The Antichrist and the End Times-005 and 006

Historical and Current Speculation about the Antichrist

Antichrist

· The word Antichrist can be understood to mean either against Christ or instead of Christ. Several times it is used in the plural, and in such a way that it can be applied to almost anyone who is opposed to Christ. The common use of the name applies to the great antagonist of the last days, the world dictator, the final emperor. He is not only against Christ, but, to the Gentiles at least, he is instead of Christ. 

Antichrist

· He is Satan's man on earth, receiving from Satan the dominion once refused by Christ (Revelation 13:2; Matthew 4:8-10). 

· His impersonation of Christ includes some sort of a physical resurrection from death (Revelation 13:3, 12, 14). 

· But whether we use the term "Antichrist" as describing this person or not, there will in any case be an individual who will fulfil the prophetical Scriptures relating to this "man of sin" or "lawless one." (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10) 

Antichrist

· THE IDENTITY OF THE POLITICAL BEAST (CALLED THE BEAST FROM THE SEA, THE GENTILE ANTICHRIST)
· Read Revelation 13:1-10. The Political Beast rises out of the sea. The sea in Scripture is often a type of the Gentile nations (i.e. the restless nations of the world), so this may mean simply that he is a Gentile. 

Antichrist

· Or the sea may refer to the Mediterranean area, where the Roman Empire centered. 

· He has ten horns. Daniel predicted that the Roman Empire would be revived in a ten-kingdom form (Daniel 7:24).

· Many powerful rulers have crossed the stage of human history. Genghis Khan, Nero, Stalin, Hitler - we recoil in horror at the memory of their ruthlessness. 

Antichrist

· But the Bible teaches that the most wicked dictator of all is yet to appear. 

· He may be living today, biding his time, waiting to manifest himself as the implacable foe of God. 

· Jesus called the image he sets up in the Temple "the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet" (Matthew 24:15). 

Antichrist

· Our Lord's reference was to Daniel 9:27, where it is recorded that the prince (Antichrist or called the Political Beast, the Beast from the Sea) that shall come will break his covenant with the Jews and reveal himself as an abominable perjurer, blasphemer and desolater of men. 

· Paul describes him as "the son of perdition," "that Wicked," "Lawless one" (2 Thessalonians 2:3, 8). 

Antichrist

· THE CHARACTER OF THE POLITICAL BEAST
· Consuming Pride
· He will "exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god" (Daniel 11:36). This self-glorification will go so far that he will actually sit in the temple of God (2 Thessalonians 2:4). This is what the Lord Jesus had in mind when He said that the abomination would "stand in the holy place" (Matthew 24:15). 

Antichrist

· In unrestrained conceit he will open his mouth in blasphemy against God. Daniel declared: He "shall speak great words against the most High" (Daniel 7:25). He "shall speak marvelous things against the God of gods" (Daniel 11:36); "he shall magnify himself above all" (Daniel 11:37). Paul describes him as the one "who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped..." (2 Thessalonians 2:4). 

Antichrist

· Arrogant Blasphemy
· Antichrist will hate God. "And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies...And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven" (Revelation 13:5, 6). The God Himself - His Being, His attributes, His sanctuary and His redeemed in heaven will be the objects of Antichrist's blasphemous, scornful diatribes. 

Antichrist

· Great Power
· As the greatest dictator the world has known, he will move triumphantly from the west into Palestine, "the glorious land," overcoming nations en route, and finally entering Jerusalem victoriously (Daniel 11:41-45). Continuing to exhibit astonishing might, he will demonstrate his martial prowess in a series of remarkable military exploits. Power "was given unto him...over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations" (Revelation 13:5, 7). 

Antichrist

· His Title "the Gentile Antichrist"
· His very title summarizes his despicable vices. He will be anti, "opposed to," Christ in every conceivable area of character and conduct. The Lord Jesus represents righteousness, truth, purity and honor. This personality will be a man of sin, falsehood, vileness and dishonor. Christ was marked by self-denial. Antichrist will be a man of self-esteem and self-aggrandizement. 

Antichrist

· Jesus came in humility, "to seek and to save that which was lost" (Luke 19:10). This wicked man will strut in pomp across the stage, destroying, pillaging, murdering those who refuse to yield to his unruly will. He will also be anti, "seeking to supplant," the Lord Jesus Christ; for he will claim to be the Messiah. 

Antichrist

· THE EMPIRE OF THE POLITICAL BEAST
· In the second chapter of Daniel we read that the emperor Nebuchadnezzar had a dream. Daniel the prophet interpreted it correctly. The lofty figure of a man which the king saw represented a series of successive world empires (read Daniel 2:28-45). In "the latter days" (Daniel 2:28) in the period of the feet and ten toes, a stone "cut out of the mountain without hands" (Daniel 2:34, 45) would smite and destroy the image. 

Antichrist

· The reference is, of course, to our Lord's return for the battle of Armageddon (which we shall study in lesson 8). But the ten toes (see also the ten horns of Daniel 7:7, 8, 24) imply that in the last days ten federated nations, emerging out of the area of the ancient Roman Empire (the iron legs of Daniel 2:33, 40), will arise. 

Antichrist

· Seen among these will be Antichrist, the "little horn" (Daniel 7:8), who will seize power by toppling three other rulers (Daniel 7:8) and will claim dominion over much of the area once controlled by Rome.

· In simple words, the ancient Roman Empire will be revived as a ten-kingdom confederacy, covering most of Europe (Daniel 2; 7; Revelation 17). 

Antichrist

· The nation of Israel, having rejected its Messiah, will embrace the grossest idolatry (i.e. accept the Antichrist as their Messiah), and its last state will become worse than its first (Matthew 12:43-45; John 5:43). And Christendom (that is, the mass of mere Christian profession) will have become utterly apostate (1 Timothy 4:1-3; Revelation 3:16, 17).

Antichrist

· THE ASSOCIATES OF THE POLITICAL BEAST
· The Political Beast will be a man. But he will not work alone. He will have a powerful assistant at his side and an invisible force behind him. Otherwise, he would never be able to perform such phenomenally wicked exploits.

Antichrist

· The False Prophet (or called The Religious Beast, The Beast from the Earth, The Jewish Antichrist)
· The career of the Religious Beast or called the False Prophet is sketched in Revelation 13:11-18 as well as in other New Testament passages. He rises out of the earth. The earth may represent the land of Palestine, suggesting that this religious leader is a Jew (i.e. the God's chosen earthly people). 

Antichrist

· He has two horns like a lamb, giving the appearance of gentleness and harmlessness, and also suggesting that he impersonates the Lamb of God. The Lord Jesus taught that false prophets may look like the true sheep, but we can know what they really are by their fruits (Matthew 7:15, 20; 1 John 4:1-3). 

Antichrist

· His field is religion, and he serves as the lieutenant of the first beast. In other words, these two men are associates, the first having his capital in Europe (probably Rome) and the other in Jerusalem. The religious leader arises out of the earth, suggesting that he is a Jew (the earthly people), and is an imitator of the lamb of the God. But his speech betrays him: he is another mouthpiece of the devil, and possesses as much deceptive power as does his political superior. 

Antichrist

· In fact, he directs worship to the latter as well as receives it for himself. His own claims to deity are the essence of impiety and blasphemy, and his enforcement of idolatry is effected by a universal economic boycott. This religious beast is apparently the Jewish antichrist, called elsewhere "the man of sin" and "the false prophet." 

Antichrist

· For his full description we will later consider the following passages: Daniel 11:36-45; Zechariah 11:16, 17; John 5:43; 2 Thessalonians 2:3-13; 1 John 2:18-22; Revelation 19:20. 

Antichrist

· The Devil
· Anti-Christ's coming is "after the working of Satan." Hence his uncanny skill and ability to deceive (2 Thessalonians 2:9, 10). The "dragon" will indeed give power unto the "beast" (Revelation 13:3, 4). 

Antichrist

· An Abominable Trinity: Anti-Christ, the False Prophet and the Devil
· No wonder the tribulation they inaugurate and promote will be "great," to quote the Lord Jesus (Matthew 24:21). And no wonder they will ultimately meet a similar fate. The devil will some day be "cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are..." (Revelation 20:10). 

Antichrist

· THE CAREER OF THE POLITICAL BEAST
· The Antichrist's deeds of horror on earth will occur after Church-age believers have gone to meet their Savior in the air (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17). 

· We should understand the seven stages of the Antichrist's career: 

Antichrist

· 1. Victorious Advance
· Honoring the god of forces instead of the living God (Daniel 11:37, 38), Antichrist will lead his troops in triumph into Jerusalem itself (Daniel 11:41, 45). 

Antichrist

· 2. Establishment of a Covenant
· Upon instituting his iniquitous regime in Jerusalem, Antichrist will form a league with the Jews, who will have returned in unbelief to the land of their fathers (Daniel 9:27). A seven-year treaty will be signed (note: "one week" is, in the Hebrew, "one seven," that is, seven years.) We are not told what the exact terms of this pact will be. 

Antichrist

· But possibly Antichrist, archdeceiver that he will be, will promise to protect the Jews from their enemies or to further their progress in establishing a homeland in Palestine. 

Antichrist

· 3. Breach of the Covenant
· He will break his agreement after three and one-half years (i.e. in the midst of the week in Daniel 9:27); and the last three and one-half years of the period will witness the terrors of the great tribulation. 

Antichrist

· 4. Desecration of the Temple
· This Jewish Temple, to be re-built in the last days, will be violated by the detestable usurper (2 Thessalonians 2:4). 

Antichrist

· 5. Persecution of the Jewish Remnant
· During Antichrist's fearful regime many Jews, overwhelmed and destitute as the result of his iniquitous practices, will turn to God. The dictator will level his attack against these "saints," the converted remnant. "And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them..." (Revelation 13:7). 

Antichrist

· "The same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them" (Daniel 7:21). And he "shall wear out the saints of the most High..." (Daniel 7:25). 

Antichrist

· 6. Duration of His Effrontery
· For three and one-half years his wild, tempestuous fury will rage (Revelation 13:5; see also Revelation 11:2, 3). He will brook no rivalry in the mad pursuit of increasing authority, prestige and power.

Antichrist

· 7. Participation in the Battle of Armageddon
· Antichrist will be one of the military leaders to oppose the Son of God at the dread battle of the Son of God (Revelation 19:19). He will dare to lift his puny fist in open hostility against the Lord of life and destiny. 

Antichrist

· THE OVERTHROW OF THE POLITICAL BEAST
· Evil will not permanently triumph. 

· Antichrist, vain in his blasphemy and cruel in his oppression, will more than meet his match when the three and one-half years of his moral and political debauchery are ended. 

· The Lord will consume him "with the spirit of his mouth" and "with the brightness of his coming" (2 Thessalonians 2:8). 

Antichrist

· When Jesus returns with His saints for Armageddon's struggle, both the beast and false prophet will be seized and "cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone" (Revelation 19:20). 

· Daniel foresaw Antichrist's doom when he wrote: "I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning flame" (Daniel 7:11). 

Antichrist

· Again, "They shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end" (Daniel 7:26). And "yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him" (Daniel 11:45). 

· When the thousand-year rule of Christ on earth is ended, the wicked leaders will be joined by their defeated sponsor - the devil. And all "shall be tormented day and night forever and ever" (Revelation 20:10). 

Antichrist

· WHO IS THE ANTICHRIST?
· The Political Beast or called The Beast from the Sea is the Antichrist (Interpretation One)
· Bible commentators who hold that the Political Beast is the Antichrist (such as Sir Robert Anderson, Barnhouse, Chafer, Larkin, McGee, Newell, Pentecost, Pettingill, Talbot and Vine) generally find him throughout the prophecies of Daniel. 

Antichrist

· He is the eleventh horn of Daniel 7:8; the king of fierce countenance in 8:23; the prince that shall come of 9:26, 27; and the willful king of 11:36. He is also the man of sin in 2 Thessalonians 2:2-10 and the Beast from the Sea in the book of Revelation 13:1-8. 

Antichrist

· Another leading character appears in Revelation 13:11-16. He is called the False Prophet, in contrast to the first beast who is a False Christ (Matthew 24:24). He takes a place of subordination to the first beast, and directs worship to him. In doing so, he is imitating the role of the Holy Spirit, who directs worship to Christ. Satan, the Political Beast and the False Prophet appear to form a Satanic counterfeit of the Trinity. 

Antichrist

· The False Prophet, in this view, does not appear in the book of Daniel. They opined that Satan is the Anti-God, the Political Beast is the Anti-Christ and the False Prophet is the Anti-Holy Spirit.

Antichrist

· The Religious Beast or called The Beast from the Earth, the False Prophet is the Antichrist (Interpretation Two)
· A second viewpoint (held by Darby, Dennett, Gaebelein, Ironside, Kelly, Scott, Tatham) sees Antichrist as a religious leader rather than as the political head. 

Antichrist

· The False Prophet is called Antichrist, and his particular concern is with the Jewish people. He acts as an imposter, impersonating Christ, presenting himself to the Jewish people as the Messiah. He carries out the dictator's purposes in the Holy Land. His likeness to the lamb (Revelation 13:11) is part of his impersonation. 

Antichrist

· He himself must be a Jew, or else his false claim would have no appeal to the Jewish people. 2 Thessalonians 2:2-10 is a reference to this False Prophet, rather than to the Beast from the Sea in the book of Revelation 13:1-8. They opined that the Political Beast is the Anti-God, the False Prophet is the Anti-Christ and Satan is the Anti-Holy Spirit. 

Antichrist

· Those holding this second viewpoint also recognize the coming of a great world dictator, but do not call him the Antichrist. Their interpretation of the book of Revelation is substantially the same as that given by those of the first viewpoint. The principal difference from the first view is in the assigning of passages in Daniel. The dictator is seen in Daniel 7 and 9, but a different king is usually seen in Daniel 8:23. 

Antichrist

· The Antichrist, in this view, appears in Daniel only once, and that, as the willful king of 11:36-40. There are, then, three main actors found in Daniel in place of the one seen in the first view. There is a vagueness in the presentations of this viewpoint as to which of the three actors introduces the "the abomination of desolation." 

Antichrist

· Summary and Conclusion
· From other passages of Scriptures, we get the following description of the Antichrist. He opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped, so that he as God sits in the temple of God shewing himself that he is God (2 Thessalonians 2:4). His coming is after the working of Satan in that he performs all kinds of miracles powers and signs and lying wonders (2 Thessalonians 2:9). 

Antichrist

· The Jews will receive him as their Messiah (John 5:43). "He shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvelous things against the God of gods" (Daniel 11:36). He will not regard the God of his fathers (Daniel 11:37). This is generally taken to mean that he is a Jew who has apostatized from the God of Israel. He will not regard the desire of women (Daniel 11:37), perhaps a reference to the Messiah. 

Antichrist

· Basically, the argument for the Political Beast being the Antichrist rests on the fact that he is worshipped as God. Those who hold that the Religious Beast is the Antichrist point out that no Jew would ever accept a Gentile as Messiah and that since the Religious Beast appears to be a Jew, he must therefore be the Messiah. 

Antichrist

· The foregoing pretty much represents the traditional understanding of the End Times and the Antichrist, except for the 7th and 8th Century views related to the Muslims, which we will study in the Modern Views Section of our study.

· However, as I have intimated in my side comments, there are many possible misinterpretations and understandings of these subjects, as well as new information that possibly shed greater light on the End Times and the Antichrist.

· We will explore them over the next few weeks. 

Antichrist Theories

· For nearly 2,000 years, there has been much discussion and speculation about the Antichrist. 

· Through the centuries, this entity (mentioned by John, Paul, Daniel, Ezekiel, and other biblical writers) has been identified as numerous individuals or as various governmental and/or religious systems. 

· Does God's word tell us enough about the Antichrist to accurately determine who or what it will be? 

· This study will examine the Bible to see if a specific identification is supported by the Scriptures. 

Antichrist Theories

· I JOHN 2:18 Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist [ho antichristos] is coming, even now many antichrists [antichristoi] have come, by which we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. (NKJV)

Antichrist Theories

· The first occurrence in the Bible of the term "Antichrist" is in I John 2:18, where the Greek word antichristos (a nominative masculine singular noun) is used. 

· The definite article ho before antichristos indicates grammatically that John is speaking about a specific, singular entity: The Antichrist. 

· John is talking about ONE particular individual who will be anti Christ. The Greek preposition anti literally means "instead of" (cf. Matt. 2:22; Luke 11:11; Jam. 4:15). This individual will be "instead of" Christ, not one who falsely proclaims to be the returned Christ.

Antichrist Theories

· I JOHN 2:20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. 21 I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is the Liar [ho pseustes] but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the Antichrist [ho antichristos], the one who denies the Father and the Son. (NASU) 

Antichrist Theories

· I JOHN 4:2 By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist [tou antichristou], which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world. (NKJV) 

Antichrist Theories

· Therefore, we have two identifying characteristics given by John for identifying the Antichrist and those lesser "antichrists" like him:

· (1) Denial of Yeshua as the Messiah, and

· (2) Denial that Yeshua came in the flesh.

· To be scripturally identified as "antichrist," a person or organization must meet BOTH criteria.

Antichrist Theories

· Additionally, John reemphasizes the fact that the saints he was writing to had previously heard that The Antichrist was coming. 

· His point again is that even though the Antichrist had not yet arrived, the blasphemy he would promote was already in the world. 

· John directly equates the false teaching that the divine Son of God had NOT come in the flesh with the future Antichrist. 

Antichrist Theories

· In his second epistle, John again compares those who were teaching that Yeshua had not come in the flesh with the future deceiver, the Antichrist:

· II JOHN 7 For many deceivers [planoi] have gone out into the world, those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is the Deceiver [ho planos] and the Antichrist [ho antichristos]. (NASU)

Antichrist Theories

· How could John state that those deceivers (plural) who had gone out into the world were THE DECEIVER and THE ANTICHRIST (both singular)? 

· Because the denial of the fleshly existence of Yeshua (which those led by the "antichrist" spirit in his day proclaimed) will be the primary identifying doctrine of the future Antichrist. 

· Again, John confirms the current deceivers as types of the coming Antichrist. 

Antichrist Theories

· Twice in his writings, John mentions that the believers he was addressing had heard that the Antichrist was coming (I John 2:18; 4:3). 

· John could have been referring to several passages of Scripture. However, the most likely prospect for this reference is Paul's exposition on the "Man of Sin" found in II Thessalonians 2.

Antichrist Theories

· II THESSALONIANS 2:1 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, 

· 2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come. 

· 3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away [he apostasia] comes first, and the Man of Sin [ho anthropos tes hamartias] is revealed, the Son of Perdition [ho huios tes apoleias], 

Antichrist Theories

· 4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the Temple of God [ton naon tou Theou], showing [apodeiknunta] himself that he is God. 

· 5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 

· 6 And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 

· 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way. 

Antichrist Theories

· 8 And then the Lawless One [ho anomos] will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 

· 9 The coming of the Lawless One is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 

· 10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 

Antichrist Theories

· 11 And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 

· 12 that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. (NKJV)

Antichrist Theories

· Regarding the Antichrist as described by Paul in this passage of Scripture, The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia states: "2 Thessalonians, written early, affords evidence of a considerably developed doctrine being commonly accepted among believers" (p. 139, vol. 1, "Antichrist"). 

Antichrist Theories

· Here Paul addresses the return of Yeshua from heaven to gather the saints to him (v. 1). To dispel concerns the Thessalonians had about missing this event, Paul clearly outlines what must happen before the Messiah will return. 

· In verse 3, he indicates that two primary things will take place immediately before "the day of Christ":

· (1) The Apostasy, and

· (2) The revealing of the "Man of Sin." 

Antichrist Theories

· According to Friberg's Analytical Lexicon to the Greek New Testament (ALGNT), the word apostasia literally means "a condition resulting from changing loyalties revolt, desertion" (cf. Acts 21:21). Paul said that there would be a widespread desertion of the faith by those who claimed to be believers just before the return of Christ.

Antichrist Theories

· He follows up by stating that this falling away will immediately precede or be accompanied by the revealing of "the Man of Sin," also called "the Son of Perdition" (v. 3) and "the Lawless One" (v 8). 

· The Man of Sin is portrayed by Paul in this passage as a personal entity, not a government or organization. 

· This one is widely equated with the Antichrist spoken of by John, as well as "the Beast" mentioned in the book of Revelation (Rev. 11:7; 13:1-6; 19:19-20). 

Antichrist Theories

· Paul tells us that the Man of Sin will "oppose and exalt himself above ALL that is called God or that is worshiped" (v. 4). 

· This would include not only the one true God, but all other "gods and lords" (cf. 1 Cor. 8:5) as well. 

· These "gods and lords" are the gods (Heb. 'elohim) of the nations (Deu. 6:14; 31:16; Jdg. 2:11-13; II Kings 18:33-35; Zep. 2:11), the ruling Satanic angels.

Antichrist Theories

· Paul then tells us that the Man of Sin will "sit as God in the Temple of God, showing himself that he is God." The Greek verb apodeiknunta ("showing") literally means "to demonstrate, prove or proclaim" something. 

Antichrist Theories

· EXODUS 25:8 "And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. 9 According to all that I show you, that is, the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall make it." (NKJV)

· HEBREWS 8:1 Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man. 3 For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this One also have something to offer. 

Antichrist Theories

· 4 For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the law; 5 who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, "See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain." (NKJV)

· HEBREWS 9:11 But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. (NKJV) 

Antichrist Theories

· There are many theories about the identity of the Antichrist, with five having the most credibility and following.

· 1. Antichrist comes from the European Union.

· 2. Antichrist is a Jew.

· 3. Antichrist comes from the United States.

· 4. Antichrist comes from a secret organization.

· 5. Antichrist comes from Islam.

Antichrist Theories

· 1. Antichrist comes from the European Union.

· This is the more modern version of the Roman empire/papal conspiracy theory that has been around in one form or another since the founding of the Catholic Church.

· It was promulgated, of course, by those who lived in the Western Roman Empire and viewed the Pope as the antichrist or at least a false prophet.

· Prime suspects are Prince Charles and the head of the European Union.

Antichrist Theories

· 2. Antichrist is a Jew.

· This theory arose from a single passage of Scripture which states that the Antichrist would leave the faith of his fathers.

· It is supported by the conjecture that the Jews would not accept as messiah anyone from any other religion such as Islam or Christianity.

Antichrist Theories

· 3. Antichrist comes from the United States.

· This is a relatively recent theory that evolved from the basic fact that the United States was the major power in the world at present, therefore it must be the major power of the last days.

· Support for it has been bolstered recently by the election of Barack Obama, a Muslim turned Christian with worldwide adoration and vision.

Antichrist Theories

· 4. Antichrist comes from a secret/nongovernmental organization.

· Various entities have been implicated in these theories, such as the United Nations, the illuminati, the Council on foreign relations and on international financial groups such as the international monetary fund or of the G-7.

Antichrist Theories

· 5. Antichrist comes from Islam.

· This theory, recently revived due to the activity of the jihadists, was first offered during the rise of Islam and its domination of the Middle East, North Africa, and southern Europe.

· Islamic speculation waned as Islam became less and less of a threat over the ensuing centuries, until its revival in the Arab oil states during the last 50 years.

Antichrist Theories

· Because of recent speculation regarding Barack Obama as Antichrist,  as we introduced in our first study, we will first explore the possibility that Antichrist comes from the United States.

Antichrist Theories

· “Since the election I've been asked a number of times to comment on the likelihood that Mr. Obama could be the anti-Christ.   

· Let me begin by saying that having been elected President he's Mr. Obama now, not just Obama.  

· As for him being the anti-Christ I've discouraged that thought because I don't believe it's time for the anti-Christ to be revealed yet. 

· But apart from that there's no Biblical reason I can find that would absolutely disqualify him.  

Antichrist Theories

· And based on the things we know about the anti-Christ there's a fit in several important places.  

· The anti-Christ will have to burst on the scene quickly and powerfully to accomplish so much in the little time he has, so maybe he'll need a head start.  

· If that's the case, maybe Mr. Obama is on his way to becoming the anti-Christ. 

Antichrist Theories

· Let's find out. 

· We know that the anti-Christ will be a descendant of the people who made up the Roman Empire in Biblical times (Daniel 9:26), and he'll arrive on the world scene as a peace maker (Daniel 8:25). 

· He won't be part of the world's powerful elite at the beginning of his career (Daniel 7:8) but will rise up among them to eventually surpass them and become the leader of the entire world. (Rev. 13:7-8) 

Antichrist Theories

· He will cause deceit to prosper, and he will consider himself superior. When they feel secure, he will destroy many and take his stand against the Prince of princes. Yet he will be destroyed, but not by human power. (Daniel 8:25)

Antichrist Theories

· This means that he'll base his success on a lie, misrepresenting himself and his intentions, but people will want to believe him so badly that they'll disregard his inconsistencies until it's too late to stop him.  

· Initially he'll seem successful, but just when they're saying “Peace and safety”, destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains to a pregnant woman, and they won't escape (1 Thes. 5:3).  

Antichrist Theories

·  Deja Vu All Over Again?
· Some of us remember when Jimmy Carter was elected President of the US.  The country was fed up with Washington and even though he had no national leadership experience, we elected him because he was an outsider who promised change. He said he would never lie to us, but after the election it turned out that he had. He had misrepresented his background and didn't have the ability he needed when it came to governing. 

Antichrist Theories

· He said he was Christian and even orchestrated a land for peace deal between Israel and Egypt, but he proved to be anti-Israel. 

· Soon we had a crisis in finance with interest rates at 20%, an energy crisis with our first gas shortages, and an administration that didn't know how to work with Congress to fix things.  

· The Iranians captured our embassy and held our citizens hostage.  

· Thankfully he lasted only one term.  

Antichrist Theories

· Mr. Obama could easily turn out to be just another Jimmy Carter, and if so America will suffer through the next four years and then he'll be gone.  

· But if he  continues to be successful in convincing people all around the world that he's on the right track even though everything seems to be falling apart, it could be a different story.   

Antichrist Theories

· If my calculations are correct, American Christians have just voted in our last presidential elections and won't be here to see if Mr. Obama turns out to be the anti-Christ or not. 

· But someone with a lot more experience in accurately predicting the future has some interesting insight into the next few years.  

· His name is Gerald Celente, CEO of Trends Research Institute, and he's renowned the world over for his accuracy in predicting future world and economic events. 

Antichrist Theories

· He accurately predicted the 1987 Stock market crash, the Fall of the Soviet Union, the 1997 Asian currency collapse, the sub-prime mortgage crisis, and one year before the fact predicted what he said would become known as the Panic of 2008, saying that giants would tumble to their deaths, which is what we've just seen in the fall of several of our oldest and biggest financial firms, and with the big three auto makers teetering on the brink. (You can check his track record for yourself at www.trendsresearch.com ) 

Antichrist Theories

· Celente is now forecasting revolution in America, food riots and tax rebellions - all within four years,  cautioning that putting food on the table will be a more pressing concern than buying Christmas gifts by 2012.

· According to his recent Fox News interview, called “Predicting Obama's Impact” (posted on YouTube on Nov. 10, 2008), by 2012 America will have become an undeveloped nation.  

· There will be a revolution marked by food riots, squatter rebellions, tax revolts and job marches, and holidays will be more about obtaining food than gifts. 

Antichrist Theories

· “We’re going to see the end of the retail Christmas….we’re going to see a fundamental shift take place….putting food on the table is going to be more important that putting gifts under the Christmas tree,” said Celente, adding that the situation would be “worse than the great depression”.

· “America’s going to go through a transition the likes of which no one is prepared for,” he said, noting that people’s refusal to acknowledge that America was even in a recession highlights how big a problem denial is in being ready for the true scale of the crisis.

Antichrist Theories

· All this comes from a man with an international reputation for being right and whose continued success depends on it. 

· If he's right now like he has been so often in the past, then the next four years will be worse than the Carter Administration ever was, rather than the launching platform for a coming world leader.

· (By the way, please take note that this is another independent expert pointing to the year 2012 as one of cataclysmic significance in bringing about the End of the Age.)

Antichrist Theories

· There's a wild card that I hesitate to throw in here because I don't even want to think about it.  But if it's true it could easily cause the problems that Mr. Celente is predicting.  For some time now certain people, Republican and Democrat alike, have been saying that Mr. Obama isn't legally qualified to be President because he's not a natural born citizen of the US.  I won't go into the details but the point is that he could make this all go away by producing a legitimate birth certificate, something he's been unwilling to do.  

Antichrist Theories

· A federal court has given him until Dec. 1, 2008 to do so, and if he does then the Electoral College vote will be certified and he'll be the next President.  

· But lawsuits in a dozen or so states have been or are being filed to prevent the certification until Mr. Obama proves he's qualified.  

· If the courts throw out the election who knows what could happen.  

Antichrist Theories

· Alan Keyes Files Lawsuit Over Obama Eligibility

· November 16th, 2008

· On November 13, Alan Keyes and his vice-presidential running mate in California, Reverend Wiley Drake, and other members of the American Independent Party, filed a new lawsuit over Barack Obama’s eligibility to be president. Keyes v Bowen, Superior Court, Sacramento, 34-2008-80000096-cu-wm-gds.

· Unlike other lawsuits about the eligibility of either John McCain or Obama to serve as president, this case has a presidential candidate plaintiff. 

Antichrist Theories

· All the other cases have been dismissed because the plaintiffs were said to lack standing. 

· This is the first case with a presidential candidate-plaintiff.

· In Fulani v Hogsett, in 1990, the 7th circuit ruled that presidential candidates do have standing to challenge the ballot placement of other presidential candidates. 

· However, that case involved the issue of which presidential candidates’ names should be printed on a ballot. 

Antichrist Theories

· That is different than the new Keyes case, because the November election is over, and no one argues that the individual presidential elector candidates themselves are not eligible. 

· The lawsuit asks that the California Secretary of State not certify the election returns for president until the plaintiffs receive the evidence they seek about the factual dispute.

· Electors chosen on November 4 will convene in state capitols on December 15 to choose the president and vice-president.

