The Passover Seder
April 12, 2009

“Do This in Remembrance of Me”

Introduction

· 1 Corinthians 5: 7  Clean out the old leaven, that you may be a new batch, just as you are in fact unleavened.  For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.  8.  Let us therefore celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
Introduction

· The Seder is the traditional Passover Week Dinner celebrated by the Jews since the Exodus. It is the Hebrew Thanksgiving, giving thanks to God for deliverance and redemption. 

· The Passover Seder commemorates the protection of God as the Angel of Death “passed over” every family protected by the Blood of the Paschal Lamb. 

Introduction

· Seder is also Bible Study. 

· The word Seder means “order of service”.

· It is in this family setting that Jewish children were first introduced to the Book of Exodus as the adults gained further insight. 

· Seder is also that famous Dinner called The Last Supper, celebrated by Jesus with His disciples. 

Introduction

· It is certain, based on the Gospels, that Jesus celebrated every Seder of His life in Jerusalem after returning from Egypt. 

· The Last Passover Seder is where Jesus announced His fulfillment of the entire Passover Festival. 

· And it was at this Passover Seder that Jesus commanded us to do this in remembrance of Him. 
Chronology of Crucifixion Week 

· The appropriate point to begin our detailed consideration of the crucifixion week is with an incident that occurred at Jericho. 

· The healing of blind Bartimaeus stands at the beginning of the end of our Lord's life on this earth. 

· He had just left Jerusalem, having spent the previous 6 months proving that He was the Messiah, but the Jews rejected Him.
Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· The Jericho Road 
· "And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disciples and a great number of people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the highway side begging. And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me. And many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou son of David, have mercy on me." Mark 10:46-48. 

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· There is a significant point in Mark's record that we should not overlook. Bartimaeus called the Lord Jesus Christ the "Son of David." 

· This is the only place in Mark's Gospel that this title appears. 

· Elsewhere the Lord is referred to as the "Son of man." 

· But Bartimaeus called Him the "Son of David," and he was healed of his blindness. 

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· The spiritual blindness of the nation Israel, God's chosen people, is pictured by Bartimaeus' physical blindness. 

· The Son of David, the Anointed One of God, had come to give sight to that spiritually blind nation. 

· And in Jericho the Son of David once more showed His gracious power as Bartimaeus, who is a type of the remnant that will someday recognize Jesus of Nazareth as David's greater Son, had his vision restored.

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· FRIDAY 

· Nisan 9th 

· John 12:1--"Then Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany...” 

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· SATURDAY 
Nisan 10th - "Palm Saturday" 

· John 12:12,13--"On the next day much people that were come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet him, and cried, Hosanna...” 

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· SATURDAY (Continued)
Nisan 10th - "Palm Saturday" 

· Mark 11:11--"And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: and when he had looked round about upon all things, and now the eventide was come, he went out unto Bethany with the twelve." 

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· SUNDAY 
Nisan 11th 
· Mark 11:12,13--"And on the morrow, when they were come from Bethany, he was hungry: And seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came..." 

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· SUNDAY  (Continued)

· Nisan 11th  - Cleansing of the Temple

· Mark 11:15--"And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold and bought in the temple..." 

· Mark 11:19--"And when even was come, he went out of the city." 

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· MONDAY 
Nisan 12th 

· Mark 11:20--"And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots." 

· Mark 11:27--"And they come again to Jerusalem..." 

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· MONDAY 

· Nisan 12th --Late in Day-- 

· Matt. 24:1--"And Jesus went out..." 

· Matt. 24:3--"...He sat upon the mount of Olives..." 

· Matt. 26:6,7--"Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, There came unto him a woman having an alabaster box of very precious ointment..." 

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· MONDAY 

· Nisan 12th --Late in Day-- 

· Matt. 26:2--"Ye know that after two days is the feast of the passover..." 

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· TUESDAY 

· Nisan 13th --Afternoon-- 

· Matt. 26:17--"Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the passover? 

· Matt. 26:19--"And the disciples did as Jesus had appointed them; and they made ready the passover." 

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· WEDNESDAY "Good Wednesday" 

· Nisan 14th --Tuesday - Just After Sunset-- 

· Matt. 26:20--"Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve." 

· --Then came Gethsemane and the arrest, the religious trial before day, the trial before Pilate in the morning, the crucifixion by noon-- 

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· WEDNESDAY "Good Wednesday" 

· Nisan 14th

· Mark 15:42,43--"And now when the even was come, because it was the preparation, that is, the day before the sabbath [of Unleavened Bread]..." 

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· WEDNESDAY "Good Wednesday" 

· Nisan 14th

· --Joseph of Arimathea went unto Pilate and requested the body of Jesus which he buried in his own tomb. 

· Mark 15:47--"And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses beheld where he was laid." 

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· THURSDAY  (Passover of the Jews)
Wednesday Evening Nisan 15th 

· Matt. 27:62--"Now the next day that followed the day of the preparation the chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate." And secured a watch for the tomb. 

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· John 19:31--"...For that sabbath day was an high day [Passover]..." 

· Lev. 23:6--"And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread unto the LORD..." 

· Lev. 23:7--"...Ye shall do no servile work therein." 

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· FRIDAY 
Nisan 16th – Feast of Unleavened Bread

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· SATURDAY 

· Nisan 17th 

· Luke 23:56--"And rested the sabbath day according to the commandment.” 

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· SUNDAY (Our Saturday Evening)

· Nisan 18th (At the Rising of 3 stars)

· Matt. 28:2--"And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it." 

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· SUNDAY 

· Nisan 18th (When the stores re-opened)

· Mark 16:1--"And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him." 

· Luke 23:56--"And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments..." 

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· SUNDAY 

· Nisan 18th 

· Luke 24:1--"Now upon the first day of the week, very early on the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them." 

· Luke 24:2--"And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre.” 

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· SUNDAY 

· Nisan 18th - Discovery of the Resurrection 

· Luke 24:3--"And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus." 

· Lev. 23:10,11--"...Then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest...On the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall wave it.” 

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· JESUS IS THE FIRST FRUITS 

· 1. Jesus is the firstborn of Mary (Matthew 1:23-25)

· 2. Jesus is the first-begotten of God the Father (Hebrews 1:6)

· 3. Jesus is the firstborn of every creature (Colossians 1:15)

· 4. Jesus is the first-begotten from the dead (Revelation 1:5)

Chronology of Crucifixion Week 
· 5. Jesus is the firstborn of many brethren (Romans 8:29)

· 6. Jesus is the first fruits of the resurrected ones (1 Corinthians 15:20,23)

· 7. Jesus is the beginning of the creation of God (Revelation 3:14)

· 8. Jesus is the preeminent One (Colossians 1:18)
Introduction to Seder

· The Seder dinner, as we saw in our opening scripture, is as Christian as it is Jewish. 

· It is the focal point where we bring together our common heritage. 

· We, as Christians, are heirs of Abraham through Faith and children of God through Christ. 

· Seder is Christian and we can be confident that it will be a worthwhile experience because Jesus commanded us to do it. 
Introduction

· It is through understanding and partaking in the Seder that we will understand, more completely, the perfection of God’s plan, the perfect fulfillment of prophecy and what the Lord Jesus Christ has accomplished for us.
The Preparation

· 4 days before Passover, the preparation begins with the choosing of the Passover Lamb.  

· The Lamb was then brought into the home to be cared for until the day of Passover.  

· It was on this day that the High Priest would go to the city of Bethlehem to choose the “Lamb of God” for the entire nation of Israel. 

The Preparation

· The day before Passover is spent cleansing the home of all leaven.  

· Leaven represents sin. 

· The father of the home inspects the home and ceremonially burns the representative leaven left behind with this prayer, “Any leaven that may still be in the house, which I have or have not seen, which I have or have not removed, shall be as if it does not exist, and as the dust of the earth. 

The Preparation

· This brings back around to our introductory verse in 1 Corinthians and the command to, “Clean out the old leaven…” 

· And reminds us of 1 John 1:9: If we confess our (known) sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us of those sins, and also, all unrighteousness – unknown sins.

Introduction

· Leaven or ‘Hametz’ had to be gathered from the household so that the commandment of no leaven to be found in the house could be fulfilled (Ex 12:15). 

· In the Mishnah, Pesahim 1:la reads that on the night of the fourteenth [of Nisan] the hametz must be searched for by the light of a lamp...’ 

· A feather and wooden spoon were used to sweep them up and they were put into a linen cloth and burned.

Introduction to The Last Supper

· The collected leaven is burnt in the morning so that every house is cleansed throughout the land of Israel (Pesahim 1:4 tells us that it was to be burnt at the sixth hour).

· Matthew 27:45 From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land.

· 1 Peter 2:24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree. 

Introduction to The Last Supper

· The meal has come to be called the ‘seder’ which means, very simply, ‘order’ and represents the celebrations which took place on the evening of the 15th of Nisan after three stars were visible in the night sky. 

15 Steps of a Traditional Passover Seder Service

· 1. Kiddush and the first cup (first of 4 cups of wine)--prayer of sanctification and a blessing is recited with the first cup of wine, to set apart the day to God.

· 2. U-r'chatz (the washing of hands)--no blessing is recited. One family member takes a pitcher of water, bowl, and towel to each person at the table to wash their hands.

15 Steps of a Traditional Passover Seder Service

· 3. Karpas (means parsley, celery, green herbs)--dip the green vegetable in a bowl of salt water and eat. The green vegetable reminds people Passover is in the spring, and the salt water symbolizes the tears and pain of slavery.

· 4. Yachatz (breaking of matzot)--middle of 3 pieces of matzah (unleavened bread) is broken in two with the larger portion wrapped in a napkin and set aside as afikomen, the other piece is left with the other two unbroken matzot.

15 Steps of a Traditional Passover Seder Service

· 5. Maggid (telling of the story of the Exodus)--4 questions, concludes with 2nd cup of wine, the wine of wrath. The story of the Exodus is told and a tiny bit of wine is poured out for each plague. First half of the Hallel (Psalm 113) is recited responsively. Then the 2nd cup of wine is consumed.

· 6. Rachtzak (washing of hands with a blessing)--ceremonial cleansing.

15 Steps of a Traditional Passover Seder Service

· 7. Motzi (the blessing over the unleavened bread)--the upper matzah and remainder of the broken middle are broken into pieces and distributed.

· 8. Matzah (unleavened bread is blessed and eaten)--the upper matzah and remainder of the middle matazah are broken and eaten.

· 9. Maror (bitter herbs are blessed and eaten)--usually symbolized by romaine lettuce and horseradish.

15 Steps of a Traditional Passover Seder Service

· 10. Korech (matzah and bitter herbs eaten together)--dip the matzah in horseradish and charoset (apple & nut mixture) and eat it. In many seders, steps #8-10 are combined.

· 11. Shulchan Orech (the meal is eaten)--roasted lamb served with bitter herbs and matzah (in Jesus' day), today it can vary a lot and usually has much more variety as a sumptuous meal.

15 Steps of a Traditional Passover Seder Service

· 12. Tzafun (afikomen found, ransomed, and eaten)--children search for and find the afikomen and the finder gets a reward. Everyone gets a small piece of the afikomen to eat.

· 13. Barech (grace after the meal)--3rd cup of wine is the cup of redemption, and it is sipped. After the third cup, a child goes to the door looking for Elijah, to see if he is there to announce the coming of Messiah. 

15 Steps of a Traditional Passover Seder Service

· 14. Hallel (Psalms, Tehillim 115-118)--the latter half of the Hallel.

· 15. Nirtzak Fourth cup of wine is the cup of acceptance or completion. (all is finished)--seder complete.

Introduction:  The Elements

· The Seder Plate: The k’arah, a ceremonial Seder plate, sometimes very ornate, that contains places for the five symbolic elements of the Passover Seder: 

· karpas (parsley),

· shank bone of the lamb, 

· bitter herbs, 

· egg, and 

· charoset. 

Introduction:  The Elements

· Green Vegetable represents the hyssop branches used to apply the blood of the lamb to the doorpost. It is also considered a bitter herb. (Exodus 12:22a) [The Rabbis say that sin like the bitter herb tastes sweet at first, then bitter (Hebrews 12:15 James 3:14)]

Introduction:  The Elements

· The Shank bone of the Lamb, found on every Ceremonial Seder Plate, is a reminder of the Temple Sacrifice and the first Passover Lamb.

· There is no Lamb at the Passover, anymore, since the rejection of the True Passover Lamb and the destruction of the Temple of Jerusalem in 70AD, just as Jesus predicted.

· "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." (John 1:29)
Introduction:  The Elements

· Bitter Herbs recall the bitterness of slavery. Traditionally made of Horseradish, grated by hand by the man of the house till he sheds a tear. This makes up for the ones shed by the wife during the year.

· The Roasted Egg:  The beytsah symbolizes the newness of life, and the resurrection of the body to eternal life with our Messiah Yeshua.

Introduction:  The Elements
· The Charoset (Haroseth): The Clay of apples, nuts, cinnamon, and wine, represents the bricks and mortar the Israelites were forced to make under Pharaoh's taskmasters. 

· [In ancient times, if no apples were available figs and dates were used] (Exodus 1:14)
The Passover Seder begins

· Luke 22:14-16 (WUESTNT)
14 And when the hour came, He reclined [at table] and the apostles with Him. And He said to them, With an intense desire I desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer, for I say to you, I will positively not any longer eat the same until the time when it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.

The Passover Seder begins

· The kindling of the candles

· [According to tradition, Israel was redeemed from Egypt because the women of that generation were considered to be more righteous than the men. So, to begin the Seder, the woman of the household has the honor of lighting the festival lights.]

The Passover Seder begins

· The kindling of the candles

· But we now know the reason:

· For Believers:  Just as a woman (Miriam) brought the Light (Yeshua) into the world, the woman of the house lights the Passover candles, to begin the celebration.”

· “Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who has sent Your Uniquely Born Son, Jesus the Messiah, to be the light of the world and our Passover Lamb, that through him we might live. Amen.”

Kiddush (1st Cup)  
The Cup of Sanctification

· The 4 Cups come from the Passover passage in Exodus 6:6-7 

·     Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgment I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I am the Lord your God, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.
Kiddush (1st Cup)  
The Cup of Sanctification

· 1.  Sanctification:  I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and 

· 2.  Salvation/Deliverance:
I will rid you out of their bondage

· 3.  Redemption:  I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments 
· 4.  Acceptance/Completion
I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God

Kiddush (1st Cup)  
The Cup of Sanctification

· The Believer’s Blessing:  
Blessed are you Father, who has Sanctified us (set us apart) in the Lamb of God, Your Son.
 Rehaz (The First Washing)
· "Who may stand in His holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart" (Psalm 24:3-4).
· This First Washing refers to the Washing of Renewal by the Holy Spirit at Salvation.  Only those who are washed by the Blood of the Lamb are truly Children of the Father, and truly able to understand and appreciate the significance of the Passover.  The issue is “Faith Alone in Christ Alone”.  “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved”.

Karpas (Green Herbs)
· Today, Karpas is the act of dipping a green vegetable into some salt water and then eating it, but, in the Mishnah, the ceremony doesn’t appear in this form. 

· The Mishnah says only saying that food was eaten before the lamb was, and that, when it was, it should always be eaten with lettuce.

Karpas (Green Herbs)
· Mt 26:20-25 tells us that Jesus said at this point, ‘He who has dipped his hand in the dish with Me, will betray Me’. Jesus’ words refer us back to Ps 41:9 where David wrote that ‘Even my closest friend in whom I trusted, who ate of my bread, has lifted his heel against me’ to show the fulfilment of the OT Scripture and, interpreting it, means simply ‘one who has shared fellowship with Me will betray Me’

The Afikomen

· The MATZAH, The Unleavened bread. The Israelites fleeing Egypt had no time for it to rise. 

· It is the bread of affliction or the humble bread. 

· The bread without leaven, made of fine wheat flour, water and oil. (Exodus 29:7 & Deuteronomy 16:3)

The Afikomen

· Motzee (or Ha-Motzi) means "to bring forth" or "bringing forth" in Hebrew: The breaking of the matzah

· In this step we say a blessing over the bread called Ha-Motzi as follows in transliterated Hebrew: Baruch atah adonai eloheinu melech ha'olam, hamotzi lechem min ha'aretz. 

· In this blessing and step we are thanking G-d for bringing forth bread from the earth.
The Afikomen

· The Jews say: “This is the bread of affliction which our forefathers ate in the land of Egypt. All who are hungry--let them come and eat. All who are needy--let them come and celebrate the Passover with us. Now we are here; next year may we be in the Land of Israel. Now we are slaves; next year may we be free men.”  Note that in the recital, Israel is still looking for the messiah to free them. Only some were salves in Egypt, but all are enslaved and in bondage to sin, in need of the deliverance only Jesus can give.  The Breaking of the Afikomen.
Matzah and Maror

· We now take a piece of the matzah and dip it in Maror (or Marror), which are bitter herbs such as horseradish or endives to remind us of the bitterness of slavery and to honor the Jewish ancestors who suffered under such oppression. 

The Second Cup Salvation/Deliverance
· I will rid you out of their bondage
· This Cup is known as the ‘cup of bondage, or cup of the plagues’, also known as the ‘cup of instruction’, because here the son asks his father...’ "Mah Nishtanah" or "The Four Questions” 
The Second Cup Salvation/Deliverance
· Why is this night different from other nights? 

· For on other nights we eat seasoned food once, but this night twice [which would be karpas and maror/korekh]? 

· On other nights we eat leavened or unleavened bread, but this night all is unleavened? 

· On other nights we eat flesh roast, stewed or cooked, but this night all is roast’?

· On other nights we eat sitting or reclining, but on this night we recline?

Maggid
· Maggid:  To these four questions, a very lengthy teaching is provided by the father who goes through the story of the Exodus in intricate detail, especially the Plagues. 

· The meal commemorates the deliverance and Exodus of the children of Israel from the dominion of Pharoah as slaves in Egypt, around 1450 BC. 

Maggid
· The first Passover is described in Exodus chapter 12: one lamb was slain for every household and the blood painted onto the lintels and doorposts. This was done in order that the angel of Death would not slay the first-born son of the Jewish households, but only those of Pharoah's people, representing unbeliever’s, whom God had warned He would judge. "When I see the blood, I will pass over you" the Lord told the children of Israel (Exodus 12:13). 

Maggid
· They were to eat the lamb, with unleavened bread and bitter herbs, in haste prior to their departure from Egypt. The eating of unleavened bread was to continue for seven days, as their sustenance to exit Egypt and escape Pharoah's slavery. God ordained that the children of Israel would commemorate the Passover every year to remember their deliverance, almost 3,450 years ago. 

The Second Cup

· At the end of the teaching of the story of the Exodus, the second cup of wine was dripped out to commemorate the 10 Plagues.   It is dripped out, because the Jews do not wish to celebrate the suffering of their enemies.

· The Jewish Ten Drops/Plagues:
Blood, Boils, Frogs, Hail, Vermin, Locusts, Mixture, Darkness, Pestilence, Slaying of the First-born

The Second Cup

· “Father, if you are willing, please take this cup away from me. Yet I want your will, not mine.”
Then an angel from heaven appeared and strengthened him.
He prayed more fervently, and he was in such agony of spirit that his sweat fell to the ground like great clots of blood.”

The Second Cup

· Blessing:

· “Blessed are you Father, who has Delivered us from the bondage of sin through the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ who bore all of our sins while hanging on the cross.  He who knew no sin became sin for us, so we might become the righteousness of God in Him”
The Second Washing

· The Second Washing refers to the daily cleansing of sin that we perform by Confessing our sins as commanded in 1 John 1:9, the key to our deliverance from the bondage to sin.

· “Then he poured water into the wash-basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to dry them with the towel which was tied around his waist.”
· Peter protested, and Jesus said to him, “He who is bathed has no need of washing anything except his feet, but is clean altogether. 
Maror (The horseradish)

· The bitter herbs bring tears to the eyes as a reminder that the Israelites’ bondage to the Egyptians was bitter. 
Koreich
· ”Sandwich" or "wrap" in Hebrew: First created and performed by Rabbi Hillel I around the beginning of the Common Era, Koreich is a sandwich of maror surrounded by two pieces of matzah, which symbolizes the integration of elements of the Passover Seder, the matzah, the Haroseth and maror. 

· The bitter herbs bring tears to the eyes as a reminder that the Israelites’ bondage to the Egyptians was bitter. 

Koreich
· The haroseth is a reminder of the clay bricks which the Egyptians forced their slaves to make because of its appearance - though whether this last point was in their minds in the first century isn’t certain even though it remains more than likely.
Koreich

· John 13:21 (JNT)
21 After saying this, Yeshua, in deep anguish of spirit, declared, “Yes, indeed! I tell you that one of you will betray me.’

· So he dipped the piece of matzoh and gave it to Y’hudah Ben-Shim‛on from K’riot. As soon as Y’hudah took the piece of matzoh, the Adversary went into him.

Koreich

· “What you are doing, get it over with!” Yeshua said to him. But no one at the table understood why he had said this to him.
Some thought that since Y’hudah was in charge of the common purse, Yeshua was telling him, “Buy what we need for the festival,” or telling him to give something to the poor.  As soon as he had taken the piece of matzah, Y’hudah went out, and it was night. Notice that Jesus was ‘troubled in spirit’ (John 13:21) - the bitterness of the herbs reflected the sorrow of knowing that Judas had not believed in Him, and He would be betrayed.

Koreich

· The bitter herbs remind us as Believer’s that there are those who have failed to trust Jesus as their Messiah, their Savior.  

· The Haroseth reminds us of the Sweet Joy our Salvation brings to us.  

· Eating them together in a sandwich with Unleavened Bread teaches us that the deliverance from the Bitterness of Unbelief to the great Joy of Salvation is found in Jesus and Him alone.

Shulhan Orekh (Dinner)

· Although it’s not clear when the lamb and dinner was eaten according to the Mishnah, it’s at this point that it seems the most fitting because it’s in line with today’s celebration when the Seder plates are removed and a shankbone and an egg are brought in. 

· These today serve as reminders of the lamb that used to be eaten by the orthodox but which can be no longer be done until the Temple is again functioning.

Tzafun:  Eating of The Afikomen

· Next, following the prayer of Thanksgiving for our Meal, the other half of the Matzah, the Afikomen, the part hidden away in a linen “burial” cloth is searched for, brought forth, and eaten.  

· The Children search for the Afikomen.

Tzafun:  Eating of The Afikomen
· This is the Unleavened Bread, broken for us, to represent His Sinless body, commemorating the fact that He had no Sin nature and no personal sin in His body.

· And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son. (Zechariah 12:10)
Tzafun:  Eating of The Afikomen
· The matsah reminds us that He was born in Beit Lechem (or Bethlehem), which means "house of bread" Micah 5:2 and Mt 2:1) and that He proclaimed, 

· "I am the Bread of Life....
I am the Living Bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this Bread, he shall live forever.  And the Bread that I will give is My Flesh,
Which I will give for the life of the world." (John 6:35 and 51)

Tzafun:  Eating of The Afikomen
· Jesus, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread: and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. (1 Corinthians 11:23-24).

· I Corinthians 11:27 "Therefore, whoever eats the matsah or drinks the Lord's cup in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the Body and Blood of the Lord."
Barekh: The 3rd Cup Redemption
· “I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments”

· [31] "The time is coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. [32] It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them, " declares the LORD. [33] "This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time," declares the LORD. Jeremiah 31:31-33
Barekh: The 3rd Cup Redemption
· Jesus  took this cup (Mt. 26:27-29, Mark 14:23-25, Luke 22:20-23) and, after having said grace over it, revealed its significance as the redemptive act that He was about to perform for all mankind on the cross. 

· The wine represented the blood that was to be poured out for all men to redeem them from their slavery. 

· "Drink from it, all of you.  For this is My Blood of the renewed covenant, which is shed for many
For the forgiveness of sins." (Matthew 26:27-28

Barekh: The 3rd Cup Redemption
· "The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?" (1 Corinthians 10:16)

· When you come together, is it not the Lord's Supper you eat...

· "For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes") (1 Corinthians 11:20 & 26)

Barekh: The 3rd Cup Redemption
· I Corinthians 11:27 "Therefore, whoever eats the matsah or drinks the Lord's cup in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the Body and Blood of the Lord."

· The Jewish Blessing:
“Blessed are you O Lord our God, Creator of the fruit of the vine.”

· The Believer’s Blessing: Blessed are you Father, who has redeemed us by the sacrifice of your Uniquely Born Son, that whosoever trusts in Him shall have everlasting life.

Nirtzah: The Fourth cup:   Acceptance/Completion
· Elijah’s Cup

· Everyone at the Passover Seder table now stands as the door is opened for Elijah The Prophet to visit the household holding the Passover Seder.  

· The Jews believe that Elijah will visit a Passover Seder to announce the coming of the Messiah.

· "See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes." (Malachi 4:5)

Nirtzah: The Fourth cup:   Acceptance/Completion
· Before the birth of John the Baptizer, an angel of the Lord said, "And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous--to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." (Luke 1:17)

Nirtzah: The Fourth cup:   Acceptance/Completion
· While the Jews await Elijah to announce the coming Messiah, we celebrate the fact that Elijah has come in the form of John.

· The children go to the door to open it to see if Elijah is on his way.

· If he is not there, they toast, saying, “Next Year in Jerusalem!”

Nirtzah: The Fourth cup:   Acceptance/Completion
· O Father in heaven above, restore the congregation of Israel in Your love, and bring them and all peoples to the knowledge and love of the everlasting Redeemer, Yeshua, the Anointed one, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. For before Him every knee will bow and every tongue confess, Jesus Christ is Lord. And we will be with Him in the New Jerusalem. He will be our God and we will be His people forever more. (Revelation 21:1-4)

Nirtzah: The Fourth cup:   Acceptance/Completion
· “Jesus, seeing that everything had been completed so that the Scripture record might also be complete, then said, “I’m thirsty.”
A jug of sour wine was standing by. Someone put a hyssop sponge soaked with the wine on a javelin and lifted it to his mouth.
After he took the wine, Jesus said, “It’s done … complete.” Bowing his head, he offered up his spirit.”

The 4th Cup

· The 4th Cup that Jesus drank to signify the Completion of the Real Passover.

· The Cup that concluded the process of Deliverance, and made us “His people”.

Nirtzah: The Fourth cup:   Making Us His People
· Blessed are you Father, who has accepted us in your Son and Blessed is Our Savior, Jesus Christ who provided the Fulfillment of the Passover, Who said, "It is Completed", making us your People. For before Him every knee will bow and every tongue confess, Jesus Christ is Lord. And we will be with Him in the New Jerusalem. He will be our God and we will be His people forever more. 

