Antichrist and the End Times

Lesson 33 and 34: Revelation 6 and the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse

Revelation Chapter 6

· Analytical Outline of Revelation

· A.  Prologue

· 
Introduction and blessing 1:1–3

· 
Addressees and greeting 1:4–7

· B. The things which you have seen (the vision)

· C.  The things which are (letters to the seven churches)

Revelation Chapter 6

· D. The things which shall take place after these things 

· (The End Times)

· 1. The Heavenly Characters in Prophecies

· God on His Throne 4:1–3

· 24 Thrones of the elders 4:4

· 7 Lamps (7 Spirits of God*) 

Revelation Chapter 6

· 4 Living creatures 4:6–8

· Living creatures and elders worship God 4:9–11

· The book in God’s hand 5:1–
3

· The Lamb—the worthy one 5:4–5

· 7 Horns, 7 eyes (7 spirits of God) 5:6

· Living creatures, elders, and all creation worship the Lamb 5:7–14

Revelation Chapter 6

· 2. The Seven Seals (First half of 70th Week) 

· 1. White horse—conquering by wars and rumors of war (threats) 6:1–2

· 2. Red horse—peace removed 6:3–4

· 3. Black horse—famine 6:5–
6

· 4. Ashen horse—1/4th of population dies 6:7–8

Revelation Chapter 6

· In Revelation 6–7, John recorded the opening of the first four seals; and as each seal was opened, one of the four living creatures summoned a rider on a horse. (If your Bible reads "Come and see" it should read, "Come!") 

· In other words, events take place on earth because of the sovereign direction of God in heaven. 

Revelation Chapter 6

· The horse imagery is probably related to the vision described in Zechariah 1:7–17. 

· Horses represent God’s activity on earth, the forces He uses to accomplish His divine purposes. 

· The center of His program is Israel, particularly the city of Jerusalem. (Jerusalem is mentioned thirty-nine times in Zech.) 

· God has a covenant purpose for Israel, and that purpose will be fulfilled just as He promised. 

Revelation Chapter 6

· These prophecies, if interpreted literally, are readily seen to portray the events of Daniel’s seventieth week (Dan 9:27), and also the same events, in the same order, as described by our Lord in His Olivet Discourse (Matt 24:4–31). 

· Indeed, the Olivet Discourse makes a convenient outline for Revelation and is a useful key in interpreting much of this book.

Revelation Chapter 6

· Moreover, the Olivet Discourse demonstrates that our Lord was fully aware of the course of the future, even while He was on earth, and knew exactly how the Old Testament millennial prophecies will be fulfilled.

Revelation Chapter 6

· Since the church never knows when Christ will return, each generation must live in expectancy of His coming. 

· Therefore the Book of Revelation must be able to communicate truth to each generation, not just to the people who will be alive when these events occur. 

· Verses like Revelation 13:9; 16:15; and 22:7, 18–20 all indicate the timelessness of John’s message. 

Revelation Chapter 6

· This also explains why the apostle used so much symbolism, for symbols never lose their meaning. 

· In every era of its history, the church has had to contend with Babylon (compare Rev. 18:4 with Jer. 50–51) and Antichrist (see 1 John 2:18ff). 

· Revelation chapters 6–19 is merely the recitation of the climax of this age old conflict.

Revelation Chapter 6

· The vision of the seven seals commences a pattern of three sequences of seven judgments (7 seals, 7 trumpets, 7 bowls), but the seven seals embrace all three sequences of judgments as the seventh seal represents the seven trumpets, and the seventh trumpet represents the seven bowls. 

· So the seven seals actually open the way for all three phases of God’s coming judgments of the world. 

Revelation Chapter 6

· The first six seals present the conditions during the first half of the tribulation.

· the first six trumpets, the conditions during the second half of the tribulation.

· and the seven bowls present the final flurry of judgments which conclude the tribulation.

· An alternative interpretation is that all three are occurring simultaneously, one year for each of the seven.

Revelation Chapter 6

· Within each series there is also a pattern of fours, as we shall see as our study progresses. 

· So these tribulations and catastrophes are well ordered, an orderliness which makes it evident that the events of the tribulation will be totally under God’s control. 

· Clearly, Revelation must be seen as advance notice to the human population of the tribulation period that the circumstances which will afflict them will be neither random nor happenstance.

Revelation Chapter 6

· Rev 6:1 And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures saying with a voice like thunder: "Come." 2 And I saw, and look, a white horse, and he that sat on it had a bow and a [Victors] crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer.

· 3 And when he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say,"Come."

Revelation Chapter 6

· 6 4 And another horse went out, a red one. And to him who sat on it authority was given to take peace from the earth, so that they might slay one another; and there was given to him a large sword.

· 5 And when he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, "Come." And I saw, and look, a black horse, and he that sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 

Revelation Chapter 6

· 6 And I heard as it were a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, "A quart of wheat for a denarius and three quarts of barley for a denarius, but do not damage the oil and the wine."
· 7 And when he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, 鼎ome."
Revelation Chapter 6

· 8 And I saw, and look, a pale horse, and he that sat on it had the name Death, and Hades followed after him. And there was given to them authority over the fourth part of the earth to kill with a sword, and famine, and disease, and by the wild beasts of the earth.

· 9 And when he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of the ones slain because of the word of God and because of the testimony they were holding. 

Revelation Chapter 6

· 10 And they cried with a loud voice saying, "How long, O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, will you not judge and avenge our blood on those that dwell on the earth?" 11 To each one of them was given a white robe, and they were told to rest a little while longer until the number was completed of their fellow servants and their brothers [and sisters] who were about to be killed as they were killed.

Revelation Chapter 6

· 12 And I saw when he opened the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake and the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became as blood. 13 And the stars of heaven fell to the earth as a fig tree casts its unripe figs when shaken by a strong wind. 

· 14 And the sky was receding as a scroll when it is being rolled up, and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. 
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· 15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men and generals, and the rich and the strong, and every slave and free person hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 16 And they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of the one seated on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb." 

· 17 For the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?

Revelation Chapter 6

· The section on the seven seals covers chapter 6 and the first verse of chapter 8. Six seals are listed sequentially in chapter 6, and the seventh (8:1) serves as a call to be silent at the judgment of the wicked. 

· Between the sixth and the seventh seals, chapter 7 functions as an interlude.

Revelation Chapter 6

· Chapter 6 is divided into three parts. 

· The first four seals form a unit that features the symbolical figures of four colored horses. 

· The second segment portrays the souls under the altar and represents people who died for their faith in the Lord. 

· And the last section depicts the judgment and the terror of those who reject Christ.

Revelation Chapter 6

· The seven sealed scroll which the Lamb took from the right hand of God (5:7) was typical of a Roman legal document. 

· The Romans bound a scroll with ribbons or tapes which were then sealed, so all seals had to be broken before the instrument could be read. 

· The breaking of the seals on this particular document which no one had hitherto read (5:3), will thus represent precursors to God’s own judgment.

Revelation Chapter 6

· It is notable that the first four seals depict humanly inflicted tribulations, the fifth seal gives the rationale for judgment, whereas the sixth seal is a natural disaster, a transition from tribulations inflicted through man’s waywardness, to tribulations directly from the hand of God. 

Revelation Chapter 6

· Only when the seventh seal is broken can the scroll be read, and it reveals God’s personal wrath and judgment. 

· So the seventh seal marks the transition to the final phase of God’s judgment of the earth.

· We need, too, to consider how these judgments fit with 1:1, a verse which states that this prophecy is ‘a revelation of Jesus Christ.’

Revelation Chapter 6

· God has not yet directly demonstrated His wrath over the crucifixion of His Son, and it is necessary that this sin of rebellion against Him and against His Son be demonstrated to be the ultimate sin and to be avenged (as the martyrdoms of the saints will be avenged [6:9–11]). 

Revelation Chapter 6

· The measure of God’s wrath is the measure of His esteem for His Son Jesus Christ; so the extensiveness of these tribulations depicts Jesus Christ’s worth—He is worth more than all the human life on this planet, for all humans who do not trust Him for salvation will be destroyed in these judgments —and that His worth is above that of creation itself, is demonstrated by the celestial disturbances. 

Revelation Chapter 6

· So, in one sense, these tribulations are to be seen as a delayed sentence on mankind for killing the Messiah, God’s Son.

· And, included in that sentence is the concluding seven years of the age of the Gentiles and the wake-up call for the Jews to recognize their true Messiah.

Revelation Chapter 6

· We have reached that subdivision of Revelation which discusses ‘the things which shall take place’ on this earth, that part which details the events Daniel prophesies as occurring in the first half of the seventieth week. 

· These events are listed chronologically under the symbolism of seals which depict this first sequence of judgments of the earth. 

Revelation Chapter 6

· 1. And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures saying with a voice like thunder: "Come."
· a. "And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals." John is still looking into heaven at the throne of God where the Lamb is standing with the seven-sealed scroll in his hand. 

· We are not yet told about the contents of the scroll in the hand of the Lamb; we are only shown pictures of what is taking place.

Revelation Chapter 6

· In other words, every time the Lamb breaks a seal, he gives John a drawing—a picture is worth a thousand words—so that John can relate in writing the series of visions he saw. 

· Each picture conveys a general idea, with a motif filling a central place in the illustration. 

· The first of the seven representations is part of the subcategory of the four horsemen and is followed by three other judgments.

Revelation Chapter 6

· "And I heard one of the four living creatures saying with a voice like thunder: ‘Come.’ " One of the living creatures does not necessarily mean the first one in importance. 

· Each of the four utters the summons to come forth, even though the first one speaks with a voice like a thunderclap. 

· The volume with which he speaks is meant to call everyone to pay attention to the command to come.

Revelation Chapter 6

· Our outline for this subdivision is:

· The Seven Seal Judgments:

· 1   White horse—political conquest
6:1–2

· 2   Red horse—war 3–4

· 3   Black horse—famine 5–6

· 4   Ashen horse—1/4 of population dies  7–8

· 5   Souls of saints cry for vengeance  9–11

Revelation Chapter 6

· 6   Terrestrial and heavenly catastrophes:  12–17

· The First Parenthesis:

· a) further judgment delayed,  7:1–3

· b) 144,000 Israeli saints,  4–8

· c) great multitude of Gentile tribulation saints  9–17

· 7   Angels with trumpets prepare for next round of judgments 8:1–5a

· Thunder, lightning, and earthquake  5b

Revelation Chapter 6

· 2. And I saw, and look, a white horse, and he that sat on it had a bow and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer.

· Except for the first phrase “and I saw, and look,” all parts in this verse are open to diverse interpretations and have given rise to at least four explanations of the meaning of the rider:

Revelation Chapter 6

· the Antichrist, 

· the Parthians, 

· Christ, 

· and the gospel as the Word of God. 

· These views are not of recent origin;  they all, including the last one go back to the early church.
Revelation Chapter 6

· 1   White horse—political conquest6:1–2
· Horse: White
· Rider’s Symbol: bow and crown

· Power: conquering and to subjunctively conquer
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· 2.  Red Horse - War

· Horse:  Red

· Rider's Symbol:  great sword

· Power:

· i) to take peace from the earth

· ii) men slay one another
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· 3. Black Horse:  Famine

· Horse:  Black

· Rider's Symbol:  pair of scales

· Power:  Economic Control

· i) expensive food

· ii) oil and wine not harmed
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· 4. Ashen or Gray Horse

· Horse:  Sickly Green

· Rider:   death (Hades)

· Power:  kills 1/4 of population with:

· i)  sword

· ii) famine

· iii) pestilence

· iv) wild beasts.
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· Each horse is commanded forth by one of the four living ones, thus demonstrating that even though the tribulation appears to be of human origin, it is under God's control. 

· The horses each symbolize the tribulation they represent, and the information on the riders is given to help interpret the symbolism.

·  Our interpretation of these events must harmonize with our Lord’s Olivet Discourse, otherwise we will be guilty of making one part of the New Testament contradict another. 

Revelation Chapter 6

· The horse imagery is probably related to the vision described in Zechariah 1:7–17. Horses represent God’s activity on earth, the forces He uses to accomplish His divine purposes. 

· The center of His program is Israel, particularly the city of Jerusalem. (Jerusalem is mentioned thirty-nine times in Zech.) 

· God has a covenant purpose for Israel, and that purpose will be fulfilled just as He promised. 

Revelation Chapter 6

· Matthew 24

· JESUS DEPARTED from the temple aarea and was going on His way when His disciples came up to Him to call His attention to the buildings of the temple and point them out to Him. 

· aRichard Trench, Synonyms of the New Testament.

· 2  But He answered them, Do you see all these? Truly I tell you, there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down. 

Revelation Chapter 6

· 3  While He was seated on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately and said, Tell us, when will this take place, and what will be the sign of Your coming and of the end (the completion, the consummation) of the age? 

· 4  Jesus answered them, Be careful that no one misleads you [deceiving you and leading you into error]. 
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· 5  For many will come in (on the strength of) My name [bappropriating the name which belongs to Me], saying, I am the Christ (the Messiah), and they will lead many astray. 

· bJoseph Thayer, A Greek-English Lexicon.

· 6  And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not frightened or troubled, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. 

· 7  For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in place after place; 

Revelation Chapter 6

· 8  All this is but the beginning [the early pains] of the cbirth pangs [of the dintolerable anguish]. 

· 9  Then they will hand you over to suffer affliction and tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. 

· 10  And then many will be offended and repelled and will ebegin to distrust and desert [Him Whom they ought to trust and obey] and will stumble and fall away and betray one another and pursue one another with hatred. 

· 11  And many false prophets will rise up and deceive and lead many into error. 

Revelation Chapter 6

· 12  And the love of fthe great body of people will grow cold because of the multiplied lawlessness and iniquity, 

· 13  But he who endures to the end will be saved. 

· 14  And this good news of the kingdom (the Gospel) will be preached throughout the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then will come the end. 
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· 15  So when you see the appalling sacrilege [the abomination that astonishes and makes desolate], spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the Holy Place—let the reader take notice and gponder and consider and heed [this]—[Dan. 9:27; 11:31; 12:11.]

· 16  Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains; 
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· 17  Let him who is on the housetop not come down and go into the house to take anything; 

· 18  And let him who is in the field not turn back to get his overcoat. 

· 19  And alas for the women who are pregnant and for those who have nursing babies in those days! 

· 20  Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. 
Revelation Chapter 6

· 21  For then there will be great tribulation (affliction, distress, and oppression) such as has not been from the beginning of the world until now—no, and never will be [again]. [Dan. 12:1; Joel 2:2.]

· 22  And if those days had not been shortened, no human being would endure and survive, but for the sake of the elect (God’s chosen ones) those days will be shortened. 

· 23  If anyone says to you then, Behold, here is the Christ (the Messiah)! or, There He is!—do not believe it. 

Revelation Chapter 6

· 24  For false Christs and false prophets will arise, and they will show great signs and wonders so as to deceive and lead astray, if possible, even the elect (God’s chosen ones). 

· 25  See, I have warned you beforehand. 

· 26  So if they say to you, Behold, He is in the wilderness (desert)—do not go out there; if they tell you, Behold, He is in the secret places or inner rooms—do not believe it. 

Revelation Chapter 6

· 27  For just as the lightning flashes from the east and shines and his seen as far as the west, so will the coming of the Son of Man be. 

· 28  Wherever there is a fallen body (a corpse), there the vultures (or eagles) will flock together. [Job 39:30.]

· 29  Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not shed its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. [Isa. 13:10; 34:4; Joel 2:10, 11; Zeph. 1:15.]
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· 30  Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn and ibeat their breasts and lament in anguish, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory [in brilliancy and splendor]. [Dan. 7:13; Rev. 1:7.]

· 31  And He will send out His angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather His elect (His chosen ones) from the four winds, [even] from one end of the juniverse to the other. [Isa. 27:13; Zech. 9:14.]

Revelation Chapter 6

· 32  From the fig tree learn this lesson: as soon as its kyoung shoots become soft and tender and it puts out its leaves, you know lof a surety that summer is near. 

· 33  So also when you see these signs, mall taken together, coming to pass, you may know nof a surety that He is near, at the very doors. 

· 34  Truly I tell you, this generation (othe whole multitude of people living at the same time, pin a definite, qgiven period) will not pass away till all these things rtaken together take place. 

Revelation Chapter 6

· 35  sSky and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away. 

· 36  But of that [exact] day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 

· 37  As were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

· 38  For just as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, [men] marrying and [women] being given in marriage, until the [very] day when Noah went into the ark, 
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· 39  And they did not know or understand until the flood came and swept them all away—so will be the coming of the Son of Man. [Gen. 6:5-8; 7:6-24.]

· 40  At that time two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 

· 41  Two women will be grinding at the hand mill; one will be taken and one will be left. 

· 42  Watch therefore [tgive strict attention, be cautious and active], for you do not know in what kind of a day [uwhether a near or remote one] your Lord is coming. 

Revelation Chapter 6

· 43  But understand this: had the householder known in what [part of the night, whether in a vnight or a morning] watch the thief was coming, he would have watched and would not have allowed his house to be wundermined and broken into. 

· 44  You also must be ready therefore, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not expect Him. 

Revelation Chapter 6

· 45  Who then is the faithful, thoughtful, and wise servant, whom his master has put in charge of his household to give to the others the food and supplies at the proper time? 

· 46  Blessed (happy, fortunate, and xto be envied) is that servant whom, when his master comes, he will find so doing. 

· 47  I solemnly declare to you, he will set him over all his possessions. 
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· 48  But if that servant is wicked and says to himself, My master is delayed and is going to be gone a long time, 

· 49  And begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with the drunken, 

· 50  The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour of which he is not aware, 

· 51  And will punish him [ycut him up by scourging] and put him with the pretenders (hypocrites); there will be weeping and grinding of teeth. 

Revelation Chapter 6

· When Jesus was asked, "What will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?" (Matt 24:3), He answered, saying that the following signs would precede these events:

· false Messiahs

· Seal 1 (Mt 24:6–7)

· wars, rumors of wars

· Seal 2 (v. 7)
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· famines

· Seal 3 (v. 7)

· pestilences and earthquakes

· Seal 4 (v.7 )

· "These," our Lord said, "Are the beginnings of travail" (Matt 24:8).

· Remember, the beginning of the Tribulation, not the lead up to the Rapture.

Revelation Chapter 6

· Having reminded ourselves of this background, we are now ready to interpret the symbolism of the four horses.

Revelation Chapter 6

· The Antichrist. The predominant view is that the white horse as the first one in a set of four horses must be seen as part of a destructive force of war, famine, and death. The horse was used in warfare and the bow signifies a weapon to kill people. The crown denotes victory, which is underscored by the double use of the phrase "Conquering and to conquer." And the color white points to the ancient custom of having the victor ride on a white horse at his return from battle.

Revelation Chapter 6

· Further, the image of a rider on a white horse in chapter 6 can be seen as Satan’s parody of Christ and his warriors riding on white horses in 19:11, 14. Chapter 6 depicts the authority of the Antichrist with respect to conquering, killing, and starving God’s people to death, to the point that the saints in heaven implore God to intervene. But the rule of the Antichrist has limits.

Revelation Chapter 6

· Chapter 19 reveals the conquering and victorious Christ who casts the Antichrist and the false prophet into the lake of fire. And last, the text reads, 殿nd a crown was given to him," with the implication that God as the supplier has set limits for the Antichrist.

Revelation Chapter 6

· Much can be said in favor of this interpretation, but difficulties encumber it. First, the color white elsewhere in the New Testament and especially in Revelation always denotes holiness, purity, victory, and justice. It is not used to describe Satan, his helpers, or his works. True, Satan imitates God and his works,2 so that he masquerades as an angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14).
· 2Mathias Rissi (典he Rider on the White Horse: A Study of Revelation 6:18, " Interp 18 [1964]: 40718)
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· Yet in the Apocalypse, John alerts the reader to a depiction of Satan’s parodies, which is illustrated, for instance, in 13:3 where one of the beast’s heads was slain as a travesty of Jesus’ death. But the account of the rider on the white horse provides no hint of any satanic imitation.

Revelation Chapter 6

· Next, a crown was given to the rider on the white horse. This means that God is the agent who gives the rider a crown, for throughout the Apocalypse the passive verb 努as given" relates to both the servants and the enemies of God. Some scholars argue that this passive voice must refer to an evil power as the recipient of the crown.

Revelation Chapter 6

· But the term crown (Greek stephanos) applies to divine and redeemed figures: the redeemed (2:10; 3:11), the elders (4:4, 10), the woman who gave birth to the male child (12:1), and the Son of Man (14:14). The one exception is the reference to locusts that had something like crowns of gold on their heads (9:7), but resemblance is not the real thing.5 The text, therefore, does not unequivocally state that the picture of the rider on a white horse portrays an evil force.
· 5The Greek synonym diadem applies twice to Satan and the beast (12:3; 13:1) and once to Christ, who wears many crowns (19:12).
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· Third, the phrase conquering and to conquer in Revelation never pertains directly to Satan. Even though the verb to conquer refers twice to the beast in the employ of Satan (11:7; 13:7), the rest of its occurrences apply to Christ and the redeemed.6 By contrast, despite all his cunning, Satan is a constant failure; for example, in one particular chapter (chap. 12) John depicts him as a loser five times.
· 6Fourteen occurrences in Revelation relate to Christ and the saints: 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21; 5:5; 6:2 (twice); 12:11; 15:2; 17:14; 21:7.
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· Satan is unable to harm the male child (12:4b–5); he pursues the woman but God prepares a place for her in the desert (12:6, 14). He is cast out of heaven and thereafter wants to drown the woman in a torrent, which the earth swallows (12:9, 15–16). He realizes that persecuting the church is a failure (12:15–16). Again he loses when he wages war against the woman’s offspring (12:17). In the Apocalypse, Satan is not the victor but the loser.

Revelation Chapter 6

· b. The Parthians. The Romans could never fully subdue the Parthians, who dwelled in an area now known as Iraq and Iran. In a.d. 62 they defeated the Romans. Their general was Vologﾔses, and his forces rode to victory on white horses. They used bows and arrows as primary weapons, and one of their leaders was called the Conqueror. The saying 殿 Parthian shot," still current today, indicates accurate marksmanship.

Revelation Chapter 6

· Attractive as an illustration, this reading encounters limits: the Parthians waged not offensive but defensive warfare, for they never conquered any of the Roman empire or invaded Rome. Also, the use of the bow was common in ancient battles. And for the Romans, victory was symbolized by the use of white horses in parades. Last, military leaders in any age or place did not hesitate to take the name Conqueror. Thus, the possibility that John has in mind the Parthians is indeed remote.
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· Christ. William Hendriksen lists seven reasons for interpreting Christ as the conqueror:

· 1.
The context favors it, because John is told, "Weep not; look, the lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has overcome" (5:5).

·  (if Jesus is conquering here, then the remaining woes of tribulation are the result of him and his rule -- absurd!)

Revelation Chapter 6

· 2.
The symbolism of the color white in Revelation refers to that which is holy and pure; the crown refers to Christ, who is wearing a crown of gold (14:14); and the verb to conquer, with two exceptions (11:7; 13:7), always points to either Christ or his followers.

· White "represents" righteousness, and the crown is the victors crown (Laurel leaves) and not a kingly crown of gold.

Revelation Chapter 6

· 3.
The parallel (19:11) of Christ riding on a white horse is clear, so that Scripture is its own interpreter.

·  (this assumes the parallelism)

· 4.
Throughout the Apocalypse John unfolds the design that Christ is the one who has conquered, is conquering, and will conquer.

· (however, this section is about the woes come, not the resolution of the woes)
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· 5.
In the Gospels, Jesus teaches that Christ and the sword follow each other (Matt. 10:34), which is symbolized in the rider of the red horse who is given a sword (v. 4).

· (then, Jesus is both riding the White horse and the Red horse?)

Revelation Chapter 6

· 6.
A messianic psalm (Ps. 45:3–5) describes the Christ as riding forth victoriously and with sharp arrows piercing the hearts of his enemies.

· (Notice that this rider has no arrows, and that not every reference to arrows must refer to Psalm 45 and the Messiah)

· 7.
The parallel passage of the four horses (Zech. 1:8) insinuates that the rider is the angel of the Lord.

· (note that the horses in Zechariah pull chariots, not found here) - William Hendriksen, More Than Conquerors (reprint, Grand Rapids: Baker, 1982), pp. 9396. 
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· This is a fine array of Scripture to support the interpretation that Christ is the rider on the white horse. 

· Yet there is another problem that surfaces, namely, Christ breaks the first seal and then he himself comes forth in obedience to the voice of one of the living creatures.

· Even though John presents imagery, an interpreter must seek to avoid internal conflicts in the portrayal of this first seal.
Revelation Chapter 6

· Daniel states that there is a "Prince that shall come," who will make a covenant with Israel to protect her from her enemies (Dan. 9:26–27). 

· In other words, the future world dictator begins his career as a peacemaker! 

· He will go from victory to victory and finally control the whole world. 

Revelation Chapter 6

·  Hendrickson points to Revelation 19:11 as proof that it is Jesus, but the only similarity is the presence of a white horse. 

· If this rider is indeed Jesus Christ, it seems strange that He should be named at the end of the book and not at the beginning! 

· Also, since the red horse carries a sword and Jesus does too in Revelation 19, it would be just as "scriptural" to relate Jesus to the red horse!

Revelation Chapter 6

· We would expect the Antichrist to resemble the Christ, because Antichrist is Satan’s great imitation! 

· Even the Jews (who ought to know the Scriptures) will be deceived by him (John 5:43; 2 Thes. 2:1–12). 

· This great deceiver will come as a peaceful leader, holding a bow but no arrows! (Our Lord’s weapon is a sword; Rev. 19:15.) 

· Antichrist will solve the world’s problems and be received as the Great Liberator.

Revelation Chapter 6

· The word for crown in Revelation 6:2 is stephanos, which means "The victor’s crown." The crown that Jesus Christ wears is diadema, "The kingly crown" (Rev. 19:12). 

· Antichrist could never wear the diadem, because it belongs only to the Son of God. 

· Certainly, there is a sense in which Jesus Christ is conquering today, as He releases people from the bondage of sin and Satan (Acts 26:18; Col. 1:13). But this conquest began with His victory on the cross and certainly did not have to wait for the opening of a seal!

Revelation Chapter 6

· The horse was white symbolizing righteousness and holiness. 

· It gave an appearance of purity, but that does not necessarily mean the rider was righteous.

· "When men wage war they always pretend to be fighting for righteousness." (D. T. Niles, As Seeing the Invisible, p. 58.)

Revelation Chapter 6

· The rider carried a bow (cf. Zech. 9:13–14) symbolizing victory, but no arrows. The absence of arrows could indicate bloodless victories. 

· The rider threatens war (cf. Num. 24:8; Ps. 45:5; Zech. 9:14), but it never occurs, probably because he accomplishes victory through peaceful means. 

· Someone, evidently God, gave him a victors crown (Gr. stephanos) anticipating an authoritative career (cf. 9:1, 3, 5; 13:5, 7, 14, 15).

Revelation Chapter 6

·  So, for the White Horse,  eliminating the patently absurd theory that this is Jesus Christ, we have to consider the possibility of the Parthians with their white horses and bows and the Antichrist, in appearance conquering for and through supposed truth and justice.
Revelation Chapter 6

Revelation Chapter 6

· The Gospel. Here is the last interpretation in this series: Christ is sending forth his gospel that in the history of the church has always proved to be unstoppable. The Word of God cannot be bound (2 Tim. 2:9), for God is sending forth his Word to achieve his purpose (Isa. 55:11). This Word is set on conquering the world. The Greek text features the descriptive participle conquering in the present tense to denote continued activity and the verb to conquer as a stage that begins an action.

Revelation Chapter 6

· I admit that the picture of the first seal does not say anything about Christ’s gospel. Yet in Jesus’ eschatological discourse, which serves as a parallel, the Lord speaks definitively about the gospel of the kingdom that must be preached to all nations (Matt. 24:14; Mark 13:10). In his discourse Jesus speaks also of war, famine, and death; all these have their counterpart in John’s description of the four horsemen. The proclamation of God’s Word creates reaction that results in clashes, strife, and hostility.

Revelation Chapter 6

· This interpretation has its roots in the early church. Already in the third century Victorinus of Pettau in Pannonia (modern Hungary) wrote in his commentary on Revelation, "The white horse is the proclamation of the Word sent into the world with the Holy Spirit. 

· For the Lord said: ‘This gospel will be preached in the whole world as a witness to the Gentiles and then comes the end.’" 

· The Word of God goes forth conquering and to conquer, as is evident from the Book of Acts and church history. Indeed, the gospel is victorious from beginning to end.

Revelation Chapter 6

· This theory, of course totally misses the context of the book of Revelation and the command to the apostle John to write the things "which must happen hereafter".

· Obviously, the Gospel was already being  preached.

· Furthermore,  the symbolism of a rider with a bow to represent the gospel is absurd, and does not fit in the context of tribulation.

Revelation Chapter 6

· Seal 1: The White Horse

· Political Conquest (vv.1–2)

· Exegesis

· v 1
the Lamb = the same diminutive form of the word, only used by John.
· broke = (or) opened.

· living creatures = (one word) living ones.

· come = this imperative command is to the horseman, not John who was already there watching.

Revelation Chapter 6

· v 2
white = (or) shining, brilliant.

· bow = an archer’s bow.

· crown = (‘stephanos’) victor’s laurel.

· conquering = the same word as ‘overcome’ (chapters 2–3).

· to conquer = this is in the subjunctive mood, which indicates a degree of doubt; his intention thus was to conquer.

Revelation Chapter 6

· The purpose of this section is to introduce the first judgment of the tribulation—the political conquests by the Beast.

· The scene in Heaven opens and it is clear that all these events are under Heaven’s control, for the breaking of each seal releases the horse concerned.

Revelation Chapter 6

· The four living ones introduce the four first seals, thus linking them together. 

· This linking is also true of the first four trumpets (each marks the destruction of a third of something), and the first four bowls (all directed at all mankind, while the last three bowls are particularly directed against the Beast’s kingdom).

Revelation Chapter 6

· These judgments are, from a spiritual perspective, a demonstration that God’s power is superior to that of Satan. Bearing this in mind, we appreciate better the force of ‘arnion’ for a little Lamb empowered by God is able to demolish all Satan’s artifices which are the end product of seven millennia of his work! The secret of the Lamb’s power is a life lived in complete harmony with, and subjection to, God.

Revelation Chapter 6

· There is example and instruction in this, for that same source of power is available to all believers. Remember, no one in Heaven or earth was able to open this scroll, yet the little Lamb who relied entirely on God was able to do so. The ultimate glory in this episode is clearly God’s, and that is how Jesus would have it (John 17:1).

Revelation Chapter 6

· The Greek word translated ‘break’ usually means ‘open.’ As Christ is symbolized by a lamb, it seems more appropriate to see Him gently opening the seals rather than breaking them in a display of strength. Remember, God is demonstrating His superiority over Satan; to do this most effectively, it seems to me, God is likely to display that even His gentleness is stronger than Satan’s strength (this is a scriptural concept; e.g., I Cor 1:27).

Revelation Chapter 6

· A white horse was the customary mount of a victorious Roman general in John’s time, so this horse speaks of conquest, as is clearly stated in v.2. 

· Matthew 24:5 helps us identify the rider of this horse as the Pseudo-christ (the Antichrist, Beast, Man of Sin).

Revelation Chapter 6

· This man, Satan’s imitation of Jesus Christ, will be the first evidence of God’s judgment, although his initial entry onto the stage of world history will appear to be benign, for Dan 9:27 tells us that he will commence his reign by making a firm covenant with the Jewish people and reinstitute the temple sacrificial system. Scripture introduces the Pseudo-christ in Dan 7:8,20–27, and prophesies his actions in the sanctuary in 8:9–14. 

Revelation Chapter 6

· He will institute a grain offering (Dan 9:27), and this could well be chosen to project himself as a man of peace—no bloodshed in his kingdom (and no blood to remind the populace of Jesus’ atoning work). Daniel 7:23 reveals that he will extend his empire into a world power. The Pseudo-christ’s source of power is satanic, and II Thess 2:9 exposes his alliance with Satan.

Revelation Chapter 6

· The fact that he is given a crown (‘stephanos’—a victor’s laurel) in v.2 and not a diadem (a kingly crown), suggests that he will win his position of leadership, and not inherit it. This is a notable prophecy, for John wrote in an age of inherited thrones, yet our present age is devoid of any meaningful hereditary power, and all political figures nowadays win their position in a contest of one sort or another; so ‘stephanos’ suits our contemporary circumstances very well indeed!

Revelation Chapter 6

· The Old Testament interprets the bow for us, for prophecy uses the bow as a symbol of military power (e.g., Jer 49:35; 51:3,56; Hos 1:5); so this Pseudo-christ will have significant military power at his disposal. His initial conquest, however, seems to be diplomatic rather than military, for only with the second seal is peace destroyed; furthermore, the fact that he is depicted as ‘conquering and to conquer,’ bespeaks a progressive spread of his influence which does not initially encompass the whole earth.

Revelation Chapter 6

· The bow, symbolizing military strength, and the fact that war only comes with the second seal, suggests this man will adopt Roosevelt’s maxim, 鼎arry a big stick, and talk softly." His intent will be world conquest, but he will not succeed, for Satan cannot be allowed to succeed fully, and God will use ungodly men to thwart him.

Revelation Chapter 6

· How will this man become such an instant success? Scripture does not say, but it seems to me that he will, with diabolical cunning, and Satan’s assistance, pass himself off as Jesus Christ (the Pseudo-christ), suggesting that those who previously believed on him had been raptured, and that if those who remain on the earth will follow him, they, too, will be saved and he will lead them into the millennium.

Revelation Chapter 6

· The world will desperately want a plausible explanation for the simultaneous, unarguable disappearance of every one of millions of Christians worldwide; this man will offer a plausible (though false) explanation by projecting himself as Christ, in fact a Pseudo-christ, and the relieved world will embrace him. This explanation, too, accommodates the reinstitution of the Jewish sacrificial system (Dan 9:27), for what could be more messianic?

Revelation Chapter 6

· We will study this man in greater depth when we reach Revelation 13 (d.v.); so, in the meantime, let us summarize what we have learned in these two verses. The Pseudo-christ will come on the scene right at the beginning of the seven year tribulation period. He will have won his position of leadership in some competitive arena, and will have significant military power at his disposal. He will, however, initially only use this military power to support a diplomatic conquest (and not in naked aggression), and that diplomatic conquest will hold the prospect of a great potential for success.

Revelation Chapter 6

· We do not know how many of the forty-two months (the first half of the tribulation) are allocated to each of the six seals. It seems that the first seal will occupy the bulk of the period, and things will look shining bright (the meaning of the word translated ‘white’ in v.2) in their initial prospect, and, being carried along by human optimism, will endure for about two years (this is my fallible opinion, for infallible Scripture provides no breakdown of the time period). 

Revelation Chapter 6

· Peaceful conquest will then degenerate into war, and then into anarchy. This will result in famine, which will result in death, and as a famine takes about a year to materialize (though this could be accelerated), this only leaves about two years for the pseudo-peace of the Pseudo-christ.

Revelation Chapter 6

·  In summary, we have seen the Four Horsemen introduced and studied in depth the White horse, which most reasonably represents the Antichrist or the Parthians.

· Or, represents both the Antichrist and the Parthians, meaning that the Antichrist comes from among the Parthian region, Iraq, Iran, or Syria.

· This may well mean that the first horseman events include the Damascus War, and may even play a part in the wounding of the head of the Antichrist and his resurrection.

