Antichrist and End Times-011 and 012

Historical and Current Speculation about the Antichrist (Part 4):  Additional Historical Speculation and Prophecy Regarding Antichrist

Antichrist:  General Information

· For nearly 2,000 years, there has been much discussion and speculation about the Antichrist. 

· Through the centuries, this entity (mentioned by John, Paul, Daniel, Ezekiel, and other biblical writers) has been identified as numerous individuals or as various governmental and/or religious systems. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· Antichrist —  against Christ, or an opposition Christ, a rival Christ. The word is used only by the apostle John. Referring to false teachers, he says (1 John 2:18, 22; 4:3; 2 John 1:7), “Even now are there many antichrists.” 

·  (1.) This name has been applied to the “little horn” of the “king of fierce countenance” (Dan. 7:24, 25; 8:23–25). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· (2.) It has been applied also to the “false Christs” spoken of by our Lord (Matt. 24:5, 23, 24). 

·    (3.) To the “man of sin” described by Paul (2 Thess. 2:3, 4, 8–10). 

·    (4.) And to the “beast from the sea” (Rev. 13:1; 17:1–18). 

· Easton, M.G.: Easton's Bible Dictionary. Oak Harbor, WA : Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1996, c1897

Antichrist:  General Information

· ANTICHRIST  (see END TIMES; FALSE CHRISTS)

· Antichrist is one who opposes and counterfeits Christ primarily through deception (2 Jo 7; cf. Ps 2:1–3); Mt 24:4–5, 23–24; Jn 5:43; 2 Th 2:3–4; Re 13). The specific term “antichrist” occurs only in John’s letters, but the concept appears in both the OT and NT and also in the intertestamental literature. The personal antichrist of the end times is empowered by Satan (Re 13:2, 4; cf. 2 Th 2:9). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· He appears in the future tribulation period as a world ruler with his empire possibly centered in a restored form of the Roman Empire (1 Jo 2:18; Re 13; 17:7–18; cf. Da 7:23–25). 

· The antichrist is the individual culmination of many antichrists who have already arisen (1 Jo 2:18; cf. 4:3; 2 Th 2:3, 7–8). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· other expressions for 

· ♦ the little horn: Da 7:8 

· ♦ “the prince who is to come”: Da 9:26 

· ♦ the willful king: Da 11:36–45 

· ♦ “the abomination of desolation”: Da 12:11 (cf. Mt 24:15) 

· ♦ “the son of destruction”: 2 Th 2:3 (cf. Jn 17:12) 

· ♦ “the man of lawlessness”: 2 Th 2:3–9 (cf. Da 7:25) 

· ♦ the beast who comes out of the sea: Re 13:1–10 (cf. 11:7); 19:19–21; 20:10 

Antichrist:  General Information

· description of ♦ blasphemous: Da 7:8, 11, 20, 25; Re 13:1, 5, 6 ♦ persecutes the saints: Da 7:21, 25; Re 13:7, 15 ♦ opposes God and His Son: Da 7:25; 11:36; 2 Th 2:4; Re 13:6; 19:19 ♦ self–deifying: Da 7:25; 11:36–39; 2 Th 2:4 ♦ granted power and authority: Da 7:25; Re 13:2, 4–5, 7, 12 (cf. 17:13) ♦ profane: Mt 24:15; 2 Th 2:4; Re 13:14–15 (cf. Da 11:31) ♦ lawless: 2 Th 2:3, 8 ♦ seeks universal worship: 2 Th 2:4; Re 13:4, 12; 19:20 ♦ temporarily restrained: 2 Th 2:6–7

Antichrist:  General Information

· ♦ allied with the second beast (or false prophet): Re 13:11–15; 19:20 (cf. Mt 24:11, 24 ♦ has an identifying number: Re 13:17–18 ♦ forms political alliances: Re 17:12

· reign of:  duration of his reign: Da 7:25; 12:7; Re 11:2; 12:6, 14; 13:5 (cf. 17:10) ♦ universality of his reign: Re 13:7, 16 ♦ restrictions under his reign: Re 13:16–17

· type of (i.e., Antiochus IV Epiphanes): Da 8:9–12 (cf. 8:23–25)

Antichrist:  General Information

· miraculous signs related to: Mt 24:24; 2 Th 2:9; Re 13:13–15; 19:20

· expressed in: denial of the Father and the Son: 1 Jo 2:22 ♦ denial of the Messiahship and incarnation of Jesus: 1 Jo 2:22; 4:3; 2 Jo 7

· followers of: 2 Th 2:10–12; Re 13:8, 12; 19:20–21; 20:15 (cf. Jn 5:43)

· judgment of: 2 Th 2:8–9; Re 17:11; 19:11–21, especially vv. 20–21; 20:10 (cf. Is 11:4); Da 7:11, 26; 11:45

· The NASB Topical Index. electronic ed. La Habra, CA : The Lockman Foundation, 1998 

Antichrist:  General Information

· Antichrist, the, the final opponent of Christ and thus of God. 

· This designation is found only in the Letters of John. 

· The author supposes that his audience has heard the term before (1 John 2:18), and he suggests that it now refers to individuals (‘antichrists’) whose religious influence is already a danger to the church (1 John 2:18-29; 4:1-6; 2 John 1:7-11). 

· It is unclear whether such leaders, whose errors are both Christological and moral, are to be identified with Gnostics or with some other group. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· Earlier, Jewish thinkers, amidst persecution by the Greeks (second century [b.c.]), believed that the blasphemous ‘little horn’ (Antiochus IV) would be vanquished by the sudden rule of ‘the saints of the Most High’ (Dan. 7). Soon thereafter it was believed that a coming Messiah would terminate persecution, whether it was inflicted by Greece or Rome. The hostile empire was often given the name Belial/Beliar (Heb., ‘worthless one’). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· Early Christianity continued the practice of depicting the enemy as an individual or beast who would be defeated at the Messiah’s (Christ’s) return. The enemy is variously referred to as ‘the lawless one’ (2 Thess. 2:8), Belial (2 Cor. 6:15), and Gog and Magog (Rev. 20:8). A final attack upon the church is sometimes identified with the reappearance of the emperor Nero. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· This may be the background for the expected ‘antichrist,’ which the author of 1 John redefines in religious terms. The church has continued to use this designation for its enemies in every age, both within and outside of its membership. See also Apocalyptic Literature; Belial; John, The Letters of; Man of Lawlessness.

· Achtemeier, Paul J. ;  Harper & Row, Publishers ;   Society of Biblical Literature: Harper's Bible Dictionary. 1st ed. San Francisco : Harper & Row, 1985, S. 32 

Antichrist:  General Information

· ANTICHRIST  In the Bible the word Antichrist appears only in the NT Johannine epistles (1 John 2:18–22; 4:3; 2 John 7), where it is used in the singular and the plural primarily to denote those who deny that “Jesus is the Christ” (1 John 2:22). However, these references connect with other more specifically apocalyptic passages in the NT, in particular: 2 Thess. 2:1–2; Rev. 11:7 and 13:11–18; and Mark 13:6–8, 21–22 (with parallels in Matt. 24:23–24; Luke 21:8–9). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· In these passages a figure variously identified as the “man of sin,” the “son of perdition,” the “wicked one,” or as a “beast” takes on a distinct eschatological significance as Christ’s principal opponent at the time of his Second Coming. 

· When it speaks of Antichrist, the NT undoubtedly draws on Jewish apocalyptic literature (cf. Ezek. 38 and 39; Dan. 7:7–28). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· In its most elaborate form, the Christian legend, which relies principally on Daniel, 2 Thessalonians, and Revelation, describes the appearance at the end of time of a powerful leader who will subdue the world’s rulers, set himself up in the temple of God (2 Thess. 2:4), persecute the faithful, and, by performing “signs and lying wonders” (2 Thess. 2:9) through the power and authority of Satan, deceive many into believing that he is divine (cf. Mark 13:5–6, 21–23). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· He will subsequently reign for three and a half years (Rev. 13:5), destroying God’s two “witnesses” (Rev. 11), usually identified as Elijah and Enoch, before being overthrown by the true Christ at his Second Coming.

· Despite the implication throughout Revelation that Rome would be the last great anti-Christian power, the early Church Fathers, among them St. Irenaeus, St. Hippolytus, and especially Tertullian (Apology, 32), argued that Antichrist would appear only after the fall of the Roman Empire, thus equating Rome with the “he who now letteth” in 2 Thess. 2:7. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· This suggests either that the Johannine apocalypse (Revelation) was a departure from the most widely disseminated form of eschatological prediction or (more likely) that such commentators reflect a later, less hostile attitude toward Rome.

· The early Church’s belief in the imminence of Christ’s return prompted many attempts to identify Antichrist with a specific historical figure. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· Such speculation is indirectly evidenced in Augustine’s skeptical reference to an early and persistent Nero redivivus legend which said that Nero had not died or, as time elapsed, that he would be resurrected to return as Antichrist (De civ. Dei 20.19).

· By the end of the patristic period, the early ferment of apocalyptic expectation and attempts to apply eschatological prophecy to actual historical events gave way to more generalized, conceptual commentary (cf. St. John of Damascus, Exposition of the Orthodox Faith, 26). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· Nonetheless, the substance of the Christian expectation concerning the coming of an Antichrist persisted, perpetuated in such works as the Venerable Bede’s Explanatio Apocalypsis and the later, extremely influential Libellus de Antichristo of Adso. By the end of the first Christian millennium, the sense of an imminent apocalypse regained its momentum, emerging most forcefully in the works of Joachim of Fiore, who believed that Antichrist would appear as a pseudo-Pope. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· The popes of the crusading era had hoped to fire the Crusades by charging that “the Turk” was Antichrist, a charge which occasionally reappeared in eschatological predictions. 

· But it was the Papacy itself and the institutional church as a whole which came to bear the brunt of the accusation. 

· More and more groups, distressed by what they perceived to be widespread corruption and worldliness within the Roman Church, identified the church, and frequently the popes themselves, as the apocalyptic Antichrist. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· Among those who published such views were the anonymous author of the 12th-cent. Waldensian treatise On Antichrist, the Spiritual Franciscans, and the Bohemian reformer John Milic of Kromeriz. 

· In England the charge against the Papacy was leveled by Wyclif and a number of his Lollard sympathizers, among them Sir John Oldcastle, whose views on Antichrist are described in Tennyson’s ballad “Sir John Oldcastle.” 

Antichrist:  General Information

· Identification of the Papacy with Antichrist was incorporated by Martin Luther in the Schmalkaldic Articles, and the association became a commonplace of early Protestantism. 

· Luther and Calvin were both constant in their dogmatic assertion that “spiritual-minded people are right in their conviction that the pope is Antichrist” (Luther, “Table Talk,” in Works, 54.346). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· Not surprisingly, Antichrist figures prominently in the literature of this same period. 

· Among the earliest and best-known instances is the 12th-cent. German Ludus Antichristus. 

· In England an Antichrist play is included in the Chester miracle cycle. 

· In the Northumbrian Cursor Mundi the “Seventh Age of the World” contains a section which treats “Of Antichrist,” and Chaucer’s Parson makes a fleeting reference in The Parson’s Tale (10.788). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· But the most extensive consideration of Antichrist in this period is found in the B and C texts of Langland’s Piers Plowman, the last passus of which describes “The Coming of Antichrist.” 

· Rather than restrict the figure to its eschatological context, Langland succeeds in adapting it to suit his hope for spiritual and social reform. 

· Hence, the appearance of Antichrist signals not the end of time, but a necessary, temporary period of upheaval before society can be renewed. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· In this way Langland avoids the limitations imposed on the allusive value of Antichrist by its strong apocalyptic ties or by the demand for a specific historical correlative. 

· With the Reformation, the Protestant insistence that the Pope was Antichrist restricted allusions almost exclusively to partisan literature and drama (cf. John Bale’s King Johan and The Three Laws). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· As Protestant sects proliferated, however, the label Antichrist was applied with increasing vigor and diminishing precision. 

· In England, e.g., the Puritans were to include under that title the prelates of the English church (cf. Milton, Of Reformation, 2.440–41) and later the Royalist party in general. 

· Indeed, as the Puritans splintered, the charge was even leveled at Cromwell himself. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· As early as 1610 Ben Jonson had recognized that a strident emphasis on things apocalyptic might be used to caricature the self-righteous excesses of overzealous sectarians. 

· In The Alchemist, confronted by Surley in the guise of a Spaniard, Ananias berates him for his appearance: “Thou look’st like Antichrist, in that leud hat” (4.7.55). 

· And in Bartholomew Fair, Zeal-of-the-Land Busy dismisses Smithfield as “the seate of the Beast” (3.6.44–45). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· The old Protestant identification of Antichrist with the Papacy survives in such widely disparate sources as Sir Isaac Newton’s Observations upon the Prophecies of Daniel, and the Apocalypse of St. John and in the American colonies in Benjamin Harris’s popular New England Primer, the 1737 and pre-1737 editions of which included a detailed illustration of “The Pope, or Man of Sin.” 

Antichrist:  General Information

· The Counter-Reformation also took up the issue, though such apologists as Ribera and Bellarmine insisted on a nonhistoric interpretation, arguing for the appearance in the distant future of the apocalyptic Antichrist as a distinct individual, thus exonerating the institution of the Papacy. 

· As the sense of an imminent historical apocalypse began to weaken once again, the “futurist” interpretation found favor even among many 18th- and 19th-cent. Protestant commentators. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· Meanwhile, literary references to Antichrist became increasingly limited to casual allusion. 

· Swift, in “A Serious Poem upon William Wood,” addresses Wood as “this Son of Perdition” (1.67), and Pope compares Colley Cibber to the Roman Camillo Querno, “Thron’d on sev’n hills, the Antichrist of wit” (Dunciad A, 2.12; Dunciad B, 2.16). 

· Blake is predictably and provocatively idiosyncratic in arguing that “Jesus and his Apostles and Disciples were all Artists. 

· Their works were destroy’d by the Seven Angels of the Seven Churches in Asia,[by] Antichrist Science” (The Laocoon). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· Further Antichrist references are provided by historical pieces such as Browning’s The Ring and the Book (2.127 and 3.95), Byron’s The Deformed Transformed (2.3.242, 244), and Shaw’s Saint Joan (sc. 4).

· In the past two centuries, eschatological speculation has continued to flare in times of perceived or actual crisis. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· In the cataclysmic aftermath of the French Revolution, Napoleon was thought of by many as Antichrist; in the 20th cent. 

· Hitler, Mussolini, Stalin, and a host of others have been so identified. 

· Antichrist figures still make occasional appearances in popular fiction—especially fantasy and futuristic novels and the cinema—in which apocalyptic themes have had a continuing vogue. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· Bibliography. Bousset, W. The Antichrist Legend: A Chapter in Christian and Jewish Folklore. Trans. A. H. Keane (1896); Emmerson, R. K. Antichrist in the Middle Ages: A Study of Medieval Apocalypicism, Art, and Literature (1981); Hill, J. E. C. “Antichrist” in Seventeenth Century England (1971); Lucken, L. U. Antichrist and the Prophets of Antichrist in the Chester Cycle (1940); Macfarlane, J. E. “Antichrist in English Literature 1380–1680.” DAI 41 (1980), 2615A; Marshall, M. H. “Antichrist in Medieval Drama and in the Drama of the Reformation in England.” M.A. thesis, Yale, 1928; Mellen, F. D. “The Antichrist Legend in Middle English.” M.A. thesis, Chicago, 1928; Stein, S. J. “Cotton Mather and Jonathan Edwards on the Number of the Beast: Eighteenth-Century Speculation about the Antichrist.” PAAS 84 (1974), 293–315; Wright, J., trans. and ed. The Play of Antichrist (1967).

Antichrist:  General Information

· Jeffrey, David L.: A Dictionary of Biblical Tradition in English Literature. Grand Rapids, Mich. : W.B. Eerdmans, 1992 

Antichrist:  General Information

· The Antichrist

· The only NT uses of ἀντίχριστος (antichristos, antichrist) occur in the Johannine epistles. 

· In 1 John 2:18 John alludes to the early church’s teaching, “You have heard that the antichrist is coming.” 

· From this we know that there was a developed teaching about such a being in the early church, but no NT book provides such explicit information. 

· John then adds, “Even now many antichrists have come,” referring to false teachers in the churches. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· The term occurs three other times (1 John 2:22; 4:3; 2 John 7), all referring to false teachers. 

· These heretics were precursors of the final Antichrist and were the “spirit of antichrist” (1 John 4:3) at work in this world. 

· It is clear that a major function of the Antichrist will be deceptive false teaching that leads many astray and results in the apostasy of huge numbers of professing Christians (Matt. 24:10–12; 2 Thess. 2:3). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· Perhaps the first NT reference to a coming antichrist is found in the Olivet discourse, where Jesus speaks of the abomination of desolation as a person (Mark 13:14), using the masculine participle ἑστηκότα (hestēkota, standing) in contrast to the neuter βδέλυγμα (bdelygma, abomination) that it modifies. 

· As Gundry (1993: 741) states, this alludes to the masculine participles in Dan. 9:26–27 (cf. also Dan. 11:31; 12:11), where it applies to Antiochus Epiphanes and his sacrilege of the temple in 167 b.c. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· The sacrilegious act of Antiochus IV as prophesied in Daniel became the precursor of the Antichrist theme in Jewish teaching. 

· Antiochus IV called himself “Epiphanes” because he viewed himself as the “manifestation” of his patron god Olympian Zeus, and he set up an altar to Zeus on top of the altar in the Jerusalem temple (see 1 Macc. 1:54). 

· Antiochus, the “little horn” of Daniel, became the prototype for the theme of an Antichrist or supreme opponent of God on earth. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· Antiochus as a Type of the Antichrist
· The Book of Daniel ignores the Syrian ruler Antiochus Epiphanes (discussed in our previous lesson) except in the final vision. 

· There, he has a prominent place. 

· He is the subject of Daniel 11:21-35. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· Why does the final vision put Antiochus in the spotlight? Because it wants us to see him as a forerunner and type of the Antichrist, who is the subject of the succeeding passage, verses 36-45.

· 36 And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done. 37 Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· 38 But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things. 39 Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge and increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain. 40 And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push at him: and the king of the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over.

Antichrist:  General Information

· 41 He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many countries shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon. 42 He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape. 43 But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· 44 But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many. 45 And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.”

Antichrist:  General Information

· Daniel 11:36-45
· Three correspondences between these two figures, Antiochus and the Antichrist, are especially striking.
· They are alike in character:
· Antiochus is repeatedly portrayed as a speaker of falsehood. He would "obtain the kingdom by flatteries" (v. 21), "work deceitfully" (v. 23), "speak lies" (v. 27), and "corrupt by flatteries" (v. 32). The Antichrist will also be a liar, even like his ally Satan, who is the father of lies (John 8:44). He will promote the outrageous lie that he is the supreme god (vs. 36-37).
Antichrist:  General Information

· Antiochus is represented as a man who deeply hated true religion, as well as God's people. "His heart shall be against the holy covenant" (v. 28). Also, the Antichrist will hold God (v. 36; Dan. 7:25; 8:11) and God's people (Dan. 7:21; 8:24) in contempt.
· Like Alexander the Great and some Seleucid forerunners, Antiochus claimed to be divine. In about 169 he took the title Theos Epiphanes. Theos means "god" and Epiphanes means "become visible" or "manifest." The Antichrist will not only represent himself as divine, but "magnify himself above every god" (v. 36). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· They are alike in their careers.
· Both would have the king of the south as an enemy and would invade Egypt (concerning Antiochus, vs. 25, 29; concerning the Antichrist, vs. 40, 42-43).
· Both would enjoy dominion over Palestine (concerning Antiochus, vs. 22-24, 30-34; concerning the Antichrist, vs. 41, 45). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· Both would desecrate the sanctuary by removing the daily sacrifice and introducing an abomination that would cause desolation (concerning Antiochus, v. 31; concerning the Antichrist, Dan. 8:11, 9:27).
· Both would unleash a fierce persecution of the Jews (concerning Antiochus, vs. 33-35; concerning the Antichrist, Dan. 7:21, 8:24). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· It is obvious that in the divinely ordered scheme of history, the significance of Antiochus is that he was a forerunner and type of the Antichrist, revealing important information about him. It is reasonable to suppose that their correspondence extends even to their place of dominion. Since Antiochus was a Seleucid king, we infer that the Antichrist will rule in the same region—over a portion or the entirety of ancient Seleucid territory. This was an immense domain encompassing modern Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Iran, Jordan, portions of Turkey and lands to the east, and, at times, Palestine.

Antichrist:  General Information

· Proof that the Last Horn Is Not Antiochus
· The vision and its interpretation include many assertions about the last horn that were not true of Antiochus.

· 1. The last horn started small but grew in size until he became "exceeding great" (vs. 9-10). 

· How then can it be Antiochus? 

· He did not greatly extend his territory by conquest. 

· Moreover, he was at the outset one of the principal rulers in the Mediterranean world. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· 2. The last horn cast down the sanctuary (v. 11). Although Antiochus desecrated the Temple, he did not actually wreck the buildings. 

· He did not do them any appreciable physical damage. 

· A few years later, when the Temple was restored to ceremonial use, it had to be cleansed of all remnants of idolatry, and the marks of neglect and misuse had to be repaired, but the structure itself did not need to be rebuilt. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· 3. The 2300 days (v. 14) do not fit the period during Antiochus's reign when the Temple lay desolate.

· 4. Gabriel revealed to Daniel that the vision would be fulfilled "at the time of the end" (v. 17). 

· Surely, the time of the end did not begin thousands of years ago, before the reign of Antiochus. 

· The angel was even more specific. 

· He said that the vision would be fulfilled during "the last end ['latter portion'] of the indignation" (v. 19). 

· In other words, the vision pertains to the last 3 1/2 years of the Tribulation.

Antichrist:  General Information

· 5. The ruler to come will understand "dark sentences" (v. 23). The rendering "dark sentences" suggests mysteries in the realm of the occult. 

· But the Hebrew word chidah means simply "riddles." Scripture uses the word to denote its own difficult and puzzling sayings (Psa. 49:4; Prov. 1:6). 

· Hence, the revelation that the last horn will be expert in solving chidah is likely a warning that he will be a discerning student of Biblical prophecy. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· He therefore cannot be Antiochus, who, so far as any historian knows, was wholly ignorant of the Hebrew Scriptures. 

· Rather, the one who will understand dark sentences is the Antichrist. In his knowledge and understanding of God's program for the future, he will greatly excel many believers, to their shame. 

· Yet although he will comprehend that prophecy anticipated many aspects of his coming and career, he will not necessarily believe that the Bible is correct in predicting his ultimate downfall. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· Later in the chapter (Mark 13:22), Jesus describes also the ψευδόχριστοι (pseudochristoi, false messiahs), who were pretenders to the messianic office in the first century.

· The next place the Antichrist is mentioned is in 2 Thess. 2:1–12, where the “man of lawlessness” is discussed (see Bruce 1982: 175–78, especially his “Excursus on Antichrist,” 179–88). 

· About ten years before 2 Thessalonians was written (a.d. 40), the emperor Gaius (Caligula) had threatened to set up a statue of himself in the Jerusalem temple because the Jews were not accepting his divine status. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· This potential “abomination of desolation” might well have been in Paul’s mind as he wrote. 

· Although Caligula was assassinated in a.d. 41, ending his insane desires, another would come whose evil will would not be checked until the eschaton [Second Coming]. 

· In other words, just as Nero became a model for the beast in Rev. 13 (see below), so Caligula became a model for the “man of lawlessness” in 2 Thess. 2. Paul talks there of the removal of the “restraining power” (probably government and its control of law and order), allowing the “lawless one,” the Antichrist, to appear. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· Like the little horn of Dan. 7:8 (“speaking boastfully”), 8:25 (“he will cause deceit to prosper and will consider himself superior”), and 11:36 (“he will magnify himself above every god and will say unheard-of things against the God of gods”), this lawless one will “oppose and exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God” (2 Thess. 2:4). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· As in Rev. 13:13–14, he will display all kinds of counterfeit miracles, based on “the work of Satan,” to prove his claims and will work through deceit.

· Watson (_DLNT_ 51) and Aune (1998a: 753–54; see his interesting summary of “The Biography of the Beast,” 1998b: 942–43) note two types of an anti-Messiah figure in late intertestamental Judaism, one a tyrant from outside who opposes God and oppresses his people, built on the little horn of Daniel; the other a false teacher from within the community who deceives the people, possibly built on the false prophet who opposes the “prophet like Moses” in Deut. 18:18–22. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· These two are combined in the man of lawlessness of 2 Thess. 2 but separated in the two beasts of Rev. 13. Here the “beast from the sea” (13:1–10) is the military tyrant, while the “beast from the earth” (13:11–18) is the false prophet (he is called that in 16:13; 19:20; 20:10). 

· As with the dragon, the figure behind the “beast from the sea” is undoubtedly Leviathan, the chaos monster of the deep, who was defeated by God at creation (Ps. 74:14) but still often represented empires that oppressed Israel and stood against God (Isa. 30:7; Jer. 51:34; Ezek. 29:3; Ps. Sol. 2.25–26). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· In _Asc. Isa._ 4.1–13 Beliar will descend “in the form of a man, a king of iniquity” and will both persecute the people of God and claim that he is the Lord; there this Beliar incarnate is undoubtedly Nero, the “murderer of his mother” (there was widespread speculation that Nero had done so). 

· Similarly, Qumran also expected a being “from Belial” who would become a “terror” and turn Jerusalem into “a bulwark of godlessness” (4QTest 22–24). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· Sibylline Oracles 3.63–74 describes the coming of Beliar to perform seductive miracles and lead astray even some among the faithful. 

· In Apoc. Elijah 3.5–13 the “son of lawlessness” will cause the sun to fall and the moon to turn to blood; he will perform many counterfeit miracles and set himself up as a false messiah. 

· Thus, the Antichrist theme developed late in the intertestamental period and was not a full-fledged emphasis until the Christian era. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· There is not a lot of evidence, but we can say it probably began with Jesus (Mark 13:14) and had become a developed doctrine by the time John wrote his epistles (1 John 2:18). 

· The only explicit passages on it are in 2 Thess. 2 and Rev. 13, but it was certainly an important issue for the early church. 

Antichrist:  General Information

· Some (R. Charles; Mounce; Yarbro Collins 1976; Sweet; O’Donovan 1986: 83; Beagley; Bauckham 1993b: 450–52; Roloff; Beale) believe that the beast is not a person but an empire, since the beasts of Daniel are world empires. 

· In particular, they identify the beast with the Roman Empire, seen in its world domination and through the imperial cult taking upon itself the prerogatives of God. 

· However, there are many indicators that the Antichrist will be a person who is the embodiment of the evil empire (for the beast as an empire and a person, see Johnson, Chilton, Krodel). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· While the beast sums up the beasts of Daniel, he is also the fulfillment of the “little horn” of Daniel, Antiochus Epiphanes (see above). 

· Also, if the dragon is a personal being, so must be the beast, his offspring. 

· The description of the two beasts in chapter 13 fits an individual rather than an empire, and the rest of the NT expects a person, from Mark 13:14 (“he is standing”) to 2 Thess. 2 (“the man of lawlessness”) to the “many antichrists” of 1-2 John, who are individual false teachers, as proleptic of a final Antichrist (1 John 2:18). 

Antichrist:  General Information

· Therefore, it is likely that the beast is the Antichrist figure expected in NT prophecy, the person who will lead the empire called Babylon the Great (14:8; 17:5; 18:2, 10). 

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· 1. The antichrist will be a man - Daniel 7:24-25

· 2. He will confirm a covenant for 7 years - Daniel 9:27  Now also, this does not mean that he creates this covenant. The word here for "confirm" is 1396 gabar (gaw-bar'); a primitive root; to be strong; by implication, to prevail, act insolently: KJV-- exceed, confirm, be great, be mighty, prevail, put to more [strength], strengthen, be stronger, be valiant. The antichrist will strengthen a covenant for a 7 year time span. Now this could be an existing covenant (like the Jerusalem Covenant) or a new covenant drawn up at that time. 

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· 3. He will rise among 10 kings - Daniel 7:8  This 10 nation union will be a revived Holy Roman Empire - Daniel 2:44 

· 4. He will uproot 3 kings from the original 10 kings to gain political power - Daniel 7:8 

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· 5. His 10 nation union will merge into a world government which he will dominate - Revelation 13:1-2 Now this also, could refer to several things. First, the 10 nations could merge into an EXISTING world government, such as the U.N. Or it could form a new world government, much like the U.N. Or, this 10 nation confederation could be something like the new 10 nation common stock market. A union like this would definitely rule the world, without having a "seat" of power. Whoever controls the money, controls the globe.

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· 6. He will ascend to power on a platform of peace. By peace, he will destroy many - Daniel 8:25 

· 7. He will be promoted and exalted by a miracle working religious partner (false prophet) - Revelation 13:11-12 

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· 8. He was, and is not, and yet is - Revelation 17:8 More than likely this is referring to political power. The antichrist will have ruled, but then be taken out of power. Only to rise back up again to power as the head of the One World Government. 

· 9. The world government over which he rules will be a red (communistic or socialistic [or violent]) government - Revelation 17:14 

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· 10. The antichrist will be preceded by 7 kings or rulers. He will be the 8th king. He will also be "of" the 7 - Revelation 17:11

· Now this scripture has many different ways it can be viewed. The word "goeth" in the scripture is 5217 hupago (hoop-ag'-o); from 5259 and 71; to lead (oneself) under, i.e. withdraw or retire (as if sinking out of sight), literally or figuratively: KJV-- depart, get hence, go (a-) way. 

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· So we see that he will withdraw or retire from sight. 

· But will rise back up again to power. 

· Now this could be taken as to mean 7 kings. 

· Or this could be taken as 7 World Governments that have ruled. 

· So far there have been 6: 1. Egypt. 2. Assyria. 3. Babylon. 4. Medo-Persia. 5. Greece. 6. Rome 

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· 11. He will have a mouth speaking great things. Very boastful - Daniel 7:8 

· 12. His look will be more stout than his fellows - Daniel 7:20

· The word "stout" from 7227 rab (rab); by contracted from 7231; abundant (in quantity, size, age, number, rank, quality): 

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· KJV-- (in) abound (-undance, -ant, -antly), captain, elder, enough, exceedingly, full, great (-ly, man, one), increase, long (enough, [time]), (do, have) many (-ifold, things, a time), ([ship-]) master, mighty, more, (too, very) much, multiply (-tude), officer, often [-times], plenteous, populous, prince, process [of time], suffice (-lent). 

· So this can have several meanings. 

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· It could mean one of the following: the antichrist will be larger in size than everybody else, will be older than everybody else, will have more of a "following" than anybody else, is a higher military or political rank than anybody else, or is more qualified than anybody else. What ever this verse is speaking about, it is obvious when you look at him. 

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· 13. He will have a fierce countenance - Daniel 8:23 [either a physical description or an attitude]

· 14. He will understand puzzling things - Daniel 8:23 

· 15. He will cause craft to prosper - Daniel 8:25 It is interesting to note the definition of the word "craft" here. It is 4820 mirmah (meer-maw'); from 7411 in the sense of deceiving; fraud: KJV-- craft, deceit (-ful, -fully), false, feigned, guile, subtilty, treachery. 

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· No wonder, for the Bible says that he is the father of lies. 

· So his policy or his success will make it possible for his deception of the world to prosper. 

· God said that if you do not believe the truth, that he would send strong delusion that you should believe a lie. 

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· 16. He apparently assumes world dominating power 3 1/2 years after he confirms the covenant. He then will continue to reign for 42 months - Revelation 13:5 

· 17. The Abomination of Desolation is the event that signals the beginning of this final 42 months - Daniel 9:27

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· It is interesting to note, that many scholars believe that at the Abomination of Desolation is when Revelation 12:7-10 occurs. [Satan cast out of Heaven]

· At which point the Antichrist becomes "possessed" by Satan himself and then forces the Mark or death upon everybody. 

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· 18. He opposes God - 2 Thessalonians 2:4 

· 19. He will speak marvelous things against the God of gods - Daniel 11:36 

· 20. He will exalt himself above all that is called God - 2 Thessalonians 2:4 

· 21. He will sit in the temple of God - 2 Thessalonians 2:4 

· 22. He will claim to be God (or an incarnation of God) - 2 Thessalonians 2:4 

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· 23. He will take away the daily sacrifices from the temple - Daniel 11:31 

· 24. He will plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain - Daniel 11:45 It would seem here that the Antichrist will setup small "fortifications" in between the sea and Jerusalem, to help keep control over things in distant areas away from the main offices.  

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· 25. He will have power to make war with the saints and to overcome them - Revelation 13:7 

· 26. He will continue this war with the saints for 3 1/2 years - Daniel 7:21, 25 

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· 27. This time of Great Tribulation is launched upon the Earth by the antichrist at the Abomination of Desolation. - Matthew 24:15,21. 

· Up until this time, it would seem that he is a man of peace and not war [at least to Israel]. 

· But now he shows his true colors. Perhaps is possessed by Satan himself at this point as well. 

· Which would account for the false front being dropped at this time. 

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· 28. During this time, the antichrist will scatter the power of the holy people - Daniel 12:7 

· 29. He will rule a mighty and strong kingdom - Daniel 7:7 

· 30. He was given power over all kindreds, tongues and nations - Revelation 13:7 

· 31. His kingdom will devour the whole earth - Daniel 7:23 [at least the Middle East]

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· 32. He will have great military power that will stand behind him, to enforce his laws - Daniel 11:31 

· 33. He will try to change times and laws; and they will be given into his power for 3 1/2 years - Daniel 7:25 

· 34. He will give great honor to the God of forces, with gold, silver, jewels, etc - Daniel 11:38 

· 35. He will prosper in everything that he does - Daniel 8:24 

· 36. He will not regard the God of his fathers - Daniel 11:37 

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· 37. He will not regard the desire of women - Daniel 11:37 It is interesting to note here that most people think that he will be a homosexual, which could be. 

· But rather I think that he will place limitations upon children being born. 

· Similar to what is being done in China now. 

· Why?  

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· Because it is the natural desire of a woman, that God has given to them, to be a mother. 

· By not regarding this natural desire, he would cause a "forced" limit on the amount of children a woman was "allowed" to have. 

· [Others say that this means that he disdains women as less than a man, ie. Islamic Sharia Law.]

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· 38. The mark of the beast will be the [Number] of his name - Revelation 14:11 

· 39. All that dwell upon the Earth will worship him, except those who's names are written in the Lamb's Book of Life - Revelation 15:2 [Tribulation Believers]

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· 40. He will have an image made after him - Revelation 15:2 This could also be in reference to his kingdom's logo or insignia.  

· Much like the U.N. has a logo that every soldier on a U.N. mission must wear, there might also be a logo or insignia that his armies would have to wear 

· His coming will be after the workings of Satan - 2 Thessalonians 2:8 

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· 41. He will fight against Jesus Christ at Armageddon (and lose I might add!) - Revelation 17:14 

· 42. He will stand against the Prince of princes -[TLJC] - Daniel 8:25

· 43. The Lord will consume him with the spirit of his mouth (which is the Word of God) - 2 Thessalonians 2:8 

46 Prophecies the Antichrist will fulfill
· 44. The Lord will destroy him with the brightness of his coming (which is his glory) - 2 Thessalonians 2:8 

· 45. He will be cast alive into the lake of fire - Revelation 19:20 

· 46. He will be tormented day and night for ever and ever - Revelation 20:10

End Times News Reports

· Terrorists gush over CNN coverage

· 'Defeat for Christians,' proof Islam 'will shine all over the world'

· JERUSALEM – CNN's extensive coverage this week of the annual Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca is a defeat for evangelical Christians and proves it is only a question of time before Islam will be "shining all over the world," according to Muslim terrorists in Gaza speaking to WND. 

End Times News Reports

· Starting last Saturday and continuing until Wednesday, CNN provided regular coverage of the Hajj, the largest annual pilgrimage in the world. The fifth pillar of Islam requires every able-bodied Muslim to travel to Mecca at least once in their life in a demonstration of solidarity with fellow Muslims and in an act of individual submission to Allah. 

End Times News Reports

· CNN aired several live reports from this year's Hajj, including a live shot of the end of the pilgrimage in which Muslims in attendance encircle the Kabah – the holiest Islamic building in Mecca – seven times, in a counter-clockwise direction. The news network also provided extensive online coverage, including several articles and an entire special section of the CNN website dedicated to the Hajj. 

End Times News Reports

· "The fact that the Americans, who are the biggest enemies of Islam, are so interested in the Hajj proves they want to know what is this thing threatening their culture. They want to understand what is this religion that is defeating them in the U.S., in Iraq, in Palestine, everywhere," said Muhammad Abdel Al, spokesman and a leader of the Popular Resistance Committees terrorist organization.

End Times News Reports

· "Since CNN gives the Hajj so much coverage, it means there is no way that Islam is defeated. We bless CNN for this great gesture that can improve relations between the West and between Islam. They did it because they checked with audience and found they are so interested in knowing Islam," said Abu Islam, , chief of Jihadiya Silafiya, a Palestinian Islamist organization ideologically allied with al-Qaida values. The group took responsibility for several attacks targeting Christians in Gaza, including the bombing of a Christian bookstore there accused of missionary activity. 

End Times News Reports

· Iraq Unveils Plan for Middle East Partnership By Meredith Buel  Washington 10 December 2008
· The Iraqi government has unveiled plans for a new regional economic and security partnership it says will help stabilize the Middle East.  In a presentation at the U.S. Institute of Peace in Washington Iraq's government spokesman Ali al-Dabbagh says the significant reduction of violence in his country is opening an opportunity for an unprecedented level of regional cooperation.

End Times News Reports

· Al-Dabbagh says Iraq is at the heart of the proposed formula he says will help eliminate disputes over borders and natural resources such as oil, gas and water. He says the Iraqi government will propose major joint projects with Turkey, Iran, Syria, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Jordan and Persian Gulf countries to strengthen regional security. 

End Times News Reports

· Iraq plans EU-style Middle East union
· LEIGH PHILLIPS
· Iraq has unveiled plans for the creation of a regional economic and security union for the Middle East explicitly modeled on the European Union.

End Times News Reports

· Official government spokesman Ali al-Dabbagh announced the proposal on Tuesday (9 December) in Washington at the Institute of Peace, a US government-linked think-tank, saying that talks on the plan with the country's neighbours were already underway. 

End Times News Reports

· Informal discussions on "Regional Economic Partnership" have reportedly been launched with Kuwait, Syria and Turkey, though not yet Iran. The aim would also to be to bring on board Jordan and Saudi Arabia and - in a subsequent phase - the Gulf states of Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates, but not Israel. 

End Times News Reports

· The proposed bloc would look to lower trade barriers and develop joint economic projects, as well as sharing water resources and electricity. Resolving border disputes and common perspectives on combating militant extremism would also be on the agenda.

· Iraq's plan, a"vision" of Mr al-Dabbagh's government, would also aim to improve oil and gas transit and construct roads between the Persian Gulf and the Mediterranean.

End Times News Reports

· "The new Iraq could convert the region into the EU model," the UK's Daily Telegraph quotes the Iraqi official as saying at the meeting. "Iraq is going to play a major stabilising factor," he added.

· Iraq sees a "necessity for regional security and economic co-operation," Mr al-Dabbagh said. 

End Times News Reports

· UK's Brown: Now is the time to build global society

· Sun, Nov 09 19:03 PM ESTLONDON (Reuters) - The international financial crisis has given world leaders a unique opportunity to create a truly global society, Britain's Prime Minister Gordon Brown will say in a keynote foreign policy speech on Monday.

· In his annual speech at the Lord Mayor's Banquet, Brown -- who has spearheaded calls for the reform of international financial institutions -- will say Britain, the United States and Europe are key to forging a new world order.

End Times News Reports

· "The alliance between Britain and the U.S. -- and more broadly between Europe and the U.S. -- can and must provide leadership, not in order to make the rules ourselves, but to lead the global effort to build a stronger and more just international order," an excerpt from the speech says.

