Antichrist and the End Times

AET-027 and 028: The Rapture

End Times Timeline

· 1) The Rapture of the Church
· In all likelihood, the next event on God’s prophetic calendar is the rapture of the church.  

· Translated from Latin, the word ‘rapture’ means to ‘catch up’ or ‘snatch away.’  

· Prior to the Tribulation period, Jesus Christ will return in the clouds to gather all earthly believers unto Himself.  

· Paul revealed this event in his letter to the Corinthians:

End Times Timeline

· "But let me tell you a wonderful secret God has revealed to us. Not all of us will die, but we will all be transformed. It will happen in a moment, in the blinking of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, the Christians who have died will be raised with transformed bodies. And then we who are living will be transformed so that we will never die. For our perishable earthly bodies must be transformed into heavenly bodies that will never die." 1 Corinthians 15:51-53 (NLT)

End Times Timeline

· Jesus taught His disciples to expect His return at any moment, for no one can know the day of His coming:

· "So you, too, must keep watch!  For you don’t know what day your Lord is coming. Understand this: If a homeowner knew exactly when a burglar was coming, he would keep watch and not permit his house to be broken into.  You also must be ready all the time, for the Son of Man will come when least expected."  Matthew 24:42-44 (NLT)

End Times Timeline

· The rapture will occur unexpectedly, much like a thief in the night.  

· This is consistent with the teaching of Jesus that no one will know the day or the hour of His coming:

· "However, no one knows the day or the hour when these things will happen, not even the angels in heaven or the Son Himself. Only the Father knows. When the Son of Man returns, it will be like it was in Noah’s day. In those days before the Flood, the people were enjoying banquets and parties and weddings right up to the time Noah entered his boat."
End Times Timeline

· "People didn’t realize what was going to happen until the Flood came and swept them all away. That is the way it will be when the Son of Man comes." Matthew 24:36-39 (NLT)

End Times Timeline

· If the return of Jesus to rapture His followers is a truly unexpected event which takes the world by surprise, then by definition most of the world can not be waiting in anticipation.  

· Therefore, the rapture must occur before the Tribulation.  Why?  

· Because once the numerous and specific prophecies concerning the Tribulation are being fulfilled in world events, most of the world will take notice.  

· The events of the tribulation will be so earth-shattering in nature, and the corresponding bible prophecies so clear, that a large portion of the world will come to anticipate the glorious appearing of Jesus Christ.

End Times Timeline

· Lest there be any doubt that the rapture occurs before the Tribulation, make note of this promise from Jesus Himself:  

· "Because you have obeyed my command to persevere, I will protect you from the great time of testing that will come upon the whole world to test those who belong to this world." Revelation 3:10 (NLT)

End Times Timeline

· Jesus has promised to protect those who follow Him from "The great time of testing that will come upon the whole world." 

· This time exists to test "Those who belong to this world," not those who belong to Him.  

· Therefore, God’s Word in all its consistency reveals that the rapture will occur before the Tribulation.

Revelation Chapter 4

· 1. After these things I saw, and look, a door was opened in heaven, and the first voice which I had heard as a trumpet talking to me said: "Come up here, and I will show you what must happen after these things."

· 2. Immediately I was in the Spirit, and look, there was a throne standing in heaven, and someone was sitting upon the throne.

The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· John 14:1–4

Let not your heart continue to be agitated. Be putting your trust in God. Also be putting your trust in me. In the house of my Father there are many dwelling places. Indeed, if it were not so, in that case I would have told you, for I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, again I come and will receive you to myself in order that where I am also you may be. And where I am departing, you know the road.

· Wuest, K. S. (1997, c1961). The New Testament  : An expanded translation (Jn 14:1). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.
The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· 1 Cor. 15:Behold, I am imparting to you a mystery. Not all shall sleep, but all shall be changed. In an instant of time so small that it cannot be divided into smaller units, in the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet, for a trumpet will sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and as for us, we shall be changed, for it is a necessity in the nature of the case for that which is corruptible to invest itself with incorruption, and that which is mortal to clothe itself with immortality. Now, whenever that which is corruptible shall invest itself with incorruption…

The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· …and that which is mortal shall clothe itself with immortality, then will be brought to pass the word which stands written, Death has been swallowed up with the result that victory has been attained. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God who gives to us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. So that, my brethren beloved, keep on becoming steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your fatiguing labor is not unproductive of results, as this labor is done in the Lord. - ibid

The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· 1 Thes 4:13-18  
Now, we do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who from time to time are falling asleep [dying], in order that you may not be mourning in the same manner as the rest who do not have a hope. For in view of the fact that we believe that Jesus died and arose, thus also will God bring with Him those who have fallen asleep through the intermediate agency of Jesus. For this we are saying to you by the Lord’s word, that as for us who are living and are left behind until the coming of the Lord, we shall by no means precede those who fell asleep, because the Lord himself with a cry of command… 

The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· …with an archangel’s voice, and with a call of a trumpet sounded at God’s command, shall descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ shall be raised first, then as for us who are living and who are left behind, together with them we shall be snatched away forcibly in [masses of saints having the appearance of] clouds for a welcome-meeting with the Lord in the lower atmosphere. And thus always shall we be with the Lord. So that—be encouraging one another with these words.

· Wuest, K. S. (1997, c1961). The New Testament  : An expanded translation (1 Th 4:13). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.
Revelation Chapter 4

· Revelation 3:10 Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell upon the earth. 

The Rapture

· Jesus told us that He would build His church upon the gospel message the apostle Peter had just given, telling Jesus that he believed Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the Living God: 

· "And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it" (Matt. 16:17-18).

The Rapture

· Two Phases of Second Coming
· Paul shows us the mystery --i.e., he reveals the mystery of the rapture in 1 Corinthians 15: 51-55. The mystery he is expanding upon is the wonderful promise Jesus made as shown in John 14: 1-3. Jesus is coming for us --before God's wrath must fall.

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ – Colossians 2:16-17

· "This book is a departure from the prevailing practice of viewing John’s gospel through the sign miracles performed by our Lord.  It is not that I question the correctness of reading the apostle’s Spirit-given word from such a perspective.  I am, however, convinced that there is a dimension in this gospel that has been neglected—
The Holy Festival's of Israel

· "one that needs to be emphasized in order for us to properly comprehend the whole of what is being presented in John’s treatise.

· As one reads the book, he will find that the overwhelming majority of the content is given to Jesus’ ministry at the great feasts of Israel.  As a matter of fact, of the 879 verses found in John’s gospel, more than 660 are directly related to events occurring at these feasts."

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· The revelation of the God-Man is projected against the typical, ceremonial, and prophetic backdrops hung before us in the Old Testament Scriptures.  But that is not all.  Jesus Christ came to earth as a Jew—one who lived and ministered in the historical and cultural setting of the Jewish nation.  It is through the Messiah’s interaction as a Jew that God chose to reveal the rich detail of the fabric into which the divine credentials of the Christ are woven."

· McQuaid, E. (1986). The outpouring : Jesus in the feasts of Israel. Chicago: Moody Press.
The Holy Festival's of Israel

· Accordingly, we believe, John gives us a three-dimensional look at the Son of God.

· 1.  Christ’s inextricable bond with Old Testament types, symbols, and prophetic pronouncements is made manifest through His relation to Israel’s feasts.  He was at the feasts as the one prefigured in all of the ceremonies.

· 2.  As a result, when one examines carefully the words Christ uttered in relationship to the ceremonies enacted at the feasts, they take on a new depth of meaning.  
The Holy Festival's of Israel

· His words provide the fullest possible drawing aside of the veil to allow a magnificent view of the anti-typical ministry of Jesus of Nazareth.  While the minds of the people were occupied with the sounds and ceremonies of Israel’s great national festivals, Jesus Christ stepped forward to make astonishing statements about Himself, His Father, His relationship to the eternal Word, what they must do about Him, and the consequences of their decision.  This intercourse between Messiah, feasts, priests, people, and His followers presents a comprehensive revelation of the implications of the incarnation.
The Holy Festival's of Israel

· 3.  The signs (miracles) provide confirmation of His credentials as the one foreshadowed in the symbolism of the feasts.  He would not only say He was the “I AM” and one with the Father but would also demonstrate through His miracles that what He said was a fact they must act upon.

· This work is not offered as a commentary on the entire gospel but rather as an examination of the implications of the ministry and message of Jesus Christ in concert with Israel’s feasts."

· McQuaid, E. (1986). The outpouring : Jesus in the feasts of Israel. Chicago: Moody Press.

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· THE HOLY FESTIVALS OF ISRAEL  

· MOEDIM HA'ELOHIM (G-D'S APPOINTED DAYS)

· Recall from our studies of Passover and the Tabernacle that "Festival" or "Feast," in Hebrew, is hag or mo’ed, a "Set time" or "Appointed time."  

· An appointed festival or feast is a "Holy convocation" or "Sacred assembly," meaning in Hebrew mikrah, a "Rehearsal" or a "Recital."  

The Prophetic Feasts

The Prophetic Feasts

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· THE HOLY FESTIVALS OF ISRAEL  

· Therefore, for Jews and non-Jews alike, all of the festivals and feasts appointed by God as rehearsals are for the purpose of revealing the Messiah (Col. 2:16,17) and completing God’s overall Plan.

The Rapture & Feast of Trumpets

· God's feast days are missing on the Christian calendar. 

· Many Gentile believers regard them as outdated, insignificant Jewish rituals. 

· That is unfortunate because they miss the fullness and beauty of God's plan of redemption, reflected in His appointed times. 

· The Old Testament feasts were dress rehearsals for the two greatest events in history – the first and second coming of Yeshua (Jesus) the Messiah, God's agent of mercy and justice.

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· THE FORMER RAIN: SPRING FEASTS (Usually in the months of April-June)

· Yeshua fulfilled the Spring feasts – Passover, Unleavened Bread and First Fruits, with His death and resurrection. 

· God sent the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) to indwell the hearts of believers on Shavuot (Pentecost), the last of the spring feasts. 

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· Jewish sages wrote that Messiah would enter the world stage twice – once as Mashiach ben Yosef, the suffering servant, and later as Mashiach ben David, the conquering King. 

· But they missed the prophetic picture that a single Messiah would fulfill both advents; they believed He would come as two different persons.

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· God's appointed times or seasons are eternal (2 Chronicles 2:4) and Christians – Jew and Greek – honor Him by honoring His calendar. 

· God does not distinguish them as Jewish feasts, but rather His feasts (Lev. 23:2). We think of feasting as a dining experience but God introduced these dates for another purpose. 

· The Hebrew word for "feasts," mow'ed, means appointment, fixed time or signal. 

· For centuries, the Father has been signaling mankind to look to His Son. 

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· 1. Pesach (Passover) / Also known as "The Feast of Our Freedeom" Abib/Nisan 14 

· A. Memorial: deliverance from the death angel  

· B. Traditional: deliverance from slavery, coming again of Elijah 

· C. Prophetic: deliverance from the wages of sin  

· D. Messianic: the death of Messiah Yeshua

· E. Command: eat bitter herbs, eat no leaven, eat unleavened bread, tell your children what G-d has done in delivering them, bring an offering, [sacrifice] 

· F. Scripture: Leviticus 23:4,5    

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· 2. Chag Matzah (Feast of Unleavened Bread)  Abib/Nisan 15-22
· A. Memorial: deliverance from slavery in Egypt  

· B. Traditional: removal of all leaven  

· C. Prophetic: cleansing from sin  

· D. Messianic: the burial of Messiah Yeshua  

· E. Command: eat no leaven for seven days, eat unleavened bread seven days, first and last day do no wage work, [sacrifice]  

· F. Scripture: Leviticus 23:6-8; Exodus 13:6-8 

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· 3. Yom HaBikkurim (Day of First Fruits) / Also known as "First Fruits of the Barley Harvest"  The first day of the week, which follows Passover
· A. Memorial: thanksgiving for the first fruits 

· B. Traditional: this day is not kept by modern Judaism 

· C. Prophetic: assurance of salvation 

· D. Messianic: the resurrection of Messiah Yeshua 

· E. Command: wave a barley loaf (sheaf) before the L-RD

· F. Scripture: Leviticus 23:9-14 

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· 4. Shavuot (Weeks, Feast of) / Also known as "First Fruits of the Wheat Harvest"  The seventh first day from First Fruits (Pentecost)

· A. Memorial: Establishment of the People of YHVH 

· B. Traditional: Moses announces the covenant 

· C. Prophetic: Israel to be a witness of YHVH  

· D. Messianic: the out-pouring of the Ruach Ha'Kodesh  

· E. Command: rejoice, do no wage work, bring an offering of first fruits, [sacrifice]  

· F. Leviticus 23:15-21

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· THE LATTER RAIN: FALL FEASTS (Usually in the months of September/October)

· These three Jewish feasts/festivals/holy days, which take place in the Fall of the year, represent events in the Second (latter) Coming of the Messiah.  

· They also are known as the "Latter rain" festivals.  

· Yeshua (Jesus), as the conquering, judging, ruling King, will be the personal fulfillment of these festivals/holy days in their full significance.

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· 1. Yom Teruah (Day of Blowing/Shouting) / Also known customarily as "Rosh HaShana" (Head of the Year) Tishri 1 (First Day of the Seventh Month)

· A. Memorial: the entrance into the Promised Land B. Traditional: the day Adam was created C. Prophetic: the Day of the L-RD; His coming and judgment  D. Messianic: the day of resurrection and catching away of the holy ones E. Command: rejoice, shout, blow the shofar; do no wage work, [sacrifice] F. Scripture: Leviticus 23:24,25

The Holy Festival's of Israel

·  Rosh Hashanah – Commonly known as the Jewish New Year. In Biblical times, the dates of festivals were determined by a lunar calendar. Hebrew months begin with the sighting of the new moon. Because Rosh Hashanah starts on the first of Tishri – the only holiday that falls on the first day of the month – not all Jewish communities could be alerted in time. Even residents in Jerusalem could miss the start of Rosh Hashanah if clouds covered the night sky or witnesses arrived too late. 

The Holy Festival's of Israel

·  Rosh Hashanah 

· That's why the one-day celebration was extended a second day to give all Jews a chance to participate. Rosh Hashanah usually falls between mid-September to early October. According to Jewish tradition, the destiny of mankind is recorded by God in the Book of Life on Rosh Hashanah. Those who repent of sins are granted a happy and good year. God seals judgment 10 days later on Yom Kippur.

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· The Feast of Trumpets  points to the catching away of Yeshua's bride. "Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed – in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed." When Yeshua says in Matthew 24:36 that no one knows the day or hour of His return, it is a signal to believers that His return will fall on Rosh Hashanah. It is the only Biblical feast with an undetermined start time because of the new-moon sighting.

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· 2. Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) Tishri 10 / Also known as "Face to Face"

· A. Memorial: atonement for Israel's sins B. Traditional: the second Passover; name inscribed in Book of Life  C. Prophetic: the day when Israel is restored  D. Messianic: the day when Jewish people accept Yeshua  E. Command: afflict your soul; do no work at all, [sacrifice]  F. Scripture: Leviticus 23:27-32 

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· 2. Yom Kippur – Also known as the Day of Atonement, it is a time to afflict the soul, fast and repent of sins from the past year. The 10 days between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are called the Days of Awe. Jews believe God reviews the books of judgment on Rosh Hashanah and dispenses judgment on Yom Kippur. The 10 days are a person's last chance to make amends and demonstrate repentance.

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· 2. Yom Kippur – In the Temple period, the high priest entered the Holy of Holies once a year, on Yom Kippur, to make atonement for Israel. He began preparation a week early by isolating himself in a Temple court chamber to keep from becoming ritually unclean. He would rehearse his priestly duties with great fear and trembling; a mistake on Yom Kippur could cost him his life and the nation its covering. Wearing a simple white garment that symbolized purity, the high priest would offer a bull as a sin offering for himself and family. 

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· To atone for the sins of the nation, lots were cast to determine the fate of two sacrificial goats.

· One goat was slaughtered as a sin offering. 

· The other animal, identified as the scapegoat, was driven into the wilderness, symbolically carrying away the sins of Israel. 

· According to the Talmud, a scarlet cloth was tied between the horns of the sacrificial goat. 

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· Each year the cloth turned white, fulfilling Isaiah 1:18 – "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow."

· "The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.  This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is preferred before me: for he was before me. (Jn 1:29–30)

· Again the next day … John stood, and two of his disciples; And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God! (1:35–36)

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· Following the crucifixion of Yeshua of Nazareth, God sent the Jews miraculous signs to validate His Son's sin atonement for mankind: 

· the scarlet cloth no longer turned white, 

· also, the Western lamp that lit other Temple lamps would go out, 

· and the great Temple doors, which took 20 men to move, would open by themselves. 

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· The red cloth meant the Father no longer would accept animal sacrifices for atonement. 

· The extinguished lamp was meant to divert attention to Yeshua, the light of the world (John 8:12). 

· The open doors were symbolic of the unrestricted access mankind now had to the Father through the Son.

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· The prophetic fulfillment of Yom Kippur will come when – after Yeshua's bride is removed on Rosh Hashanah and God punishes the wicked during the Days of Awe – judgment is sealed for eternity. 

· God then dwells with the righteous, a glorious union that is reflected in the final fall feast described below.

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· 3. Sukkot (Tabernacles, The Feast of) / Also known as "The Feast of Ingathering"; the last day (eighth day) is known as Hoshana Raba (Save us, Great One)  Tishri 15-23
· A. Memorial: the time of temporary wandering  

· B. Traditional: thanksgiving for prosperity  

· C. Prophetic: the nations come to worship King Messiah 

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· D. Messianic: the birth of Messiah Yeshua  

· E. Command: abide in temporary dwellings in the land, first and last day do no wage work, bring an offering of first fruits, [sacrifice]  

· F. Scripture: Leviticus 23:34-36

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· Sukkot – The seven-day harvest festival also is called Feast of Tabernacles. 

· Beginning five days after Yom Kippur, it is the most joyful and festive of all Israel's feasts. 

· Sukkot, from which America's Thanksgiving holiday was modeled, has significance historically and prophetically. 

· The Hebrew word sukkot means "booths" and refers to the temporary shelters that Jews are required to dwell in during the holiday as commanded in Leviticus 23. 

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· Sukkot –It recalls the 40-year wilderness sojourn when the Israelites lived in hastily-built housing and "tabernacled" with God. 

· Booths today are built with no fewer than three walls and are decorated with colorful fall fruits and vegetables. 

· Jewish families eat meals in the booths and the most observant even sleep in them.

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· Christians should rejoice during Sukkot because it points to the past, when Jesus came the first time - His birth was almost certainly during Tabernacle's and the future period when God will dwell with the righteous forever (Revelation 21:3-5). 

· John 1:14 says the "Word became flesh and dwelt among us." 

The Holy Festival's of Israel

· The Greek word for "dwelt," skenoo, means tent or encampment. 

· When Yeshua returns to rule and reign from Zion, it will be in all His splendor and glory. 

· Each year the nations will be required to go up to Jerusalem to worship the LORD and keep the Feast of Tabernacles (Zechariah 14:16). 

· Those that don't will be denied rain. 

· While this plague should be taken literally, it likely has a spiritual application as well.

The Passover
· Passover (See 2005, 2007 and 2008 Passover Lessons)

· THE PASSOVER (Thursday April 9, 2009)

· The Feast of Passover was given by God to be a rehearsal of the First Coming of Jesus Christ.

· Jesus' sacrifice is the pivotal event in God's plan to save humanity.  

The Passover

· The Passover in the Old Testament foreshadowed Christ's crucifixion.

· God declared Passover to be a permanent celebration for all eternity.  (Exodus 12:13-14)  

· Historically, Passover celebrates God's deliverance  of the children of Israel from bondage in Egypt, where they were slaves to the Egyptians (Exodus 6:5-8, 13:3,14).

The Passover

· The spiritual application that God wants us to understand can be seen as  this:  Egypt is a type of the world and the world's system.  

· Its ruler, Pharoah, was a type of Satan.  

· Historically, the children of Israel were delivered from the bondage in Egypt by putting the blood of a lamb upon the doorposts of their houses  (Exodus 12:13).

The Passover

· Spiritually, this is a picture of Jesus and how those who believe in Him are delivered from the bondage of sin and the rule of Satan.  

· Jesus is the Lamb of God (John 1:29).  

· Jesus  is also our Passover (1 Corinthians 5:7).  

· It is  only through trusting by faith in the shed blood of Christ, our  Passover, that we are free from the bondage of sin (Galatians 5:1).  

· This is because the blood of Christ redeems us from sin (Leviticus  17:11, Ehesians 1:7, Colossians 1:14, 1 Peter 1:18-19, 1 John 1:7,  Revelation 1:5)

The Passover

· During Passover, the head of each household was to take a lamb of the  first year on the tenth day of the first month known as Nisan and set it  aside until the fourteenth day (Exodus 12:3-6).  

· In the evening of the  fourteenth day, at exactly 3:00 p.m., the lamb was to be killed (Exodus 12:6)  

· The blood of the lamb was to be sprinkled on the lintel and two side posts of the household door.  

The Passover

· The lamb was to be roasted with fire, with bitter herbs, and with unleavened bread, and the entire household  was to feast upon the body of the lamb (Exodus 12:7-8).  

· The people were  instructed by God to eat the lamb with haste and to be dressed and ready to leave Egypt at the midnight hour.  

· This is the fifteenth day of Nisan (Exodus 12:10-11).

The Passover

· At midnight on that fateful evening in Egypt, the death angel passed  through the land.  

· Every house that did not have the blood on the doorposts and lintel suffered the judgment of God and the Firstborn would die (Exodus  12:12-15).

The Passover

· Exodus 12:

· vs.2--This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be  the first month of the year to you

· vs.3--Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth  day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to  the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house

The Passover

· vs4.--And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbor next unto his house take it according to the number of the  souls; every man according to his eating shall make your count for the lamb

· vs5.--Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye  shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats

· vs.6--And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same  month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill  it in the evening

The Passover

· vs.7--And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side  posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat  it

· vs.8--And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and  unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it

· vs.9--Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but roast with  fire; his head with his legs, and with the purtenance thereof

The Passover

· vs.10--And ye shall let nothing remain until the morning; and that which  remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire

· vs.11--And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on  your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it  is the Lord's passover

· vs.12--For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will  smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and  against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the Lord.

The Feast Of Unleavened Bread

·  Immediately after the Passover comes a Festival that depicts the next step in the fulfillment of God's master plan.  

· After God, through Christ's sacrifice, has forgiven us of our sins, He provides the means to avoid sin, and to live in the newness of life.

The Feast Of Unleavened Bread

· How do we live as  God's redeemed people?  

· The Feast of Unleavened Bread shows us how this was accomplished in Christ.

· Each year as the Israelites observed this Feast, it reminded them of God's deliverance of their forefathers from Egypt.  

· Just as God delivered ancient Israel, He delivers us from our sins.

The Feast Of Unleavened Bread

· The Feast of Unleavened Bread is the fifteenth day of the month of Nisan, which is the day following Passover.  

· It is a seven-day Festival  to the Lord (Leviticus 23:6-7, Exodus 12:7-8,14-17).  

· On the fifteenth  of Nisan and for the next seven days, God forbid the people to have any leavened bread in their houses.

The Feast Of Unleavened Bread

· Exodus 12:

· vs.14--And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall deep  it a feast to the Lord throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a  feast by an ordinance for ever.

· vs.15--Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the first day ye  shall put away leaven out of your houses: for whosoever eateth leavened  bread from the first day until the seventh day, that soul shall be cut  off from Israel.

The Feast Of Unleavened Bread

· Exodus 12:

· vs.16--And in the first day there shall be an holy convocation, and in  the seventh day there shall be an holy convocation to you; no manner of  work shall be done in them, save that which every man must eat, that  only may be done of you.

· vs.17--And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for in this  selfsame day have I brought your armies out of the land of Egypt:  therefore shall ye observe this day in your generations by an ordinance for ever.

The Feast Of Unleavened Bread

· The Feast of Unleavened Bread was so much a part of Passover that the  names of Passover and Unleavened Bread were used interchangeably, almost  synonymously with each other (Luke 22:1).

The Feast of Firstfruits

· The fifteenth of Nisan begins the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which is a  high sabbath.  

· It is a seven day feast to the Lord.  

· The day following  the Sabbath during Passover is called the Feast of First Fruits (Leviticus 23:10-14).   

· The Feast of First Fruits can be found in Leviticus 23:9-14.

The Feast of Firstfruits

· The observance was carried out when the first sprouts of barley came up out of the ground.  

· The lone sheaf was called "the sheaf of the first fruits."  

· The priest was then to take this one sheaf and wave it before the Lord in His  house.  

· This was to be done "the day after the Sabbath."  

· Prescribed  offerings were also to be presented along with the sheaf.

The Feast of Firstfruits

· There are several important events that happened on this day in the  Bible.

· 1. Noah's ark rests on Mount Ararat (Genesis 8:4).

· 2. Israel crosses the Red Sea (Exodus chapter 14).

· 3. Israel eats the first fruits of the Promised Land (Joshua 5:10-12).  The manna that God gave from Heaven during the days in the wilderness  ceased the sixteenth day of Nisan after the people ate of the old corn  of the land.  The day following was the seventeenth of Nisan, the day  when the children of Israel ate the first fruits of the Promised Land.

The Feast of Firstfruits

· 4. The resurrection of Jesus (John 12:24, 1 Corinthians 15:16-20).  

· The Lord Jesus celebrated the Festival of First Fruits by offering  Himself as the first fruits of all future generations (Matthew  27:52-53).

The Feast of Firstfruits

· Jesus is the first-begotten of God the Father (Hebrews 1:6)

· Jesus is the firstborn of every creature (Colossians 1:15)

· Jesus is the first-begotten from the dead (Revelation 1:5)

· Jesus is the firstborn of many brethren (Romans 8:29)

· Jesus is the first fruits of the resurrected ones (1 Corinthians  15:20,23)

The Feast of Firstfruits

· The Festival of the sheaf of the first fruits is prophetic of the resurrection of Jesus.  

· Jesus prophesied that He would rise three days and nights after He was crucified upon the cross (Matthew 12:40, Luke  24:46).  

· This was foreshadowed to happen in the Old Testament by type and shadow (Genesis 22:1-6, Exodus 3:18, 8:27).

The Feast of Firstfruits

· Since Jesus was crucified on the day of Passover, the fourteenth of  Nisan, and He arose from the grave three days and nights after He was crucified, Jesus arose from the grave on the seventeenth of Nisan, the day of the festival of First Fruits.  

· This day would be the day after the weekly sabbath during the week of Passover (Mark 16:1-6).

The Feast of Firstfruits

· In fact, Jesus is called the first fruits of those who rise from the dead.

· But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of  them that slept.  For since by man came death, by man came also the  resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ  shall all be made alive.  But every man in his own order: Christ the  firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. --1  Corinthians 15:20-23

The Feast Of Pentecost

· The Historical Understanding of Pentecost

· In the third month after the Jews left Egypt, they arrived in the Sinai desert and camped opposite Mount Sinai.

· Moses was then told by God to gather the Israelites together to receive the Commandments (Exodus  19:1-8).  

· The Israelites answered, "All that the Lord has spoken, we will do."

The Feast Of Pentecost

· Then Moses gave the Jews two days to cleanse themselves, wash their  clothes, and prepare to receive these commandments on the third day. 

· At  the same time, Moses told them not to come too near Mount Sinai.  

· From  early morning, dense clouds covered the peak of the mountain.  

· Thunder and lightning were frequently seen and heard.  

The Feast Of Pentecost

· The sound of the ram's  horm came very strong, and the top of the mountain was enveloped in fire  and smoke.  

· The Israelites at the foot of Mount Sinai stood in great awe  (Exodus 19:9-19).  

· Moses then went up alone on the mountain, and as he  neared the top, a mighty voice announced the Ten Commandments (Exodus  19:20-25, 20:1-21).

The Feast Of Pentecost

· The Feast of Pentecost can be found in Leviticus 23:15-21.

· vs.15--And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete:

· vs.16--Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meal offering unto the Lord.

The Feast Of Pentecost

· vs.17--Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of fine flour; they shall be baken with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto the Lord.

· vs.21--And ye shall proclaim on the selfsame day, that it may be an holy convocation unto you: ye shall do no servile work therein: it shall be a statute for ever in all your dwellings throughout your generations.

The Feast Of Pentecost

· The Lord commanded that seven weeks be counted from the time of the offering of the Firstfruits omer.

· In fact, Pentecost does not have a fixed calendar date in the Bible, but rather falls on the day  after the completion of the omer count--that is, the fiftieth day after the omer offering is brought.  

· Therefore, Pentecost is seen as the  conclusion to the Passover season.

The Feast Of Pentecost

· Spiritually  speaking, the believers in the Lord Jesus are on a journey out of Egypt  (a type of the world's system and its evil ways) in the wilderness (of  life), awaiting our time to meet God face to face on Mount Sinai (Exodus  3:12).  

· There at Mount Sinai (spiritually), God will forever reveal  Himself to us in a new and greater way.  

· For all believers in Christ, the Commands that were given at Mount Sinai represents the Word of God,  the entire Bible.

The Feast Of Pentecost

· The believer in Christ spiritually experiences Pentecost when the Holy Spirit of God reveals the Word of God to him in a deeper and more powerful way, and his understanding and desire for the Bible increases accordingly.

The Feast Of Pentecost

· One theme of Pentecost is a new revelation of God's will (Leviticus  23:15-16,21).  Two notable historical events happened on this day.

· 1. The giving of the Ten Commandments: Israel came to Mount Sinai on the third day of the third month (Exodus  19:1). 

· The Lord visited the people three days later (Exodus 19:10-17).  

The Feast Of Pentecost

· Therefore, the commandments were given by God in the third month of the biblical religious calendar, which is the month of Sivan, on the sixth  day of this month.  

· This is exactly 50 days from the crossing of the Red  Sea.

The Feast Of Pentecost

· 2. The giving of the Holy Spirit by God

· Jesus was resurrected on the Feast of First Fruits, as was seen in the  previous study.  

· Fifty days after the resurrection of Jesus, the Holy Spirit came to dwell in all the believers.  

· God chose the first Pentecost after Jesus Christ's resurrection to  pour out the Holy Spirit on 120 believers (Acts 1:15, 2:1-4).  

· These astounding events demonstrated the presence of the Holy Spirit.

The Feast Of Pentecost

· Observe the following comparisons related to the 2 Pentecost events:

· Commandments of God written on tablets of stone (Exodus 24:12) and Commandments of God written on our hearts (Jeremiah 31:33, Psalm 40:8, Ezekiel 11:19-20, 36:22-27 and Hebrews 8:10)

· Written by the finger of God  (Exodus 31:18) and Written by the Spirit of God (2 Corinthians 3:3, Hebrews 8:10)

The Feast Of Pentecost

· 3,000 slain (Exodus 32:1-8,26-28)       

· 3,000 Saved (Acts 2:38,41)

· The letter of the Law (Exodus 24:12)    

· The Spirit of the Law (Romans 7:6, 2 Corinthians 3:6)

· Mount Sinai (Exodus 19:11) 

· Mount Zion (1 Peter 2:6) 

The Feast Of Pentecost

· One of the most beautiful images of Pentecost is that of the marriage between God (the groom) and the Church (the bride).

· The biblical wedding service that God gave marriage consisted of two  stages.  

· The first stage is betrothal.  

· You enter this first stage of  marriage as soon as a betrothal contract is made between the two  parties.  

· During betrothal, you are legally married, but do not  physically dwell with your mate.

The Feast Of Pentecost

· Betrothal is so legally binding that  you cannot get out of it without a divorce.  

· The word for betrothal in Hebrew, 'erusin', comes from the Hebrew verb 'aras' and  'asar', which means "to bind".  

· In the New Testament, we can see that Joseph was betrothed to Mary when  the angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she would have a son named  Jesus, by the Holy Spirit of God, who would be the Messiah (Luke  1:26-35).

The Feast Of Pentecost

· When Joseph discovered that his betrothed wife Mary was  pregnant, he decided to get a divorce until the angel of the Lord  changed his mind by appearing to him in a dream (Matthew 1:18-20).

· Betrothal is also mentioned in Exodus 21:8 and Deuteronomy 20:7 and  22:23,24.

The Feast Of Pentecost

· The second stage of marriage is the fullness or consummation  of the marriage.

· In Exodus 19, when God by the leading of Moses brought the children of  Israel to Mount Sinai, God betrothed Himself to Israel.  

· On Mount Sinai, God gave the Commandments to Israel.  

· At this time, God was making a betrothal contract with Israel.  

The Feast Of Pentecost

· The written betrothal contract represents "The book of the covenant" (marriage covenant) that Moses wrote prior to the revelation at Mount Sinai (Exodus 24:4,7).  

· The Book of the Covenant spelled out mutual obligations of God and Israel just as the betrothal contract spelled out the obligations between husband and wife.  

· So, God made a marriage contract with Israel in Exodus 19:3-7, and in Exodus 19:8, Israel accepts God's marriage proposal:  "All that the Lord hath spoken we will do." 

The Feast Of Pentecost

· What does the wedding mean in terms of the Messiah, and what is the personal application to us?  

· Jesus is the groom and the believers in Him are the Bride.  

· When Jesus came to the earth almost 2,000 years ago, He came so that whosoever would put their trust and confidence in Him would  be wedded to Him forever - The New Covenant.  

· This would include both Jews and non-Jews who would comprise the Church - Christ's Bride.

The Feast Of Pentecost

· Today, Christ does not physically dwell with those who trust in Him.  

· Therefore, the believers in Jesus are currently spiritually betrothed to Him.  

· We will  enter the full marriage and physically dwell with Him when He returns for us.  

· However, before we can dwell with the Lord the wedding banquet when the believers in Christ will be wedded to Him must take place.  

The Feast Of Pentecost

· This will take place at the beginning of the tribulation period.

· In the biblical wedding service, after you are married, you have a honeymoon.

· The honeymoon lasts a week.  

· In Hebrew, a week means a period of seven.  

· In Joel 2:16, we see the marriage of the bride (the believers in Christ) and the bridegroom  (Jesus) where the bridegroom is going forth from the chamber and the  bride out of her closet.  

The Feast Of Pentecost

· The word closet is the Hebrew word 'chupah',  and the chupah here refers to Heaven where the previously raptured believers in the Messiah have been enjoying a seven-year honeymoon with Him while the earth was experiencing the tribulation.

· Another proof of the Pre-tribulation Rapture.

Next Week

· The Rapture and the Feast of Trumpets

