Antichrist and the End Times

AET-025 and 026: The Rapture

Revelation Chapter 4

· 1. After these things I saw, and look, a door was opened in heaven, and the first voice which I had heard as a trumpet talking to me said: "Come up here, and I will show you what must happen after these things."
Revelation Chapter 4

· "And the first voice which I had heard as a trumpet talking to me said." The seer connects the first and second visions by identifying only the voice of Jesus. 

· When John encounters the divine, he avoids identifying either God or Jesus by name. 

· Thus, the report of his first meeting on the Lord’s Day lacks the name of Jesus (1:10–20); also here John identifies Jesus by calling him the voice like a trumpet.

Revelation Chapter 4

· The reference to the trumpet is not only a connecting link for the two visions, but a Jew would immediately react to this sound because it meant that something important was to be heard. 

· The trumpet sounded at the giving of the Decalogue (Exod. 19:16, 19; 20:18), the beginning of the New Year, and the onset of the Feast of Trumpets (Lev. 23:24).

Revelation Chapter 4

· In addition, John also knew that it introduced the return of the Lord (Matt. 24:31; 1 Thess. 4:16). 

· He knew by the trumpet sound that he would receive new revelation.

Revelation Chapter 4

· "'Come up here, and I will show you what must happen after these things.’ " 

· The voice of Jesus invites him to come up higher through the door and personally see the unfolding events that will occur in the future. 

· Moses had received a similar command from God, who said to him, "Come up to me on the mountain" (Exod. 24:12). Moses was with God on Mount Sinai, while John in a vision is permitted to enter heaven. 

Revelation Chapter 4

· Inviting John to come up to heaven, Jesus tells him that he will show him future events. 

· That is, John is permitted to see the future unfolding before him from a heavenly perspective. 

· He is told about things that must take place; they are predetermined by God and part of his divine plan (Ps. 103:19). 

· God is busy working out his plan of salvation and John is given the privilege of seeing what is going to happen in the future on earth. 

Revelation Chapter 4

· In fact, the phrase after these things means "In the future" (compare 1:19).

· Write at once, therefore, the things you saw, and the things which are, and the things which are destined to take place after these aforementioned things.
· The visions that John is permitted to see include both realized and unrealized events. 

· They refer to the past and present and comprise the future (see 1:19).

Revelation Chapter 4

· 2. Immediately I was in the Spirit, and look, there was a throne standing in heaven, and someone was sitting upon the throne.

· The word Spirit should be capitalized in harmony with 1:10; 17:3; and 21:10. John’s experience here echoes that of other saints who were in the Spirit (e.g., Isa. 61:1; Ezek. 11:1, 5).

The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· The term "rapture" is not found in the Bible, so where does the word come from? 

· The term "rapture" comes from the Latin translation of the Greek word translated "caught up" in 1 Thessalonians 4:17. 

· Charles Ryrie explains, "The Greek word from which we take the term 'rapture' appears in 1 Thessalonians 4:17, translated 'caught up.' 

· The Latin translation of this verse used the word rapturo. 

· The Greek word it translates is harpazo, which means to snatch or take away. 

The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· Elsewhere it is used to describe how the Spirit caught up Philip near Gaza and brought him to Caesarea (Acts 8:39) and to describe Paul's experience of being caught up into the third heaven (2 Cor. 12:2-4). 

· 2  I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows—was caught up to the third heaven. 

· Thus there can be no doubt that the word is used in 1 Thessalonians 4:17 to indicate the actual removal of people from earth to heaven." (Charles Ryrie, Basic Theology, p. 462)

The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· There are three primary texts which refer to the Rapture: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 1 Corinthians 15:51-57 and John 14:1-3.  

· Components of the Rapture:

· The return of Christ "For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout. . ." (1 Thess. 4:16). 

· "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to myself" (John 14:3)  

The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· A resurrection of dead church saints "The dead in Christ shall rise first" (1 Thess. 4:16). 

· "The dead will be raised imperishable" (1 Cor. 15:52).  

· A translation of living believers "Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up" (1 Thess. 4:17). 

· A glorious reunion "We. . . shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord" (1 Thess. 4:17). 

· "I will come. . . that where I am, there you may be also" (John 14:3).  
The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· A giving of glorified bodies "We shall be changed. For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality" (1 Cor. 15:52-53). 

· "We eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory" (Philippians 3:20-21).  

· Speed of Rapture "In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye" (1 Cor. 15:52).

The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· The timing of the Rapture in relation to the Tribulation period   The debate "In the nineteenth century, teaching concerning the Rapture of the church began to be widely disseminated. This raised such questions as whether the second coming of Christ involves several stages, the relation of those stages to the Tribulation period, and the distinctiveness of the church from Israel in God's program. In the twentieth century one of the most debated questions in eschatology concerns the time of the Rapture." (Ryrie, p. 478)

The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· Why is this issue of the timing of the Rapture important?

· Whole counsel of God The study of the Rapture is important because we want to know the whole counsel of God.  

· The Christian's expectation The Rapture issue is important because it deals with the nature of the Christian's hope and expectation. Are Christians to expect Christ's return at any moment? Or, are we expecting to go through a time of worldwide tribulation?

The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· Premillennialism At the end of the seven year Tribulation period, Jesus Christ will return to earth in power and glory to set up an earthly Kingdom from Jerusalem that will last for a literal one thousand years (see Rev. 20:1-6).

The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· John 14:1–4

Let not your heart continue to be agitated. Be putting your trust in God. Also be putting your trust in me. In the house of my Father there are many dwelling places. Indeed, if it were not so, in that case I would have told you, for I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, again I come and will receive you to myself in order that where I am also you may be. And where I am departing, you know the road.

· Wuest, K. S. (1997, c1961). The New Testament  : An expanded translation (Jn 14:1). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.
The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· 1 Cor. 15:Behold, I am imparting to you a mystery. Not all shall sleep, but all shall be changed. In an instant of time so small that it cannot be divided into smaller units, in the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet, for a trumpet will sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and as for us, we shall be changed, for it is a necessity in the nature of the case for that which is corruptible to invest itself with incorruption, and that which is mortal to clothe itself with immortality. Now, whenever that which is corruptible shall invest itself with incorruption…

The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· …and that which is mortal shall clothe itself with immortality, then will be brought to pass the word which stands written, Death has been swallowed up with the result that victory has been attained. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God who gives to us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. So that, my brethren beloved, keep on becoming steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your fatiguing labor is not unproductive of results, as this labor is done in the Lord. - ibid

The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· 1 Thes 4:13-18  
Now, we do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who from time to time are falling asleep [dying], in order that you may not be mourning in the same manner as the rest who do not have a hope. For in view of the fact that we believe that Jesus died and arose, thus also will God bring with Him those who have fallen asleep through the intermediate agency of Jesus. For this we are saying to you by the Lord’s word, that as for us who are living and are left behind until the coming of the Lord, we shall by no means precede those who fell asleep, because the Lord himself with a cry of command… 

The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· …with an archangel’s voice, and with a call of a trumpet sounded at God’s command, shall descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ shall be raised first, then as for us who are living and who are left behind, together with them we shall be snatched away forcibly in [masses of saints having the appearance of] clouds for a welcome-meeting with the Lord in the lower atmosphere. And thus always shall we be with the Lord. So that—be encouraging one another with these words.

· Wuest, K. S. (1997, c1961). The New Testament  : An expanded translation (1 Th 4:13). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.
The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· God has promised the Church deliverance from divine wrath (1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9; Rev. 3:10) 

· God made a special promise to the church that it will be delivered from the future, tribulational wrath of God. 

· It is best to take this deliverance as a physical removal (Rapture)from this time of divine wrath.  

· 1 Thess. 1:9-10 The Thessalonians were wait[ing] for His Son from heaven. . . that is Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come.

Revelation Chapter 4

· Why does this wrath refer to the Tribulation? 

· First, the context of 1 and 2 Thessalonians deals with the Day of the Lord and the judgment of God that precedes the coming of Christ. 

· Second, the text states that it is a future wrath ("wrath to come"). 

· Third, it is a wrath one can be rescued from by the return of Christ. 

· Thus, The wrath referred to then is the wrath of the Tribulation period and not God's eternal wrath in general.

Revelation Chapter 4

· 1 Thess. 5:9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

· Why does this wrath refer to the Tribulation? The immediate context is the wrath of the Day of the Lord (5:1-8). Plus, this must be the same wrath as 1 Thess. 1:10.

· The whole seven year Tribulation period is a time of God's divine wrath so the protection promised must be for the whole seven years. 

Revelation Chapter 4

· Revelation 3:10 Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell upon the earth. 

· Here is a promise to the Church of preservation outside of the time of Tribulation. 

· Thus, believers are not only promised deliverance from divine wrath but from the time period ("hour") of divine wrath. 

Revelation Chapter 4

· This rules out the possibility of the Church being on earth during the Tribulation. 

· As Ryrie says, "It is impossible to conceive of being in the location where something is happening and being exempt from the time of the happening." 

Revelation Chapter 4

· The nature and purpose of the Tribulation excludes the Church from being part of it.   

· Nature of Tribulation centers on Israel According to Daniel 9:24-27, the "seventy weeks" prophecy including the final "one week" (seven years) is for Israel ("your people"). Jeremiah 30:7 refers to the Tribulation period as a time of "Jacob's distress." "While the church will experience tribulation in general during the present age (John 16:33), she is never mentioned as participating in Israel's time of trouble, which includes the great tribulation, the day of the Lord, and the wrath of God." (Ice and Demy, The Truth About The Rapture, p. 36)  

Revelation Chapter 4

· Purpose #1: Preparation of Israel "The Bible teaches that the Tribulation is a time of preparation for Israel's restoration and conversion (Deuteronomy 4:29, 30; Jeremiah 30:3-11; Zechariah 12:10)." (Ice and Demy, p. 36)

Revelation Chapter 4

· Purpose #2: Judgment for an unbelieving world Revelation 3:10 refers to the Tribulation period as "the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell upon the earth." The second major purpose of the Tribulation, then, is to test the unbelieving world. "Those who dwell upon the earth" refers to those who are unbelievers on earth during the period described in Revelation 4-19. (Thomas Edgar, "An Exegesis of Rapture Passages," in Issues in Dispensationalism, p. 216)

Revelation Chapter 4

· The nature of the Church If the nature of the Tribulation is Jewish and the purpose of the Tribulation is to bring Israel to belief and to judge the unbelieving world, what purpose does the church have in relation to this period? As shown already, the church is promised deliverance from this time of wrath (1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9; Rev. 3:10).

Revelation Chapter 4

· The expectation of the Church is the imminent coming of Christ not the Tribulation period. "Passages such as 1 Corinthians 1:7; Titus 2:13 and Philippians 3:20 are applicable at this point. The believer is pictured as eagerly waiting and earnestly expecting the Savior. Watching for signs is entirely foreign to these passages. It never occurs. Not even once. Furthermore, not only is the believer to look for the any-moment return of the Lord, but he is to direct his life in the light of it (cf. Rom. 13:11-14; James 5:7-8; 1 John 3:1-3).

Revelation Chapter 4

· If, on the other hand, there are specific prophesied signs, in reality we would not be looking for the Savior at any moment but instead should be watching for the revelation of the man of sin, the Great Tribulation, etc. There would be at least a seven-year preparation period." (Earl D. Radmacher, "The Imminent Return of the Lord," in Issues in Dispensationalism, pp. 264-65).

Revelation Chapter 4

· "It is incongruous then that the Scriptures would be silent on such a traumatic change for the Church. If posttribulationism were true, one would expect the epistles to teach the fact of the Church in the tribulation, the purpose of the Church in the tribulation, and the conduct of the Church in the tribulation." (Mayhue, p. 9)  

Revelation Chapter 4

· The Thessalonian's expectation: That Paul had taught a Pretribulational Rapture can be inferred from 2 Thessalonians 2:2-3. In this passage, Paul notes that the Thessalonians had been "shaken" and "disturbed" because they had been led to think that they were presently in the Day of the Lord (i.e. the Tribulation period). The fact that they were disturbed is significant. If Paul had taught a posttribulational rapture, the Thessalonians would have had no reason to be disturbed since they would be expecting signs and persecution before the coming of the Lord.

Revelation Chapter 4

· Thus, they could joyously look to the soon coming of the Lord after the Tribulation. However, the fact that the Thessalonians were shook up indicates that they did not expect to be in the Day of the Lord. A fair inference is that, in line with Paul's previous teaching, the Thessalonians expected to be raptured prior to the Day of the Lord.

Revelation Chapter 4

· Some say there is no rapture of the Church prior to the tribulation and point out that it was not even taught to the Church until the 1800's.

· In Grant Jeffrey's book "Triumphant Return", he writes that about 373 AD Ephraem taught in a sermon that there was a pre-tribulation rapture. This writing can be found in Ephraem's sermon "On the Last Times, the Antichrist, and the End of the World.", Ephraem said in this sermon, "For the saints and Elect of God are gathered, prior to the tribulation that is to come, and are taken to the Lord lest they see the confusion that is to overwhelm the world because of our sins".  

Revelation Chapter 4 The rapture in contrast to the 2nd coming 

· Rapture
· Christ comes for His own 1Th 4:13-18 

·  Believers taken to Father's House Joh 14:3 

· 2nd Coming
· Christ returns with His own Rev 19:14

· Believers come with Jesus to Earth Mat 24:30

Revelation Chapter 4 The rapture in contrast to the 2nd coming

· Rapture
· He is seen only by believers 1Co 15:52 

· Earth not judged 

· A Mystery - 1 Co 15:51 

· Christians taken first 1Th 4:13-18 3 Mat 13:28-30 

· 2nd Coming

· Every eye will see Him Mat 24:30 

· Earth judged Rev 20:4-5 

· Foretold in OT Zech 12:10

· Wicked are taken first Mat 25:1-13; Rev 3:8-10; Rev 4:1

Revelation Chapter 4 The rapture in contrast to the 2nd coming

· Rapture

· He comes to present the Church to Himself 2 Co 11:2

· 2nd Coming

· He comes with His Church for judgement and to set up his Kingdom Rev 19:6-9, Zec 14:3-4; Jud 1:14-15; Rev 19:11-21  

Revelation Chapter 4 The rapture in contrast to the 2nd coming

· Rapture

· Occurs in the twinkling of an eye 1Co 15:52

·   Jesus descends with a shout. 1Th 4:16 8 

·  Jesus comes as a thief in the night 1Th 24:43 

· 2nd Coming

· Comes to earth to do battle at specific locations Isa 63:1-3, Rev 16:16, Zec 12:9-10

· No shout mentioned Rev 19:11-21

· Jesus comes at the end of 7 years of tribulation Dan 9:24-27, 12:11-12; Rev 11:2, 12:6,14, 13:5

Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

· Proof #1: Revelation 19:11-21 doesn't mention a resurrection. The rapture is a resurrection of those "in Christ" (1 Thess. 4:13-18). Isn't it a little bit odd that in Rev. 19:11-21, which is the clearest picture of the second coming of Christ, there is no mention of a resurrection?

Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

· The rapture will be the biggest event since the resurrection of Jesus where hundreds of millions of Christians will be resurrected and translated, yet there isn't any mention here. Don't you think it deserves at least one verse? The rapture isn't mentioned because it doesn't happen at the second coming.

Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

· Proof #2: Zechariah 14:1-15 doesn't mention a resurrection. This is an Old Testament picture of Jesus returning to earth at the second coming. Again, no mention of a resurrection.

Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

· Proof #3: Two different pictures are painted. In the Old Testament, there were two different pictures painted of the Messiah—one suffering (Isa. 53:2-10, Ps. 22:6-8, 11-18) and one reigning as King (Ps. 2:6-12, Zech. 14:9,16). As we look back on these scriptures, we see they predicted two separate comings of the Messiah—the 1st coming as a suffering Messiah and the 2nd coming (still future) as a reigning King.

Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

· In the New Testament, we have another picture added. Again, we have two pictures painted which don’t look the same. These two different descriptions of Jesus’ coming point to two separate events we call "the rapture" and "the second coming."

Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

· Proof #4: The Known Day and the Unknown Day. Concerning the return of Jesus, the Bible presents a day we can't know and a day we can know. Matthew 25:13 says Jesus will return at an unknown time, while Revelation 12:6 says the Jews will have to wait 1,260 days for the Lord to return. The 1,260 days begins when the Antichrist stands in the Temple and declares himself to be God (Matt. 24:15-21, 2 Thess. 2:4)

Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

· This event will take place at the mid-point of the seven year Tribulation (Dan 9:27). The Antichrist has authority to rule for 42 months, which is 1,260 days (Rev. 13:4) and will be destroyed by Jesus at His second coming (Rev. 19:20, 2 Thess. 2:8). The known and unknown days must happen at different times, meaning they are two separate events.  

Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

· Proof #5: A door open in heaven (Revelation 4:1). The door in heaven is opened to let John into heaven. We believe John's call into heaven is prophetic of the Church being caught up at the rapture (see proof #6). In Revelation 19:11, heaven is opened again, this time to let the armies which are already in heaven out. This is the Church, which has been raptured at a previous time, following Jesus out of heaven at the second coming

Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

· Proof #6: "Come up here." (Revelation 4:1). A voice called for the apostle John to "Come up here," and immediately he was in heaven. This could be a prophetic reference to the rapture of the Church. The words "Come up here" are spoken to the two witnesses who are killed in the middle of the Tribulation, who are resurrected and ascend into heaven (Rev. 11:12). Therefore, the phrase "Come up here" could mean the Church is raptured in Rev. 4:1. The word "Church" is mentioned 22 times in Rev. 1-3, but is not mentioned again until Rev. 22:17.

Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

· Proof #7: The 24 elders have their crowns. After John is called up into heaven, he sees the 24 elders with their crowns (Rev. 4:4-10). We know that Christians will receive their rewards (crowns) at the rapture (2 Tim. 4:8, 1 Pet. 5:4). We will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous (Luke 14:14). The elders couldn't receive their crowns unless the resurrection (rapture) has taken place.

Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

· Proof #8 Holy ones are already with Jesus in heaven (Zech. 14:5, Rev. 19:14). The armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, follow Jesus out of heaven at His second coming (Rev. 19:14, Zech. 14:5, Col. 3:4). These are not angels because Rev. 19:8 tells us the fine linen is the righteousness of the saints. In order to come out of heaven we first have to go in, indicating a previous rapture. 

· Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

·   Proof #9: Kept from the hour of testing (Rev. 3:10). Revelation 3:10 says we will be kept out of the hour of testing which will come upon the whole earth (the Tribulation). Some have wrongly believed "keep" means to keep through, or protect through the Tribulation. Suppose you approach a high voltage area with a sign that says, "Keep Out." Does that mean you can enter and be protected? No, it means you are forbidden from entering the area. 

Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

· But this verse also says He will keep us from the hour of testing. It is not just the testing, but the time period. If a student is excused from a test, he still may have to sit in the class while others take the test. But if he is excused from the hour of testing, he can go home. The Church will be called home before the hour of testing.  

Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

· #10: Angels don't resurrect people when they gather them for judgment.  When the angels are sent forth to gather the elect at the second coming (Matt. 24:29-31), some have wrongly interpreted this as the rapture. There is one huge problem with this interpretation. If we are resurrected at this time, why would we need angels to gather us?

Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

· In the resurrection, we will be like the angels (Matt. 22:30), able to travel in the air at will. Obviously, these people who are gathered are not resurrected, therefore it can't be the rapture. No one would claim the wicked are raptured at this time, yet Matthew 13:39-41, 49 says the angels will not only gather the elect, but also the wicked. This gathering is not a resurrection.  

Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

· Proof #11: Both wicked and righteous both can't be taken first. First Thessalonians 4:13-17 says the righteous are taken and the wicked are left behind. Matthew 13:30, 49 says the wicked are taken first and righteous are left behind. This points to two separate events, the rapture and the second coming.

Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

· Proof #12: Jesus returns from the wedding. When Jesus returns to earth at the second coming, He will return from a wedding (Luke 12:36). At the rapture, Jesus is married to His bride, the Church. After the wedding, He will return to earth.

Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

· Proof #13: Jesus will receive us to Himself, not us to receive Him (John 14:2-3). Jesus said He would prepare a place for the Church in heaven, then He would come again to receive us to Himself. Why would Jesus prepare a place for us in heaven and then not take us there? At the rapture, He will come to receive us to Himself, "that where I am (heaven), there you may be also."

Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

· If the rapture occurred at the same time as the second coming, we would go up to the clouds and then immediately come back to earth. That would contradict John 14:2-3.

Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

· Proof #14: The one who restrains is taken out of the way. In 2 Thess. 2:6-7, Paul says "the one who restrains will be taken out of the way" before the Antichrist can be revealed. We believe this refers to the rapture because the Church is clearly the biggest obstacle to the Antichrist becoming a world ruler.

Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

· Proof #15: The separation of the sheep and goats (Matt. 25:31-46). If the rapture occurred at the second coming, why would the sheep and the goats need to be separated immediately after the second coming? A rapture at the second coming would have already separated the sheep and the goats. With a Pre-Tribulation rapture, the people saved after the rapture will need to be separated after the second coming.

Sixteen scriptural proofs that the rapture is pre-tribulation

· Proof #16: Who will populate the Millennium? If the rapture occurs at the second coming and the wicked are cast into hell at that time, who will be left to populate the millennium? Only people in their natural (non-resurrected) bodies will be able to have children (Matt. 22:30). With a Pre-Tribulation rapture, the people saved after the rapture who are alive at the second coming will populate the earth during the Millennium

The Rapture

· Jesus prophesied about His stunning return to intervene in the activities of mankind on Planet Earth using metaphorical language that you and I would not use in describing our Lord. 

· He said: "And this know, that if the goodman of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched, and not have suffered his house to be broken through. Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not" (Lk. 12: 39-40).

The Rapture

· Day of Lord a Stunning Surprise
· Jesus is forewarning here of a specific "Day" when He says: "Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed." That is the day the entire Book of the Revelation addresses. It is the day that begins, according to Jesus, like a "Thief in the night" experience for the world.

The Rapture

· The Apostle Paul and the Apostle Peter address this special "Day" using similar metaphorical language. Paul described how Jesus’ return at the end of the age will begin: "For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night" (1 Thess. 5:2).

The Rapture

· Peter foretold how the Lord’s second coming will begin, in describing that astounding "Day" in its totality: "But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up" (2 Pet. 3:10).

· Could this, then, be describing the Second Coming, and not the Rapture?

The Rapture

· No, we should understand, then, that the "Day of the Lord" starts Christ’s second coming from the moment He breaks in upon an unexpecting world of rebellious earth-dwellers. That "Day of the Lord" lasts through to the complete remaking of the heavens and the earth, as reported by John, who recorded the vision he was given:

The Rapture

· "And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.

· And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

· And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. (Feast of Tabernacles fulfilled)

The Rapture

· 1 Thessalonians 5:9, "For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ," and Revelation 13:7, "And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations."

The Rapture

· _Pre-trib detractors just cannot escape Jesus' restriction against knowing the timing of the rapture. 

· In fact, our Lord was so restrictive about the rapture, He said its occurrence would come as a total surprise. "Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh" (Matthew 24:44).

· Now as far as the second coming goes, the Bible couldn't be plainer:

The Rapture

· _It clearly states that Jesus will return 1260 days from the moment the Antichrist sits in the Temple of God and declares himself to be God. 

· Because there exists both a known and an unknown date, many scholars have logically concluded that there must be two different events occurring--the rapture and the second coming.

The Rapture

· Because Revelation is obviously about Israel during the tribulation, and not on the church, most post-tribulationists have adopted a replacement theology view in order to maintain the focus on them.

· Replacementism is the view that Israel, having failed God, has been replaced by the Church. The Church is now seen as spiritual Israel and spiritual Jerusalem. This teaching claims that all the promises and blessings, in fact Israel's entire inheritance, now belongs to the Church. 

The Rapture

· Dispensational theology, taught by nearly all pre-tribulationists, teaches that God has separate strategies for dealing with the Church and the Jews. 

· When you consider the change in focus, during the tribulation, from the Church to Israel, the pre-trib rapture provides a good explanation for this transfer of attention.

· To say that Israel is no longer God's chosen people is really playing with fire.

The Rapture

· Why, because the Antichrist will likely be saying the same thing when he tries to destroy the Jews during the tribulation. 

· "This is what the Lord says, he who appoints the sun to shine by day, who decrees the moon and stars to shine by night, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar - the Lord Almighty is his name: 'Only if these decrees vanish from my sight,' declares the Lord, 'will the descendants of Israel ever cease to be a nation before me'" (Jeremiah 31:35-36).

The Rapture

· Right after the rapture, millions of people will find "religion," repenting of every sin they have committed--and of some they haven't. 

· The prophecy section in all Christian bookstores will be cleaned out, and you may need reservations to attend Sunday church services. Well, maybe not at all churches. 

· The world will be in a state of supreme chaos, and out of this mess will arise the man who will have an answer to every question. 

The Rapture

· This man, the Antichrist, has been repeatedly mentioned in the New Testament. Paul the Apostle spoke of him frequently. 

· The Antichrist will be the greatest salesman in history because he will sell the people the biggest lie ever. Satan will be so impressed with him that he will give this man his full power. Paul also stated that because the people will have no pleasure in the truth, God will send them strong delusion that they may be damned. Exactly what that delusion is, we can only guess. 

· What methodology the Antichrist will use to explain away the rapture, I have no idea. Some say he will cite space aliens as the reason.

The Rapture

· The Rapture:  Answering our critics By Terry James 

· This generation is full of scoffers, mocking the prophesied return of Jesus Christ to Planet Earth. This is as the great Apostle Peter foretold it would be at the end of the age of grace (Church Age): "Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation" (2 Pet. 3:3-4).

The Rapture

· God’s prophecies are 100 percent accurate, so it doesn’t surprise in the least that there is the scoffing and mocking today, exactly as one of God’s prophets said there will be as time nears the Lord’s return. 

· Many signals are occurring simultaneously, and with phenomenal frequency and intensity, pointing to where we are on God’s prophetic timeline. Chief among these are all of the geopolitical dynamic intrigues surrounding the nation Israel –God’s prophetic timepiece. 

The Rapture

· The sneering at the thought that there could possibly be a rapture just throws fuel on the fire of the end-of-days deluge –the end that is coming in with a flood of last-days indicators as foretold by Daniel the prophet: "And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof [shall be] with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined" (Dan 9:26).

The Rapture

· Daniel was foretelling what would happen from the time the Messiah, Jesus Christ, would die for the sins of mankind until the very end of human history at Armageddon. 

· Great, convulsing, prophesied issues and events would, near the very end of the age, he forecast, gush through the generation alive at the time like a flood.
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· There are, of course, the die-hard preterists (believing that most all prophecy has been completed or should be spiritualized) and the reform replacement theological enclaves (those who declare God’s promises have been taken from Israel and given to the church). 

· These make their livings throwing mudballs –usually with stones at the centers—at those of us who proclaim the truth that Jesus will come for His Church –all born-again believers—BEFORE the tribulation era –the last seven years of human history that culminates at Armageddon. 

The Rapture

· These, who refuse to see two programs of God’s dealing with mankind, Israel , and the Church --these two dovetailing into one magnificent prophetic culmination-- castigate us who believe that God deals with His creation called man dispensationally (the ages of Adam, Noah, Moses, Abraham, David, the Church, Tribulation, Millennium, etc.). Sometimes, it seems fruitless to try to break through the thick spiritual iron wills of these, in trying to present truth about the rapture. 

The Rapture

· But, these are not the most troubling that seem to fit the 2 Peter 3: 3-4 description, so far as scoffing is concerned. The more concerning, to me, at least, are those who, despite being given, time after time, the same tremendously in-depth explanation from God’s Word about the rapture and the truth that it will be a pre-trib one, continue to come to us with the same arguments to the contrary. 

The Rapture

· This, despite the fact that they visit the Rapture Ready website, and can read more than 15,000 articles on matters of God’s truth, many dealing specifically with eschatology.

· These are Christians who just seem to have it in their determination that they must go through –endure—the tribulation, the time about which Jesus foretold the following: "For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be" (Matt. 24:21).
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· The Tribulation, if we can imagine, will be worse than the concentration camps, torture chambers, crematoriums of Hitler, or the most terrible days of the inquisitions with all of the devilish methods of torture. Yet, there seems to be a need –they deludedly think—for some Christians to go through that time, during which Antichrist will do his dead-level best to kill every person who refuses to worship him

The Rapture

· Tribulation Saint Wannabes by Todd Strandberg

· You folks probably have no idea how many times a day I receive e-mail messages from tribulation saint wannabes who write to encourage me to rethink my belief in the pre-trib rapture. Because Rapture Ready is now one of the leading sites on the subject of the rapture, I'm constantly receiving messages that challenge my pre-trib view.

The Rapture

· Many of these people rant about how I'm setting all my readers up for the big Antichrist deception. I'm constantly being told that the pretribulation rapture doctrine is the "great apostasy" and that anyone preaching this view is an agent of the devil.

· Most of these people are so much in love with the idea of a post-trib rapture that they don't even bother to validate their view with Scripture. I would estimate that 90 percent of the people who write me never quote a single verse from the Bible.
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· If for some odd reason the rapture fails to occur before the tribulation, they believe despondent Christians will mistake the false messiah for the real one. Of course, nowhere in the Bible does it say this type of scenario will take place.

· For the sake of the argument, granting the possibility that the rapture transpires at a later time, there's no logical reason for a Bible-believing Christian to be tricked into following the Antichrist. It's normally the post-trib folks who are the most vocal about their predictions of mass defections from the faith

The Rapture

· I think telling the difference between the Antichrist and Jesus Christ will be as easy as telling the difference between a $5 watch sold at Wal-Mart and a $5,000 watch made by Rolex. 

· Because the Bible teaches we will be raptured to meet the Lord Jesus in the air, no man on earth could possibly qualify as the Messiah. 

· I would simply say, if you haven't been raptured yet, keep waiting for the real Savior.

The Rapture

· "For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord" (1 Th 4:16-17).
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· Because Revelation proclaims Jesus will return with great power and majesty, it's pure folly to follow after a political leader that appears on the scene via a humble stage door.

· "And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man… 

The Rapture

· …hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb" (Rev 6:14-6).

· The most disturbing error I find with the pro-tribulation crowd is the belief that Christians are promised special protection from the tribulation horrors.
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· Some people try to use pre-trib Scriptures like Revelation 3:10 to claim God will protect Christians, but most use their own logic to conclude God's grace will allow us to stay perfectly safe those seven long years.

The Rapture

· The Bible repeatedly states that tribulation saints will face a strong likelihood of being martyred under the Antichrist's demonic rule. 

· Many so-called scholars are able to read the following Scriptures and conclude the passages only suggest that a mild level of persecution will occur during the tribulation
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· "And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations" (Rev 13:7).

· "And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed" (Rev 13:15).
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· "Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their works do follow them" (Rev 14:12-13).

The Rapture

· "And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years" (Rev 20:4).
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· Jesus made His own prediction about how bad the global persecution of believers will be during the tribulation. He added an ominous warning that some people will betray one another.

· "Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another" (Mat 24:9-10).
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· The prophet Zechariah predicted that two-thirds of the Jewish people will perish. If 66% of Israel is wiped out, where does that leave the poor Gentile Christians?

· "And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the LORD, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein. And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The LORD is my God" (Zec 13:8-9).
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· I've read tens of thousands of messages over the years and I've searched through numerous post-trib and pre-wrath web sites, and I can only recall finding maybe one or two people who realized they would likely be martyred for their faith. 

· The majority of these folks have the bizarre, joyous view of the coming tribulation that simply makes a mockery of the Bible's dire warnings. They also seem to think they're going to be able to walk up to the Antichrist, poke him in the nose, and say, "OK buster, I've got you all figured out."
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· Clearly, we have an overabundance of the type of bravery Peter and the other disciples briefly displayed in the Garden of Gethsemane before they all betrayed Jesus. The Roman soldiers displayed no desire to apprehend Jesus’ disciples, but when the soldiers slapped the cuffs on Jesus, the disciples ran like the devil was chasing them.
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· Without a doubt, people who generally make the boldest statements are often also the first to run. Because they've never fully counted the cost, they're able to make valiant declarations to which they could never live up. I would be a liar if I said I could boldly and easily make a life-and-death decision.

· Unlike these people who feign bravery, I have considered what it would take to lay down my life for the cause of Christ.
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· I think it would take many hours of prayer to reach the point at which I would be able to face starvation or an executioner's ax. 

· Jesus prayed many times for an alternative to the cross, but when He realized there was no other way, He chose to follow God's perfect will.

The Rapture

· One of the most glorious benefits the pre-trib rapture offers is the chance to be delivered from the seven-year tribulation. The only bad thing about it is the fact that millions of people continue to pass up the amazing opportunity to escape God's judgment of the earth. It's a far better choice to be able to avoid the King of Terror and instead stand in the presence of the King of Kings

· "Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man" (Luke 21:36).

