Antichrist and the End Times

AET-023 and 024: Revelation 4:1 and the The Rapture

Revelation Chapter 4

· 1. After these things I saw, and look, a door was opened in heaven, and the first voice which I had heard as a trumpet talking to me said: "Come up here, and I will show you what must happen after these things."
Revelation Chapter 4

· The expression after these things appears ten times in the Apocalypse, of which five are followed by the verb "I saw."2 

· There is no indication whether time has elapsed since the writing of the seven letters to the churches in the province of Asia, for that is not the point. 

· John is seeing a different vision; he is given the unique opportunity to look into heaven and to describe what he heard and saw. 
· 2Rev. 1:19; 4:1 (twice); 7:1, 9; 9:12; 15:5; 18:1; 19:1; 20:3. Of these 4:1; 7:1, 9; 15:5; 18:1 include the verb I saw.
Revelation Chapter 4

· Incidentally, Paul also was taken up to the third heaven in a vision, but he relates that "He heard inexpressible things, things that man is not permitted to tell" (2 Cor. 12:4). 

· John observes and then in astonishment says, "Look!" as if the reader is able to see what he is permitted to view.

· The report that John gives is couched in symbolic speech and should be interpreted accordingly. 

Revelation Chapter 4

· That is, the "Door" to heaven is a figurative expression that conveys to John the limits of his heavenly observation. 

· Not everything is visible to him. 

· Notice the passive voice used here, perhaps as a linguistic device to avoid writing the name of God. 

· The clause would then mean, "a door was opened in heaven by God." 

· But the one seated on the throne is too awesome to describe.

Revelation Chapter 4

· Hence the seer can only speak about someone sitting on the throne (vv. 2, 3, 9, 10; 5:1, 7, 13), and that someone is God Almighty. 

· God had opened the portal of heaven and left it open so that John would be able to see the divine throne and reveal God’s sovereignty to fellow believers.

Revelation Chapter 4

· John was not the first mortal who was permitted to see heaven. 

· In a dream, Jacob saw a stairway reaching to heaven from where God addressed him. Jacob exclaimed, "This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven" (Gen. 28:17). 

· Also Isaiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel were allowed to see God’s celestial throne (Isa. 6:1; Ezek. 1:26; Dan. 7:9).

Revelation Chapter 4

· "And the first voice which I had heard as a trumpet talking to me said." The seer connects the first and second visions by identifying only the voice of Jesus. 

· When John encounters the divine, he avoids identifying either God or Jesus by name. 

· Thus, the report of his first meeting on the Lord’s Day lacks the name of Jesus (1:10–20); also here John identifies Jesus by calling him the voice like a trumpet.

Revelation Chapter 4

· The reference to the trumpet is not only a connecting link for the two visions, but a Jew would immediately react to this sound because it meant that something important was to be heard. 

· The trumpet sounded at the giving of the Decalogue (Exod. 19:16, 19; 20:18), the beginning of the New Year, and the onset of the Feast of Trumpets (Lev. 23:24).
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· In addition, John also knew that it introduced the return of the Lord (Matt. 24:31; 1 Thess. 4:16). 

· He knew by the trumpet sound that he would receive new revelation.

Revelation Chapter 4

· "'Come up here, and I will show you what must happen after these things.’ " 

· The voice of Jesus invites him to come up higher through the door and personally see the unfolding events that will occur in the future. 

· Moses had received a similar command from God, who said to him, "Come up to me on the mountain" (Exod. 24:12). Moses was with God on Mount Sinai, while John in a vision is permitted to enter heaven. 

Revelation Chapter 4

· Inviting John to come up to heaven, Jesus tells him that he will show him future events. 

· That is, John is permitted to see the future unfolding before him from a heavenly perspective. 

· He is told about things that must take place; they are predetermined by God and part of his divine plan (Ps. 103:19). 

· God is busy working out his plan of salvation and John is given the privilege of seeing what is going to happen in the future on earth. 

Revelation Chapter 4

· In fact, the phrase after these things means "In the future" (compare 1:19).

· Write at once, therefore, the things you saw, and the things which are, and the things which are destined to take place after these aforementioned things.
· The visions that John is permitted to see include both realized and unrealized events. 

· They refer to the past and present and comprise the future (see 1:19).

Revelation Chapter 4

· 2. Immediately I was in the Spirit, and look, there was a throne standing in heaven, and someone was sitting upon the throne.

· The word Spirit should be capitalized in harmony with 1:10; 17:3; and 21:10. John’s experience here echoes that of other saints who were in the Spirit (e.g., Isa. 61:1; Ezek. 11:1, 5).

The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· A 1994 survey by U.S. News and World Report found that 61 percent of Americans believe that Jesus Christ will return to earth, and 44 percent believe in the rapture of the church. 

· (Jeffery L. Sheler, "The Christmas Covenant," U.S. News and World Report, December 19, 1994, pp. 62, 64)

The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· The term "rapture" is not found in the Bible, so where does the word come from? 

· The term "rapture" comes from the Latin translation of the Greek word translated "caught up" in 1 Thessalonians 4:17. 

· Charles Ryrie explains, "The Greek word from which we take the term 'rapture' appears in 1 Thessalonians 4:17, translated 'caught up.' 

· The Latin translation of this verse used the word rapturo. 

· The Greek word it translates is harpazo, which means to snatch or take away. 
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· Elsewhere it is used to describe how the Spirit caught up Philip near Gaza and brought him to Caesarea (Acts 8:39) and to describe Paul's experience of being caught up into the third heaven (2 Cor. 12:2-4). 

· Thus there can be no doubt that the word is used in 1 Thessalonians 4:17 to indicate the actual removal of people from earth to heaven." (Charles Ryrie, Basic Theology, p. 462)

The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· There are three primary texts which refer to the Rapture: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 1 Corinthians 15:51-57 and John 14:1-3.  

· Components of the Rapture:

· The return of Christ "For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout. . ." (1 Thess. 4:16). 

· "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to myself" (John 14:3) 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· A resurrection of dead church saints "The dead in Christ shall rise first" (1 Thess. 4:16). 

· "The dead will be raised imperishable" (1 Cor. 15:52).  

· A translation of living believers "Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up" (1 Thess. 4:17). 

· A glorious reunion "We. . . shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord" (1 Thess. 4:17). 

· "I will come. . . that where I am, there you may be also" (John 14:3). 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· A giving of glorified bodies "We shall be changed. For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality" (1 Cor. 15:52-53). 

· "We eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory" (Philippians 3:20-21).  

· Speed of Rapture "In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye" (1 Cor. 15:52).
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· The timing of the Rapture in relation to the Tribulation period   The debate "In the nineteenth century, teaching concerning the Rapture of the church began to be widely disseminated. This raised such questions as whether the second coming of Christ involves several stages, the relation of those stages to the Tribulation period, and the distinctiveness of the church from Israel in God's program. In the twentieth century one of the most debated questions in eschatology concerns the time of the Rapture." (Ryrie, p. 478)
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· The various views: Amillennialists and Postmillennialists regard the coming of Christ as a single event to be followed by a general resurrection and judgment. 

· Within Premillennialism, though, five main views have been promoted concerning the timing of the Rapture:  Pretribulationsim teaches that the Rapture of the church will occur before the seven-year Tribulation period begins. Supporters of this view include John Walvoord, Charles Ryrie, Dwight Pentecost, Alva J. McClain, John Feinberg, and Paul Feinberg.
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· Midtribulationism Midtribulationsim teaches that the Rapture of the church will occur at the midpoint of the seven years of Tribulation; that is, after three and one half years have elapsed. Supporters of this view include Oliver Buswell and Gleason Archer.  

· Pre-wrath Rapture The Pre-wrath rapture view teaches that all Christians will be taken in the Rapture approximately three-fourths of the way through the Tribulation period. Supporters of this view include Marvin Rosenthal and Robert Van Kampen.
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· Posttribulationism Posttribulationism teaches that the Rapture and Second Coming are facets of a single event which will occur at the end of the Tribulation period. 

· Thus, the church will be on earth during the seven years Tribulation period. 

· Supporters of this view include George Ladd, Robert Gundry and Douglas Moo.
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· Partial Rapture The Partial rapture view teaches that only the "spiritual" Christians who are watching and waiting for the Lord's return will be taken in the Rapture. 

· Then during the seven years of Tribulation other Church Age saints who were not prepared for the initial Rapture will be raptured at various intervals. This view originated with Robert Govett in 1835 and was also taught by J. A. Seiss and G.H. Lang. 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· Why is this issue of the timing of the Rapture important?

· Whole counsel of God The study of the Rapture is important because we want to know the whole counsel of God.  

· The Christian's expectation The Rapture issue is important because it deals with the nature of the Christian's hope and expectation. Are Christians to expect Christ's return at any moment? Or, are we expecting to go through a time of worldwide tribulation?
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· A Biblical defense of Pretribulationism 

· Of these five views why is Pretribulationism to be preferred? 

· The following are biblical evidences for a Pretribulational Rapture:  

· The pillars of Pretribulationism: The foundation of Pretribulationism has four elements:  

· Consistent literal interpretation The literal method of interpretation attempts to explain the original sense of the writer according to the normal usages of words and language. 
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· The literal method interprets all of the Bible in a normal and plain way, all the time understanding that the Bible, at times, uses symbols, figures of speech and types.

· Distinction between Israel and the Church The more one recognizes the biblical distinction between Israel and the church, the clearer one will be able to see God's distinct plan for each group. According to Thomas Ice, "If Israel and the church are not distinguished, then there is no basis for seeing a future for Israel or for the church as a new and unique people of God.
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· If Israel and the church are merged into a single program, then the Old Testament promises for Israel will never be fulfilled and are usually seen by replacement theologians as spiritually fulfilled by the church. The merging of Israel's destiny into the church not only makes into one what the Scriptures understand as two, but it also removes a need for future restoration of God's original elect people in order to fulfill literally His promise that they will one day be the head and not the tail (Deuteronomy 28:13).
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· The more that believers see a distinct plan for Israel and a distinct plan for the church, the more they realize that when the New Testament speaks to the church it is describing a separate destiny and hope for her. The church becomes more distinct in the plan of God. Israel's future includes the seven-year tribulation, and then shortly before Christ's return to Jerusalem she will be converted to Jesus as her Messiah. . . .
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· On the other hand, the distinct hope for the church is Christ's any-moment return. Thus, a distinction between Israel and the church, as taught in the Bible, provides a basis of support for the pretribulational rapture. Those who merge the two programs cannot logically support the biblical arguments for pretribulationism." (Thomas Ice and Timothy Demy, The Truth About The Rapture, pp. 25-26)
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· Futurism Pretribulationism takes a futuristic interpretation of Daniel 9:24-27 and the book of Revelation. Daniel 9:24-27 gives the seven-year chronological framework of the Tribulation while Revelation 6-18 details the judgments that make up this period. Futurism sees prophecy as being fulfilled in the future, namely with the Tribulation period, the Second Coming of Christ to earth, and the Millennial Kingdom.
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· Futurism is opposed to preterism, which sees prophecy as already being fulfilled in the past, predominately in A.D. 70. 

· Futurism is also opposed to historicism which sees prophecy being fulfilled in the current Church Age.

The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· Premillennialism At the end of the seven year Tribulation period, Jesus Christ will return to earth in power and glory to set up an earthly Kingdom from Jerusalem that will last for a literal one thousand years (see Rev. 20:1-6).
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· Proper methodology for addressing the rapture issue: 

· What is the proper method for addressing this issue of the timing of the Rapture?  

· Examine the Rapture and Second Coming passages: 

· Go first to the portions of Scripture that speak directly about the Rapture and the return of the Lord to earth.
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· Study John 14:1-3; 1 Corinthians 15:51-58; and 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 for the Rapture. 

· Examine Zechariah 14:1-21; Matthew 24:29-31; Mark 13:24-27; Luke 21:25-27; and Revelation 19 for the Second Coming to earth.
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· John 14:1–4

Let not your heart continue to be agitated. Be putting your trust in God. Also be putting your trust in me. In the house of my Father there are many dwelling places. Indeed, if it were not so, in that case I would have told you, for I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, again I come and will receive you to myself in order that where I am also you may be. And where I am departing, you know the road.

· Wuest, K. S. (1997, c1961). The New Testament  : An expanded translation (Jn 14:1). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.
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· 1 Cor. 15:Behold, I am imparting to you a mystery. Not all shall sleep, but all shall be changed. In an instant of time so small that it cannot be divided into smaller units, in the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet, for a trumpet will sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and as for us, we shall be changed, for it is a necessity in the nature of the case for that which is corruptible to invest itself with incorruption, and that which is mortal to clothe itself with immortality. Now, whenever that which is corruptible shall invest itself with incorruption…

The Rapture - Revelation 4:1

· …and that which is mortal shall clothe itself with immortality, then will be brought to pass the word which stands written, Death has been swallowed up with the result that victory has been attained. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God who gives to us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. So that, my brethren beloved, keep on becoming steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your fatiguing labor is not unproductive of results, as this labor is done in the Lord. - ibid
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· 1 Thes 4:13-18  
Now, we do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who from time to time are falling asleep [dying], in order that you may not be mourning in the same manner as the rest who do not have a hope. For in view of the fact that we believe that Jesus died and arose, thus also will God bring with Him those who have fallen asleep through the intermediate agency of Jesus. For this we are saying to you by the Lord’s word, that as for us who are living and are left behind until the coming of the Lord, we shall by no means precede those who fell asleep, because the Lord himself with a cry of command… 
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· …with an archangel’s voice, and with a call of a trumpet sounded at God’s command, shall descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ shall be raised first, then as for us who are living and who are left behind, together with them we shall be snatched away forcibly in [masses of saints having the appearance of] clouds for a welcome-meeting with the Lord in the lower atmosphere. And thus always shall we be with the Lord. So that—be encouraging one another with these words.

· Wuest, K. S. (1997, c1961). The New Testament  : An expanded translation (1 Th 4:13). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.
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· Zechariah 14:1-21   1Lo, a day hath come to Jehovah, And divided hath been thy spoil in thy midst. 2And I have gathered all the nations unto Jerusalem to battle, And captured hath been the city, And spoiled have been the houses, And the women are lain with, Gone forth hath half the city in a removal, And the remnant of the people are not cut off from the city. 3And gone forth hath Jehovah, And He hath fought against those nations, As in the day of His fighting in a day of conflict. 
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· 4And stood have His feet, in that day, On the mount of Olives, That is before Jerusalem eastward, And cleft hath been the mount of Olives at its midst, To the east, and to the west, a very great valley, And removed hath the half of the mount towards the north. And its half towards the south. 5And ye have fled to the valley of My mountains, For join doth the valley of the mountains to Azal, And ye have fled as ye fled before the shaking, In the days of Uzziah king of Judah, And come in hath Jehovah my God, All holy ones are with Thee. 
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· 6And it hath come to pass, in that day, The precious light is not, it is dense darkness, 7And there hath been one day, It is known to Jehovah, not day nor night, And it hath been at evening-time—there is light.  8
And it hath come to pass, in that day, Go forth do living waters from Jerusalem, Half of them unto the eastern sea, And half of them unto the western sea, In summer and in winter it is. 9And Jehovah hath become king over all the land, In that day there is one Jehovah, and His name one. 
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· 10Changed is all the land as a plain, From Gebo to Rimmon, south of Jerusalem, And she hath been high, and hath dwelt in her place, Even from the gate of Benjamin To the place of the first gate, unto the front gate, And from the tower of Hananeel, Unto the wine-vats of the king. 11And they have dwelt in her, And destruction is no more, And Jerusalem hath dwelt confidently. 12And this is the plague with which Jehovah Doth plague all the peoples who have warred against Jerusalem, He hath consumed away its flesh, And it is standing on its feet, And its eyes are consumed in their holes… 
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· …And its tongue is consumed in their mouth. 13And it hath come to pass, in that day, A great destruction from Jehovah is among them, And they have seized each the hand of his neighbour, And gone up hath his hand against the hand of his neighbour. 14And also Judah is fought with in Jerusalem, And gathered hath been the force of all the nations round about, Gold, and silver, and apparel, in great abundance. 15And so is the plague of the horse, of the mule, Of the camel, and of the ass, And of all the cattle that are in these camps, As this plague.
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· 16
And it hath come to pass, Every one who hath been left of all the nations, Who are coming in against Jerusalem, They have also gone up from year to year, To bow themselves to the King, Jehovah of Hosts, And to celebrate the feast of the booths. 17And it hath come to pass, That he who doth not go up of the families of the land unto Jerusalem, To bow himself to the King, Jehovah of Hosts, Even on them there is no shower. 18And if the family of Egypt go not up, nor come in, Then not on them is the plague With which Jehovah doth plague the nations That go not up to celebrate the feast of booths. 
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· 19This is the punishment of the sin of Egypt, And the punishment of the sin of all the nations, That go not up to celebrate the feast of booths. 20In that day there is on bells of the horse, ‘Holy to Jehovah,’ And the pots in the house of Jehovah Have been as bowls before the altar. 21And every pot in Jerusalem, and in Judah, Have been holy to Jehovah of Hosts, And all those sacrificing have come in, And have taken of them, and boiled in them, And there is no merchant any more in the house of Jehovah of Hosts in that day!

· Young, R. (1997). Young's literal translation (Zec 14:1). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems.
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· Matthew 24:29-31 Now, immediately after the tribulation of those days, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give its light, and the meteors shall fall from the heaven, and the natural powers that control the heavenly bodies shall be disorganized. And then shall be seen the attesting miracle of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the people of the earth shall beat their breasts in anguish, and they shall see the Son of Man coming with the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And He shall send on a mission His angels with a great trumpet, and they shall gather together in one place His chosen-out ones from the four winds, from the uttermost parts of heaven to the other. -Wuest 
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· Mark 13:24-27   
But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its light, and the meteors will be falling out of the heaven, and the natural powers that control the heavenly bodies will be disorganized. And then they will see the Son of Man coming with clouds, with much power and glory. And then He will send off the angels and will gather together His chosen-out ones from the four winds, from the outermost border of the earth to the outermost border of heaven.

· Wuest, K. S. (1997, c1961). The New Testament  : An expanded translation (Mk 13:24). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.
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· Luke 21:25-27   
And there shall be attesting miracles in the realm of the sun and moon and stars, and upon the earth, national distress in the midst of perplexity, sea and billows roaring, men fainting because of fear and expectation of the things that are coming upon the Roman empire [revived], for the natural powers that regulate the heavenly bodies shall be disorganized. And then shall they see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and much glory. Now, when these things are beginning to take place, be elated and lift up your heads, because your deliverance is imminent. -Wuest 
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· Revelation 19:1-3   After these things I heard a great sound like that of a great multitude in heaven, saying, Hallelujah [Praise the Lord]. The salvation and the glory and the power belong to our God, because dependable and righteous are His judgments, for He administered justice upon the prostitute, the great one, who is of such a character that she corrupted the earth with her fornication, and He has exacted a penalty from her because of the blood of His bondslaves. And a second time they said, Hallelujah. And her smoke ascends forever and forever. -Wuest, 
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· 11-13  And I saw the opened heaven. And consider this. A horse, a white one, and He who is seated upon it who is called Faithful and Dependable. And in righteousness He administers justice and makes war. And His eyes were a flame of fire. And upon His head there were royal crowns, many of them. He has a name which has been written which no one knows except He himself. And He is clothed with a garment which has been stained with blood. And His name has been called, and the name is on record, The Word of God. -Wuest, 
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· 14-16  And the armies which are in heaven kept on following Him [in a steady procession, rank after rank] upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, shining, bright, clean. And out of His mouth there proceeds a sword, a sharp one, in order that with it He should strike down the nations. And He himself shall shepherd them with an iron scepter. And He himself treads the wine press of the wine of the wrath of the anger of God, the Omnipotent. And He has upon His garment and upon His thigh a name which has been written, King of kings and Lord of lords. -Wuest
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· 17-21  And I saw an angel standing in the sun. And he cried out with a great voice, saying to all the birds that fly in mid-heaven, Come. Be gathered together to the banquet, the great one of God, in order that you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of chiliarchs and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and the flesh of freemen and also of slaves and of small and great.
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· 19–21
And I saw the Wild Beast and the kings of the earth and their troops gathered together for the purpose of engaging in battle with Him who is seated on the horse and with His army. And the Wild Beast was seized and with him the False Prophet who performed the attesting miracles before him by which he deceived those who received the mark of identification of the Wild Beast and those who worship his image. The two were thrown alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. And the rest were killed with the sword of Him who is seated upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of His mouth. And all the birds gorged themselves with their flesh. -Wuest
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· Examine implications of conclusions: Proper methodology does not stop with an examination of the primary texts addressing an issue. 

· As John Feinberg says, "While one should begin with passages that speak directly about the doctrine under consideration, one must also pay attention to the implications of the doctrine. 

· This is especially important if, as in the case of the rapture, the passages about the rapture and return of the Lord do not determine the question of the rapture's timing in relation to the time of the Tribulation. . . .
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· Implications and relations of doctrines to one another are crucial. 

· If one's position on a given theological issue is correct, it will fit with other known theological and biblical truths rather than contradict them. 

· (John S. Feinberg, "Arguing for the Rapture: Who Must Prove What and How" in, When the Trumpet Sounds, Thomas Ice and Timothy eds. p. 191)
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· Putting it all together 

· "The key point to remember is that proper theological methodology dare not allow us to ignore either the rapture and parousia passages or the doctrines that have implications for one's views on the rapture and second advent. 
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· The Bible does not explicitly tells us the timing of the Rapture. 

· Thus, no one verse tells us that the Rapture will be pretribulational (or midtribulational or posttribulational for that matter). 

· Does this mean that the doctrine of pretribulationism is unbiblical? 

· Not necessarily. 

· Many important biblical doctrines are not given to us directly in one verse. 

· Some doctrines are based on a harmonization of multiple passages.
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· For example, no one verse explains the doctrine of the Trinity or that Jesus Christ is the God-man. 

· Yet a harmonization of passages shows these doctrines to be biblical. 

· Likewise a harmonization of biblical texts shows the pretribulational rapture view to be biblical. 

· The following are the biblical evidences: 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· God has promised the Church deliverance from divine wrath (1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9; Rev. 3:10) 

· God made a special promise to the church that it will be delivered from the future, tribulational wrath of God. 

· It is best to take this deliverance as a physical removal (Rapture)from this time of divine wrath.  

· 1 Thess. 1:9-10 The Thessalonians were wait[ing] for His Son from heaven. . . that is Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come.

Revelation Chapter 4

· Why does this wrath refer to the Tribulation? 

· First, the context of 1 and 2 Thessalonians deals with the Day of the Lord and the judgment of God that precedes the coming of Christ. 

· Second, the text states that it is a future wrath ("wrath to come"). 

· Third, it is a wrath one can be rescued from by the return of Christ. 

· Thus, The wrath referred to then is the wrath of the Tribulation period and not God's eternal wrath in general.
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· 1 Thess. 5:9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

· Why does this wrath refer to the Tribulation? The immediate context is the wrath of the Day of the Lord (5:1-8). Plus, this must be the same wrath as 1 Thess. 1:10.

· The whole seven year Tribulation period is a time of God's divine wrath so the protection promised must be for the whole seven years. 
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· Some have tried to say that divine wrath does not characterize the whole seven year Tribulation period. 

· They say that the early judgments (the seals) of the tribulation are the wrath of man and Satan. 

· The following points, however, show that the whole Tribulation period is a time of divine wrath.
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· Jesus is the One who directly opens all the Tribulation judgments including the seal judgments which begin the Tribulation period. 

· In Revelation 4 and 5 Jesus is the One found worthy to open the seals which He begins to open in 6:1. 

· The opening of the seals by Christ indicates that the seal judgments are divine wrath.
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· The seal judgments which open the Tribulation are consistent with divine wrath 

· "The judgments of these four seals include the sword, famine, pestilence, and wild beasts, frequently used in Scripture as the expressions of divine wrath. Indeed, they are all included and named when God calls His 'four severe judgments upon Jerusalem: sword, famine, wild beasts and plague' (Ezek. 14:21)." (Gerald B. Stanton, "A Review of the Pre-Wrath Rapture of the Church, Bibliotecha Sacra, vol. 148 #589, January 1991) 

Revelation Chapter 4

· Plus, plagues such as pestilence and wild beasts can hardly be caused by man.  

· As early as the sixth seal, unbelievers declare that God's wrath "has come" (Rev. 6:16-17). 

· Unbelievers recognize that all six seals that have happened so far are the direct wrath of God. 

· Robert L. Thomas says "The verb elthen ('has come') is aorist indicative, referring to a previous arrival of the wrath, not something that is about to take place.

Revelation Chapter 4

· Men see the arrival of this day at least as early as the cosmic upheavals that characterize the sixth seal (6:12-14), but upon reflection they probably recognize it was already in effect with the death of one-fourth of the population (6:7-8), the worldwide famine (6:5-6), and the global warfare (6:3-4). 

· The rapid sequence of all these events could not escape public notice, but the light of their true explanation does not dawn upon human consciousness until the severe phenomena of the sixth seal arrive." (Robert L. Thomas, Revelation 1-7, pp. 457-58)

Revelation Chapter 4

· Revelation 3:10 Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell upon the earth. 

· Here is a promise to the Church of preservation outside of the time of Tribulation. 

· Thus, believers are not only promised deliverance from divine wrath but from the time period ("hour") of divine wrath. 

Revelation Chapter 4

· This rules out the possibility of the Church being on earth during the Tribulation. 

· As Ryrie says, "It is impossible to conceive of being in the location where something is happening and being exempt from the time of the happening." 

Revelation Chapter 4

· Differences between Rapture passages and Second Coming passages indicate that the two are different events happening at different times. 

· The central passages dealing with the Rapture are John 14:1-3; 1 Corinthians 15:51-58 and 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. 

· The central passages dealing with the Second Coming to earth are Zechariah 14:1- 21; Matthew 24:29-31; Mark 13:24-27; Luke 21:25-27 and Revelation 19. 

Revelation Chapter 4

· A careful examination of these texts will show that there is enough reason to conclude that the Rapture and the Second Coming to earth are not the same event:  

· The Second Coming is preceded by signs but the Rapture is presented as imminent with no signs preceding it. 

· "In passages that deal with the Second Advent there are signs or events that lead up to and signal the return of Jesus Christ (e.g., Matt. 24:4-28; Rev. 19:11-21).

Revelation Chapter 4

· In each of these passages of Scripture there is the careful and extensive itemizing of details that should alert believers in that day that the Second Advent is about to occur. . . . 

· On the other hand, there is no mention of any signs or events that precede the Rapture of the church in any of the Rapture passages. 

· The point seems to be that the believer prior to this event is to look, not for some sign, but the Lord from heaven.

Revelation Chapter 4

· If the Rapture was a part of the complex of events that make up the Second Advent, and not distinct from it, then we would expect that there would be a mention of signs or events in at least one passage." 

· (See Paul D. Feinberg, "The Case For The Pretribulation Rapture Position," in Gleason Archer, Paul Feinberg, Douglas Moo, The Rapture: Pre-, Mid-, or Post Tribulational? p. 80)

Revelation Chapter 4

· The Rapture is presented as a coming in blessing while the Second Coming is a coming for judgment. 

· "In the clear Rapture passages, the Lord's coming is presented as a coming in blessing for the saints. 

· Nothing is said about His coming for judgment. 

· On the other hand, passages about the second advent speak of the Lord's coming in judgment upon His enemies (Rev. 19:11ff; Joel 3:12-16; Zech. 14:3-5)." (John Feinberg, p. 198).

Revelation Chapter 4

· "In each of the Rapture passages there is no mention of trial before the event. Rather, there is the bare promise of Christ's return for His own." (Paul Feinberg, p. 81)

Revelation Chapter 4

· Second Coming passages are in the context of the setting up of the Kingdom while the Rapture passages make no mention of the Kingdom. "Second advent passages are invariably followed by talk of setting up the kingdom after the Lord's return (e.g., Matt. 24:31; 25:31ff; Zech. 14; Joel 3; Rev. 19-20). 

· So, the second advent is preparatory to the establishment of the millennial kingdom. 

· On the other hand, clear rapture passages give no hint that after the rapture the Lord establishes the kingdom." (John Feinberg, p. 198)

Revelation Chapter 4

· Glorified bodies at the Rapture "It is very clear from 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 Corinthians 15:51ff that at the rapture those gathered to the Lord will be glorified. 

· On the other hand, second advent passages say nothing about anyone (living or dead) receiving a glorified body." (John Feinberg, p. 198) 

Revelation Chapter 4

· "Nowhere in the texts that deal with the Second Advent is there the teaching about the translation of living saints." (Paul Feinberg, p. 82)

· No mention of meeting in the air in Second Coming passages 

· Nowhere in the Second Coming passages is a meeting in the air mentioned.

Revelation Chapter 4

· Differences in timing of resurrections 

· "There seems to be an inconsistency between the time of the resurrection at the Rapture and at the Second Coming. 

· In the central Rapture passage dealing with this issue, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, the time of the resurrection of dead saints in clearly stated to be during the descent of Christ of to the earth. 

· Those raptured, living and dead saints, will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air.

Revelation Chapter 4

· Contrast that information with what is found in Revelation 19-20. 

· There, the order seems to be: the descent of Christ, the slaying of His enemies, the casting of the Beast and the False Prophet into the lake of fire, the binding of Satan, and then the resurrection of the saints. 

· It seems as though the resurrection of the dead will be during the descent at the Rapture, but after the descent at the Second Coming." (Paul Feinberg, p. 84)

Revelation Chapter 4

· Differences in destiny at time of comings 

· "There seems to be an inconsistency between the destination of those who are raptured in the Rapture and the destination of those who participate in the Second Coming. 

· In the posttribulation understanding of the events that surround the Second Coming, the church will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air and will immediately accompany Him on His continued descent to the earth. Compare that with John 14:3.

Revelation Chapter 4

· In the Rapture the Lord is going to come and take those raptured to be with Him. 

· The clear implication is that the raptured saints will be taken to heaven, not earth. 

· If this is so, then the destination of those caught up in the Rapture will be heaven. 

· According to the Second Coming passages, however, the saints involved are headed for the earth." (Paul Feinberg, p. 84)

Revelation Chapter 4

· The role of the angels in the comings 

· At the Second Coming, the angels are the ones who will gather the elect (Matt. 24:31). 

· At the Rapture Jesus is the direct agent of the gathering (1 Thess. 4:16).   

· The "mystery" nature of the Rapture "Paul speaks of the Rapture as a 'mystery' (1 Cor. 15:51-54), that is, a truth not revealed until it was disclosed by the apostles (Col. 1:26). 

Revelation Chapter 4

· Thus the Rapture is said to be a newly revealed mystery, making it a separate event. 

· The Second Coming on the other hand, was predicted in the Old Testament (Dan. 12:1-3; Zech. 12:10; 14:4). (Thomas Ice in "The Biblical Basis for the Pretribulational Rapture," in Basic Theology Applied, p. 269) 

Revelation Chapter 4

· No mention of the Church in Revelation 4-18 

· Revelation 4-18 gives the most detailed account of the seven year Tribulation period. 

· If the Church were to be in the Tribulation period, surely one would expect at least one reference to the Church in this time period. 

· The Church, however, which is referred to nineteen times in the first three chapters of Revelation, is suddenly silent and never referred to in chapters 4-18. 

Revelation Chapter 4

· "It is remarkable and totally unexpected that John would shift from detailed instructions for the Church to absolute silence about the Church for the subsequent 15 chapters if, in fact, the Church continued into the tribulation." (Richard L. Mayhue, Snatched Before the Storm, p. 8) 

Revelation Chapter 4

·   Pretribulationism best explains the presence of nonglorified saints who will enter the Millennial Kingdom. 

· The Bible indicates that living unbelievers will be removed from the earth and judged at the end of the Tribulation. Yet the Bible also teaches that children will be born during the Millennium and that people will be capable of sin (Isa. 65:20 and Rev. 20:7-10). How can this be? The pretribulational view allows for people to be saved after the Rapture and during the Tribulation who will then enter the Millennial Kingdom in nonglorified bodies.

Revelation Chapter 4

· As John Feinberg says, "According to pretribulationism, after the rapture the Tribulation begins. 

· The gospel is preached throughout the Tribulation and there are some who believe. 

· Though many who believe are killed (e.g., Revelation 13:7, 15), not all believers are killed during the Tribulation. 

· Those who live through the Tribulation go into the kingdom in natural bodies. 

· In addition, some people accept the Lord when he returns at the end of the Tribulation (e.g., Zech. 12:10).

Revelation Chapter 4

· Many of these people do not die at that point, and there is no evidence that they are given a glorified body when they receive Christ. 

· These people are also available to go into the kingdom in natural bodies. 

· For a pretrib position, there are seven years to get people saved prior to the kingdom, and some of those can go into the kingdom in natural bodies. . . . The position that is really in trouble with respect to this issue is the posttribulation rapture view.

Revelation Chapter 4

· If everyone who goes at the rapture is glorified, and if the rapture occurs at the end of the Tribulation, who is left to enter the kingdom in natural bodies? All believers will have been raptured and glorified by that time." (Italics mine) (John Feinberg, p.

Revelation Chapter 4

· The nature and purpose of the Tribulation excludes the Church from being part of it.   

· Nature of Tribulation centers on Israel According to Daniel 9:24-27, the "seventy weeks" prophecy including the final "one week" (seven years) is for Israel ("your people"). Jeremiah 30:7 refers to the Tribulation period as a time of "Jacob's distress." "While the church will experience tribulation in general during the present age (John 16:33), she is never mentioned as participating in Israel's time of trouble, which includes the great tribulation, the day of the Lord, and the wrath of God." (Ice and Demy, The Truth About The Rapture, p. 36)  

Revelation Chapter 4

· Purpose #1: Preparation of Israel "The Bible teaches that the Tribulation is a time of preparation for Israel's restoration and conversion (Deuteronomy 4:29, 30; Jeremiah 30:3-11; Zechariah 12:10)." (Ice and Demy, p. 36)

Revelation Chapter 4

· Purpose #2: Judgment for an unbelieving world Revelation 3:10 refers to the Tribulation period as "the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell upon the earth." The second major purpose of the Tribulation, then, is to test the unbelieving world. "Those who dwell upon the earth" refers to those who are unbelievers on earth during the period described in Revelation 4-19. (Thomas Edgar, "An Exegesis of Rapture Passages," in Issues in Dispensationalism, p. 216)

Revelation Chapter 4

· The nature of the Church If the nature of the Tribulation is Jewish and the purpose of the Tribulation is to bring Israel to belief and to judge the unbelieving world, what purpose does the church have in relation to this period? As shown already, the church is promised deliverance from this time of wrath (1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9; Rev. 3:10).

Revelation Chapter 4

· The expectation of the Church is the imminent coming of Christ not the Tribulation period. "Passages such as 1 Corinthians 1:7; Titus 2:13 and Philippians 3:20 are applicable at this point. The believer is pictured as eagerly waiting and earnestly expecting the Savior. Watching for signs is entirely foreign to these passages. It never occurs. Not even once. Furthermore, not only is the believer to look for the any-moment return of the Lord, but he is to direct his life in the light of it (cf. Rom. 13:11-14; James 5:7-8; 1 John 3:1-3).

Revelation Chapter 4

· If, on the other hand, there are specific prophesied signs, in reality we would not be looking for the Savior at any moment but instead should be watching for the revelation of the man of sin, the Great Tribulation, etc. There would be at least a seven-year preparation period." (Earl D. Radmacher, "The Imminent Return of the Lord," in Issues in Dispensationalism, pp. 264-65).

Revelation Chapter 4

· "It is incongruous then that the Scriptures would be silent on such a traumatic change for the Church. If posttribulationism were true, one would expect the epistles to teach the fact of the Church in the tribulation, the purpose of the Church in the tribulation, and the conduct of the Church in the tribulation." (Mayhue, p. 9)  

Revelation Chapter 4

· The Thessalonian's expectation That Paul had taught a Pretribulational Rapture can be inferred from 2 Thessalonians 2:2-3. In this passage, Paul notes that the Thessalonians had been "shaken" and "disturbed" because they had been led to think that they were presently in the Day of the Lord (i.e. the Tribulation period). The fact that they were disturbed is significant. If Paul had taught a posttribulational rapture, the Thessalonians would have had no reason to be disturbed since they would be expecting signs and persecution before the coming of the Lord.

Revelation Chapter 4

· Thus, they could joyously look to the soon coming of the Lord after the Tribulation. However, the fact that the Thessalonians were shook up indicates that they did not expect to be in the Day of the Lord. A fair inference is that, in line with Paul's previous teaching, the Thessalonians expected to be raptured prior to the Day of the Lord.

Revelation Chapter 4

· Some say there is no rapture of the Church prior to the tribulation and point out that it was not even taught to the Church until the 1800's.

· In Grant Jeffrey's book "Triumphant Return", he writes that about 373 AD Ephraem taught in a sermon that there was a pre-tribulation rapture. This writing can be found in Ephraem's sermon "On the Last Times, the Antichrist, and the End of the World.", Ephraem said in this sermon, "For the saints and Elect of God are gathered, prior to the tribulation that is to come, and are taken to the Lord lest they see the confusion that is to overwhelm the world because of our sins".  

Revelation Chapter 4 The rapture in contrast to the 2nd coming 

· Rapture
· Christ comes for His own 1Th 4:13-18 

·  Believers taken to Father's House Joh 14:3 

· 2nd Coming
· Christ returns with His own Rev 19:14

· Believers come with Jesus to Earth Mat 24:30

Revelation Chapter 4 The rapture in contrast to the 2nd coming

· Rapture
· He is seen only by believers 1Co 15:52 

· Earth not judged 

· A Mystery - 1 Co 15:51 

· Christians taken first 1Th 4:13-18 3 Mat 13:28-30 

· 2nd Coming

· Every eye will see Him Mat 24:30 

· Earth judged Rev 20:4-5 

· Foretold in OT Zech 12:10

· Wicked are taken first Mat 25:1-13; Rev 3:8-10; Rev 4:1

Revelation Chapter 4 The rapture in contrast to the 2nd coming

· Rapture

· He comes to present the Church to Himself 2 Co 11:2

· 2nd Coming

· He comes with His Church for judgement and to set up his Kingdom Rev 19:6-9, Zec 14:3-4; Jud 1:14-15; Rev 19:11-21  

Revelation Chapter 4 The rapture in contrast to the 2nd coming

· Rapture

· Occurs in the twinkling of an eye 1Co 15:52

·   Jesus descends with a shout. 1Th 4:16 8 

·  Jesus comes as a thief in the night 1Th 24:43 

· 2nd Coming

· Comes to earth to do battle at specific locations Isa 63:1-3, Rev 16:16, Zec 12:9-10

· No shout mentioned Rev 19:11-21

· Jesus comes at the end of 7 years of tribulation Dan 9:24-27, 12:11-12; Rev 11:2, 12:6,14, 13:5

