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I Review of Chafer and the Flesh:

I It has been generally recognized that the Christian is
In unceasing conflict with three major foes, namely, the
world, the flesh, and the deuvil.

| The combats with the world and the devil are waged
from without, but the strife opposing the flesh operates
from within.

Conscience, Morality and the Spirritual Life 2



CMS-015 and 016 Slideshow

I This deliverance is assured on the fulfillment of three
conditions hinging on as many verbs:

I (1) Oreckon,O which means to count on the plan and
provisions of God to be sufficient therefor (Rom. 6:11),
(2) Olet not,O which command points to a conflict and
Implies that the power of the flesh will be disannulled if
this foe Is fought in the way and with the resources that
God has provided (Rom. 6:12), and

| (3) Oyield,O which word directs the human will how to
walk in the path of GodOs holy ways (Rom. 6:13).
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OWe all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the
glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the LordQ(2
Cor. 3:18).

Here you have your FatherOs Word for it that He will
conform you to the image of His Son.

But, Paul said in Romans 7:18,

"For | know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no
good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to
perform that which is good I find not."
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Owe ... do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that

ye might be fil
wisdom and s

ed with the knowledge of his will in all
piritual understanding; that ye might walk

worthy of the

_ord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in

every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of

GodQ(Col. 1:9, 10).
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"l thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then

with the minc
the flesh the
"For we are t

| myself serve the law of God; but with
aw of sin" (Romans 7:25).

ne circumcision, which worship God in the

spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no
confidence Iin the flesh" (Philippians 3:3).
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| Failure to recognize this nature as an unalterable and
universal feature in all human existence does not
change the fact, and it is the part of wisdom to
acknowledge it and should be the plan of oneOs life to
be adjusted to It.

I Four more or less common errors should be identified
and avoided:

I (1) that man is not evil by nature,

| (2) that children are born into the world unfallen,

| (3) that the Adamic nature may be eradicated, and

| (4) that the Adamic nature may be controlled by the
power of the human determination and will.
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I We have seen that the Flesh is the home of The Sin
Nature

| Osin [nature] that dwelleth in meO (vss. 17, 20),

I Oln me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thingO (vs.
18),

I OEvil is present with meO (vs. 21),

I Osin which is in my membersO (vs. 23),

I Ol myself serve E with the flesh the law of sinO (i.e., the
natureNvs. 25).

Conscience, Morality and the Spirritual Life 8



CMS-015 and 016 Slideshow December 6, 2009

Chafer's four immeasurable realities:

(1) that every Christian being possessed as he still is of
the flesh Is called upon to wage a ceaseless warfare
against the old nature,

(2) that every Christian is indwelt by the Spirit and Is
thus equipped with power to be victorious over the
flesh,

(3) that Christ has died the judgment death required
against the sin nature, and

(4) that the deliverance from the power of the flesh is
wrought on the principle of faith or dependence upon
the Spirit rather than on the basis of any supposed
resources of his own.

Conscience, Morality and the Spirritual Life 9
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I These four truths which are so closely related are
probably more misunderstood and neglected than any
others within the range of Bible doctrine.

' Who, indeed, could estimate what would have been the
history of believers as respects their character and
faithfulness had these truths been given the elucidating
emphasis that belongs to them!

Il How important it is in the progress of each believer that
he shall come to a right comprehension and recognition
of himself, that is, of the fact and dominating force of

the flesh with which he contends!
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I In the one verse, 8:3, a most determining declaration is

made.

| The verse reads: OFor what the law could not do, in that
it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own

Son In the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesh.O
| Since the Law falls, as it always does, God moved In

the direction of a new princi
walk after the Spirit or in de
I In such case, the whole wi
believer, but never will it be
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I Second only to salvation itself is this great reality of a
God-honoring life and the divinely provided way In
which it is to be attained.

| That the passage under consideration presents only
the problem of the sin nature is obvious from the
identification thereof which Is repeatedly found in this
portion of the Scriptures, Romans 6:1D10, and in that
which follows to the end of the context, or to 8:13.

I The sins of the unsaved or the sins of the saved as
such are not in view; it is a problem wholly related to
the root of allNthe sin nature and its judgment.
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| Ephesians 4:20D24; Colossians 3:8910.0But ye have
not so learned Christ; if so be that ye have heard him,
and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus:
that ye put off concerning the former conversation the

old man,

which is corrupt according to the deceitful

lusts; and be renewed In the spirit of your mind; and
that ye put on the new man, which after God Is created
in righteousness and true holiness. E But now ye also
put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy
communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to

another,
his deeo
renewed

seeing that ye have put off the old man with
s; and have put on the new man, which is
In knowledge after the image of him that

created
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[End of Review]

So, how to do this will require a review
of a subject we studied several years
ago, the Doctrine of Reckoning.

Let's begin:
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I There are 2 very important issues in the Spiritual Walk.

I They are succinctly portrayed by these 2 verses:

Gal. 5:19-20 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which
are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness, ldolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance,
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings,
murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like...

I OHaving begun in the Spirit, are ye now madeperfect
[mature] in the flesh?Q(Gal. 3:3). e
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No, he has made it clear that the "Maturity Quest" of the
Galatians is by another aspect of the Flesh - the "Good
Side", as seen in Galatians 2:15-16 (ESV)

¥OWe ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile
sinners; yet we know that a person is not justified by
works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we
also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be
justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law,
because by works of the law no one will be justified."
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Paul has made it clear throughout this letter that the
desire or lusting of the flesh is to achieve justification
through works rather than resting exclusively in the
finished work of our Savior.

¥This Is the greatest temptation you will ever face.

¥Every religious message you hear is grounded in Jesus
plus something you can do.

From False Salvation calls to False Spirituality/Maturity
teaching, Legalism is in vogue.
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ONowhere is the flesh appealed to more
than in the realm of religion and nowhere
will you be more disturbed, troubled, and
downtrodden than when the flesh surely
fails you.

¥Paul's solution to that dilemma is to walk
by the Spirit.

¥So what does it mean to walk this way?O
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December 6, 2009

18



CMS-015 and 016 Slideshow

Cons

YOIf succumbing to the temptation of the
flesh is foolishly seeking to be justified by
law (Galatians 5:4), then walking by the
Spirit is when you are living life convinced
that you have been fully and irrevocably
justified by the work of Jesus
Christ...period.
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¥Olt is when your mind and heart are so
completely settled on this issue that you are not
compelled to do something to keep yourself right
with God, especially when you have failed.
¥Walking by the Spirit is not so much a formula
for insuring that you "act like a Christian” as it Is
a heart and mind conviction that having been
justified by faith you have peace with God
through our Lord, Jesus Christ (Romans 5:1).0

Conscience, Morality and the Spirritual Life 20
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E the Galatians of Paul's day, just like those
caught up in the same religious bondage of
today, had been duped and tricked into thinking
that they could actually work their way to
righteousness.

¥As they undoubtedly failed and failed again to
attain their goal through the flesh (Galatians
3:3), the fear, condemnation, and anxiety they
suffered must have been overwhelming.

¥You too can fall into that trap from time to time
by drifting away from the truth of the gospel.O

Conscience, Morality and the Spirritual Life 21
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"Jesus has succeeded on your behalf in bringing
you to Himself.

¥Rest In what He has done to make you right plus
nothing.

¥Not only will you then be walking by the Spirit,
but you will also know the peace and joy that is
the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22).0

--John Moneypenny

Conscience, Morality and the Spirritual Life 22
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¥Reckon

¥The word means Oto regard as being, to count as
true.O

¥Romans 6:11 calls upon us to count upon the
truths of our identification with Christ: OReckon

ye also yourselves to be dead unto sin, but alive
unto God in Christ JesusQASV).

¥We count upon the truth that is made known to
us; we exercise faith by resting upon the facts.

Conscience, Morality and the Spirritual Life
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¥t may be helpful to observe the reckoning that
begins our spiritual development.

¥YWhether it was realized or not, we began to
Oreckonét the very beginning of our Christian
life.

¥As lost sinners, we were convicted of our need
and shown in the Word that the Savior died on
the cross to redeem us.

¥By His grace we Oreckonedfpon the truth, and
received Him as our personal Savior.

Conscience, Morality and the Spirritual Life 24
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¥Reckoning is the Volitional Orientation
Process.

YWhen you believe something, youOreckonO
It to be true.

¥The problem is, as weOve seen in our study
of Romans 7, our life is not immediately

set right.

¥We are ignorant of the truths ofRomans
SIX.

Conscience, Morality and the Spirritual Life 25
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¥Most believers live in the futile struggles of
Romans Seven.

¥Some even follow the alluring experience-
centered errors of the so-called Oholiness@r
Pentecostal/Charismatic groups to try to find a
OSpiritualityO.

¥Unfortunately, while their motivation Is sincere,
their search is in the wrong direction.

¥They follow a system of rules or look for signs
and wonders for a spirituality, rather than the
sanctification commanded.

Conscience, Morality and the Spirritual Life
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¥The holiness group seeks a righteousness of
their own doing, by following a set of rules to
establish some sort of righteousness; sowing to
the flesh to try to reap spirituality.

¥"Having begun in the Spirit, are ye nhow made
perfect [mature] in the Resh?@Gal. 3:3).

¥“rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence
in the Resh@Phil. 3:3).
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¥There Is no instant spirituality, It Is a
growth process:

¥OThe God of all grace, who hath called us
unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus,

after that ye have suffered a while, make
you perfect [mature], stablish, strengthen,
settle youO(1 Pet. 5:10).
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¥Three Steps Iin Reckoning

¥Everything that has to do with our

Christian life, including the longed-for
freedom from the power of sin and self is

In our Lord Jesus Christ.

¥Through our spiritual birth in Him, we know
Him In His person to be the very source of
our life.OYour life is hid [treasured] with Christ
in GodE Christ, who is our lifeQCol. 3:3, 4).
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Failure when reckoning Is certainly not
failure of the truths reckoned upon.
¥Without the Scriptures we would have
absolutely nothing.

¥Our authoritative Bible is the only means
In the universe by which we can ever know
anything rightly and personally of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

¥Sad to say, even with the revealed Word,
there is little enough of this all-important
spiritual knowledge among believers
today.
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We should remind ourselves that the written
Word was designed specifically by God to bring
us to know the Living Word.

¥Never for a moment is the written revelation to
be by-passed, or slighted in any way.

¥We are to study, meditate, and count upon it
through the ministry of the Spirit of Truth, In
order that we may know the Lord Jesus.

Conscience, Morality and the Spirritual Life 31
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He Is our all, by meansof the Word.

¥OHis divine power hath given unto us all things
that pertain unto life and godliness, through the
knowledge of him that hath called us to glory
and virtue: whereby are given unto us exceeding
great and precious promises: that by these ye
might be partakers of the divine nature.O

Conscience, Morality and the Spirritual Life
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It can be affirmed that the written Truth,
authored and administered by the Holy Spirit, is
the Ovehicleby which the Father and the Son
come to us, and we to them.

¥Still, as to reckoning upon the specific
identification truths centered in Romans Six,

nearly all of usstopat the written Word.

¥t is as though we stand there, with a death-grip
on a handful of truth, repeating with conviction: Ol
believe this is true, and | reckon, reckon,
reckon!O
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¥Much of the failure of our reckoning is due to
erroneous expectation.

¥We are not delivered by belief only in the
liberation truths!

¥Certainly we must believe and appropriate these
truths, but the actual liberation comes as the
result of our execution in fellowship with the Lord
Jesus through the Holy Spirit.

¥Simply put, the principle is:liberation is in the
Liberator.
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¥The reckoning that counts is made up of
three essential steps.

¥Most believers stop at the first, many stop
at the second, but none can know the true

results of reckoning apart from reliance
upon all three factors.
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¥Our freedom from domination by the sinful

Adamiclife was completed positionallythrough
our identification with the Lord Jesus on Calvary.
¥There we shared His death unto sin, and from
there we entered into His life unto God.

¥From this eternal position in Christ, our

experientialfreedom and growth are carried out
as we:

Conscience, Morality and the Spirritual Life 36
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(1) Know, and reckon upon, the identification

truths. (Knowledge)
¥(2) Abide, and rest, in our Liberator. (Mechanics)

¥(3) Depend upon, and walk in, the Spirit.
(Execution)

¥Not just the first step, not even the first and
second, but all three comprise the walk of

reckoning!
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Three Steps in Reckoning

¥1) Knowledge: Know and Reckon

¥YWhen we first realize our identification with
the Lord Jesus according to Romans 6:1D
10, we begin to count upon these
wonderful truths as we are commanded In
verse 11.
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Three Steps in Reckoning:

¥(1) Knowledge: Know and Reckon

¥As we learn more of the truth upon which we are
reckoning, our knowledge becomes a heart-
attitude: | have died unto sin: | am alive in Christ
unto God (Rom. 6:11).

¥Although our initial reckoning may bring
blessing, its primary purpose is to fosterthe
twofold process of growth:Oalways delivered

untodeath...that thelifealso of Jesus might be

made manifest in our mortal flesh [body]2 Cor.
4:11).
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(2) Mechanics: Abide and Rest

¥Fach of us must become aware of our
union of life in the risen Lord; we are a
branch in the True Vine.

¥By means of this awareness we learn to

abide.
¥To simply rest where we have been newly

createdNin Christ.
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December 6, 2009

40



CMS-015 and 016 Slideshow December 6, 2009

¥Three Steps in Reckoning

¥(2) Mechanics: Abide and Rest

¥Each of us must become aware of OAbide in me,
and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of
itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye,
except ye abide in me. | am the vine, ye are the
branches: he thatabidethin me, and | in him,

the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without

me ye can do nothingdJohn 15:4, 5).

¥Not only Is the written Word to be

counted upon, but the Living Word Is to
be rested In.
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Con

¥Three Steps in Reckoning

¥3) Execution: Depend and Walk

¥The liberating principle is fully embraced
by including the final step: walking in
dependence upon the Holy Spirit.

¥Deep within our human spirit He abides
forever, and there, through our study, He
teaches us the truth of our position.
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¥Three Steps in Reckoning

¥3) Execution: Depend and Walk

¥As we reckon upon the truth taught, He applies
the crucifixion of the cross to the old man, and
ministers the life of Christ to the new.

¥OWalk in [depend upon] the Spirit, and ye shall
notfulfilthe lust of the flesh.O

¥OFor the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
hath made me free from the law of sin and
deathdGal. 5:16; Rom. 8:2).
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¥Our reckoning becomes effective as we count
upon the Word, abide in the Lord, and walk In

the Spirit.

¥The FatherOs purpose in justifying us in Christ
and identifying us with Him is that we might be
Oconformed to the image of his SonONOthat God
in all things may be glorified through Jesus
ChristgRom. 8:29; | Pet. 4:11).

¥This Is Sanctification, Life in the Reservoir of
Righteousness.
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1. Knowledge of Reckoning

¥Knowledge of scriptural truth must
precede spiritual growth.

¥or example, In the early chapters of
PaulOs epistles doctrinal truth is presented,
while the latter chapters deal with the
practical results of the truth set forth.
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¥1. Knowledge of Reckoning
¥We must first know what God has done, before
we can count upon Him toOdo.O

¥OThat the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of himO:
YOFor it is God whiclworkethin you both to will

and to do of his good pleasureEph. 1:17; Phil.
2:13).
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¥1. Knowledge of Reckoning

¥There Is a crippling tendency among
believers today to deprecate knowledge of
the truth, and even doctrine itself.
¥Emphasis Is being put on experience.
¥Truth reckoned upon fosters the only
healthy and abiding spiritual experience.
¥For faith to function, there must be Spirit-
given knowledge of the Word.
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¥1. Knowledge of Reckoning

¥The Spirit of Truth ministers truth to us by means
of our mindNthe spiritual mind that relies upon
Him.

¥This knowledge gives us the facts upon which
we exercise faith, or reckon.

¥n time, through deeper understanding and a
quiet assimilation of the truth: we not only

believe, but now we know experientially.
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¥1. Knowledge of Reckoning
¥Paul had believed on the Lord Jesus for many

years before he wrote, “That | may know him”
(Phil. 3:10).

¥ ikewise, he urges us to OMeditate upon these
things, give thyself wholly to them; that thy
probting may appear to all@Q Tim. 4:15).

¥For, as a man “‘thinkethwithin himself, so is heO
(Prov. 23:7, ASV).
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¥1. Knowledge of Reckoning
¥t is the Holy Spirit who must teach us by means

of the Word, “comparing spiritual things with
spiritual”(1Cor. 2:13).
¥Paul states that there are some who have Oa

zeal for God, but not according to knowledgeO
(Rom. 10:2, ASV).

¥We are to reckon and stand upon certain truths

for ourfoundation.
¥ inked with these are other truths upon which

we are to reckon and rest for growth.
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¥There can be no growth unto maturity
without an established foundation.

¥By knowledge of the Word we are
anchored and rooted In the eternal
foundation of our Christian life:

¥(1)Born anew in Christ:OBorn again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by

the Word of God, whichlivethand abideth
forever”(l Pet. 1:23).
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¥2) Accepted in Christ(our Father is able

to accept us fully in His Son): OTo theraise of the
glory of his grace, wherein hehath made us
accepted in the belovedO

(Eph. 1:6).

¥(3) Eternally secured in Christ:OYour life iid with
Christ in God{Col. 3:3).

¥4) Positioned in Christ:OGod& hathquickened
[enlivened] us together withChristE and hath
raised us up togetherand made us sit together In
heavenlyplaces in Christ JesusGEph. 2:4D6).
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¥ It Is futile to seek to grow by means of

these truthsNthey are foundational.

¥ But it Is imperative that we growupon this
imperishable foundation.

¥ Once we receive the knowledge by which we are
established upon our foundation in Christ, the
guestion of growth in Him is all but settled.

¥ The deeper truth, the spiritual master-key to all
growth and maturity, is the fact that we are not only
founded in Him, but that we are complete in Him.
¥OFor in Himdwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily. And ye are complete in HImO

(Col. 2:9, 10).
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¥As the Holy Spirit gives us the knowledge of our
position in Christ, we are prepared to know Him

as ourLife (Col. 3:4).

¥To reckon himselfOalive unto God in Christ,the
branch must know the True Vine as his complete
source of life.

¥OOf him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctibcation, and redemption@ Cor. 1:30).
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¥Can we now see where fallure begins in our
Christian walk?

¥We had the knowledge of the justification truths
for our new birth, and upon this Omilk of the
gospelQve sought to grow and serve.

¥But there was defeat, because the foundation
truths are for beginning only.

¥Further knowledge was our need.

We knew the Lord Jesus as our Foundation, but
not as our Life.
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¥The same prob
to reckon upon t
¥We seek to rec

em must be avoided as we begin
ne identification truths.

kon ourselves dead unto sin

without being established in the knowledge of

the cross.

¥The failure Is further compounded by our
seeking to reckon ourselves alive unto God In
Christ without first being established in the
knowledge of Him as our risen Life.

¥We must be established in the knowledge of our
foundation and source, if we are to become
established in our reckoning and growth.
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¥There are three pillars of knowledge
having to do with position upon which the
Christian life Is to be secured and
matured.

¥The First Truth

¥The knowledge of our birth, acceptance,

and security in the Lord Jesus Christ is
thefirst pillar.
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¥The Second Truth

¥The knowledge of His cross as our cross
IS the central pillar.

¥The cross of Calvary iIs not only the central
fact of the universe, but also of the life of
the believer.

¥As we see our identification with Christ In
His death unto sin, we know His cross to

be our cross. < i onYy pegins &
t_ "_\_\'US ng Chr‘ S a\_“e me. -ng
ation is MO ) @ in Christ bu - Rege eralll ]
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¥The Second Truth

YWe need to know how we have been
crucified there: we need to know ourselves
to have been cut off from Adam and freed
from the power of sin.

¥Only from this pillar of knowledge can we
reckon ourselves dead unto sin in our dalily
walk.
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¥The Third Truth

¥The knowledge that we are alive, and
complete, in our risen Lord places us
securely upon the third pillar.

¥Now our reckoning can be fully
established, as we count ourselves to be
alive unto God in Christ.
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¥Now His life can be manifested in us by
the growing fruit of the Spirit.

¥This Is the practical fulfillment of the very
purpose of God for us: that we be
conformed to the image of His Son.
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Ephesians 4:11-15 (NASB95)

11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as
prophets, and some as evangelists, and some
as pastors and teachers,

12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of
service, to the building up of the body of Christ;
13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature
man, to the measure of the stature which
belongs to the fullness of Christ.
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Cons

Ephesians 4:11-15 (NASB95)

14 As a result, we are no longer to be
children, tossed here and there by waves
and carried about by every wind of
doctrine, by the trickery of men, by
craftiness in deceitful scheming;

15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to
grow up in all aspects into Him who is the
head, even Christ,
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¥Spirit-applied Reckoning

¥OThe Comforter, even the Holy SpiriE he
shall teach you all thingsE He shall

glorify me: for he shall take of mine, and

shall declare it unto youdJohn 14:26;
16:14, ASV).
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¥“The Comforter, even the Holy Spirit.”The Lord
Jesus chose the perfect designation Iin
iIntroducing the Holy Spirit as our Comforter.
¥Even in our sin, He comforts us.

¥True, He convicts us of sinNand Holy Spirit
conviction can be intenseNbut He does so in
order to point us to the Lord Jesus who is the
propitiation for our sins, the One who ever lives
to make intercession for us (I John 1:7; 2:1, 2;
Heb. 7:25).
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¥The enemy condemns us when we sin,
and seeks to crush us under the weight of
guilt.

¥But the Comforter does not condemn; He
convicts so that we might confess and be

cleansed from all unrighteousness (I John
1:9).
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¥All spiritual growth entails aprocess.
¥YWe have an infinite Lord as our life, to whose

Image
Spirit.
¥Our @
Immed

we are being conformed by the Eternal

Ire need causes us to long for and expect
late emancipation and newness of life as

a resu

t of our reckoning.

¥To a degree, the Spirit complies with this
expectation during our early encounter with

identifl
¥But H
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¥Through His purposeful dealings with us, our
objective reckoning upon the truth becomes
subjective experience in our lives.

¥As we count upon our old man having been
crucified at Calvary, and our having died unto

sin on the cross, we become progressively
cross-centered Christians.

¥As we count upon our new life in the Lord Jesus,
we develop into Christ-centered Christians.

¥The path of the cross is the path of growth.
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¥n our failures, we learn more of what self isand
thereby come to hate the natural, Adamiclife.
¥Then it Is that we are taught to glory in the cross,
by which we are freed from the old lifeOs
Influence, as well as the grip and lure of this

world.

¥OGod forbid that | should glory, save in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ,"

Most stop here - glorying in the fact they are
saved, not in the Lifetime of Salvation contained in
the remainder of the verse:

"by whom the world is

crucibed unto me, and | unto the world@Gal.
6:14).
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¥Reckoning Is the only means of escaping
the entanglements of this world.

¥t takes the separation of the cross, and
our abiding in Christ.

¥As the Holy Spirit applies the cross within,
He takes us through difficulties and
chastening.
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¥We must face up to the fact that the cross has
only suffering and death as its ministry.

¥But when we realize thatOalwaylelivered unto
deathOneans daily crucifixion, we begin to glory
In the resultant freedom.

¥ONow no chastening [child-training] for the
present seems to be joyous, but grievous:
nevertheless afterward it yields the peaceable
fruit of righteousness unto them which are
exercised thereby”(Heb. 12:11).
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¥f we are going to receive the benefit of the
cross, we must go through the suffering of
the cross.

¥That i1s where we come to know and
appreciate the Holy Spirit as our

Comforter.

¥He comforts us In the very crucifixion He
applies, and we learn to glory in the cross
that crucifies.
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¥The work of the cross causes us to
“rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no
conbdence in the Resh@Phil. 3:3).

¥OHe shall teach you all things.O

It Is oftenthe case that hungry believers,
needy asthey know themselves to be, are
more eager for experience than they are
forrevelation.
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¥They want a minimum of truth and study,
with a maximum of results.

¥But the more experience-centered they
become, the less truth-established they

will be.

¥The penalty of this wrong emphasis is self-
centeredness instead of Christ-
centeredness.
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¥The Lord Jesus said, OThe Spirit of truthe
will guide you into all truth”(John 16:13).
¥There are those who even go so far as to
attempt to use the Spirit.

¥They want Him to give them Opower,&nd
many other self-centered OexperiencesO
and Oblessings.O

¥The Holy Spirit does not respond to such
unholy aspirations.
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¥"He shall glorify Me: for He shall take of Mine,
and shall declare it unto you.”

¥n all the vital work of the Holy Spirit in the Body
of Christ, His intention and purpose is to glorify
the Son in the individual members.

¥The Lord Jesus prayed to His Father, Ol pray not
for the world, but for them which thou hast given
me; for they arethine. And all mine arethine,

and thineare mine; and | am gloribed in themO
(John 17:9, 10).
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¥How Is He glorified in redeemed sinners?

¥Our new birth means that each one of us is a
new creation in Christ, at which time the
Comforter enters our spirit to abide forever
(John 14:16).

¥Spirit to spirit joined, we are Opartakers of the
divine nature.O

¥At birth we are Obabes in Christ,but as we grow
in Him we develop in likeness of lifeNthus
glorifying the Son.
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¥The Holy Spirit receives the life of Christ and
brings Him into our regenerated spirit.

¥For that life to develop within, He reveals to us
the Lord Jesus in the Word.

¥Thus, feeding on Him In the Scriptures under the
Illumination of the Spirit of Truth, the new life In
Christ grows and is made manifest in our mortal
body.

¥We grow in Him as we allow the Holy Spirit to
show Him to us.
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¥“We all, with open face beholding as in a glass
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same
Image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit
of the Lord”(2Cor. 3:18).

¥n the midst of finding out about ourselves, we
are to be especially aware of what we are in our
Lord Jesus.

¥While the Spirit must cause us suffering in the
crucifixion of the self-life, He comforts us in our
growth in the new life.
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¥As we turn from the old man by reckoning
upon the work of the cross, we turn to the
new man in Christ by reckoning upon the
work of the Spirit.

¥Gradually, as we grow, there are less and
less Oworks of the flesh@vident, and more
and more of the Ofruit of the SpiritO
manifested in our daily walk (Gal. 5:19,
22).
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¥Colossians 3:3 (KJV): “For ye are dead, and
your life is hid with Christ in God.”

¥OReckon ye also yourselves to be dead unto sin,
but alive unto God in Christ Jesus(Ro 6:11).

¥But, a believer is rebornNa totally “new creation
In Christ Jesus@2Cor. 5:17).

¥And we are to, “yield ourselves unto God, as
those that are alive from the dead,”and in
dependence upon the Comforter toOwalk in
newness of life”(Rom. 6:13, 14).
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¥ Romans 6:11 (NKJV)

Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be

dead indeed to sin, but alive to God In

Christ Jesus our Lord.

¥yet we know that a person is not justified by works of
the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also
nave believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified
oy faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because
oy works of the law no one will be justifiedE

¥| have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer |
who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life | now
live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for me.O
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The New-born Christian does well, and better than
most, to understand that his sins separate him from
the Joy of his Salvation; but the Growing Believer
does better by understanding that his "good deeds"

cut him off from the Abundant Life that awaits him in
his Lord.
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OThere must be Spirit-dependent study
and concentration on the part of the
believer if he Is to enter into the spiritual
growth that is realized through reckoning.O
-Miles J. Stanford
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