Antichrist and the End Times

AET-017 and 018:

Part 3:  The Chronology of the Events of the End Times.

Part 1:  Introduction

Antichrist Theories

· There are many theories about the identity of the Antichrist, with five having the most credibility and following.

· 1. Antichrist comes from the European Union.

· 2. Antichrist is a Jew.

· 3. Antichrist comes from the United States.

· 4. Antichrist comes from a secret organization.

· 5. Antichrist comes from Islam.

Outline of End Time Events

· In order to prepare for the final three theories of the identity of the Antichrist, we must understand the events that will comprise his circumstances and reign.

· In order to do so, we will begin with a simple outline of the End Time Events and then look at the chronology of the book of Revelation and the book of Daniel.

Outline of End Time Events

· Main Events That Will Occur  During the 7 Year Tribulation  

· 1. The Antichrist Establishes a Peace Treaty and a Covenant with Israel.

· 2. The Jewish Temple is Rebuilt.

Outline of End Time Events

· 3. God's Counterbalances:

· 
The 2 Witnesses

· 
144,000 Jewish Witnesses

· 
Major Outpouring of the Holy Spirit

· 
Angel of the Everlasting Gospel allowed to preach the gospel

· 4. The Antichrist Will Destroy the City of Babylon

Outline of End Time Events

· 5. A War in Heaven Breaks Out

· Michael the Archangel and his angels cast Satan out of the second heaven and onto the earth. 

· The Devil becomes furious when this event occurs because he knows that his time is short.

Outline of End Time Events

· 6. The Abomination of Desolation

· Three and half years into the Tribulation, the Antichrist will break his peace treaty with Israel, seat himself up in their rebuilt temple and proclaim himself to be God.

Outline of End Time Events

· 7. The 7 Seal Judgments

· These 7 judgments will probably occur during the first half of the Tribulation. 

· They are as follows:

· a) The Antichrist will be released and allowed to set out to conquer the earth.

· b) The Antichrist will be allowed to take peace from the earth and cause many people to kill one another.  

Outline of End Time Events

· c) The Antichrist will cause slave labor conditions to exist where people will be working for minimum pay just to be able to buy enough food for a day.

· d) The martyrs will cry out to God in heaven to avenge their deaths. God says to wait just a little while longer.

Outline of End Time Events

· e) God causes a great earthquake to hit the earth, causing every mountain and every island to move out of its place. He also causes the sun to turn black and the moon to look like blood.

· f) There is silence in heaven for a half an hour. An angel offers the prayers of God's people to Him to avenge them.

Outline of End Time Events

· 8. The 7 Trumpet Judgments

· These 7 judgments will occur during the middle to latter part of the Tribulation. 

· They are as follows:

· a) God rains down hail and fire upon the earth - burning up one third of the trees and all of the green grass.

Outline of End Time Events

· b) God releases a meteor into the sea turning one third of the sea into blood, killing one-third of all living creatures in the sea and destroying one third of the ships that are on the sea.

· c) God releases another meteor, hitting one third of the rivers and springs, causing contamination of the water and many men to die.

Outline of End Time Events

· d) God strikes a third of the sun, a third of the moon and a third of the stars so that they give no light. This causes a third of the day not to shine.

· e) The bottomless pit is allowed to open up releasing a huge swarm of locusts to attack all the people who do not have God's seal on their foreheads. They are not allowed to kill these people, but to just torment them with their bite. These people will be seeking death and will not be able to find it.

Outline of End Time Events

· f) 4 demonic angels are released from the Euphrates river to kill a third of mankind. These 4 demonic angels will lead an army of 200 million demonic spirits to carry out this mass slaughter of humans.

· g) Heaven is now beginning to rejoice because God is releasing His wrath upon the wicked on the earth and extracting His vengeance. God then releases more lightnings, another earthquake and more great hail upon the earth.

Outline of End Time Events

· 9. The 7 Bowl Judgments
· These 7 judgments will occur during the latter part of the Tribulation. They are as follows:

· a) God causes loathsome sores to fall upon those who have the mark of the Beast.

· b) God causes the entire sea waters to become blood - killing every living creature in the seas.

Outline of End Time Events

· c) God causes all the rivers and springs to turn into blood.

· d) God causes the heat from the sun to scorch men with great heat and fire.

· e) God causes total darkness to fall upon the kingdom of the Antichrist.

Outline of End Time Events

· f) The Euphrates river is allowed to dry up so as to prepare the way for the kings of the east to come to the battle of Armageddon. 

· Then 3 demonic spirits are released from the mouths of the Antichrist and False Prophet and they go out to all the kings of the earth to bring all of them to the battle of Armageddon.

Outline of End Time Events

· g) God causes the greatest and most severe earthquake to hit the earth. The city of Babylon is completely finished off and swallowed up whole. This earthquake causes all of the islands to flee away and all of the mountains to be no longer found. 

· God then rains down great hailstones weighing 135 pounds each. 

· God then says: "It is done."

Outline of End Time Events

· 10. The Battle of Armageddon

· All the nations of the world come against Jerusalem. 

· Half of the city will go into captivity, houses will be rifled and the women ravished. 

· Then deliverance comes!

Outline of End Time Events

· Main Events That Will Occur After the Tribulation

· 1. The Second Coming of Jesus

· Immediately following the Tribulation and right in the middle of the battle of Armageddon, Jesus literally descends from heaven where every eye will be able to see Him. Jesus will land on the Mount of Olives and He will then destroy all of the invading armies who have come against Jerusalem.

Outline of End Time Events

· Their flesh will dissolve while they stand on their feet, their eyes will dissolve in their sockets and their tongues will dissolve in their mouths.

· Jesus then throws the Antichrist and False Prophet into the Lake of Fire and Brimstone. 

· Jesus then throws Satan into the bottomless pit where he is kept chained up for a 1000 years. 

· The rest of unsaved humanity is kept in Hades until the 1000 Millennium Kingdom is over.

Outline of End Time Events

· 2. The Millennium Kingdom
· Jesus will literally rule our earth from the city of Jerusalem for 1000 years with all of the saints ruling the nations of the earth with Him. 

· There will be no more wars ever again. 

· Wild animals and beasts will be tame. 

· People will live long lives - possibly up to a 1000 years. 

· There will be no more weeping or crying.

Outline of End Time Events

· 3. Satan is Let Loose One More Time
· After the 1000 years have passed in the Millennium Kingdom, Satan is let loose from the bottomless pit for a little while in order to go out and attempt to deceive the nations of the world for one last time. 

· God allows Satan to tempt and weed out the restless bad apples that were born into the Millennium Kingdom. 

· They will all converge on the city of Jerusalem to go into battle.

Outline of End Time Events

· Before any battle is fought, God will destroy this invading army with fire. 

· Satan is then cast into the Lake of Fire and Brimstone where he will now join the Antichrist and False Prophet. 

· All three of them will now remain in this place forever and ever and we will never hear from the devil again.

Outline of End Time Events

· 4. The Great White Throne Judgment
· All of unsaved humanity is now pulled up out of Hades (Hell) where they will now all stand before God for their final judgment. 

· All of those whose names are not found written in the Book of Life are thrown into the Lake of Fire and Brimstone where they will all remain forever with Satan, the Antichrist and the False Prophet.

Outline of End Time Events

· 5. The New Heaven and New Earth
· Our earth and our atmospheric heaven are now done away with, and in its place we will get a new heaven and a new earth. 

· There will no longer be any seas. 

· There will no longer be any night. 

· There will no longer be any sun or moon because the glory of God will be illuminating the earth.

Outline of End Time Events

· There will no longer be any more death in any way, shape or form. 

· The curse of Adam and Eve will have finally been broken and done away with for good. 

· There will be no more sorrow, pain, crying or weeping. 

· All things will be made new.

Outline of End Time Events

· God the Father Himself will now come down from heaven and dwell with man forever and ever in this new heaven and new earth. 

· We will also get a new city of Jerusalem which will come down from heaven itself.

· This new city will be like a square and possibly 1500 miles wide. 

· The foundations of the walls will be adorned with all kinds of precious stones.

Outline of End Time Events

· There will be 12 gates with an angel at each gate. 

· The gates will be made of solid pearl and the streets will be solid gold.

· There shall no longer be any temple as God and Jesus will be the temple Themselves. 

· All the nations of the earth shall walk in Their light and the gates into this city will never be closed.

Outline of End Time Events

· Now with Satan, all of his demons, and all Evil and taken out of this new heavenly environment, we will now all live happily ever after with God the Father, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, all of God's good angels and all of our saved loved ones in the most perfect God-made environment imaginable - with no more pain, sorrow or death ever again!

· This is our final end. 

· This is our ultimate destination. 

· [End of short outline]

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· Will there be warning signs and advance indications of our Lord’s coming? 

· If so, what will they be? In studying trends preparatory to the End Times two extremes must be avoided. 

· On the one hand, we must not set dates for the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

· No man knows the precise hour of the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 24:36, 42; Acts 1:6, 7). 

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· On the other hand, we are not to be lulled into spiritual lethargy.

· We are to watch and be ready for the rapture (2 Timothy 4:8). 

· Jesus wants His people to discern the signs of the times (Matthew 16:3; Luke 21:28; 1 Thessalonians 5:4). 

· Christians who carefully observe current events and moral and religious trends will be impressed by the cumulative evidence of His soon return. 

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· What are some of the specific trends which are likely to herald our Lord’s return?

· 1. A SCOFFING UNBELIEF IN CHRIST’S COMING
· "There shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and saying, where is the promise of his coming?, for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation" (2 Peter 3:3, 4).

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· Some will flatly deny the doctrine of Jesus’ return as absurd or unreasonable. 

· Others will interpret it to mean the death of the believer. 

· Others will openly ridicule it as antiquated or superstitious. 

· The very spread of incredulity indicates that the Lord’s coming draws near. 

· For Peter tells us that scoffers will abound "in the last days" (2 Peter 3:3).

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· 2. RELIGIOUS APATHY
· Callousness and carelessness concerning the things of God have always been extant. 

· But they will increase in the last days and thus they are a defined trend before the return of Christ. 

· In Noah’s day, shortly before the destructive judgment of the Flood, men were concerned about two activities: eating and drinking, and marrying and giving in marriage. 

· (Compare Genesis 6:5-9:19 with Matthew 24:32-39).

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· The sinful race in Noah’s day cared little about his repeated warnings, was more interested in pleasure and the propagation of the human race with the inevitable result that mankind was swept away by the Flood. 

· So it will be at Christ’s coming. 

· Mounting lack of concern about the things of God in general will precede His coming and indicate that it is near.

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· 3. A FALLING AWAY FROM THE FAITH
· God has given us His Word (i.e. Holy Bible) which is accurate and reliable. 

· "Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit" (2 Peter 1:21). 

· But people long have questioned, doubted and impugned the authority of the Bible; even so, it has proven its power and accuracy. 

· In the last days the apostasy ("falling away") will spread rapidly. 

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· "Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith." (1 Timothy 4:1-5) 

· Note the "seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils" (1 Timothy 4:1) which will lead people astray. 

· "For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine" (2 Timothy 4:3). 

· Unbelievers will have "itching ears" and will seek after false teachers and false religions which will not provide the true Gospel of Salvation. 

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· They will be turned to fables (2 Timothy 4:4).

· Paul stated the case perfectly. 

· Spurious sects abound today. 

· The Faith-Alone in Christ- alone gospel is widely spurned by arrogant church denominations. 

· The integrity of the Scriptures is denied far and wide. 

· The growing apostasy is a trend that precedes the coming of the Son of God (Matthew 24:11).

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· 4. AN OUTWARD FORMALISM
· This will be a strange phenomenon of the latter days. 

· Inward unbelief will be cloaked in outward ritualism. 

· Faithlessness will be concealed by ceremonialism. 

· If faith is missing, they will concentrate on form rather than substance, "having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away" (2 Timothy 3:5).

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· The form of the Religious Service will take precedence over the content of the message.

· People will attend church for the "feelin" they get from it, rather than the scriptural knowledge they gain.

· Whether somber ritualism or exuberant emotional expression, it is the atmosphere that counts, not the sphere of doctrine.

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· If our faith in the Lord Jesus is deep and genuine, of course we will be motivated to demonstrate it in visible ways. 

· The growing Believer will demonstrate the purity of his religion by holiness and the Fruit of the Spirit (James 1:27) but not by religious affect or ceremonies in which he engages.

· The Fruit of the Spirit is not defined by ecstatic behavior or a grave demeanor.

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· When the outward trappings of religion are a substitute for saving faith in Christ, they will lure a man to a Christless eternity or handcuff the Believer from a life of witness. 

· In the last days this will be the tragic state of affairs. 

· Many who are outwardly religious but inwardly lost will be left behind at Christ’s appearing. 

· The multiplication of religious, formal but unredeemed groups of pseudo-Christians will be another portent of the Savior’s return.

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· 5. THE INCREASE OF WICKEDNESS
· Paul describes the last days as "perilous times" (2 Timothy 3:1-9). 

· He then explains the nature of the peril. 

· Essentially men will be "lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God" (II Timothy 3:4).

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· Popular culture would have us believe that man’s moral condition steadily improves; that education and culture are adequate ingredients for ethical rehabilitation. 

· The Bible teaches the opposite. 

· Man is a sinner both by nature and in conduct. 

· A sign that Christ's coming is near is not that human society is morally prepared for His return, but rather that it is thoroughly degraded apart from the gracious influence of the Gospel.

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· 6. DISTURBANCES OF NATURE
· Earthquakes, famines and pestilences characterize human history. 

· For since the Fall of man, nature has also been under the divine curse (Romans 8:22).

· Jesus implied (Luke 21:10, 11) that these things would increase in number and destructive effect toward the close of the age.

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· There have been more severe earthquakes in the last two hundred years than in the preceding one thousand years (Matthew 24:7; Luke 21:11). 

· And the twentieth century has witnessed a lot of the worst pestilences in history (Matthew 24:21).

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· 7. UNIQUE CONTEMPORARY SIGNS
· During the last few decades a series of events has been taking place, the converging impact of which would suggest that Christ’s second coming may be even nearer than many believers suppose. 

· Evidence of at least eight such contemporary events is overwhelming. 

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· Political Consolidation in the West
· A union of ten nations in the area of the ancient Roman Empire is predicted in Daniel as a sign of the last days. 

· These are the "ten toes" and "ten horns" of Daniel 2:42; 7:7. Read Revelation 13:1-15, 17:8-13. 

· Western European countries are today entering into ever closer, economic (e.g. unified monetary system, ECU), political and military ties. 

· The Muslim nations are becoming stronger and more unified in their world politics.

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· Cashless Transaction Systems and Computer Records
· The promotion of a cashless system is also providing a way for the Anti-Christ to control the human rights of all people. 

· Advancement of computer technology, computerized personal records and also transaction records, credit cards, debit cards and the recent launched "Mondex" cards will be used by the Anti-Christ as effective means to control all people and force them to obey and worship him (Revelation 13:16-18).

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· Stirrings in the Far East
· Mighty nations, such as the People’s Republic of China (PRC), are now alert and ready for action. 

· The rulers of the PRC are blood thirsty, corrupted and absolute dictators. 

· Their economic might is growing and their national ambitions are increasing. 

· The militant emergence of the Far East is paving the way for the marching of "the kings of the east" toward Armageddon (Revelation 16:12).

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· Fusion of the Peoples in the North
· This means, north of Palestine - the area of Russia and her satellites. This fusion of peoples under the sponsorship of the hammer and sickle is a precursor of the great northern confederation (Ezekiel 38:14-16) which will invade Israel in the latter days. 

· Russia will again become a very strong military country very soon. 

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· The Return of Israel to Her Land
· After many centuries of wandering, the Jews are now making their way back to Palestine. 

· Israel is a duly recognized republic (Isaiah 11:11; Jeremiah 23:3; Amos 9:13-15). 

· The vanguard of Jews already back on the soil of their fathers will be followed by many more of their countrymen. 

· All this paves the way for the treacherous conduct of Anti-Christ, who will make a deadly agreement with Israel back in her land (Daniel 9:24-27).

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· The Tendency to Re-build the Jewish Temple at the Temple Mountain
· The Jewish Temple will be rebuilt with the permission of the Anti-Christ who will seat on the throne in the temple and force the Jews to worship him (Matthew 24:15, 24; 2 Thessalonians 2:3-12; Revelation 13:1-15). The recent re-opening of the second tunnel at the temple mountain in Jerusalem and excavation of archaeological evidences in Israel showing the tendency for the Jews to rebuild their Temple and restore their daily Sacrifices.

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· If the Jews can find the lost ark of the covenant and two stone tablets of ten commandments, reproduce a Red Heifer and experience some miraclulous sign from God, they will want to rebuild their Temple immediately

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· Preparation for the Coming World Church
· The vast ecclesiastical maneuvering observable today; the merging of church groups, the minimizing of theological distinctions which separate denominations, the greater "understanding" between Protestantism and Rome, the world-wide move to ecumenism, are all setting the stage for ecclesiastical apostate Babylon (Revelation 17:1-7).

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· The harlot of Babylon represents a world-wide corrupt religious system. 

· The great prostitute is a Satanic substitute trying to take the place of the true Bride, the Church of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 5:22-28). 

· In her final form she gathers up into her embrace all the false religious systems of earth. 

· This Babylon will come into prominence on earth when the Church of Christ has been caught up to heaven.

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· The Atomic Age
· As a climax to all the other signs, our generation has now entered an age about which our predecessors knew nothing. 

· Peter, in describing "the day of the Lord," writes that "the elements shall melt with fervant heat," and that "all these things shall be dissolved" (2 Peter 3:10, 11). 

· His words suggest just such an explosive era as the twentieth century. 

· The destructive power of atomic bombs can evolve immense heat which can dissolve all materials in the world. Read also Matthew 24:6-8, 29; Revelation 6:1-8. Before the cataclysmic forces strike, the people of the Lord will be with their Saviour (2 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 5:1-6). 

Trends Preceding End Time Events

· The destructive power of atomic bombs can evolve immense heat which can dissolve all materials in the world. 

· Never in history has the means to the fulfillment of the sudden and complete destruction prophecies been available.

· Nuclear proliferation is the order of the day.

· Read also Matthew 24:6-8, 29; Revelation 6:1-8. 

· Before the cataclysmic forces strike, the Church-age people of the Lord will be with their Savior (2 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 5:1-6). 

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· Confirming The Sequence Of End Times Events

· A Bible Study by Jack Kelley

· He replied, "When evening comes, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red,’ and in the morning, ‘Today it will be stormy, for the sky is red and overcast.’ You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times." (Matt. 16:2-3)

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. (Matt. 24:15-16)

· For then there will be great distress (Great Tribulation), unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again. (Matt. 24:21)

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· When it comes to developing any kind of time line concerning the End Times, the watershed event has to be the Abomination that Causes Desolation. Why? Because from that time forward, the Bible gives a very clear sequence of events.

· First, the Abomination is the event that kicks off the Great Tribulation, a period of judgments 3 1/2 years long.(Matt 24:15,21)  

· After the Great Tribulation, the Lord returns and following His return the Millennium begins. 

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· Any one on Earth during this time will be able to predict these events with reasonable accuracy.

· Second, we who study prophecy can also count backward from the Abomination that Causes Desolation and predict the sequence of events leading up to it by applying our knowledge of Scripture.

· How Does That Work?

· Well, we know that the Abomination involves the anti-Christ standing in the Temple in Israel, proclaiming himself to be God. (Daniel 9:27 and 2 Thes. 2:4)
The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· But that can’t happen until some other things take place first.  

· Obviously the anti-Christ has to be revealed. 

· And the Jews have to build their Temple.  

· This is something that can’t happen until they experience a change in attitude causing them to demand a Temple regardless of the consequences. 

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· Today less than 1 in 4 citizens of Israel want a Temple built, but even if every one of them did just the hint that they were going to build one would send the rest of the world into a tizzy. 

· It simply wouldn’t be permitted.

· Some major event has to take place to convince the Jewish people that building a Temple in Israel is the right thing to do in spite of all the trouble it could cause, and some world leader has to have enough clout to convince the rest of the world, especially the Moslem Middle East, to let them do it.

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· Daniel 9:27 also reveals that as the End of the Age approaches, a leader from among the people who destroyed the Temple in 67 AD will confirm (enforce) a 7 year covenant with Israel that includes permission to build a new Temple, and that in the middle of this period he will commit the Abomination that Causes Desolation. 

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· That explains the persuasive world leader. 

· He’s the anti-Christ, and he wants the Temple built for reasons that have nothing to do with Israel. 

· The unanswered question in Daniel’s prophecy is why the Jews would desire a Temple at that particular time.

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· Our knowledge of the Old Testament tells us that a Temple was necessary to fulfill the requirements of the Levitical worship system. 

· So then, because of the uproar it would create, it seems logical to assume that the Jews would only want a Temple if they felt it was absolutely necessary for the Nation of Israel to re-instate their Old Covenant worship of God.

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· How Does That Happen?

· Toward the end of his two-chapter prophecy that speaks of a great end times battle between Israel and its neighbors (Ezek. 38-39), Ezekiel noted that God is going to use this battle to reveal Himself to Israel and the world once again. 

· The way He’ll do this is to give Israel a decisive victory in the face of such overwhelming odds that everyone on Earth will realize that only God could have done it.

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· Ezekiel wrote that following the battle God would gather all His people alive at the time to Israel, not leaving any behind. (Ezek. 39:28)

· So this battle is the event that compels a national return to God in Israel. 

· And when all the living Jews in the world are suddenly drawn to Israel because God has called them there, they’ll demand a Temple so they can resume their Old Covenant relationship with Him.

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· If He was calling them through the Messiah into a New Covenant [Church Age] relationship they wouldn’t need a Temple, so it has to be a resumption of the Old Covenant. 

· Their New Covenant call, prophesied in Jeremiah 31:31, happens later during the time of the Two Witnesses (Rev 11) and they’ll respond to it toward the end of the Great Tribulation, according to Zechariah 12:10.

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· Also on the heels of Ezekiel’s battle, the anti-Christ will emerge with a plan to restore peace to the Middle East. 

· He first appears as a peacemaker as foretold in Daniel 8:25. He will cause deceit to prosper, and he will consider himself superior. When they feel secure, he will destroy many and take his stand against the Prince of princes. Yet he will be destroyed, but not by human power. I prefer the King James translation of the second sentence, which begins, "By means of peace he will destroy many."

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· Until the Jews are brought back to faith, there’ll be no national desire for a Temple, so the Battle of Ezekiel has to come first. 

· It’s quite possible that the anti-Christ will actually begin his official ascent to power from the victory [acclaim] he’ll achieve in bringing peace to Israel, something no one’s ever been able to do.

· [Or, possibly, he will already be a powerful, but yet unidentified, leader]

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· So the battle of Ezekiel 38-39 creates the circumstances for both the anti-Christ and the Temple to appear on the scene, setting the stage for the Abomination that Causes Desolation.

· It states in Ezekiel 39: 21-22 that when God defeats the invading army, His People Israel will "know that I am the Lord their God." 

· Connecting The Dots

· Using our Bible knowledge to back into the present from the Abomination that Causes Desolation, so far we find the sequence looks like this.

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· The Abomination can’t happen till the Temple’s built. But that can’t happen till a 7-year covenant is confirmed permitting its construction. (By the way, this 7-year period is often called Daniel’s 70th week because it’s the last week of years in a prophecy consisting of 70 weeks of years given to Daniel in about 538 BC. Dan. 9:24-27)

· The 7-year covenant can’t happen till someone from among the descendants of the Roman people emerges with a plan for peace in the Middle East. 

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· And that can’t happen till the battle described in Ezekiel 38-39 puts the Middle East in all out war.

· Ezekiel’s battle can’t happen until God is ready to reveal Himself to Israel again, bringing Jews from all over the world to Israel clamoring for a Temple so they can re-instate their Old Covenant relationship with Him.

· For all of my 25 plus years as a student of prophecy, scholars have been expecting the Battle of Ezekiel 38.  

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· Yet the conditions that make it possible have never been met.  

· For one thing, the participants are not all in place, but more importantly Israel has never known a single day of peace, let alone the prolonged period necessary for them to be described as a peaceful and unsuspecting people, the way Ezekiel did (Ezek. 38:11).

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· Something has to happen to make them feel like they no longer have a threatening enemy while leaving Iran, Russia, and the other nations Ezekiel identified in position to attack.

· Recently, several writers, myself included, have seen two other Old Testament prophecies as likely preludes to Ezekiel 38.  

· In Psalm 83 it appears that all of Israel’s next door neighbors will rise up in an attack intended to destroy the Jewish nation, and Isaiah 17 specifically mentions Israel’s destruction of Damascus.  

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· The defeat of Israel’s neighbors fills in two more blanks in the end times sequence.  

· First, it explains why none of them are mentioned in Ezekiel 38, when logic dictates that they should be right in the thick of things.  

· Second, it reveals how the Jews can be caught with their guard down.  

· With Syria, Hamas, Hezbollah, Lebanon, and the others defeated, Israel will finally have some breathing room. 

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· Since Russia and Iran have traditionally used these neighbors as proxies rather than having a face-to-face confrontation, Israel may feel there’s no longer any threat from them either.

· But Wait, There’s More!

· And neither God’s revelation to Israel nor the emergence of the anti-Christ can happen until the Church is gone, for two very good reasons.

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· 1. In Acts 15:14 James clearly prophesied that after the Lord had taken the church He would return and rebuild the Temple. 

· Simon has described to us how God at first showed his concern by taking from the Gentiles a people for himself. The words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is written: "After this I will return and rebuild David’s fallen tent. Its ruins I will rebuild, and I will restore it" (Acts 15:14-16).

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· After the Lord has taken the Church, He’ll return and rebuild the Temple. 

· Two Greek words are critical to our understanding of this passage. 

· The one translated tent also means Tabernacle, a reference to the Temple. 

· The one translated taking means to lay hold of, or take up in order to carry, or carry away. 

· I believe it’s a veiled reference to the Rapture of the Church preceding God’s return to Israel.

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· If so, it’s consistent with God’s way. He seems to focus either on Israel or the Church, never both at once. 

· In the greater context of the passage James was illustrating this very point from the other end of the Church Age. 

· He told the gathered Apostles that God was setting Israel aside while He took from among the Gentiles a people for Himself. 

· But after He had taken them, He would return to restore Israel.

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· Later, Paul alluded to this sequence in Romans 11:25-27. I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: "The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins."
The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· As I’ve pointed out before, in Paul’s day the phrase full number was a nautical term that stood for the number of crewmen necessary before a ship could legally set sail.  

· Apparently God has assigned a specific number to the church before it can be raptured.  

· When that number is complete, the Church will "Come in" to the place prepared for us.  

· Come in was another nautical term meaning "To arrive at the intended destination", which Jesus described as His father’s house in John 14:1-3. 

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· Then God will turn again to Israel, reversing the hardening of Israel’s heart, taking the blinders from their eyes, and offering salvation once more.

· [It is also possible that the Rapture, as well as the Ezekiel 38 War, will awaken them to God's plan - remember, one of the Church's roles is to provoke Israel to jealousy]

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· 2. In 2nd Thessalonians 2:6-7 Paul explained that the anti-Christ could not be revealed until the power that’s restraining him is taken out of the way (literally out of the midst). 

· To most evangelical scholars the power Paul wrote about is the Holy Spirit as resident in the Church.  

· Since this power is sealed within us (Ephe 1:13) it stands to reason that if the Holy Spirit is taken we have to go too.

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· Here’s another hint of the Rapture of the Church, this time preceding the appearance of the anti-Christ.

· So if the Rapture has to precede both the revelation of God to Israel and the revelation of the anti-Christ to the world, then the Rapture has to precede the battle of Ezekiel 38 as well.  

· Since no one knows what the full number of the Church is, no one can know in advance exactly how long before Ezekiel 38 the Rapture will take place. 

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· It could literally happen any day, and there’s no day more likely than any other.  

· For that reason we can’t locate it any more specifically in the End Times sequence than to say that it must precede Ezekiel 38.

· But apart from that, the sequence of events will go like this:

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· The Battle of Psalm 83/Isaiah 17, the Battle of Ezekiel 38, anti-Christ’s appearance as a peace maker, the 70th week of Daniel begins, the Abomination that Causes Desolation takes place, then the Great Tribulation, the Second Coming, the Millennium, and Eternity. 

· The first of these could be very close. 

· So close that you can almost hear the footsteps of the Messiah.  11-05-08

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· As for signing the treaty after the Lord has just won them a great victory, I think it’ll be seen as a world leader acknowledging that fact and acting to help them. Isaiah 49:22-23 tells them that when they return to God, it will be Gentile Kings who’ll be helping them.

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· Questions and Answers abouth the End Times Chronology from Jim Kelly's website:

· Q. I find it hard to believe that the United States would allow (the Battle of Ezekiel 38-39) to even come close to happening especially when we have a sizeable force currently in the region

· Q. This concerns the war of Gog and Magog in Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39. We know this could not happen until Israel thinks it is living in peace and safety. I have more of an observation than a question for you to comment on. 

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· I find it hard to believe that the United States would allow this to even come close to happening especially when we have a sizeable force currently in the region.

· It will take a significant amount of time for a force the size of the one described in Ezekiel 38-39 to assemble for the invasion so it could not be a surprise attack. I feel that something really bad has to happen to the United States to require our resources to be used somewhere else or something happens that destroys a lot of our resources to prevent us from interceding. 

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· If the Rapture happens before this war that would explain the United States lack of resources. 

· Or the United States can have a catastrophic natural event such as an earthquake on the New Madrid fault.

· What do you think keeps the United States out of this conflict? Thank you for your valuable insights.

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· A.
You’re correct. 

· As a practical matter, as long as the USA stands beside Israel, Ezekiel’s battle can’t take place. 

· Since we know the battle will take place, something obviously has to happen to America. 

· And you know, we’re vulnerable in a number of ways. 

· It could be an economic meltdown, a massive terrorist attack, a significant military defeat, a crippling natural disaster, or my personal favorite, the Rapture of the Church.
The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· Q. I have a follow up question on the End Times Chronology question. I’m not sure when Isaiah 17 and Psalm 83 will happen, but when I look at the conditions of the nations involved in Ezekiel 38, it seems unlikely that battle is anytime soon. Am I wrong to assume that Ezekiel 38 is probably some years off?

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· A. I think that Ezekiel 38 is a ways off yet, especially since it’s likely that Israel and perhaps the US will attack Iran near the end of this year. 

· I think that Psalm 83 and Isaiah 17 will happen soon, perhaps as a retaliation for our attack on Iran, and then there’ll be a period of peace, perhaps lasting several years, leading up to Ezekiel 38.

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· Remember, Israel has to perceive itself to be at peace when the Moslem coalition attacks and it’s hard to imagine that happening with Hamas, Hizbollah and Syria amassed on Israel’s borders. 

· I think they have to be neutralized first.

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· Q. When will Israel be living in peace, as mentioned in Ezekiel 38, after the prophecy about Damascus (Is. 17)or before? Or, will the destruction of Damascus and the Ezekiel war occur one after the other? 

· A. Since no clear pre-conditions are given to help us determine the timing of Isaiah 17, we’re left to guess. Recently it has looked like Isaiah 17 would happen first, and Syria is not mentioned as part of the Moslem coalition in Ezekiel 38 giving support to that view.

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· But since the US has concluded that there’s no imminent threat from Iran, the Moslem world has been calling for unity. 

· To that end Iran and Saudi Arabia seem be friends again, Egypt has reopened diplomatic relations with Iran, Hamas and Fatah have been advised to settle their differences, and they’ve all been trying to make friends with Syria. 

· There’s a big realignment going on and we’ll have to wait a bit to see how it all shakes out.

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· The sad thing is that almost everyone believes that the US about face indicates a willingness to trade nukes in Iran for peace in Iraq. 

· None of this is good for Israel, but that’s the way it has to go. As I see it, the US has to abandon Israel and lay off Iran to permit Ezekiel 38 to happen soon, and that appears to be what’s happening.

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· Syria Before Iran?

· Q. According to my understanding of scriptures, destruction of Damascus should precede Ezekiel 38 War. 

· Since Ezekiel 38:5-6 does not mention anything about Syria. 

· I believe destruction of Damascus will inevitably lead to Ezekiel 38 war.

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· A. There’s a very good chance that you’ll be proven correct, especially since Syria is acting as a front along with Hezbollah for Iran, receiving and transferring nearly all of Iran’s arms shipments, and hosting the Iranian generals who actually run Hezbollah. If the Lebanon war heats up again, many believe it will include Syria this time, and that could likely lead to the destructon of Damascus.

The Likely Scenario of End Time Events
· "If Israel does nuke Damascus, I believe the whole world will step back in shock and the cry will be for peace [Hello Antichrist] before things get further out of hand, not retaliation. It’s possible that the fulfillment of Isaiah 17 would even set the stage for the false peace that precedes Ezekiel 38. 

· In summary, while Isaiah 17 could take place before winter, Ezekiel 38 is probably still a ways off."

· And that's where we are, TODAY!

· 1)  Lebanon/Syria War, 2) Rapture, 3) Ezekiel War!

· Are you READY?

