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End Times News Updates

· Stealth Jihad Updates

· A Muslim woman in Dearborn, Mich., lodged a complaint Tuesday against Fitness USA for an alleged civil rights violation involving a fellow gym patron. According to Jodi Berry, executive director of Fitness USA, Wardeh Sultan was praying in front of another member’s locker when the member wanted access to her belongings inside the locker. The inconvenienced patron tried to interrupt Ms. Sultan, but she remained prostrate in front of the locker and an altercation ensued.

End Times News Updates

· A manager was called into the locker room to intervene.

· Ms. Sultan later complained that the Fitness USA management was unconcerned about the humiliation she suffered when her prayers were interrupted. She stated that the gym personnel were insensitive, rejected her complaints and did not satisfactorily intervene on her behalf. Ms. Sultan further reported that the manager told her, "You have to respect her (the other patron), but she does not have to respect your god."
End Times News Updates

· The incident is yet another example of special treatment Muslims are increasingly demanding nationwide. Last April, at the Lincoln Park, Mich. Fitness USA location, 200 Muslim women signed a petition demanding separate workout times for men and women, or, at minimum, installation of a divider between the men’s and women’s gym sections. A screen was eventually erected to obstruct the view of the women’s facilities. Another Fitness USA facility recently revised a dress code to allow Muslim women to wear more modest dress while exercising.

End Times News Updates

· Other examples abound. Last week, six imams demonstrated against U.S. Airways for alleged discrimination against Muslims and their religious practices after they were detained and questioned because they had been praying in the Minneapolis airport, loudly invoking Allah’s name and uttering anti-American statements. Recently, Muslim cabdrivers refused to carry passengers possessing alcoholic beverages or accompanied by seeing-eye dogs.

End Times News Updates

· Last year, city public swimming pools in Seattle, responding to pressure from Muslims, instituted regularly scheduled hours for exclusive use by Muslims, including a "Muslim Sister Swim." In June in a Chicago suburb, a Muslim girls basketball team, whose players compete wearing long, blue gowns and hijabs, requested that in competitions with non-Muslims schools, no men or boys be allowed to watch the games.

End Times News Updates

· What is behind this rash of demands for tolerance and accompanying allegations of discrimination by Muslims? Could this be part of an agenda contrived to intimidate non-Muslims into enacting special concessions and privileges for Muslims that subtlety alter American society step by step? Is this the beginning of a militant movement or a cultural jihad toward incremental demands with the ultimate goal of Islamicizing the U.S. and imposing Sharia law?

End Times News Updates

· At the same time, Muslims are alleging with greater frequency and vitriol that a growing intolerance of Islam exists and that the rights of Muslims to speak and worship freely are under attack by Americans. Muslim leaders such as Salam Al-Marayati, executive director of the Muslim Public Affairs Council, insist that Muslims have a right to petition for special accommodation based on their religious beliefs as mandated by the First Amendment. In truth, no requirement exists, either in state or federal statutes, requiring that such petitions be addressed or behavior adjusted accordingly.

End Times News Updates

· Further, the locations in question are publicly owned businesses providing services to the general public under behavioral and societal norms accepted by the majority of Americans. These are not private clubs exclusive to Muslim patrons and nothing prevents Muslims from creating their own private clubs to accommodate their needs. If a religion prohibits males and females from swimming together, its practitioners shouldn’t swim in public pools. If devout Muslim girls must play basketball in burkas away from the gaze of boys and men, competitions may be arranged exclusively with Muslims schools.

End Times News Updates

· In the case of gym patrons, how far will the requests go before non-Muslim women are subservient to the whims and demands of Muslims? If a Muslim woman decides to spontaneously pray between the bench press and the treadmill are non-Muslims expected to alter their circuit in order not to disturb her? What if Muslims decide that they are uncomfortable with the immodest attire of non-Muslims exercising around them?

End Times News Updates

· Will they eventually demand that all gym participants dress according to a standard that they establish as appropriate? Once a Muslim-approved standard of dress is observed in the gym, would it be extended to cover shopping malls, post offices, other community locations and eventually an entire region?

· As for praying in public places, such as fitness centers and airport terminals, to what extent should this be accommodated by American society? Do Muslims really believe that a gym locker room is a desirable and appropriate place for prayer?

End Times News Updates

· Can’t they schedule their day to attend the gym between calls to prayer or pray silently or in their cars? Most airports have non-denominational chapels for all religions. Aren’t these spaces more appropriate for vocal and physical attitudes of prayer than a busy terminal filled with passengers? In a post 9-11 world, it is unrealistic to expect that loud proclamations of Islamic faithfulness mixed with condemnations of U.S. policy will not raise suspicion and cause alarm.

End Times News Updates

· Countless others have immigrated to the United States without demanding that we change our society to meet their religious requirements. It’s unfathomable that an orthodox Jewish taxi driver would deny passage to a person eating a ham sandwich or a Jehovah’s Witness would deny service to a passenger carrying a bottle of wine. We have already re-engineered assembly lines (Tyson Foods and Dell Computer) and overturned a city noise ordinance to allow for Muslim calls to prayer. Squiggle graphics on Burger King ice cream cones were discontinued as they allegedly resembled the Arabic spelling of Allah.

End Times News Updates

· Under threat of a lawsuit, Nike recalled a sneaker with a heel design that was also similar to the Arabic configuration for Allah and built three playgrounds in U.S. Islamic communities designated by the Council on American-Islamic Relations.

· Where will this intimidation and shakedown of Americans and American institutions end? Will racism and bigotry accusations shame us into capitulating and abandoning our vigilance and security precautions?

End Times News Updates

· Will we be lured into curtailing our surveillance procedures, weakening the Patriot Act and enacting religious intolerance legislation focusing on Muslims? Muslim charges of victimization and discrimination have already paved the way for a variety of special treatment and dispensations. How many changes must we see on the American landscape and how far must Americans be pushed for concessions before we collectively say, "Enough?"
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Antichrist and the End Times

· 1 John 4:3
and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God.  This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard  was coming and now is in the world already.

· 1 John 2:18   Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour.

Antichrist and the End Times

· 1 John 2:22   Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus  is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son.

· 2 John 7
For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist.

The Book of Revelation

· "Revelation is a book about Jesus Christ; it opens by presenting Him as He now is, not as the humble carpenter of Galilee, but the omnipotent ruler of the kings of earth. 

· It is all too easy to focus on the earthly Jesus presented so extensively by the Gospels and to overlook His majesty and might; for this reason, it seems, Revelation opens with a reminder of just Who Jesus is—the Jesus you and I crucified by our sins is none other than the ruler of the kings of earth!" 

The Book of Revelation

· "When we understand His might and power, we can better understand His sacrifice and love, and better understand, as sinners, how absolutely vital it is to make our peace with Him and to be released from the punishment we otherwise will meet. As believers, we can better understand just how magnificent is the Being we are privileged to serve, for when we understand this, we should be motivated to serve Him both better and more diligently." - M.S. Mills

The Book of Revelation

· AUTHORSHIP
· The Bible claims that the Holy Spirit is, in the final analysis, responsible for all Scripture (II Pet 1:21), but Revelation, in particular, makes it plain that the source of its information is divine (Rev 1:1,10,13,19). So in a very specific sense, God must be recognized as the author of Revelation. Indeed, it would be a serious mistake to regard John as the originator of this book, for it would then become merely a human being’s comments and prediction of the future, which would deprive the book of all its authority and impact.

The Book of Revelation

· We therefore need to recognize, right at the outset, that this book was virtually dictated by God, and that John was merely the privileged scribe who recorded what he saw and heard (this is not to suggest that God dictated all Scripture, but this certainly holds good in large measure for Revelation). However, it does help our understanding of Revelation’s historical context to consider the human author through whom the Holy Spirit saw fit to communicate this part of God’s word to us.

The Book of Revelation

· John, the human agent, is named four times (1:1,4,9; 22:8). This John is the apostle, for the author states that he bore witness to the ‘Logos’ of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ (1:2), thus indicating that he was one of the original apostles and knew Jesus Christ in the flesh (compare this verse with John 1:14; 20:31). Moreover, the use of ‘logos’ provides a likely link with John 1, for that chapter uses ‘logos’ to identify the incarnate Son of God.

The Book of Revelation

· Acts establishes that the apostle John-ben-Zebedee initially ministered in Judea and Jerusalem. It seems that he left Jerusalem when the church heeded Jesus’ warning (Luke 21:20–22) and abandoned that city as the Roman armies gathered for the war which resulted in the destruction of the temple and city in ad 70. After the martyrdoms of Peter and Paul in Rome (ad 67), and toward the end of his life, John shepherded the churches of the Roman province of Asia (the western regions of modern-day Turkey), with Ephesus as his headquarters.

The Book of Revelation

· Ephesus was possibly the premier church of the first century, for Acts 19:19 may be an indication that its membership was 50,000 within three years of Paul opening his ministry there (see pages 34–35). 

· John’s role in writing Revelation is confirmed by very early church tradition, for Justin Martyr stated categorically, circa ad 135, that this book was written by John, one of the Apostles of Christ.

The Book of Revelation

· Revelation 1:4,11 and chapters 2–3 identify the initial addressees as the seven churches of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea; churches in the Roman province of Asia over which John the apostle had oversight. The Roman province of Asia is what we today call western Turkey, and all the churches were in, or close to, its western shoreline. Some of these churches grew out of Paul’s missions, but others were founded after his death.

The Book of Revelation

· We can date the writing of Revelation around ad 95, for Iranaeus, an early church leader, confirms John’s exile on Patmos and dates his return shortly after Domitian’s death (in ad 96). (Iranaeus, Against Heresies, V:30:3.)

The Book of Revelation

· As we noted, Revelation addressed the churches in Asia just before the end of the first century AD. By this time the Church was well established and had experienced much persecution, but faced even more. Jesus Himself had warned that doubts would arise over the validity of Christianity (Matt 7:15; 24:11,24), and, as the apostolic age was obviously drawing to a close, the Church needed both comfort and assurance. 

The Book of Revelation

· At this point most church members would have been born after Jesus’ death, and few indeed, would have actually known Him in the flesh. Early church writings reveal that questions were surfacing as to whether Jesus was simply a good man and marvelous teacher, or whether He was simply God disguised as man. In other words, the church was wrestling with the question of Jesus’ person: Is He God or man? 

The Book of Revelation

· The biblical answer is that He is fully man (the Son of Man) and fully God (the Son of God). It had also become plain that Jesus’ return may take a while, even though just before His crucifixion He had promised it was imminent.
· These, then, were the considerations which Revelation addressed in its historical context: Who is Jesus? When will He return? What should be done in the meantime? What will happen to God’s people, Israel? What is the purpose of persecution? When will it end? Will their persecutors be punished?

The Book of Revelation

· Revelation 1:19 states the purpose of the book from the human author’s viewpoint: it is simply to fulfill his charge to faithfully record the vision he had been privileged to see. However, this same verse provides us with a clue to the divine purpose in the book, for it was, firstly, to provide a divine assessment of the condition of the churches which it addresses (the things which are), and then, secondly, to record ‘the things which shall take place after these things.’ This last purpose is prophetic, as is clearly stated in 1:3; and this provides a clue as to the major purpose of the book.

The Book of Revelation

· The Old Testament contains many prophecies, many plain but some obscure. Jesus’ life fulfilled many of these prophecies, particularly those about a suffering Messiah, yet it did not fulfill those about a powerful king subjugating the world. 

· This, Jesus Himself acknowledged on the Wednesday before He died by giving the Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24–25 and parallels), which revealed that these prophecies were yet to be fulfilled. 

The Book of Revelation

· Revelation presents a detailed explanation of how these as yet unfulfilled Old Testament prophecies will be fulfilled, and clearly sets forth Jesus Christ’s central role in their fulfillment.

· The divine purpose in this book can be seen as threefold.

The Book of Revelation

· The first purpose is to reveal Christ in His deistic glory. 

· Chapter 1 introduces the risen Christ as possessing all the effulgence of the glory of the Father and also presents Him in a judgmental capacity (the sword of v.16). The purpose of revealing Christ in this glory is to depict clearly and unmistakably His deity—a fact which was already under question by some heretical sects—and also to present Him in an unmistakable judgmental role. 

The Book of Revelation

· This purpose, stated in chapter 1, pervades the whole book; and the necessity it addressed was apparently a contemporary lack of appreciation of the full character, nature, and person of the Lord Jesus. Indeed, this lack has been recurrent throughout the Church Age, a circumstance this discussion anticipated. Indeed, Revelation graphically completes an understanding of Jesus Christ’s person that is not as readily found elsewhere in the New Testament.

The Book of Revelation

· The second purpose is explicit in Chapters 2–3, and meets the particular needs and circumstances of particular churches at a particular time. The Holy Spirit selected churches which cover a wide part of the spectrum of church statuses and attitudes, thereby presenting principles that apply to many churches throughout the Church Age. This universality of application is supported by the general truths about Christ and about believers (‘he who overcomes’) listed under the individual churches, but which, clearly, cannot be limited to them in their application.

The Book of Revelation

· The purpose, therefore, was initially to address the needs of the seven churches, and thereafter to leave a body of admonition, commendation, and promise which would be applicable to the Church Age. The need for this is obvious.

The Book of Revelation

· The third purpose, achieved in Chapters 4–22, is to confirm the apocalyptic and millennial prophecies of the Old Testament. With the emergence of the mystery age, the Church Age, questions would understandably arise as to whether God’s program had been abandoned, modified or whatever. 

The Book of Revelation

· The purpose of these nineteen chapters is to reaffirm these prophecies, to consolidate and supplement them into a fuller and more chronological record, and thus to dispel any doubt about the applicability of this part of God’s program to the Church Age. A secondary purpose is to give the Church a focus for the hope that each believer has by giving a preview of the millennial kingdom and of the eternal life which follows it.

The Book of Revelation

· Revelation thus completes the New Testament argument by summarizing and consolidating those Old Testament prophecies of the Messianic Age of Righteousness which were unfulfilled at the end of the apostolic age, and by clarifying that these prophecies were still to be fulfilled at, or just prior to, our Lord’s second advent, at which time He will set up the earthly kingdom prophesied in the Old Testament (we now know this as the millennial kingdom from Revelation 20).

The Book of Revelation

· Secondly, Revelation also completes the New Testament presentation of Jesus Christ by displaying Him in His eternal glory, thereby refuting any attempt to leave Jesus as merely human or less than fully God. 

· And thirdly, Revelation addresses the needs of the Church at the end of the apostolic age, thus leaving a picture of a Church as diverse as that which has succeeded it, and, consequently, a body of principles which provide admonition, commendation, and promise that is applicable throughout the Church Age. 

The Book of Revelation

· Revelation thus has a purpose which projects itself throughout the Church Age; indeed, Revelation brings the New Testament to a tidy conclusion, pointing, as it does, to the terminus of temporal history.

The Book of Revelation

· INTERPRETATION
· There has been much scholarly debate on the meaning and purpose of Revelation. There are four main schools of thought, which are:

The Book of Revelation

· There are four main schools of thought, which are:
· 1.
The Allegorical. This school regards Revelation as representing by symbols the total conflict between Christianity and Evil, and the ultimate triumph of good over evil. Though the book is still regarded as somewhat prophetic, its specific character as prophesying definite future events is dissipated.

The Book of Revelation

· 2.
The Preterist. This school holds that Revelation is a record of the conflicts of the early church with Judaism and paganism, with chapters 20–22 constituting a picture of the triumph of the Church. 

· Revelation is seen as symbolic history rather than prophetic, or descriptive rather than predictive. 

· This view sees the book as presenting the whole period of the Christian dispensation and the outworking of great principles and not special incidents.

The Book of Revelation

· 3.
The Historical. 

· This school sees Revelation as a symbolic presentation of total Church history culminating in the second advent. 

· The message of the book is one of comfort to a suffering Church, and the millennium is likely to be seen as the present Church Age.

The Book of Revelation

· 4.
The Futuristic. This school sees the prophecies of Revelation 4–22 as having a future fulfillment which is still awaited. 

· Proponents of this view generally rely on a literal interpretation of Revelation for their conclusions, though recognizing frequent symbolism in the literature.
The Book of Revelation

· These various schools of thought have arisen, in my opinion, partly through difficulty in reconciling the ‘shortly’ of Rev 1:1 with the observed course of history. Some scholars understand this word as requiring that the events described in Revelation occurred shortly after John wrote, and thus search history for events which they then try to relate to these prophecies. There, clearly, are no events on the scale prophesied in Revelation (e.g., the death of half the world’s population in seven years), so they are obliged to resort to hyperbole to accommodate history to Revelation.

The Book of Revelation

· Others, recognizing this difficulty, resort to allegorical interpretation; but this opens the door to any number of interpretations, limited only by the ingenuity or imagination of the allegorist, or his self-defined rules of allegorical interpretation.

· The Greek noun translated ‘shortly’ is used only twice in Revelation, once in 1:1 and again in 22:6, thus effectively bracketing the whole book.

The Book of Revelation

· The prophecies bracketed by these ‘shortlys’ include letters addressed to churches that existed two millennia ago (chapters 2–3), clear descriptions of Christ’s physical return to this earth (1:7; 19:19–27), and a prediction of His reign on earth for one thousand years (20:4). Both uses of this word, then, must be understood as having the same sense and yet embrace, at the absolute minimum, a period of nearly three millennia.

The Book of Revelation

· Therefore, only two interpretations present themselves: either, when the events start occurring they will proceed rapidly, or that the whole sweep of history is seen from a divine perspective in which one thousand years is as but a day (II Pet 3:8). The latter interpretation is the only sensible one to follow, for these ‘shortlys’ cover a minimum period of nearly three millennia! 

The Book of Revelation

· This interpretation, too, is in harmony with the doctrine of the imminent return of Jesus Christ—expressed from a human view of history, then, ‘shortly’ denotes imminence and not immediacy, for we have no way of knowing just when, in God’s reckoning, ‘shortly’ will be fulfilled.

The Book of Revelation

· SUMMARY OUTLINE
· Rev 1:19  ‘Write the things that thou hast seen, and the things that are, and the things that are about to come after these things;…(YLT)
· Revelation gives its own basic outline in 1:19 and no adequate study of the book can ignore this, for this outline is stated before this remarkable book unfolds. Our study is built around this verse, for it is easy to understand chapters 2–3 as addressing ‘the things which are,’ and chapters 4–21 as addressing ‘the things which shall take place after these things.’ 

The Book of Revelation

· It is not as easy to be precise about the meaning of ‘the thing which you have seen,’ for this could mean either the revelation which precedes 1:19, or it can be understood as John’s authorization to write the Gospel of John. I favor the latter, largely because the few verses which precede 1:19 are, in large degree, an explicable prologue, and suggest that The Gospel According to John was written after Revelation.

The Book of Revelation

· After all, John could hardly have been expected to delay recording this fantastic vision while he first wrote the Gospel—that would be completely contrary to human nature! So I find no problem in suggesting that he did not execute his mandate in the precise order in which it was given to him.

The Book of Revelation

· Revelation can thus be divided into three major parts: an epistolary division, a predictive division, and an epilogue. The breakdown of the predictive division is informative, for it reveals clearly that the major emphasis of Revelation lies in explaining how God will implement the worldwide judgment which will precede the Messianic Age of Righteousness, both of which are predicted in the Old Testament. 

The Book of Revelation

· These divisions can be further subdivided into the following summary outline which helps us follow the general thrust of this book and relate it to Daniel’s seventieth week (Dan 9:27), a prophecy which our Lord Himself emphasized as significant in understanding the end times (Matt 24:15).

The Book of Revelation

· 1.  The Prologue 1:1–8
· 2.  Christ in His eternal glory:

· The Vision Of Christ  1:9–20
· 3. ‘The Things Which Are’"

· The letters to the seven churches 2:1–3:22
The Book of Revelation

· 4. ‘The Things Which Shall Take Place’:

· Daniel’s 70th week
· a) The Heavenly Scene

· i)  God in His Glory 4:1–11
· ii) The Lamb in His glory 5:1–14
The Book of Revelation

· b) The Judgment of the Earth commenced

· i)  The seven seals

· 1st half 6:1–8:5
· ii) The seven trumpets

· 2nd half 8:6–11:19
The Book of Revelation

· c) The Earthly scene

· i)  The enemy 12:1–13:18
· ii) The remnant 14:1–16
· d) The Final Judgement of the Earth

· i) The seven bowls 14:17–16:21
· ii) Babylon destroyed 17:1–19:4
The Book of Revelation

· e) The Millennium

· Millenium 19:5–20:10
· f) The Eternal State

· Eternity 20:11–22:5
· 5. The Epilogue

· Closing exhortations  22:6–21

The Book of Revelation

· ANALYTICAL OUTLINE
· Summary outlines give us an overview of a book, and thus help us see the ‘big picture.’ However, for a detailed study of a book, we need an analytical outline that breaks the whole book into paragraphs, for paragraphs are rational units of thought, and we need to understand how these relate to one another. 

· We will use the following outline as the basis of our study in Revelation.

The Book of Revelation

· A.  Prologue
· 
Introduction and blessing 1:1–3
· 
Addressees and greeting 1:4–7
· B. The things which you have seen (the vision)

· 
The divine authority 1:1–8
· 
The setting: John on Patmos 1:9–11
· 
The vision: 7 Lampstands (7 churches) 1:12–20
·      The Son of  Man (Christ)

·      7 Stars (Messengers of 7 chuches)

·      Two-edged Sword (Judgment)
The Book of Revelation

· C.  "The things which are" (letters to the seven churches)

· 
1. Letter of Ephesus 2:1–7
· 
2. Smyrna 2:8–11
· 
3. Pergamum 2:12–17
· 
4. Thyatira 2:18–29
· 
5. Sardis 3:1–6
· 
6. Philadelphia 3:7–13
· 
7. Laodicea 3:14–22
The Book of Revelation

· D. The things which shall take place after these things (The End Times)

· 
1. The Heavenly Characters in Prophecies

· 

God on His Throne 4:1–3
· 

24 Thrones of the elders 4:4
· 

7 Lamps (7 Spirits of God*) 4:5
· 

4 Living creatures 4:6–8
· 

Living creatures and elders worship God 

4:9–11
· 

The book in God’s hand 5:1–
3
The Book of Revelation

· The Lamb—the worthy one 5:4–5

· 7 Horns, 7 eyes (7 spirits of God) 5:6
· Living creatures, elders, and all creation worship the Lamb 5:7–14
The Book of Revelation

· 2. The Seven Seals (First half of 70th Week). (Dwight Pentecost, Things to Come (1976), 215.)

· 1. White horse—conquering by war 6:1–2
· 2. Red horse—peace removed 6:3–4
· . Black horse—famine 6:5–6
· 4. Ashen horse—1/4th of population dies 6:7–8
The Book of Revelation

· 5. Souls of the saints cry for vengeance but wait for more martyrs 6:9–11
· 6. Terrestrial and heavenly 


catastrophes 6:12–17
· Winds restrained 7:1
· 144,000 sealed to 





preserve them on earth 7:2–8

· Great multitude (free from trouble) angels, elders 
and four living creatures worship Lamb 7:9–17

The Book of Revelation

· 7. Angels with trumpets 



prepare 8:1–2
· Prayers of the saints to be answered 8:3–4
· Thunder, lightning, and earthquake 8:5
The Book of Revelation

· 3.  The seven trumpets (second half of 70th week)

· 1. Hail and fire mixed with blood: 1/3rd vegetation destroyed 8:6–7
· 2. Great mountain into the sea: 1/3rd life destroyed 8:8–9
· 3. Great star: 1/3rd fresh water destroyed 8:10–11

The Book of Revelation

· 4. 1/3rd solar bodies destroyed 8:12
· Eagle introduces three woes 8:13
· 5. Star falls (Satan); tortures 



men for 5 months 9:1–12
The Book of Revelation

· 6. Four angels released (200m) 1/3rd men killed 9:13–21
· Little book—commission to 
prophesy 10:1–11
· Instruction to measure the temple 11:1–2
· Ministry of two witnesses 1:3–6
· Their death, resurrection, and ascension 11:7–13
· Completion of second woe 11:14
The Book of Revelation

· 7. God retrieves the world’s reign from Satan 11:15
· Judgment on the world 11:16–18
· Thunder, lightning, earthquake, and hailstorm 11:19
The Book of Revelation

· 4. The earthly characters in the 70th week

· Woman (sun, moon, 12 stars) with child—Israel 12:1–2
· Red Dragon—7 heads, 10 horns, 7 diadems: 1/3rd stars destroyed 12:3–4
· Child protected 1,260 days 12:5–6
· War in Heaven against the dragon 12:7–9
· Rejoicing in Heaven over expulsion of the dragon 12:10–12
The Book of Revelation

· Dragon pursues woman for 3 1/2 times 12:13–15
· Earth swallows up the flood12:16–17
· The Beast, 10 horns, 7 heads, 10 diadems 13:1–2
· Fatal wound; dragon worship; world domination for 42 months 13:3–10
· Second beast, 2 horns—control 
of commerce 13:11–17

· Riddle of 666 13:18

The Book of Revelation

· 5. The heavenly forces on earth at end of 70th week

· The Lamb on Zion with 144,00014:1–5
· Last warning of impending 
judgment 14:6–7
· Babylon judged 14:8
· False worship judged 14:9–11
· Preservation of the saints 14:12–13
· The world judged (blood to horses bridles for 200 miles) 14:14–20

The Book of Revelation

· 6. Seven bowls of plagues (at end of 70th week)

· 7 Angels with 7 last plagues

· (victory song of the redeemed) 15:1–4; God inaccessible during the judgment 15:5–8;Judgment commenced 16:1
· 1. Malignant sores upon beast worshipers 16:2
· 2. Death of all marine life 16:3
· 3. Death of all fresh water life16:4–7
· 4. Sun scorches men 16:8–9
· 5. Beast’s kingdom darkened 16:10–11
· 6. Euphrates dried up for final war from East 16:12–16
· 7. Lightning, thunder, earthquake, hailstorm 16:17–21 (Earth flattened)

The Book of Revelation

· 7. Two great judgments (included in the 7th bowl)

· The Harlot judged

· Introduction 17:1–2
· Woman (a great city) 7 heads, 10 horns; 

· 7 mountains, 7 kings, 10 kings17:3–12
· Her sin:  rebellion against the Lamb 17:13–14
· 10 kings will hate the city (world power) 17:15–18
· Babylon judged, Curse on Babylon the great 18:1–3

The Book of Revelation

· Lament over Babylon by the world 18:4–20
· Babylon totally obliterated18:21–24
· Heaven sings God’s praises for the judgment 19:1–5
· Sound of waters and mighty thunder 19:6

The Book of Revelation

· 8. The Millennium

· Wedding feast of the Lamb 
19:6–10
· Christ destroys the armies of the world 19:11–21
· Satan bound for 1,000 years 20:1–3
· The millennial reign and resurrection 20:4–6
· Final rebellion of Satan; his incarceration 20:7–10
The Book of Revelation

· 9. The Final Judgment

· Great white throne judgment of all the unredeemed 20:11–15
· 10. The New Heavens and New Earth 

· Living conditions in New Jerusalem 21:1–8
· Description of New Jerusalem 21:9–27
· The eternal nature of New Jerusalem 22:1–5
The Book of Revelation

· E.  The Epilogue

· The imminence of the prophecy 22:6–7
· Differentiation between redeemed and unredeemed 22:8–15
· Jesus invites all those who wish to come to Him 22:16–17
· Imprecation on changes in the record 22:18–19
· The imminence of the event 22:20
· Benediction 
22:21

The Book of Revelation

· Revelation 4:1 opens the prophetic phase of the book, for this verse clearly defines the discussion from this point on as being about ‘what must take place after these things,’ a phrase that echoes the framework given in l:19. 

· Chapter 4 marks another major change in Revelation’s emphasis; the word ‘church’ that appeared so frequently heretofore will not appear again until 22:16, and its omission in 13:9 is particularly significant, for the same formulaic phrase is used seven times in chapters 2–3, always with the word ‘church.’ 

· So the Church is not found in this division of Revelation; clearly, the book has entered a new phase of revealing Jesus Christ’s place in God’s plan for this world, a phase in which the Church does not figure.

The Book of Revelation

· So the Church is not found in this division of Revelation; clearly, the book has entered a new phase of revealing Jesus Christ’s place in God’s plan for this world, a phase in which the Church does not figure.

· An obvious purpose of chapters 4–22 is to confirm the unfulfilled Old Testament apocalyptic and millennial prophecies. 

The Book of Revelation

· With the advent of the mystery age, the Church Age, questions naturally arose on whether God’s previous program involving Israel had been abandoned or somehow varied (indeed, the existence of sincere amillennial viewpoints confirms the reality of these questions). A further purpose is to consolidate and expand these prophecies into a fuller, more chronological record, thus dispelling reasonable doubts on the continued validity of this part of God’s program despite the Church Age.

The Book of Revelation

· Another purpose of this division is to focus the believers’ hope on the Millennial Kingdom and on the eternal life to follow. 

· Another purpose is to warn unbelievers of the final destiny of the folly of their unbelief, both on earth and in eternity.

The Book of Revelation

· The two major schools of thought regarding the end time prophecies are amillennialism and pre-millennialism. These two schools differ on how to interpret the prophecies of the Davidic messianic kingdom (the Old Testament has many such prophecies, none of which specify the duration of this kingdom, but which Revelation 20 repeatedly specifies will last one thousand years—hence the term ‘millennium’). 

The Book of Revelation

· Amillennialists see Israel’s rejection of Jesus as their Messiah as abrogating the literal fulfillment of these Old Testament promises, and see them filled allegorically in the Church. They see the Church Age as a spiritual messianic kingdom; the millennium as an allegorical period starting with Christ’s earthly ministry, or covering the period between His death and resurrection; and they see Christ’s return as marking the end of this age and ushering in the new heavens and the New Earth.

The Book of Revelation

· Pre-millennialists see the millennium as a literal 1,000 year period yet to come, during which the Old Testament prophecies of a literal, Davidic messianic kingdom for Israel will be fulfilled on earth. Christ, in this understanding, will return to institute the millennium, which will both vindicate God’s choice of Israel as His chosen people and also demonstrate what the world He created is like without sin (thus vindicating His creation and demonstrating that He made no mistake in creating).

The Book of Revelation

· Pre-millennialists divide into three subcategories over the timing of the rapture: pre-tribulation pre-millennialists anticipate the rapture before the seven year tribulation; mid-tribulationists anticipate the rapture midway through the tribulation, and post-tribulationists anticipate the rapture at the end of the tribulation (i.e., at Christ’s second coming). 

The Book of Revelation

· As explained above, pre-millennialists are likely to hold to a literal interpretation of Scripture, so the divided opinion within their ranks on when the rapture will occur establishes that no Scripture specifically says, "The rapture will take place at such and such a juncture in the prophetic program."

The Book of Revelation

· Theologians apply their personal concepts of logical reasoning to relate the rapture to the tribulation and the millennium (the rapture is not disputed by any literalist as I Thess 4:17; I Cor 15:52, et al., clearly teach it; only the timing is a matter of debate).

· These studies espouse the pre-millennial position, essentially as it seems to me to be where literal interpretation of Scripture logically leads; I expect a pre-tribulation rapture for the same reason.

The Book of Revelation

· The purpose of the Church Age is to demonstrate God’s grace towards the sinful race. The purpose of the tribulation is twofold: first, to express God’s temporal punishment on this earth, and second, to demonstrate the horrendous consequence of unrestrained sin (a world without grace).

The Book of Revelation

· The purpose of the millennium is to demonstrate the perfection of a world without Satan; and the new heavens and the New Earth will be the sinless, eternal state. All these phases have an obvious place in demonstrating the holiness, grace, and perfection of God, as well as His incontestable superiority over Satan.

The Book of Revelation

· The prophecies from Rev 4:1 onwards preview the end times and depict how this age, and this earth, will terminate. These prophecies are presented in an orderly and organized fashion with occasional detailed excursi which expand previous statements. This division of Revelation subdivides thus:

· The Heavenly Scene
4:1–5:14
· The Tribulation

6:1–19:21
· The Millennium

20:1–20:15
· The Eternal State

21:1–22:22
The Book of Revelation

· "The prophecy opens with a heavenly scene, thereby emphasizing the spiritual nature of these events which will occur on earth at the end of this age and the primacy of the spiritual realm over the material realm." (Mills)

The Book of Revelation

· 4   1 After these things I saw, and look, a door was opened in heaven, and the first voice which I had heard as a trumpet talking to me said: “Come up here, and I will show you what must happen after these things.” 2 Immediately I was in the Spirit, and look, there was a throne standing in heaven, and someone was sitting upon the throne. 3 And the one sitting was like a jasper stone and a carnelian in appearance, and a rainbow encircled the throne like an emerald in appearance. 

The Book of Revelation

· 4    4 And around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and upon the thrones were seated twenty-four elders clothed in white garments, and on their heads they had golden crowns. 5 And from the throne were proceeding flashes of lightning, and rumblings, and crashes of thunder, and seven flaming torches were burning before the throne, which are the seven spirits of God.

The Book of Revelation

· And in the midst of the throne and around the throne were four living creatures full of eyes in front and back. 7 And the first living creature was like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature had a face like a man, and the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle. 8 And each of the four living creatures had six wings, around and inside they were full of eyes, and they had no rest day or night. They were saying,

· “Holy, holy, holy,

· Lord God Almighty,

· who was, and who is, and who is to come.”

The Book of Revelation

· 9 And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to the one sitting on the throne who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall before the one sitting on the throne, and they worship the one living forever and ever, and they cast their crowns before the throne saying,

· 11
“You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, because you created all things, and because of your will they existed,that is, they were created.”

The Book of Revelation

· 1. After these things I saw, and look, a door was opened in heaven, and the first voice which I had heard as a trumpet talking to me said: "Come up here, and I will show you what must happen after these things."

The Book of Revelation

· God on His Throne (4:1–3)
· v 1
standing open = this is a perfect passive participle; the use of the perfect denotes that this door is permanently open.

· had heard = (lit.) heard (a simple aorist [see kjv]

· come up = ascend.

· show = (or) reveal, explain.

· what must = (lit.) what it is necessary

The Book of Revelation

· Rev 1:19 …‘the things which shall take place after these things.’ 

· Rev 4:1. After these things I saw, and look, a door was opened in heaven, and the first voice which I had heard as a trumpet talking to me said: "Come up here, and I will show you what must happen after these things."

· And that introduces our study of the events of the Antichrist and the End Times from the Book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ

