a morning] watch the thief was coming, he would have watched and would not have allowed his house to be wundermined and broken into. 

· 44  You also must be ready therefore, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not expect Him. 
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· 45  Who then is the faithful, thoughtful, and wise servant, whom his master has put in charge of his household to give to the others the food and supplies at the proper time? 

· 46  Blessed (happy, fortunate, and xto be envied) is that servant whom, when his master comes, he will find so doing. 

· 47  I solemnly declare to you, he will set him over all his possessions. 
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· 48  But if that servant is wicked and says to himself, My master is delayed and is going to be gone a long time, 

· 49  And begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with the drunken, 

· 50  The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour of which he is not aware, 

· 51  And will punish him [ycut him up by scourging] and put him with the pretenders (hypocrites); there will be weeping and grinding of teeth. 
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· When Jesus was asked, "What will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?" (Matt 24:3), He answered, saying that the following signs would precede these events:

· wars, rumors of wars

· Seal 1 (v.6)

· Kingdom against Kingdom …

· Seal 2 (v. 7)
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· famines

· Seal 3 (v. 7)

· pestilences

· Seal 4 (v.7 )

· and earthquakes 

· Seal 6

· "These," our Lord said, "Are the beginnings of tribulation" (Matt 24:8).

· Remember, the beginning of the Tribulation, not the lead up to the Rapture.
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· Who is the Rider of the White Horse?

· The Antichrist. The predominant view is that the white horse as the first one in a set of four horses must be seen as part of a destructive force of war, famine, and death. 

· The horse was used in warfare and the bow signifies a weapon to kill people. 

· The crown denotes victory, which is underscored by the double use of the phrase "Conquering and to conquer," and the color white points to the ancient custom of having the victor ride on a white horse at his return from battle.
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· Further, the image of a rider on a white horse in chapter 6 can be seen as Satan’s parody of Christ and his warriors riding on white horses in 19:11, 14. 

· Chapter 6 depicts the authority of the Antichrist with respect to conquering, killing, and starving God’s people to death, to the point that the saints in heaven implore God to intervene. 

· But the rule of the Antichrist has limits.

· The coupling of the verses in Matthew 24's False Messiah's and the rumors of wars has led to the theory that the White horse rider is the Antichrist.

The Parthian Theory

The Parthian Theory

Rev. 6:1 - The Parthians

· The Parthians. 

· However, the image of a conquering writer on a white horse with a blow would have instantly brought to mind the Parthians, who had recently, A.D. 62, defeated the Romans.

· The Romans could never fully subdue the Parthians, who dwelt in an area now known as Iraq and Iran. 

· Their forces rode to victory on white horses. 

· They used bows and arrows as primary weapons, and one of their leaders was called the Conqueror. 
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· Furthermore, the Parthian empire was the most enduring of the empires of the ancient Near East. 

· After the Parni nomads had settled in Parthia and had built a small independent kingdom, they rose to power under king Mithradates the Great (171-138 BCE). 

· The Parthian empire occupied all of modern Iran, Iraq and Armenia, parts of Turkey, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan and Tajikistan, and -for brief periods- territories in Pakistan, Syria, Lebanon, Israel and Palestine.
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· Look at that list again:

· Iran, Iraq and Armenia, parts of Turkey, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan and Tajikistan, and -for brief periods- territories in Pakistan, Syria, Lebanon, Israel and Palestine.

· How is that for a current day list of potential "wars and rumors of wars"?

· Clearly, Iran, Pakistan, and Syria are potential possessors of a bow --- nuclear launch facilities.

Rev. 6:1 - The Parthians

· The Parthians created an empire which, at its height, presented Rome with a serious challenge for the control of the Middle East west of the Euphrates river. They were the only civilized power to withstand the might of Rome at its height- the same Romans who had conquered Carthage, Macedon, the Seleucids, and the Gauls. So, who were these Parthians, whose empire stretched from the Hindu Kush to Mesopotamia? How is it that a people who created an empire which lasted for almost 500 years have been so nearly forgotten?

Rev. 6:1 - The Parthians

· The Parthian kingdom began with the election of Arsaces I to the kingship of the Parni in 247 BC. 

· Arsaces I was, as far as is known, a leader of the Parni, a branch of the Dahae, one of the tribes of the Scythian confederation, which had moved into the Seleucid province of Parthia from the eastern shores of the Caspian Sea at some point during the first half of the 3rd century BC.
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· The Scythians were nomadic herdsman who occupied much of the region along and between the northern coasts of the Black Sea and the Caspian during most of the Classical and Hellenistic periods, and were famed for their horses and horsemanship. 

· In 238 BC, Arsaces I succeeded in defeating the Seleucid governor of Parthia and establishing the Parthian kingdom. 
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· With his accession, the coinage of Parthia begins, and would continue, with only a short break, for the next 500 years. This coinage has proven extremely important for Parthian history for several reasons; primarily because of the scarcity of written records - the Parthians themselves did not leave behind any written legacy, while their successors, the Sassanians, deliberately attempted to eradicate the memory of the Parthians as foreigners and heretics.
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· The empire was not very centralized. There were several languages, several peoples and several economic systems. 

· But the loose ties between the separate parts were the key to its survival. 

· In the second century CE, the most important capital Ctesiphon was captured no less than three times by the Romans (in 116, 165 and 198 CE), but the empire survived, because there were other centers.
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· On the other hand, the fact that the empire was a mere conglomerate of kingdoms, provinces, marks and city-states could at times seriously weaken the Parthian state. 

·  Does this not sound like the current status of the area!

· Remember, when God mentions ancient tribes and kingdoms, he is referencing the geographical area, but characteristics are also relevant.

Rev. 6:1 - The Parthians

· Local potentates played an important role and the king had to respect their privileges. 

· Several noble families had a vote in the Royal council; the Suren clan had the right to crown the Parthian king; and every aristocrat was allowed/expected to retain an army of his own. 

· When the throne was occupied by a weak ruler, divisions among the nobility could become dangerous.
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· The constituent parts of the empire were surprisingly independent. For example, they were allowed to strike their own coins, which was in Antiquity very rare. As long as the local elite paid tribute, the Parthian kings did not interfere. The system worked very well: towns like Ctesiphon, Seleucia, Ecbatana, Rhagae, Hecatompylus, Nisa, and SAntichrist flourished. 
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· Tribute was one source of royal income; another was toll. 

· Parthia controlled the Silk Road, the route from the Mediterranean Sea to China.

· [ Similar to the status of oil as a means of income, today. ] 
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· The western wars
· The Seleucid empire was assaulted from two sides: the Parthians attacked from the east, the Romans from the west. 

· In 69 BCE, the two enemies concluded a treaty: the Euphrates would be the border. 

· Six years later, the Roman commander Pompey the Great conquered what was left of the empire of the Seleucids.
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· In 53 BCE, the Roman general Crassus invaded Parthia. 

· At Harran or Carrhae, however, he was defeated by a Parthian commander who is called Surena in the Greek and Latin sources, and must have been a member of the Suren clan. 

· This was the beginning of a series of wars that were to last for almost three centuries.

·  [The Roman empire battling the Parthians?]
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· (The fate of the Roman soldiers taken captive at Carrhae deserves a brief digression. 

· They were settled in the Margiana oasis in the Kara Kum desert, but later offered mercenary service to one Jzh-jzh, the leader of a nomad tribe known from Chinese sources. 

· When he was defeated, these soldiers, who had shown great military prowess and discipline, accompanied the Chinese general to the east. 

· A census list of 1-2 CE mentions a town Li-jien, "Roman city", in the commandery Chang-i.) 
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· The Parthian armies consisted of two types of cavalry: the heavy-armed and armoured cataphracts and light brigades of mounted archers. 

· To the Romans, who relied on heavy infantry, the Parthians were hard to defeat. 

· On the other hand, the Parthians could never occupy conquered countries; they were unskilled in siege warfare. 

· This explains why the Roman-Parthian wars lasted so long.
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· After the fall of the Achaemenid Empire, Parthia, northeastern Iran, was governed by the Seleucid kings: a Macedonian [Greek] dynasty that ruled in the Asian territories of the former Persian [Iran] Empire. 

· In 245 BCE, a satrap named Andragoras revolted from the young Seleucid king Seleucus II, who had just succeeded to the throne. 

· In the confusion, Parthia was overrun by the Parni, a nomad tribe from the Central-Asian steppe. 
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· In 238 BCE, they occupied the district known as Astavene. 

· Three years later, a Parnian leader named Tiridates ventured further south and seized the rest of Parthia. 

· A counter-offensive by king Seleucus ended in disaster, and Hyrcania was also subdued by the Parni. 

· The first king of the Parthians (as the Parni were called from now on) was Tiridates' brother Arsaces I. 

· His capital was Hecatompylus.
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· The Parthian kings -Arsaces I, Arsaces II, Phriapathus, Phraates I- recognized the Seleucid king as their superiors, especially after the campaign of Antiochus III the Great, who reconquered the lost eastern territories between 209 and 204 BCE. 

· The Arsacid dynasty was recognized as the lawful ruler of Parthia, but the kings had to pay tribute to Antiochus. 
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· After 188 BCE, when Antiochus had died, a new phase of Parthian expansion started. 

· King Mithradates I the Great (171-138 BCE) first attacked the eastern kingdom of Bactria. 

· Having covered his rear, he moved to the west, where he conquered Media, one of the most important parts of the Seleucid kingdom. 

· Now, Assyria end Babylonia lay almost unguarded. 

· In July 141 BCE Mithradates captured the Seleucid capital Seleucia, and in October he reached Uruk in the south of Babylonia. 
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· His enemy Demetrius II tried to reconquer his lost territories, but was defeated and -even more humiliating- caught. Two years later, Elam was added to the Parthian empire.
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· After the conquest of Media, Assyria, Babylonia and Elam, the Parthians had to organize their empire. 

· The elite of these countries was Greek, and the new rulers had to adapt to their customs if they wanted their rule to last. 

· So the cities retained their ancient rights and the civil administration remained more or less undisturbed. 
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· An interesting detail is coinage: legends were written in the Greek alphabet, and this practice was continued in the second century CE, when knowledge of this language was in decline and nobody knew how to read or write Greek characters.
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· Another source of inspiration was the Achaemenid dynasty that had once ruled the Persian Empire. 

· Courtiers spoke Persian and used the Pahlavi script; the royal court traveled from capital to capital; and the Arsacid kings wanted to be called -as Cyrus the Great had ordered his subjects to do in the sixth century- "king of kings". 
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· This was a very apt title. 

· The Parthian monarch was the ruler of his own empire plus some eighteen vassal kings, such as the rulers of the city state Hatra, the port Characene and the ancient kingdom Armenia.
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· In these years, the Romans were divided between the adherents of Pompey and those of Julius Caesar, and because of the civil war, there was no opportunity to punish the Parthians. 

· Although Caesar was victorious in this conflict, he was murdered, and a new civil war broke out. 

· The Roman general Quintus Labienus, who had supported the murderers and feared Caesar's heirs Mark Antony and Octavian, sided with the Parthians and turned out to be the best general of king Pacorus I. 
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· In 41, they invaded Syria, Cilicia, and Caria and attacked Phrygia and Asia. 

· A second army intervened in Judaea and captured its king Hyrcanus II. 

· The spoils were immense, and put to good use: king Phraates IV invested them in Ctesiphon, a new capital on the Tigris.
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· In 39, Mark Antony was ready to retaliate. Pacorus and Labienus were killed in action, and the Euphrates was again the border between the two nations. 

· The Parthians had learned that they could not occupy enemy territories without infantry. 

· However, Mark Antony wanted to avenge the death of Crassus and invaded Mesopotamia in 36 with the legion VI Ferrata and other, unidentified units. 
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· He had cavalry with him, but it turned out to be unreliable, and the Romans were happy to reach Armenia, having suffered great losses. 

· This meant the end of the first round of wars. 

· The Romans were again fighting a civil war, and when Octavian had defeated Mark Antony, he ignored the Parthians. 

· He was more interested in the west. 

· His son-in-law and future successor Tiberius negotiated a peace treaty with Phraates (20 BCE).
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· At the same time, the beginning of our era, the Parthians became interested in the valley of the Indus, where they started to take over the petty kingdoms of Gandara. 

· One of the Parthian leaders was named Gondopharnes, king of Taxila; according to an old and widespread Christian tradition, he was baptized by the apostle Thomas. 

· The story is not impossible: adherents of several religions lived together in Gandara and the Punjab, and there may have been an audience for a representative of a new Jewish sect. 
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· The Roman-Parthian war broke out again in the sixties of the first century CE. 

· Armenia had become a Roman vassal kingdom, but the Parthian king Vologases I appointed a new Armenian ruler. 

· This was too much for the Romans, and their commander Cnaeus Domitius Corbulo invaded Armenia. 
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· The result was that the Armenian king received his crown again in Rome from the emperor Nero. 

· A compromise was worked out between the two empires: in the future, the king of Armenia was to be a Parthian prince, but needed approval from the Romans.
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· Decline and fall
· The Armenian compromise served its purpose, but nothing was arranged for the deposition of a king. 

· After 110, the Parthian king Vologases III was forced to dethrone an Armenian leader, and the Roman emperor Trajan -a former general- decided to invade Parthia. 

· War broke out in 114 CE and the Parthians were severely beaten. 
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· The Romans conquered Armenia, and in the following year, Trajan marched to the south, where the Parthians were forced to evacuate their strongholds. 

· In 116, Trajan captured Ctesiphon, and established new provinces in Assyria and Babylonia.
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· However, rebellions broke out (which proves the loyalty of the population to the Parthians). 

· At the same time, the diasporic Jews revolted and Trajan was forced to send an army to suppress them. 

· Trajan overcame these troubles, but his successor Hadrian gave up the territories (117 CE). 

· Nonetheless, it was clear that the Romans had learned how to beat the Parthians. 
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· Perhaps it was not Roman strength, but Parthian weakness that caused the disaster. 

· In the first century, the Parthian nobility had become more powerful, because the kings had given them more right over the peasants and their land. 

· They were now in a position to resist their king. 

· At the same time, the Arsacid family had become divided.
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· But the end was not near, yet. In 161 CE king Vologases IV declared war against the Romans and conquered Armenia. 

· The counter-offensive was slow, but in 165 CE, Ctesiphon fell. 

· The Roman emperors Lucius Verus and Marcus Aurelius added Mesopotamia to their realms, but were unable to demilitarize the region between the Euphrates and Tigris. 

· It remained an expensive burden. 

· But it was now clear that the Romans were superior.
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· The final blow came thirty years later. 

· King Vologases V had tried to reconquer Mesopotamia during a Roman civil war (193 CE), but when general Septimius Severus was master of the empire, he attacked Parthia. 

· Again, Ctesiphon was captured (198 CE), and large spoils were brought to Rome. 

· According to a modern estimate, the gold and silver were sufficient to postpone a European economic crisis for three or four decades, and we can imagine the consequences for Parthia. 
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· Parthia, now impoverished and without any hope to recover the lost territories, was demoralized. 

· The kings had to do more concessions to the nobility, and the vassal kings sometimes refused to obey. 

· In 224 CE, the Persian vassal king Ardasir revolted. 

· Two years later, he took Ctesiphon, and this time, it meant the end of Parthia. 

· It also meant the beginning of the second Persian Empire, ruled by the Sassanid kings. (From Parthian Empire By: Jona Lendering)
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· Look at that list one more time:

· Iran, Iraq and Armenia, parts of Turkey, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan and Tajikistan, and -for brief periods- territories in Pakistan, Syria, Lebanon, Israel and Palestine.
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· War would continue throughout that region for centuries, as would various pagan religious practices, until Mohammed began to conquer and to spread Islam throughout, not only these former Parthian states, but throughout the Middle East and North Africa, even extending into southern Europe.
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· However, the former Parthian empire makes up the backbone of the current Islamic empire of the Middle East.

· Under the isagogical principle of interpreting the Scriptures in the time they were written, a Parthian interpretation of the White horse rider of Revelation 6:1 is certainly a valid theory, especially when taken into consideration with the current state of affairs among the former Parthian states.
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· [Begin Doug Krieger - The Road to Damascus] 

· Mr. Krieger believes the USA is the Antichrist/Babylon of Revelation.

· "Israeli/USA outrage over Syria’s tolerance and support for virtually all major terrorist organizations in the region (Including:  Hamas, Hezbollah, Islamic Jihad, Al Fatah, AMAL, and scores of other terrorist cells/orgs. like Ansar al-Sunnah, who receive training, refuge, funding, directly or indirectly through Syrian "Official complicity") can no longer be tolerated by "The civilized world."
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· In particular, Israel will play a MAJOR ROLE in eliminating Syria’s military and, ipso facto, the elaborate network of terror organizations through Lebanon and Syria.  

· The "Palestinian Authority" will be consigned, as a result of the collapse of Syrian "Resistance" against Israel, to irrelevance and possible expulsion from Israeli "Territory" or face humiliating compliance to all Israeli political aspirations in the region.
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· A cacophony of "Incidents" and "Confirmations" against Syria will enflame anti-Syrian rhetoric until THE SYRIAN CARD DROPS!  Once Syria is "Democratized," the US will formalize a DEFENSE PACT with Israel, guaranteeing her security in the event of further "Efforts to destabilize the region."  This AGREEMENT will act as a MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING whereby nations who concur with its principals and procedures will be invited to initial THE ACCORD, thereby supporting a new status quo for the Greater Middle East.
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· This will immediately exacerbate Islamic passions throughout the Middle East.  

· A "Northern Alliance," headed by Iran (including Turkey), and a "Southern Alliance," headed by Egypt (and known in the Bible in the north as Gog-Magog ("King of the North") and in the south as the "King of the South")), will "Come up against" US forces in Iraq, as well as the IDF (Israel Defense Forces) primarily in Israel.
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· Furthermore, the United States of America, in accordance with Isaiah 17 and 18, as well as Daniel 11, will lead the primary assault against these Islamic nations/armies in a stunning military CAMPAIGN that will decisively altar the geo-political equation throughout the Greater Middle East (cf. Ezekiel 38 and 39).  

· This spectacular victory for "The West" will demand an OVERALL PEACE SETTLEMENT for the region, akin to the Yalta Agreement for all of Europe.
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· This agreement will be heralded by the "Free World" (and, in particular Israelis) as the greatest achievement for World Peace for the Modern Era.  It will be BASED UPON THE ORIGINAL ACCORD signed after the "Syrian Engagement."
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· However, its implementation will be fraught with considerable unrest and continued violence, as other Islamic nations throughout the world continue to explode in "Rebellion" against the West’s "Democratic designs," and as China and other Asian nations manifest their concern for American hegemony throughout the world.
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· The "Democratic takeover" of the Middle East began in earnest (in so far as a deliberate geo-political reshuffling of the region is concerned) in the early ‘90s.  Its ideological raison d’etre, oddly enough, was propounded by Harvard Prof. Samuel Huntington’s published essay, "The Clash of Civilizations."  Here, he contended that conflicts around the globe would no longer be waged over "Ideology," but over culture (Israeli correspondent Aluf Benn, Ha’aretz, November 14, 2002).
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· Huntington subscribed "Bloody borders" to Islam.  For example, "Fault lines of conflict" run through Kashmir, Bosnia, Nigeria, Sudan, Mindanao in the Philippines, etc., and Israel is lumped with the West (i.e., a "Western creation") and centered on the fault line.

· The Israeli "Right" took to Huntington’s analysis, but so did Ehud Barak’s "Left", who described Israel as a "Western fortress" in the region.
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· Israeli’s Aluf Been in the cited Ha’aretz article postulated:  "Israel is the only country to absolutely support the American decision (to go to war with Iraq), and has urged it to act, and quickly . . . the tangible result of the change in consciousness has been deepening Israel’s dependence on American defense and economic support . . . Sharon led that policy."
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· Former CIA political analysts, Bill and Kathleen Christison, point out that the pro-Israel neo-conservative policymakers in the Bush administration make little effort to hide their real intentions in going to war with Iraq ("And later perhaps against Syria, Iran, Hezbollah, and the Palestinians"). [End Doug Krieger]
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· In the Parthian theory of the White horse of Revelation Chapter 6, the Antichrist is not of Islamic origin, but is of Western origin, coming from the United States or Western Europe.

· In this scenario the White horse is not the antichrist but is the first of the three wars of the tribulation:

· Psalm 83/Damascus

· Ezekiel 38-39

· Armageddon
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· This theory is based on the eschatological belief that Damascus must yet be destroyed prior to the Battle of Armageddon, and that the battle of Ezekiel 38 and 39 is distinct from the Battle of Armageddon.

· This, then, requires two additional wars to take place during the tribulation period.

· It was in searching for the location of these two battles during the tribulation that I stumbled upon the Parthian theory of the first horseman.
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· This led me to the theory that the first horse represents the Syrian support of terrorist groups attempting to destroy Israel.

· The image of the Rider on the white horse carrying a bow could symbolize Syria with its supporting role of the terrorists, but not actually firing the weapons --- the arrows.

· This could be the meaning also of the "conquering and hoping to conquer" in the subjunctive mood.
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·  Since we clearly have two additional wars at the beginning of the opening of the seven seals of the scroll, the two wars, Psalm 83/Damascus and the Ezekiel 38-39 war, could easily be described in this passage.

· Not only do these wars need a "place," in the tribulation timeline, the White Horse Parthian regional representation fits with the battle lines drawn around the nation of Israel.

· Therefore, we will look at some of the theories related to the imminecy of such a conflict.
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· The first article that we will look at is by Doug Krieger, who believes in the USA as Antichrist theory.

· I have taken the liberty of replacing the "USA" references in his article with "Antichrist", to leave open the possibility of another "Antichrist" option, should the USA become disabled as the "enforcer" in Middle East affairs, and be replaced by the traditional "Antichrist from the Roman Empire".

· I am not saying that he cannot be correct, only that I am leaving other options open.
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· THE "SYRIAN ESCHATOLOGICAL SYNTHESIS" -Doug Krieger
· (1)  Syria/Damascus will be the NEXT major prophetical happening among the Gentile nations—she shall find herself in a major conflagration with both the IDF (Israeli Defense Forces) and, secondarily, Antichrist-led coalition forces.  

· This shall primarily be an Israeli orchestrated, but Antichrist-approved, military endeavor.  

· Its primary purpose will be to:
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· (a)  Eliminate insurgent funding and general participation against Antichrist-coalition led efforts to "Democratize" Iraq.

· (b) Destroy "At the head" organized terrorism against Israel—making her the West’s (a.k.a., Antichrist’s) uncontested ally in the Middle East and poised to "Democratize" the entire region, including Egypt and Iran—all this in fulfillment of American neocon/Christian Evangelical efforts to "subdue the region" 
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· (c)  SIMULTANEOUSLY, the political equation in Lebanon will be transformed (i.e., Terrorist organizations like Hezbollah, Hamas, Amal, Islamic Jihad, et al) will be made inoperable.  

· Likewise, the Palestinian Authority will become utterly subservient to "Greater Israel's" aspirations, i.e., anticipate Gaza’s "Political irrelevance" and the West Bank’s "Reallocation of Palestinian people" to commence in earnest (e.g., repositioned to other Arab lands now under Israeli-Antichrist auspicious (sic - auspices)).
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· (2) THE GOG-MAGOG CONFEDERATIONS [The Red Horse of Rev. 6]: 

· Iran in the North (i.e., "King of the North"), along with a resurgent and radicalized Turkey and miscellaneous Moslem states north of Jerusalem/Israel (Ezekiel 38:2-3, 5-6; 39:1) will immediately coalesce (after Syria’s devastating demise) to form an "Islamic Resistance" to Western incursions into the sacred lands of Islam.
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· This "Northern Alliance" will find affirmation for their purposes to overthrow "Western Incursions" (i.e., the Antichrist-led Coalition forces THROUGHOUT the Islamic region, not just Iraq) with a "Southern Islamic Confederation" primarily led by Egypt, but including the Sudan (representing Islamic nations south of Egypt) and Libya (representing Islamic nations to the immediate west of Egypt).  

· Biblically, this will be known as "The King of the South."
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· NOTE:  Neither Syria, Lebanon (i.e., "Tyre & Sidon") Iraq, Jordan, nor nations within the Arabian Peninsula are mentioned as part of either the Northern or Southern Confederation of nations in the Bible.)

· (3) THE GOG-MAGOG CONFLAGRATION: The Gog-Magog War of Ezekiel 38-39, and amplified in both Isaiah 17-18, and Daniel 11, will ensue after the "Syrian card falls."  The unfolding of this massive campaign of "Islamic annihilation" and resultant Western supremacy in the region will Biblically unfold as follows:
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· (a)  Immediately after the Israeli-Syrian-Antichrist War (a.k.a., "Syrian Regime Change") AND as Islamic Jihad is "Declared" by both nations north and south of Israel/Iraq (i.e., north of Israeli/Antichrist "Influence" and south of it) the Antichrist will FORMALIZE her "Safety net" over Israel:  

· This is known in Scripture as "your covenant with death, and hell (Sheol) (Isaiah 28:15, 18) and orchestrated by the "prince who is to come" 
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· (Daniel 9:27:  "He shall confirm an agreement (i.e., an "Accord, treaty, defense pact" or "A covenant" –not "the covenant" but "a covenant").  This "Defense pact" MAY necessitate a two-fold implementation: 

· (1a) A "Memorandum of Understanding" primarily between the Antichrist and Israel immediately following the Syrian War; and 
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· (2a) A FORMAL ACCORD which would be considered the actual DEFENSE PACT that will, after the Gog-Magog/Antichrist-Israeli War result in an "International Agreement" wherein all parties of the Middle East and the "Coalition Forces" allied with the Antichrist, concur with this Comprehensive Middle East Peace Settlement. 

· This Accord will allow Israel to finalize implementation of her "Temple Aspirations" (which aspirations have already commenced upon the conclusion of the Israeli-Syrian-Antichrist War). 
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· (b) The radicalization of the Islamic World will commence in earnest after the defeat of Syria (let alone Antichrist hegemony in Iraq/Jordan/Saudi Arabian Peninsula nations). 

· Likewise, International-based Terrorism within the Levant, as well as "Palestinian Aspirations" will have been terminated by this war.
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· Furthermore, a possible preemptive strike on Iranian nuclear facilities may occur (this will be accomplished by Antichrist-IDF cooperation, simultaneously with the Syrian defeat and/or immediately thereafter).  

· This MAY (in addition to the Syrian/Lebanon/Palestinian defeat) lead to the immediate rise of Turkey Islamic radicalism and the forging of the "Northern Alliance" between the Iranian Islamic State and Turkey.
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· (NOTE:  The Syrian/Lebanon/Palestinian defeat is clearly spelled out in Isaiah 17:1-11. 

· Damascus/Aroer/Valley of Rephaim are Syria/Lebanon (Tyre and Sidon); the "Fortress of Ephraim" and Gaza (the Palestinian Authority), cf. Zechariah 9:1-6)
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· (c)  The initial THRUST of the "Southern Alliance" (a.k.a. "King of the South") will be against Antichrist-led coalition forces in the Levant (including Iraq/Kuwait, etc.) and Israel (primarily in Syria/Lebanon) (Daniel 11:40a).
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· (d) After the "King of the South" launches its attack, the "King of the North" (i.e., Gog-Magog) will sweep down in a collaborative PINCER MOVEMENT to encircle the Israeli/Antichrist-led Coalition forces.  

· The subject of the Gog-Magog attack in Daniel 11:40 are the forces of Antichrist (i.e., the leadership of Western Civilization); whereas, the focus of the conflagration in Ezekiel 38 and 39 is against Israel.
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· (e)  Both the "King of the South" and the "King of the North" will suffer virtual annihilation by the combined forces of "The prince who is to come" (Ezekiel 38 & 39; Daniel 11:40-43).
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· (f)   Jordan (i.e., Edom, Moab, and Ammon) will NOT endure the wrath of Antichrist’s forces (nor, for that matter, the IDF) (Daniel 11:41); however, the West will for the first time station its forces within "The Glorious Land" (i.e., Israel proper, Daniel 11:45) as a result of this horrific struggle among the nations of the region.  Jordan’s "Escape" will undoubtedly be due to her alignment with the West in these confrontations.
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· (g)  Saudi Arabia (ancient "Dedan") and other Arabian Peninsula nations (e.g.,  Sheba/Yemen, the Southwest part of the Arabian Peninsula, ref. P. 1100, The Spirit Life Bible, NKJV, Thomas Nelson) are aligned with "The Ships of Tarshish" – i.e., the International Trading Empire of "Tyre and Sidon" which was incorporated into the Roman Empire (Alexander the Great defeated Tyre in 333 B.C. in the Eastern Mediterranean and Rome defeated Carthage in the Western Mediterranean in successive "Punic Wars" culminating in the devastation of Carthage itself in 146 B.C.).
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· Ultimately, 'The Ships of Tarshish" became synonymous with the West’s economic hegemony.  

· It is the contention of this author that behind "The Ships of Tarshish" and its international trading empire (a.k.a., the ancient Canaanites of "Tyre and Sidon," the Phoenicians (Greek name for these peoples) and/or the Punic people (Latin name for the same people)) is the King of Tyre (Ezekiel Chapters 26 through 28)).  
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· The "Escapades" of the King of Tyre are wrought into merchandise, trade, and economic hegemony and bear remarkable parallels in his/its judgment in Revelation 18.
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· (h)  Shortly after the "Victorious West" defeats the "King of the North" (i.e., Gog-Magog) and the "King of the South" a general uprising will prevail in both the "North" and in the "East" which will cause the triumphant West to pursue these "Hot spots" and continue waging preemptive strikes (cf. Daniel 11:44).  (Note:  The absence of any "Western thrust" is noteworthy in that "The West" is unified in its victory.)
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· In summary:

· (1) The "Syrian/Lebanon/Palestinian" War with Israel/Antichrist-Coalition Led forces is imminent. (cf. Isaiah 17 and Zechariah 9:1-6)

· (2) The West/Israel will be victorious in (1) above. (Isaiah 17 as well as Daniel 11 and Isaiah 17:12-14; 18:1-7)
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· (3) A "Memorandum of Understanding/Safety Net" by the Antichrist will "Officially umbrella" Israel. (Isaiah 28:15, 18 & Daniel 9:27)—Israel will emerge from the Syrian "Episode" in "Safety" and "Unwalled" (Ezekiel 38:8a, 11) primarily as a result of the "Treaty with Death and Hell" (Daniel 9:27; Isaiah 28:15, 18).
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· (4)  The Gog-Magog War [The Red Horse of Revelation 6] will ensue shortly after the "Syrian Regime Change" (Ezekiel 38 & 39; Daniel 11:40-45; Isaiah 17:12-18:1-7)

· (a) The "King of the South" will initiate the conflagration but immediately followed by . . .

· (b) The "King of the North" in a massive "PINCER MOVEMENT" to destroy the pre-positioned forces of Antichrist (i.e., THE WEST) will sweep in against the Antichrist/Israeli Coalition (Daniel 11:40-43)
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· (c) The King of the South will be annihilated by the Western Alliance/Israel (Ezekiel 38:18-23 & 39:1-16)

· (d) Jordan, as well as other Arab nations on the Arabian Peninsula will NOT be allied with radical Islamists (i.e., Gog-Magog/King of the South) but will have allied themselves with the "Ships of Tarshish" (a.k.a., Western Civilization and, in particular, the "King of Babylon/The Antichrist." (Daniel 11:41; Ezekiel 38:13)
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· (e) Further "Incursions" and "Wars of liberation" will ensue after the aforementioned conflagrations and include areas beyond the Northern Alliance (i.e., "The North"), as well as "Elements in the East" (cf. Daniel 11:44).

· [End Krieger]
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· So, if the White Horse is not Antichrist, Christ, or the Gospel, the Parthian White Horse representing the Alliance of the Damascus War, followed by the Red Horse's representation of the Ezekiel 38-39 War, give us an eschatological puzzle piece to fill in these missing wars, and certainly fits with modern current events, should the Rapture and Daniel's 70th week be drawing close.

