Antichrist and the End Times

AET-029 and 030: The Rapture and The Feast of Trumpets

End Times Timeline

· "But let me tell you a wonderful secret God has revealed to us. Not all of us will die, but we will all be transformed. It will happen in a moment, in the blinking of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, the Christians who have died will be raised with transformed bodies. And then we who are living will be transformed so that we will never die. For our perishable earthly bodies must be transformed into heavenly bodies that will never die." 1 Corinthians 15:51-53 (NLT)

End Times Timeline

· Jesus taught His disciples to expect His return at any moment, for no one can know the day of His coming:

· "So you, too, must keep watch!  For you don’t know what day your Lord is coming. Understand this: If a homeowner knew exactly when a burglar was coming, he would keep watch and not permit his house to be broken into.  You also must be ready all the time, for the Son of Man will come when least expected."  Matthew 24:42-44 (NLT)

End Times Timeline

· "However, no one knows the day or the hour when these things will happen, not even the angels in heaven or the Son Himself. Only the Father knows. When the Son of Man returns, it will be like it was in Noah’s day. In those days before the Flood, the people were enjoying banquets and parties and weddings right up to the time Noah entered his boat."
Revelation Chapter 4

· 1. After these things I saw, and look, a door was opened in heaven, and the first voice which I had heard as a trumpet talking to me said: "Come up here, and I will show you what must happen after these things."

· 2. Immediately I was in the Spirit, and look, there was a throne standing in heaven, and someone was sitting upon the throne.

The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· John 14:1–4

Let not your heart continue to be agitated. Be putting your trust in God. Also be putting your trust in me. In the house of my Father there are many dwelling places. Indeed, if it were not so, in that case I would have told you, for I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, again I come and will receive you to myself in order that where I am also you may be. And where I am departing, you know the road.

· Wuest, K. S. (1997, c1961). The New Testament  : An expanded translation (Jn 14:1). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.
The Holy Festival's of Israel

· THE HOLY FESTIVALS OF ISRAEL  

· MOEDIM HA'ELOHIM (G-D'S APPOINTED DAYS)

· Recall from our studies of Passover and the Tabernacle that "Festival" or "Feast," in Hebrew, is hag or mo’ed, a "Set time" or "Appointed time."  

· An appointed festival or feast is a "Holy convocation" or "Sacred assembly," meaning in Hebrew mikrah, a "Rehearsal" or a "Recital."  

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· THE HOLY FESTIVALS OF ISRAEL  

· Therefore, for Jews and non-Jews alike, all of the festivals and feasts appointed by God as rehearsals are for one purpose; to reveal the Messiah (Col. 2:16,17) and the completion of God’s Plan.

Rosh Hashanah

· The Torah details seven feasts which take place during the Hebrew calendar year: 

· Three feasts are in the spring, in the month of Nisan: Passover; the Feast of Unleavened Bread; and the Feast of First Fruits. Fifty days later there is a fourth feast, Shavout, or the Feast of Weeks, also known as Pentecost.

Rosh Hashanah

· There are three remaining feasts in the fall, in the month of Tishri: 

· the Feast of Trumpets; 

· the Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement); 

· and the Feast of Tabernacles. 

· (There are two Calendars of the Hebrew year: the civil year starts in the fall on the First of Tishri and the religious calendar starts in the spring in the month of Nisan.)

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· These feast days are missing on the Christian calendar. 

· Many Gentile believers regard them as outdated, insignificant Jewish rituals. 

· That is unfortunate because they miss the fullness and beauty of God's plan of redemption, reflected in His appointed times. 

· The Old Testament feasts were dress rehearsals for the two greatest events in history – the first and second coming of Yeshua (Jesus) the Messiah, God's agent of mercy and justice.

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· THE FORMER RAIN: SPRING FEASTS (Usually in the months of April-June)

· Yeshua fulfilled the Spring feasts – Passover, Unleavened Bread and First Fruits, with His death and resurrection. 

· God sent the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) to indwell the hearts of believers on Shavuot (Pentecost), the last of the spring feasts. 

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· The Spring Feasts show us the Messiah in  His Priestly role as High Priest of Almighty God - making the True Sacrifice. 

· And the Fall Feasts reveal Messiah when He comes in His royal political role as the conquering King of Jerusalem, or Prince of Shalom/Peace. 

· And after the Judgment He will establish His Millennial Kingdom upon earth for a thousand years as the King of kings.
The Holy Festival's of Israel

· Jewish sages wrote that Messiah would enter the world stage twice – once as Mashiach ben Yosef, the suffering servant, and later as Mashiach ben David, the conquering King. 

· But they missed the prophetic picture that a single Messiah would fulfill both advents; they believed He would come as two different persons.

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· All the Spring Feasts were fulfilled at Christ's first coming, and on the exact day of the feast.  

· All the Fall Feasts picture the second advent, and the Feast of Trumpets is the first of the fall feasts, picturing the rapture.

Rosh Hashanah

· The feast of trumpets is the 5th feast. It will be the next feast to emerge. 

· According to the evidence we have good reason to expect the future 70th week of Daniel and the final seven years of Tribulation will open up on a future Feast of Trumpets, a Jewish new year.

Rosh Hashanah

· In some future fall season on the first day of the tishrei moon an epic Feast of Trumpets will initiate Daniel's 70th week, the final seven years of the Jewish age. 

· The end-time horrors of the tribulation will then begin. 

· This Rosh Hashanah will directly involve both the Church and Israel.

Rosh Hashanah

· The First of Tishri on the Hebrew calendar, which begins the Jewish New Year, is the celebration of Rosh Hashana ("The Head of the Year") and also the Feast of Trumpets. 

· This day begins Israel's civil year and is celebrated for two days (the second day was added by the rabbis around 500 b.c.).

Rosh Hashanah

· Everything in the Torah (or the Pentateuch, the Five Books of Moses) has a prophetic as well as historical significance and merits our careful attention. 

· Jesus indicated this in Matthew 5:17:

· Think not that I am come to destroy the Torah, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.
Rosh Hashanah

· Paul also emphasized this in Romans 15:4:

· For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning. . .
· The Mystery: The New Testament is in the Old Testament concealed; the Old Testament is in the New Testament revealed.

Rosh Hashanah

· Their Prophetic Role

· While each of these feasts has a historical commemorative role, each also has a prophetic role. This role is highlighted in Colossians 2:16-17:

· Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: which are a shadow of things to come.

Rosh Hashanah

· Yom Teruah, the Feast of Trumpets.
· Observed on the First and Second of Tishri, the celebration actually begins 29 days earlier: a series of over 90 trumpet blasts accrue for a final blowing of blasts on the climax of the celebration, the Teki'ah Gedolah, the Great Blowing.

Rosh Hashanah

· In the rabbinical literature, there are many details that are quite provocative. 

· Among the most significant is the use of the shofar, the ram's horn, instead of the usual silver Temple trumpets. 

· The shofar is associated with the Akedah, Abraham's offering of Isaac on Mount Moriah, as detailed in Genesis 22.

Rosh Hashanah

· Rabbinical tradition associates the left horn of the ram as the "first trump" and the right horn as the "last trump".

· A distinguishing feature of the celebration is the last, climactic blast, the Teki'at Shofar. 

· This is not the usual series of short bursts, signalling alarm or bad news. 

· Rather, it is a long blast, signalling victory or good news. 

· It is this last blast that is referred to as the last trump.

Rosh Hashanah

· In Paul's Resurrection Chapter, I Corinthians 15, he describes that strange event which has now become known as "The Rapture" of the Church:

· Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
Rosh Hashanah

· What did he mean, "the last trump"?

· Some have tried to link this phrase to the Seventh Trumpet Judgment in Revelation, but there is no basis for it. 

· The Seventh Trumpet Judgment is not the final trumpet: for a thousand years (at least) there will be subsequent trumpets in services performed in the Millennial Temple.

· So, just what is this "last trump"? 

Rosh Hashanah

· Special Significance (Biblical and by "Minhag" - Jewish Custom) of Rosh Chodesh Elul 

· (Much of the following material regarding Rosh Chodesh Elul is abstracted from Mesorah Publications Stone Edition of the Chumash and from Rabbi Eliyahu KiTov's Sefer HaTodaah)

Rosh Hashanah

· Elul and Rosh Chodesh Elul - In Relation to Other Months of the Year

· 1 Nisan; 2 Iyar;  3 Sivan; 4 Tammuz; 

· 5 Av - 30 days 

· 6 Elul - 29 days; 

· Rosh Chodesh is 2 days 

· 7 Tishrei - 30 days 

· 8 Cheshvan; 9 Kislev; 10 Tevet; 11 Shevat; 12 Adar

Rosh Hashanah

· What is Elul?  

· "Elul" is the Sixth Month of the year, counting from "Nisan," called in the Chumash, "the first month." 

· Counting from "Tishrei", the month of Rosh HaShanah, "Elul" is the twelfth, and last month in the year. 

· Like the names of the other months of the Hebrew Calendar, "Elul came up", or "returned with," the Jews from the 70-year Exile in Babylonia. 

· The expression "returned with" is particularly significant in this case in that this is the month of "Return to Hashem," or "Repentance."

Rosh Hashanah

· Elul is the name of the month which we are given each year to prepare for the "Days of Awe:"  

· Although we believe that G-d always watches over the world, and is always waiting for our "return," we also believe that, in a sense, He is more accessible during the 40-day period beginning with the start of Elul and culminating in the first ten days of the Month of Tishrei.  

· Those days, known as the "Ten Days of Repentance," begin with "Rosh HaShanah," and end with "Yom Kippur." 

Rosh Hashanah

· Following the principle of

· "Seek G-d when He is at hand; Call upon Him when He is near,"(Yeshayahu 55:6) we make special efforts to renew our commitment to Him during this period of the year when He is "closest" to us.

Rosh Hashanah

· What does the name Elul mean?"Elul" has been interpreted as an acronym, with its Hebrew letters "Aleph," "Lamed," "Vav," "Lamed" representing the words "Ani L'Dodi V'Dodi Li" (Song of Songs: 6,3).   

· The words mean "I am my Beloved's and my Beloved is mine," where my "Beloved" is G-d, and "I" am the Jewish People.

Rosh Hashanah

· "Let us now relate the power of the day's holiness, for it is awesome and frightening.  On it Your Kingship will be exalted; Your throne will be firmed with kindness and You will sit upon it in truth.  It is true that You alone are the One Who judges, proves, knows, and bears witness; Who writes and seals; Who remembers all that was forgotten.  You will open the Book of Chronicles-it will read itself, and everyone's signature is in it.  

· The great shofar will be sounded, and a still, thin sound will be heard.  Angels will hasten, a trembling and terror will seize them-and they will say, 'Behold, it is the Day of Judgment②ll mankind will pass before You like members of the flock⑷nd You shall apportion the fixed needs of all Your creatures and inscribe their verdict."  (From the Rosh Hashanah liturgy; Artscroll Machzor.)

Rosh Hashanah

· The great shofar will be sounded, and a still, thin sound will be heard.  

· Angels will hasten, a trembling and terror will seize them-and they will say, 'Behold, it is the Day of Judgment - All mankind will pass before You like members of the flock - and You shall apportion the fixed needs of all Your creatures and inscribe their verdict."  (From the Rosh Hashanah liturgy; Artscroll Machzor.)

Rosh Hashanah

· Historical:

· Moshe had gone up in the Month of Sivan, and returned after forty days and forty nights, on the 17th of Tammuz with the First Luchos.  

· When Moshe observed the Jewish People sinning by creating and worshipping the Golden Calf, and participating in other sinful activities centered around the worship of that idol, he broke that first set of Luchos.  

Rosh Hashanah

· He ascended Mount Sinai a second time, on the eighteenth day of Tammuz, the day after the great sin, and remained there for another forty days and forty nights, praying to G-d to spare the Jewish People and to return His full Presence among them.

Rosh Hashanah

· At the conclusion of the second forty day and forty night period (that is, on the 29th of Av, Erev Rosh Chodesh Elul), G-d forgave the Jewish People and instructed Moshe to ascend Har Sinai yet again the next day, to receive the Second Luchos, on which would be inscribed for the second time the Ten Commandments.

Rosh Hashanah

· Moshe’s ascension to Har Sinai for the third time (which also took forty days and forty nights, ending on Yom Kippur) occurred on Rosh Chodesh Elul. 

Rosh Hashanah

· Minhagim (Customs) Related to Rosh Chodesh Elul

· The Custom:

· Beginning the second day of Rosh Chodesh Elul, and continuing until-but-not-including Erev Rosh HaShanah (the day preceding Rosh HaShanah), the custom is to blow the Shofar every weekday (excluding Shabbat, but not Sunday), four sounds:

Rosh Hashanah

· 1. Tekiah - a flat straight sound, "Tuuuu"

· 2.- 3. Combination of Shevarim - three broken sounds, resembling sighing, "U-Tu, U-Tu, U-Tu," and Teruah - nine rapid sounds resembling wailing, "Tu, Tu, Tu, Tu, Tu, Tu, Tu, Tu, Tu"

· 4. And a final Tekiah
Rosh Hashanah

· The Background:  When Moshe went up the Second Time to receive the "Aseret HaDibrot," the "Ten Commandments," the Jewish People blew the Shofar in the Camp. 

· They did this to impress upon themselves that Moshe had once again gone up the mountain of Sinai, so that they would not again make the tragic mistake in judging the time of Moshe's return, and fall again into Idol Worship.

Rosh Hashanah

· Therefore, the Jewish People in later generations accepted upon themselves the custom of blowing the Shofar, beginning with Rosh Chodesh Elul to remind themselves that the people of Israel in the desert had sinned with the Egel, had repented, had been forgiven by G-d and restored to their former level of holiness. 

· This would arouse in their hearts and minds the importance and the effectiveness of doing "Teshuvah."

Rosh Hashanah

· The Custom:
· Ashkenazic (Northern, Western and Eastern Europe) have the custom, beginning with the second day of Rosh Chodesh Elul, of reciting Chapter 27 of Tehilim (Psalms), beginning "By (King) David, 'The L-rd is my Light and my Salvation,' " until and including Hoshannah Rabbah.

Rosh Hashanah

· The Background:

· This custom is based on the Medrash which links the "Light" of David, and the "Light" of all human beings, to Rosh HaShanah, the Day of Judgment, when by the light of the "neshamah," the soul, Hashem searches out the recesses and "hidden" areas of the human being. 

· This idea is in turn based on the verse "The Lamp of Hashem is the human soul, which searches out all the recesses of his being." 

Rosh Hashanah

· And the "Salvation" of David and of all human beings is linked to Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, when Hashem atones for the sins of His creatures.

· Elul has no specific holiday of its own. 

· Yet it is perhaps the most spiritual of all months, coming as it does immediately before the Yamim Noraim ("Days of Awe" (High Holidays)-- Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur). 

· The entire month of Elul is seen as a spiritual prelude to the Days of Awe. 

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· To prepare ourselves, we blow the shofar every morning of Elul (except on Shabbat), include Psalm 27 in our morning and evening prayers:

· [Pss 27:1] The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?  

· [Pss 27:2] When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell.  

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· [Pss 27:3] Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident.  

· [Pss 27:4] One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,  to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple.  

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· [Pss 27:5] For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock.  

· [Pss 27:6] And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD.  

· [Pss 27:7] Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice: have mercy also upon me, and answer me.  

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· [Pss 27:8] When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek.  

· [Pss 27:9] Hide not thy face far from me; put not thy servant away in anger: thou hast been my help; leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation.  

· [Pss 27:10] When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take me up.  

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· [Pss 27:11] Teach me thy way, O LORD, and lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies.  

· [Pss 27:12] Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies: for false witnesses are risen up against me, and such as breathe out cruelty.  

· [Pss 27:13] I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.  

· [Pss 27:14] Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.

Rosh Hashanah

· It is with the advent of Elul that we begin to wish each other "Shana tova u’metuka" ( a good and sweet new year) or "L’shana tova tikateivu" (may you be inscribed for a good year).

Rosh Hashanah

· Elul: A Month of Introspection and Intimacy 

· Elul is a time of introspection and intimacy. 

· Its very name is evocative-- It is lulling, soothing, calming, like the sounds a mother makes when cuddling her baby. 

· It comes at a time when we sit quietly with our families and friends on the front porch, at the park, on the beach, watching nature, enjoying loving and being loved.

Rosh Hashanah

· Elul comes at a quiet time of the year, when the heavy work of the summer is ending. 

· The days are long, with almost twice as much daylight as the wintertime. 

· Time itself seems to stretch out before us, inviting us to slow down, reflect, dream, enjoy. 

· And yet it is also the time when the daylight hours are waning. 

· So while Elul encourages dreaming, it also possesses a slight air of urgency. 

Rosh Hashanah

· There is time to pause and dream, it is telling us, but that time does not last forever. 

· Soon, it will be time to return to work, and see indeed if we can achieve our dreams.

· The name, "Elul", is often seen as an acronym, standing for Ani L’dodi V’dodi Li, "I am my beloved’s and my beloved is mine." 

· The beloved partners in this vision are G-d and the people Israel. 

Rosh Hashanah

· Elul is thus seen as a month of reconciliation, a new honeymoon for these two covenanted partners. 

· Indeed, tradition has it that Moses ascended Mt. Sinai to receive the Ten Commandments on the 1st of Elul and descended with them on the 10th of Tishrei, Yom Kippur.

Rosh Hashanah

· The name "Elul" is also illustrative of some of the fundamental lessons of life. 

· In both Hebrew and English, the name is written with two high/tall letters and two low/short ones ("elul"), two consonants and two vowels, as if to say life has its high moments and its low ones, its softer moments and its harder ones. 

· When we are in one, we can anticipate the other, and such anticipation enables us to get through the hard times, and enjoy the sweet times all the more.

Rosh Hashanah

· A month of self-evaluation 

· With all of the above-mentioned thoughts that Elul evokes, it is no wonder that Elul has become the month when we are bidden to do our heshbon hanefesh, our self-evaluation. 

· We are to be honest in our assessments, for we cannot grow if we deceive ourselves, but gentle with our punishment. 

· For we are, after all, just human. 

· And all we can ask of others, as well as ourselves, is that we try always to do our very best.

Rosh Hashanah

· Facts about Elul

· Elul is the seventh month of the year counting from Nisan (the month of Passover) and the twelfth and last month of the year counting from Tishrei (the month of Rosh Hashanah).  

· Unlike some other months whose length may vary from year to year, the rabbis decreed that Elul should always be 29 days so that the date of the next new moon, Rosh Hashanah, would always be clear. 

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· In ancient Israel, a trumpet or shofar (ram’s horn) was blown for two major purposes.  One purpose was to announce an important assembly of the people, such as a festival, so as to gather them together into the presence of the Lord (Lev. 23:24b,25; Num. 10:2,3,7,10; Psalm 81:3; Joel 2:15,16).  Another purpose was to sound a fanfare or an alarm, so as to muster troops or gather people for war or for judgment (Num. 10:9; Josh. 6:5; Judg. 7:22a; 2 Chr. 13:14c,15a; Jer. 4:19e; Joel 2:1).

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· Names and elements of Trumpets:

· Teshuvah (repentance)  

· Rosh HaShanah (Head of the Year, Birthday of the World)  

· Yom Teruah (the Day of the Awakening Blast [Feast of Trumpets)  

· Yom HaDin (the Day of Judgment)  

· HaMelech (the Coronation of the Messiah)  

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· Yom HaZikkaron (the Day of Remembrance or memorial)  

· The time of Jacob's (Ya'akov) trouble (the birthpangs of the Messiah, Chevlai shel Mashiach)  

· The opening of the gates  

· Kiddushin/Nesu'in (the wedding ceremony)  

· The resurrection of the dead (rapture, natza1)  

· The last trump (shofar) 

· Yom Hakeseh (the hidden day)

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· Rosh haShanah (literally, "Head of the Year"), also called the Feast of Trumpets, is the New Year (and first new moon) of the civil calendar and is the first of three festivals/holy days in the Fall (the previous four are in the Spring).  

· God commanded that it be commemorated with trumpet blasts (using a shofar or ram’s horn) on the "First day of the seventh month" (Lev. 23:23-25; Num. 29:1-6), which is Tishri 1.  

· The trumpet blown on Rosh HaShanah, in Jewish tradition, is considered to be the "Last Trumpet."

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· Yom Teruah means "Day of the Awakening Blast."  (Tishri or Ethanim, the seventh month of the religious calendar, is the first month of the civil 

· The New Year traditionally is celebrated on two days: Tishri 1 and 2.

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· Teshuvah, meaning "Return " or "Repentance," is a forty-day season each year on the Jewish calendar.  

· It begins on Elul 1, thirty days before Rosh haShanah (Tishri 1), and ends on Yom Kippur (Tishri 10).  During the month of Elul, one is to examine one’s life and to restore broken relationships with others and with God, knowing that the 泥ay of Judgment " (Rosh haShanah) is approaching.  

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· On each day of Elul, a shofar (horn or trumpet) is blown, reminding everyone to repent because Rosh haShanah is drawing near.

· Psalm 27, and often Ezek. 33:1-7, are read.  

· (Ezek. 33:3).  For whoever does not heed the warning and loses his life, "...his blood will be on his own head" (that is, it is his own fault) because "if he had taken warning, he would have saved himself" (33:4,5).

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· Jesus and Rosh haShanah

· In the overall Plan of God, we now, figuratively speaking, are in the time of "Elul."  Now is the time for those who have ignored God or turned away from Him to turn toward Him.  As Zephaniah forewarned,

· Seek the Lord, all you humble of the land, you who do what he commands.  Seek righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be sheltered on the day of the Lord’s anger (Zeph. 2:3).

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· Remember that a trumpet or shofar blast was used by the Israelites to announce an important assembling of people and to gather them into the presence of the Lord, or it was used to sound an alarm to prepare people for war or judgment.  

· On the future Rosh haShanah under consideration, Jesus Christ will be the central figure of both of these two occurrences.  Moreover, Jesus’ statement, "No one knows about that day or hour...," is most likely is a direct reference to Rosh haShanah

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· the great assemblage

· Pertaining to this certain future Rosh haShanah (perhaps soon), Paul described an event involving all of those who "...believe that Jesus died and rose again..." (1 Ths. 4:14a):

· For the Lord [Jesus] himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command [or shout], with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, 

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· ...  For God did not appoint us [believers] to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.  He died for us so that, whether we [believers] are awake [alive] or asleep [dead], we may live together with him (1 Ths. 5:9,10).

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· Here is another description by Paul of this event, which occurs when the trumpet sounds on that most special Rosh haShanah of the future:

· Listen, I tell you a mystery:  We [who believe in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ] will not all sleep [die], but we will all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, the dead [believers] will be raised imperishable, and we [believers] will be changed.  For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality (1 Cor. 15:51-53).

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· This "Catching up" (or assembling) of believers commonly is referred to as the "Rapture" 

· The words raptured, snatched, or caught up have come to be used interchangeably.  They are used to describe the initial phase of the second coming of Christ, who, by the word of His power, will snatch, catch up, or rapture His true church out of the environment of this planet to meet Him in the clouds and to remain forever with Him.

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· Now, as has been shown, a "Trumpet" (or shofar) must sound before the dead are raised and before the Rapture takes place (1 Cor. 15:52; 1 Ths. 4:16).

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· Imagine—a trumpet blast loud enough to wake the dead!  I suspect that the angel Gabriel may be the one to blow this trumpet, as he was the one to announce the birth of Jesus to the virgin Mary (Luke 1:26-35).

· At the trumpet sound, as has been depicted, all people dead or alive who have placed their faith and trust in the risen Jesus Christ and accepted Him as their Lord (Rom. 10:9,10, 14:9) will be "collected" and assembled before Him.

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· It will be a time of overwhelming ecstasy and intense celebration because, in a moment of time, their perishable, corruptible bodies will be transformed to be like His glorious body (Phil. 3:20,21; 1 John 3:2b) on that joyful Rosh haShanah.
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· Jesus and Joshua

· Joshua, the leader after Moses, led the children of Israel across the Jordan River and into the land promised to their ancestors by God (Josh. 4:15-17).  Soon thereafter, they came to the city of Jericho, which God helped them to enter victoriously (6:2-20).  This event was a "Mikrah" (rehearsal) for the Rapture.  Zola Levitt describes it this way:

· The triumph of mighty Joshua at Jericho is a type of the Rapture of the Church.
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· There, the people shouted and blew on trumpets, and the walls fell down, and each man "Ascended up" into the city.  Beautiful Jericho, with its flower gardens and citrus fruits, is a gorgeous oasis in a very arid wilderness.  It was the place where God chose to take His people into their Promised Land.  It was their first sight of anything but hopeless desert for some forty years.  Likewise, with the Christians, our glimpse of heaven at the Rapture will represent the end of a long journey for each of us through the wilderness. ...  
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· There is a very close comparison between the verses, Joshua 6:5 and 1 Thessalonians 4:16,17, as if God purposely indicated the correlation. (3)

· Joshua (in Hebrew, Y’hoshua) led the ancient children of Israel into their promised land, Israel; and Jesus (in Hebrew, Yeshua) will lead all believers into their Promised Land, heaven.  Y’hoshua means "Jehovah [the Lord] is salvation," and Yeshua means "Yahweh [God] saves" or, simply, "Salvation."
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· judgment of works

· The Rapture trumpet will introduce a time of judgment, both for those believers whose bodies are changed and are caught up (raptured) to be with God and also for those who remain.  Jesus "...is the one whom God [the Father] appointed as judge of the living and the dead" (Acts 10:42b).  

· For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad (2 Cor. 5:10).
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· Day of the Lord judgment

· Besides the deeds and works of those who have known Jesus as Lord and Savior being judged, there is another judgment which will take place beginning on that unique Rosh haShanah yet to come: that of the world of people left behind, after the Rapture of believers, during the final days of this age.  That particular Rosh haShanah is the first day of a dreadful period of time commonly referred to in the Bible as the "Day of the Lord"
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· The Old Testament prophet Obadiah indicated that this period in our future will be a time of judgment upon the nations of the earth:

· The day of the Lord is near for all nations.  As you have done, it will be done to you; your deeds will return upon your own head (Obad. 15).

· (In the short book of Obadiah, the prophet’s reference to judgment concerns how the nations of the world treat Israel.  God will do to them whatever they have done to Israel.)
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· The prophet Joel wrote,

· What a dreadful day!  For the day of the Lord is near; it will come like a destruction from the Almighty (Joel 1:15). ...

· Blow the trumpet [of Rosh haShanah] in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill.  Let all who live in the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming.  It is close at hand... (Joel 2:1).
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· The New Testament apostle Peter wrote,

· But the day of the Lord will come like a thief [for unbelievers].  The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.

· Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?  You ought to live holy and godly lives... (2 Pet. 3:10,11).
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· During this fearful period in the future, the wrath of the Almighty God finally will fall upon a corrupt, unrepentant world of people who have, by and large, rebelled against Him (Isa. 24:1-13,17-20, 34:1-3; Micah 5:10-15; Zeph. 1:2,3,14-18, 3:8).  The Old Testament is replete with accounts of Israel’s being blessed when its people acknowledged and submitted to God (Deut. 11:13-15) and being reproved and punished when they rebelled and turned away (Judg. 2:10-15) from Him.

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· The unchanging truth that a nation receives God’s blessings when it obeys and a curse or judgment when it disobeys applied not only to ancient Israel (Deut. 11:26-28), but it applies to all nations of the earth today—including the great and mighty nation of the USA.
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· During the Day of the Lord judgment, Jerusalem and Israel (or Judah) also will be devastated as never before (Isa. 27:7-11; Zeph. 1:4-13), but for the last time ever.  

· Then, the remnant of Israel, unanimously, will accept Jesus as their Messiah and Lord (Isa. 59:20; Ezek. 39:7,22,28,29; Rom. 11:26) and will be restored, rewarded, and esteemed above all nations (Isa. 60:1-22, 61:1-11, 62:1-12; Jer. 33:6-9).
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· Yamim Nora’im, Days of Awe, or Day of the Lord

· The season of Teshuvah, as previously explained, is a season of forty days beginning with Elul 1 (thirty days before Rosh haShanah) and ending with Yom Kippur (nine days after Rosh haShanah).  

· Each year, the last ten days of Teshuvah, from Rosh haShanah to Yom Kippur, inclusively, are known as the "High Holy Days," the most sacred time of the Jewish year.  
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· This ten-day period also is known as Yamim Nora’im, or the "Days of Awe," because during this time each person becomes accountable to God for his sins.
· Figuratively, as described, we now are in the time of "Elul," a time to examine one’s life and to restore broken relationships with others and with God, knowing that the "Day of Judgment" (Rosh haShanah) is approaching.  
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· It is a time to accept Jesus as Lord and Savior, so as to be able to take part in the "Catching up" event on that future Rosh haShanah and to be sheltered from the terrible days following.

· For those alive who do not experience the future Rapture episode, they will enter the Day of the Lord (or Yamim Nora’im or Awesome Days) period, extending from the day of the Rapture (on Rosh haShanah) to a Yom Kippur 7 years later.  They will have a relatively short amount of time to turn to God and to accept the Messiah, or else to be separated forever from God’s Love.
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· Unfortunately, people alive during this time will be less likely to turn toward God and the truth than they would have before the Rapture.  This is because there will be many (satanic) counterfeit signs and wonders occurring in the world around them, distracting them from the truth; and most people will be sent a powerful delusion to believe Satan’s lies instead of God’s truth, the latter which they will prefer not to heed (2 Ths. 2:9-12).

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· The Feast of Trumpets is known as the Wedding of the Messiah, and the Church is the Bride of Christ, and the rapture is when the Church is caught up to heaven to be wed with Christ. 

· The Feast of Trumpets happens on the "new moon", which is 29.5 days after the last one, meaning it might occur on the 29th or 30th day, nobody knows for sure.  "Of that day or hour no man knows" is an expression referring to this feast, and thus, the rapture. 
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· "Of that day or hour no man knows, but my Father only" is an expression used by a groom when asked when his wedding will be.  

· He says this because it is his Father that will tell him when his preparations on the bridal chamber are completed and it is time.  

· Again, the wedding pictures the rapture.
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· The "Open Door" of the rapture in Matt 25, and Rev 3, & Rev 4:1 is a symbol of the Feast of Trumpets.  [Ezek 46:1] 

· "Thus says the Lord GOD: The gate of the inner court that faces east shall be shut on the six working days; but on the sabbath day it shall be opened and on the day of the new moon it shall be opened.
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· We are told that the new moon and the Feasts of the Lord are a shadow of things to come in Col 2:16,17.  

· Since the Feast of Trumpets is the only Feast of the Lord that falls on a new moon, we should take particular note. 
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· There are seven days of awe in between the Feast of Trumpets and the Day of Atonement.  

· These picture the seven years of tribulation.  Atonement pictures Satan being defeated and cast away at the end of tribulaion.  

· If you add the two day Trumpets feast, and the day of atonement, the 7 days of awe are "ten days of tribulation" which might be referred to in Rev. 2:10.
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· In the Jewish Wedding, a marriage takes place over a period of time known as the "bridal week".  During the bridal week, the groom and bride have sex in the bridal chamber.  At the end of the week, there is a marriage supper.  Compare Judges 14, Rev. 19, and Gen. Genesis 29:22-28  This bridal week will be the tribulation week on earth, while the bride of Christ is in heaven.
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· In the Jewish Wedding, the groom comes for his bride "like a thief in the night" to take (seize / rapture) her away and into the bridal chamber for the bridal week at his father's house. 
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· The Feast of Trumpets is also known as the coronation of the Messiah, when he will start reigning as king, thus the beginning of the "Day of the Lord", which includes the tribulation.
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· It is also time for the bema judgment, or the judgment of the works of the righteous, and judgment must begin at the house of the Lord.

· [2Cor 11:2] For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.
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· Ezek 46:1 "Thus says the Lord GOD: The gate of the inner court that faces east shall be shut on the six working days; but on the sabbath day it shall be opened and on the day of the new moon it shall be opened.

· Rev 3:8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.
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· Rev 4:1 After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter.
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· 
The day is called "the hidden day" as an expression or Jewish Idiom.

· 
The day is referred to as "that day or hour no man knows", because it happens at the first sight of the sliver of a new moon, which can happen on either the 29th or 30th day, and thus, uncertain. 

· Also, as we saw, this phrases is associated with a wedding in Matt 25:13
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· On Rosh Hashanah we recite Psalm 24, 

· PSALM 24

· A Psalm of David. 

· THE EARTH is the Lord’s, and the fullness of it, the world and they who dwell in it. [I Cor. 10:26.]

· 2  For He has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the currents and the rivers. 

· 3  Who shall go up into the mountain of the Lord? Or who shall stand in His Holy Place? 
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· 4  He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted himself up to falsehood or to what is false, nor sworn deceitfully. [Matt. 5:8.]

· 5  He shall receive blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 

· 6  This is the generation [description] of those who seek Him [who inquire of and for Him and of necessity require Him], who seek Your face, [O God of] Jacob. Selah [pause, and think of that]! [Ps. 42:1.]
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· 7  Lift up your heads, O you gates; and be lifted up, you age-abiding doors, that the King of glory may come in. 

· 8  Who is the King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. 

· 9  Lift up your heads, O you gates; yes, lift them up, you age-abiding doors, that the King of glory may come in. 

· 10  Who is [He then] this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory. Selah [pause, and think of that]! 

· The amplified Bible, containing the amplified Old Testament and the amplified New Testament. 1987 (Ps 24). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
